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COTS IS HISTORY ... 

RECORD ATTENDANC E AT COTS 
A record number of Central States Chap

ter officers were ln attendance at this years 
COTS session held at the Nebraska Center 
!or Continuing Education in Lincoln, Ne
braska. The " NO VACANCY" sign was put 
up early and many men were obliged to 
stay in the dormitory, sleeping eight to 
a room in bunk beds. Temperatures were 
in the sixties and two hundred sixty- five 
officers (an lncrease of sixty-thr ee over 
last year) came to find out what it's all 
about and how they might be able to more 
effectively and efficiently administer their 
chapters. 

They were not to be denied as this 
years faculty, as ln the past, was tops 
and they created so much enthusiasm that 
most of the ot!icers couldn't sleep all 
night! We sincerely thank Wilbur Sparks, 
Dick deMontmollin, Glendon Fisher, Bob 
Johnson, Bill Hofstetter, Chet Fox, and Hugh 
Ingrahm (who describes himself as a last 
string quarterback) for making the week
end so informative. 

Fo re me n Cha mps 

perfo rm a t 

Saturday night banque t 

DENVER IS NEXT STOP • • • 

Record crowd at banquet hears P rez Mike 
The District Board Meeting was con

vened promptly at 9:00 P.M. for the first 
time by President Mike Michel and ad
journed just as promptly at 12:15 A.M. 
when Pierce Brane disclosed that Valen
tino's Pizza Parlor across the street was 
ready to close. In the interim, Buzz Brown, 
District Secretary was given the Dictaphone 
Award !or his acting ability in so aptly 
portraying the District's need for a new 
tape recorder. 

In other Board action, the 1968 Budget 
was approved over the protests of the 
SERENADE Editors who saw their appro
priation cut by $300. In view of this budget 
cut, SERENADE issues will be llm\ted to 
five this year instead of the usual fifty
two. Blll McLatchie, Jim White and Dr. 
Walt Cockley presented their lengthy report 
on Divisional Chorus Elimination Contests 
which Chet Fox atfirstdeclared was illegal, 
Although no formal action was taken by 
the board, Area V. P.'s were advised that 
they might set up such contests in their 
areas the results of which would appar
ently not be binding on the contestants. 

Approval for a District Quartet Work-

shop, tentatively scheduled for August 23rd 
and 24th, was given to Howard Mesecher, 
Dlstrict Quartet Promotion Chairman and 
flower of the musical world. Mr. Mesecher 
was given a check for $4 70 to spend as 
he sees fit. 

Winners of the 1967 Chapter Achievement 
Awards were presented with handsome 
traveling trophies and were announced as 
Des Moines, Iowa - Division A and Chey
enne, Wyoming - Division B. The Cedar 
Rapids Harmony Hawks received a perma
nent plaque in recognition of their having 
the award in 1966. These trophies repre
sent a lot of Individual et!ort and the men 
in these chapters are to be congratulated 
on their great accomplishment. Certificates 
of Outstanding Service to the District (de
signed by Terry Roisum) were presented 
by Immediate Past President Pierce Brane 
to Pete Peterson, Daryl sta!ford, Merrill 
Aitchison, Mike Michel, Harvey Parker, 
Gene Gallogly, Buzz Brown, Herb Crapson, 
Chet Whitney, Al Boughton, Howard Mese
cher, Bill McLatchie, Roger Slocum, Ed 

( COTS continued on page 2) 
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What ' s com i ng up n ext? 

Feb. 24 - Pikes Peak Parade 
March 16 - Heart of America Parade 

30 - 0maha AK-SAR-BEN Parade 
April 4 -Harmony Hawks Parade 

6 -Algona, Iowa Parade 
13 - River City Parade 
19 - Fort Dodge Parade 

19 & 20 - Bethany, Missouri Parade 
20 - Des Moinaires Parade 
20 - Emporia, Kansas Parade 
20 - F lint HHls, Kansas Parade 

26 - 2!.l - Inh>rnational Quartet Prelimi
nanes Denver, Colorado ..... 

(COTS conti:med) 
Rooker, Jim White, Merle Dickinson, Terry g l)f .... < r "' r R • 1 ., 1 Ar 1 d 
Roisum and Dr, Don Doering. Many Area ere n l'1 e 
Counselors were also presented with certi-~ d 
ficates. MEMBER OF PROBE 

In addition to their usual fine job of . . 
hosting the COTS weekend, the Cornhusker ....._, Advertising Rates 
Chapter honored us by ser enading us at the I I 
Saturday evening dinner. We appreciate Fu page - $40.00 
everything you do for us, fellows . Central 
States District Champions, The Foremen, 
flew in for the evening and they were just 
great. We could listen to them all night! 

The following checks for the Institute 
of Logopedics were presented to Presi
dent Mike Michel: Cedar Rapids Harmony 
Hawks ( In memory of Dr. Ken Bogaard) 
$205. 78 plus $20. 00 from a personalfriend. 
Des Moines, $100 and Ames, Iowa $50. 
We will add those we miss in the next 
issue. 

By an almost unanimous vote, it was 
decided to schedule the 1969 COTS session 
on the weekend of January 11th and 12th. 
We're alr eady looking forward to being 
back in Cornhusker land! ..... 

MERRILL AITCIDSON 
VICE-PRESIDENT FOR EASTERN IOWA 

It was a cold day in January (the 30th 
to be exact) in 1928 when Merrill Aitchi
son was born in Corwith, Iowa. His 
interest in singing and music began almost 
immediately and his great ability in this 
field was forecast by the nurses in the 
hospital who heard his first attempts at 
vocalizing. Throughout his boyhood his 
passion for music was only exceeded by 
his love of softball, a game which he 
plays to this day, In addition to being 
an avid golfer, Merrill is a whiz at bridge. 

Merrill is a graduate of the Mason 
City Business College and is presently 
Assistant Sales Manager for the Nisson 
Corporation which makes gymnastic equip
ment. He credits use of this equipment 
for his present fine physical condition. 

His interest in barbershopping began 
back when he was a charter member of 
the Mason City Chapter , many, many, 
many, years ago. Because Merrill wanted 
to sing at an International Chorus Contest, 
the Aitchisons decided to move to either 
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St. Joseph, Missouri or Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa. Len Bjella convinced him he should 
stay in Iowa and so nine years ago he set 
up residence in Cedar Rapids. Since 
becoming a member of the Harmony Hawks, 
he has served as Chapter President and 
Treasurer and is currently serving his 
third term as Vice- President for Eastern 
Iowa. 

Merrill is the proud husband of wife 
Hazel, a most enthusiastic Barbershop 
Booster, and the proud father of three 
children. His greatest thrill to date was 
singing tenor wi th the Harmony Hawks 
in International Competition in Los An
geles last summer and he anticipates that 
this will be topped when the chorus com
petes in Cincinnati this year . 

To Merrill, barbershopping comes first 
as attested to by his attendance at parades, 
installation banquets, board meetings, and 
rehearsals of chapter under his jurisdic
tion. He is an enthusiastic supporter of 
the COTS program and is presently work
ing on plans for an Eastern Iowa Divisional 
Chorus Contest. 

We• re proud to have 11errill Aitchison 
as a Central States Vice- President'. 



Marshalltown Advertises I • I • I • 

Finding myself suddenly ln the Presi
dent's chair, mid-way In our second year 
as a chapter, proved to be a violent awaken
ing for yours truly. Faced with the many 
problems lhat all young chapters have, 
one of our most persistent seemed to be 
the lack of public- recognition of our flne 
organization. To a new president, blessed 
with more en th us las m than experience, 
this ls an unthinkable situation. How can 
we "Keep America Singing" If America 
or more specifically, Marshalltown, Iowa, 
Isn't aware that Wf' exist ? 

At the top of the list of publicity ideas 
was the one to erect road signs of some 
kind. Thls v.as suggested to the Board 
on several occasions but I kept getting 
those "good idea but not NOW'' looks. 
(Every President knows what those are.) 
They felt we couldn't atrord It and bestdes 
we had more Important things to worry 
about. So, the Idea was forced to lie 
dormant for some months until one day 
while out travelllng with the good wile, we 
saw a joint service club display in another 
city. It was such a spectacular display that 
then and there, I decreed Marshaltown HAD 
to have one. 

Learn & 

Alter months of planning and meetings 
with the other service clubs in our area 
our dreams finally came true and today two 
fine displays grace owr city. The display 
itself ls Ilve by twenty- six feet depending 
on how many signs are on it. Fach club 
turnlshed their own 30'' emblems which 
are mounted on the str etched metal back
ground. The frame is o! walnut stained 
2 x 12's which are beveled on the corners. 
The cost of the whole deal which includes 
erection, maintenance and necessary Insur
ance on two signs ls $42.00 a year on a 
five year contract. The locations were 
donated by the local park commission and 
a real estate firm. 

It took well over a year lo realize this 
pet project, but it is paytngextradlvtdends. 
other service clubs are certainl}' aware 
now that we exist and why. The display 
itself received excellent publlclty through 
the local paper, but best o! all have been 
the comments from the general publlc. 
They do notice and it's a constant source 
of advertisement for our chapter. If anyone 
would like more infor mation or copies o! 
the contract let us know. 

by James E. Schwake 

Sing the 
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HERB' S RHYl\lETIME 
by Herb Cr apson 

Now to the contests we did go ... where 
music all around would Oow ... and as we 
mingled with the flock ... for some it was 
around the clock .. . we kept our eyes and 
ears alert ... for gems of thought that 
would assert ... themselves Into our pri-
vate llfe ... and counteract this worldly 
strife ... Now some songs have a mourn-
tul tone .. . and others we would leave alone 
... but there are songs called barbershop 
... Now here• s the kind that• s bound to 
top ... the choicest tones to reach the ear ... 
A better sound you'll never hear ... from 
men who reach so near the peak ... of 
blending voices as they speak ... a mess-
age good for all around ... and cause re-
ceptive hearts to pound ... All this went 
on for days and nights ... Harmony it seemed 
had reached new heigh~ ... \\ e bow to those 
who rrom the stage ... brought forth the 
sounds that were the rage ... These parties 
reached new heights oJ lame . .. rewarded 
by the crowds acclaim ... We join the crowd 
in admiration ... who honor them with adu
lation ... By right the singers are the clover 
... but other helped to put them over .. . 
We saw these faithful friends or ours .. . 
who labored for so many hours. . . to keep 
convention wheels in motion ... while others 
reveled in devotion ... Tis not thelr lot to 
know the joy .. . that demonstrating crowds 
employ ... They do not know the inspira-
tion ... that comes from massive acclama-
tion ... We applaud their efforts to attain 
.. the very best In their domaln ... What 

they accomplished we admir e ... Their ac
tions equally inspire ... And now to you we 
recommend ... A similar contest you attend. ..... 

'ti}~ your weary ~a l~t~~ - C' r ~ c ~.> 

G bf ; r~ - ql' ~ P. uJ J ,. 
~~ r· >! t -b=-~~ -r f 

DENVER WILL BE A DANDY I • 



FINAL 1967 CSA 
MEMBERSHIP STANDINGS 

1. Heart of America . . . . . . . 
2 . Chordbusters . , . . . . . . . 
3. Des Moines . . 
4. Harmony Hawks 
5. River City . . 
6. st. Louis #1 . . 
7. Fort Dodge . . . 
8. Mile Hi , . ... 
9. Pony Expressmen 

10. Iowa City ..... 
11. St. Louis Suburban . 
12. Ak- Sar - Ben . 
13. Kirkwood 
14. Hastings 
15. NOJOCO 
16. Ames .. 
16. Marshalltown 
18. Cornhuskers 
18. Twin Town 
20. Wichita . . 
21. Cheyenne 
21. Hutchinson 
21. Longmont . 
21. Pikes Peak 
21. Topeka .. 
26. Forest City . 
26. Kossuth County . 
26. Poudr e Valley. 
29. Cloud County . . 
30. Daniel Boone . . 
30. Elkader . . . . . 
32. Northwest Missouri 
32. Dubuque . . 
34. Burlington . . . . 
34. Columbia . . . . . 
34. Flint Hills . . . . 
34. Florissant Valley . 
34. Tri- Valley . . . . 
34. Western Iowa . . . 
40. Lawrence . . . . . 
40. Switzerland of Iowa . 
42. Boulder . . . . . 
43. Laramie 
43. Sioux Emperians 
45. Abilene ... 
45. Floyd Valley 
47. Buena Vista . 
47. Mt. Pleasant 
47. Pittsburg 
50. Sheldon 

••• ••• 
Pl ease Note 

.. 122 

. . 107 
97 
85 
73 
64 
61 
59 
58 
57 
56 
54 
50 
46 
42 
39 
39 
38 
38 
37 
36 
36 
36 
36 
36 
35 
35 
35 
34 
33 
33 
32 
32 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
30 
30 
28 
27 
27 
25 
25 
24 
24 
24 
23 

TO: DISTRICT BULLETIN EDITORS 
I have been assigned the 1968 responsi

bility as Editor of the Rebel Rouser, the 
Dixie District Bulletin. As is the case 
with your publication, it is the voice of 
the district and supports the program to 
be carried out by the district officers. 

In addition, there are many items ap
pearing in various district publications 
which can be passed on to Barbershop
pers within the Dixie District. In pick
ing up ideas and articles appearing in 
some other district publication, our Bar -

bershoppers can have the benefit of these 
too. 

My purpose in writing you is to ask that 
my name be placed on your district bulletin 
mailing list. As District Secretary last 
year I received a number of your bulletins, 
however, the new District Secr etary, How
ard Moore in Atlanta will be getting the 
ones I got last year. Kindly include my 
name for 1968 on your mailing list as 
follows: 

Ed L . Anderson, Editor 
Dixie District Rebel Rouser 
4625 Datura Road 
Columbia, S. C. 29205 

Your cooperation in this connection will 
be appreciated. 

CHORD- ially, 
Ed L. Anderson 

by George Strebler 
Barbershopping has lost one of its fine 

members in the person of "Cab" Calloway. 
Cab was a most faithful Officer and Mem
ber of the st. Louis #1 Chapter. He drove 
his car 50 miles each way to attend meet
ings and very seldom missed one. Cab 
had heart trouble for several years, but 
this did not keep him away from Chapter 
functions. 

Cab was a member for twenty-six years, 
Chapter Secretary in 1948 and 1949 and 
Membership v. P. many times in recent 
years. He suffered his last attack after 
finishing a song in a quartet at the In
stallation party of St. Louis #1 on January 
13th, passing away on January 16th. He 
is survived by wife Mae and son Jack. 

c/.@lttl@,\.:> 

JOSEPH E. STERN 
Mr. Barbershopper is gone! 
But in the pages of SPEBSQSA History 

Joe will be forever present. 
Joe was a Charter Member of the Heart 

of America Chapter and one of the founders. 
Joe was the only member to serve more 

than one term as president. He served 
four. 

Joe was International Secretary and 
Treasurer in 1941- 1942, and during that 
year conceived the idea of a National 
Publication. The first mimeographed edi
tion was dated November 1941 and bore 
the title of Barbershop Rechordings. Joe's 
name appeared as the Editor, Publisher 
and Office Boy. After three issues, the 
name was changed to "The Harmonizer" 
which today is the official publication of 
our Society. 

Joe sang bari with the quartet known 
as "The Vaudevillians". He teamed up 
with Percy Franks as the "Four Hands 
of Harmony". Joe directed the Heart 
of America Chapter Chorus from the be
ginning up to 1954. 

Joe's song, "Kansas City My Home 
Town", was adopted in 1950 as the official 
song of Kansas City. 

Yes, Joe is gone, but his memory will 
live on forever in the Heart of America 
Chapter. 

To quote an editorial that was in the 
K. C. Star, "Upon learning of Joe Stearns 
death, an associate said, 'He was an hon
orable man' - - And no man could ask for a 
better epitaph". by Don Thorne 
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COTS Chorus 

Om a-H armo-N ews 
by Jerry Leslie 

A new year - new administration - new 
director ~ and best of all new enthusiasm! 
Omaha Is off to a great year In barber 
shoppingl Fr om the start of hls term as 
president, Jon Ellis has been keeping every
body jumplng with all sorts of new ideas 
for AK.-SAR-BEN this year. HlS biggest 
aim right how is a membershipdrlve aimed 
at an increase of 100 per cent. A ver y 
successful guest night kicked off this cam
paign with fourteen excellent prospects 
present. Darryl Couch, Administrative 
Vice- President and Jon have got a big job 
cut out .for themselves and are off to a 
good start. 

A new quartet is born - they call them
selves TH E GREAT DANES - just a good 
name !or four Scandinavians. John Jones 
is lead, Harold Olson, barl, Jerry Leslie, 
bass and Al Anderson, tenor and contact 
man. 

Omaha' s new chorus director, Larry 
Monson, has shown the Ak-Sar- Ben Chapter 
how to r eally ring a chord! Larry, who 
has an excellent musical background re
lieved Dr. Robert stryker as dlrect~r in 
January, 1968. The chorus is deeply in
debted to "Doc" for his efforts in br lng
ing Ak-Sar-Ben up to the quality it Is 
today. His popularity was demonstrated 
by the s tanding ovation he received during 
the annual Officers Installation dinner. 

The CAVALIERS from Wichita, Kansat: 
and the CHORD HUSKERS' from Fort Dodge, 
Iowa will headllne Ak- Sar- Ben•s annual 
show, "Melodies in Motion", March 30th 
at the Music Hall. Preparations are well 
underway for what will probably be the 
greatest bar bershop show Omaha has seen 
in many years! 

& 
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CSA 

Men of 

Note 

Chordhu s te r 
March 

by Don Pederson 
A new year is under way and under the 

ver y capable direction of Fran Shawver, 
our Chordbuster President, the Davenport 
" Y" Chapter is headed toward a bigger 
and better year than ever before. Our 
motto for the year ls "OPEN THE GATE 
IN '68" and to us it means opening the 
gate to a more successful year and hope
fully to International competition. We 
thank Merrill Aitchison, Easternlowa V.P . . 
for being with us at our annual Christmas 
Dinner Dance and for tnstalllng our new 
officers at that time. Nine of our leaders 
attended COTS ln Lincoln, Nebraska, a 
very worthwhile experience. Ever y bar
bershopper ln the Society should have 
the experience of attending one oI these 
schools. 

Some fifty of our members and their 
wives traveled to Iowa City on January 27th 
to attend their annual parade. All re
ports Indicate It was a very worthwhile 
and enjoyable trip. February 16th was 
celebrated by Chordbusters and wives at 
our annual Awards ~lght Banquet. In the 
not too distant future, March 16th to be 
exact, the Davenport Chapter will host 
its 5th Annual Novice Quartet Contest. 
This event will take place at the Daven
port YM-YWCA at 7 :00 P.M. Any quartet 
interested in competing should contact Dick 
Kirkpatrick, 2218-1/2 W, 4th St., Davenport, 
lowa. Several quartets from eastern Iowa 
and Western Illlnois are already scheduled 
to compete. We invite all barbershopper s , 
wives, and !rtends to join us for another 
fine evening o! barbershop harmony. 

MEN OF NOTE 
The following men in the Centr al states 

District are the most recently announced 
recipients or Man of Noi:e A wards. Con
gratulations to you gentlemen. Keep up 
the good work! Man of Note #1: John 
McBride, Dick Beck, Larry Amerine, Jack 
Eckhardt, Harold Moore, Walt Bielski, 
Gary Lewallen, Mark Loeffler, Robert Batt
ger, Leonard Smith, E. Carlton Myers, 
Joseph Otz>E!nberger, Robert Andrae, Wil
liam Wasyluka, Loddie Matusek, Clllf Pape, 
John Jones, Norman Nuball Jim Grow 
James Lor ge, Mel Hausman', Ralph Ed~ 
wards ; Man of Note 112: Lee Bendull, 
Howard Mesecher, Homer Christensen, 
Henry Kieffer, stan Johnston, Allred Leath
ers, Dick Schultz; Man of Note #3 : Robert 
Oberhaus, Dennis Longlett; Man of Note 
#4 : Gordon Shaper; Man of Note #'7: Bert 
Flier; Man of Note #9 : Bert Gibney. 

Tri-Valley 
Topics 
by Al Henderson 

The Tr i - Valley Chapter of Viborg has 
been kept busy the past fou r months with 
r egular weekly meetings, slngouts at three 
dif!erent churches, two r etir ement homes, 
our regular Christmas Party, and COTS 
at Lincoln. In the churches, we present 
a forty - five minute sacred music concert 
and then as ls the custom in Norskl Terri
tory ar e invited for refreshments. After
ward, with the consent of those in charge, 
we offer thirty minutes of barbershop har
mony. These church sing- outs serve a 
double purpose. They create good will 
and we keep in touch with the members 
of our chorus who are also choir mem
bers. 

At one c hurch sing- out, we were able 
to g1ve recognition to the eightieth birth
day of our senior member, stephan Nel
son. This grand guy helped start our 
chapter e lgthteen years ago and has always 
been a 100 per cent chapter man. We 
hope we can have more members llke him. 

Our annual Chirstmas Party was again 
a wonderful experience In promotlng good 
fellowship among our Guys and Gals and 
how those wonderful helpmates worked 
together on the decorations games and 
refreshments. ' ' 

Our six officers were tremendously en
thused with their experience at COTs and 
wish ever y Barbershopper could attend. 
We would have no more membership prob
lems. Your reporter subbed tor our 
director and reels that Bob Johnson Is 
the most spectacular barbershopper he 
has met In his twenty-three years as a 
member or the society. 



Marsha) hones 
Celebrate 

lnslalJation 
by Blll Oseth 

Saturday, Jan. 27th, was the night the 
Marshalltones installed their new slate ot 
officers. It was a wonderful party to 
honor a fine group of men who will head 
up our chapter for the coming year. Dr. 
Wendell Taylor became our third presi
dent. Bill Worsfold was installed ln his 
second year as secretary to continue the 
fine job he has done. Dave Luthro be
came Administrative v. P. and Tom Foster 
became Program V.P. Stan Brown vowed 
to watch our pocketbook for the coming 
year, and Delos Goodman joined in as 
board member. 

Jim Schwake started off the festivities 
by telling a joke other than his usual 
" Green Side up", and we knew that we 
were going to have a good evening right 
then. He received his honors later when 
Doc Taylor awarded him his past presi
dents pin. Jim received a well deserved 
hand for almost two years of a job well 
done. He now goes up the ladder with 
a job as area counselor and also becomes 
our public relations ot:ttcer. 

The Marshalltown Chapter of Sweet Ade
llnes came and sang for us and did a mighty 
fine job. The Kruse gang from Conrad 
sang for us and Russ and his three boys 
sure do a nice job. He and two of the 
boys are barbershopper s and we look for 
the third soon as he has more time. 

Doc Taylor took over and told the story 
of how he, Jim Schwake, and Dave Luthro 
flew down to COTS at Lincoln with Torn 
Foster. Tom has his own plane and we 
understand he iS a good pilot but he sure 
had the fellows worried that day. They 
decided to land at a field other than the 
regular one and it turned out to be a 
pasture and ver y small. Doc said he 
was not worried because he spotted a 
fence at the other end and be knew they 
would stop when they hit that. They had 
15 minutes to make the House of Dele
gates meeting and when they could not 
make a phone work, they all were r eady 
to take a self- propelled combine that was in 
the hanger to the meeting. ..... 

Nubb ins 
Join s heldon 

by John Addengast 
The Chordmasters of Sheldon, Iowa, 

elected new officers for 1968. They are: 
Jack Gable, President ; Alvin Vogel, Ad
ministrative Vice President ; Ver dell An-

derson, Program Vice- President; Edwin 
Fischer, Secr etary; and Larry Verdooln, 
Tr easurer. 

The Chordrnasters Chorus and the Dial
tones sang at the Christian Reformed Church 
at Bigelow, Minnesota on Sunday evening, 
January 28th. A short musical concert 
was given. 

The Four Nubbins of Spencer, Iowa, 
have joined the Sheldon Chapter. We, 
a.s barbershoppers. welcome these four 
men. 

••••• 
Denison lnstaJJ s 

by Geor ge Brooks 
The Denison Chapter held an Installa

tion Banquet January 8th, installing a com
pletely new group of officers. January 
20th, all officers and both directors at
tended COTS in Lincoln, Nebraska. 

In our first Board Meeting, we dis
cussed our activities for the future year; 
Show, Ladles Nights, Guest Nights, and how 
to retain and gain members. Prospects 
look great for the Denison Chapter in 1968! 

••••• 
Fort Dodge 

Dreams 
Fulfilled 

by Don Langr 
A dream of Director Dick Johnson and 

the late Herb Dick, founder of the Town 
and Country Chapter, was to have the 
chorus sing in the church of each mem
ber during a Sunday morning service. Dur
ing the past year, this has been accom
plished for about half of the members 
with the appearance in January at River
s ide Methodist Church and First Evan
gelical United Bretheran Church attended 
by three of our members. The project 
has been enjoyed by all the members and 
will be continued during 1968. Although 
Herb is not there in person, he ls still 
there in spirit. 

Member s of the chapter and their wives 
enjoyed a formal installation of officers 
and Ladies Night on January 9th. Gene 
Hutchins of Algona, the chapter area coun
selor, Installed the officers. The enter
tainment was unique in that we had our 
own CSA Championship Quartet, The Fore
man, and the 3rd Place Quartet, The Mid
west Four, in addition to two other local 
quartets, The Chordhuskers and The Three 
Buds and a Thorne. The four quartets 
made up a ladies night "Parade". 

The following appearances kept the chaP
ter members busy during the month of 

December. The chorus was part of a 
benefit s how in Algona for Garrigan High 
School, Christmas carols were sung for a 
retarded children's party sponsored by 
the Lions Club. The Chapter also had 
seven officer s attending the COTS school 
in Lincoln. 

The chapter has a goal of "78 in 68" 
for their present membership drive. Bruce 
Watnem, the chapter pres ident, conducted 
a personal membership drive the past 
year and has received a 10 member award 
from the International for his ettorts. 

••••• 
Tope ka In s talls 

1968 
Officers 
by Her b Crapson 

The Installation of the 1968 Chapter 
Officers for the Topeka Chapter was quite 
a joyous and gay attair. It all took 
place on January 9th in the Gold Room of 
the Holiday Inn South. The evening fes
tivities got underway with a cocktail hour 
at 6:00 P.M., followed by dinner at 7:15. 
Entertainment was supplied by the Topeka 
West High Singers, two chapter quartets, 
the Sunfiower Lads and the Rip Chords, 
and the Capitol City Chorus. Joe Juvenal, 
Area Vice President for Kansas, performed 
the Installation Ceremonies. 

The Chapter President for 1968 is Dr. 
Bob Collins, He bas been a member of 
our society for fifteen years in the Cen
tral States District chapters of Cloud County 
Kansas; Sioux Falls, South Dakota; Lin
coln, Nebraska; and now Topeka. He was 
chorus director in the three aforemen
tioned chapters and was the organizer of 
the Sioux Falls Chapter. For seven years 
he was Music Instructor in the pulbic 
schools and now practices dentistry, 

The Topeka Chapter boasts of six music 
instructors among its pres ent members. 
There are several others with much more 
than ordinary musical background. ..... 

Notes from 

Riv er City 
by Bob Harnack 

As per usual, the River City Chapter 
has had an interesting year. Pretty much 
the same, we imagine, as the other active 
chapters in the Central States District 
The usual sing-outs for the chorus and 
many r equests for the Panics and 'Mid
west Four, our newest quartet, to appear 
on var ious area programs have made for 
the usual activity filled year. 

Although our membership s lacked ott 
some this past year, we are still able 
to get from 40 to 60 fellows out every 
Monday evening for r ehearsal. We are 
in the process of learning new songs for 

(Continued on page 8) 



the Spring Parade. World War I is the 
theme and practically all the songs will 
be related to that period. The Parade 
date has been changed to April 13th in 
order to accomodate the Salt Flats and 
to reserve the Municipal Auditorium. 

A Ladies Nite is planned for February 
and a membership kick- off supper is coming 
up. We also have several programs to 
do for various area organizations, so you 
can see that time rolls on and River City 
always has something on the docket. 

Four of our newly elected officers at
tended COTS at Lincoln and we are happy 
to say that they returned with such en
thusiasm that it appears we are headed 
for another busy and interesting year . ...... 

Kossuth County 

has new 
Director 

by E.H. (Gene) Hutchins 
The Kossuth County Barbershop chorus 

with headquarters at Algona, Iowa, has re
sumed 1968 activities with new vigor under 
the direction of Freeman Groat of Fort 
Dodge. Groat was 1966 Barbershopper of 
the Year for the Fort Dodge chapter and is 
a lifetime member of SPEBSQSA with 
plenty of talent, ideas, and enthusiasm for 
barbershop singing. 

President Ron Schultz of Humboldt and 
the new slate of officers were installed 
January 13th at a ladies night dinner 
meeting at the Imperial Cafe in Bode, Iowa, 
with Groat and Area Vice- President Bruce 
Watnem officiating. Membership expan
sion is planned and the chorus is pointing 
toward the an!lual Parade on April 6th. 
Six members of the chorus in addition to 
director Groat attended the COTS school 
in Lincoln, Nebraska. 

Don't Forget 

INTERNATIONAL 
PRELIMINARIES 

DENVER 

Our Men from U.N.C.L.E. 

Longrnont 

Undecided 
by Hig Boersma 

Members of the Longmont Chapter are 
debating the matter of weekly meetings 
versus meetings held every other week. 
Is it necessary to meet every week? Is 
attendance better when meetings are held 
every week or every two weeks? We 
invite comments from any chapter on this 
issue. 

Longmonts President, Administrative 
V. P., Secretary, Treasurer, and Delegate 
attended the COTS meetings at Lincoln, 
Nebraska, and all report an exceptionally 
good time and a great deal accomplished. 
They promise new ideas and innovations 
which will put new vitality into our chaP
ter meetings. 

CENTRAL STA TES SERENADE 
TERRY ROISUM 
104 West Rose 

Sioux Falls, S.D. 57105 

Return PO Form 3579 To: 
INTERNATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 
6315 Third Avenue Kenosha, Wisc. 

Our annual Valentine-Ladies Nite party 
was held on Tuesday, February 13th. This 
is always a gala affair and brings out 100% 
plus attendance. Skits, humorous dia
logues, orations, and quartet and chorus 
singing make for a memorable evening of 
fun. 

Plans are in the making for a Chapter 
2oth Anniversary Party to be held in 
April or May. Our chapter was chartered 
in the spring of 1948 and several of the 
charter members are still very active in 
the organization. The observance may 
include all the chapters in the Rocky 
Mountain area. 
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