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Let Singdom Ring! 

We've all 
heard the phrase, 
"Let Freedom 
Ring," and it 
inspires our pa
triotic feel ings. 

With the fi
nancial pressures most of our 
schools are feeling, our love of 
music should lead us to think 
"Let Singdom Ring." Many of 
our schools have seen major 
funding cuts affecting their mu
sical programs. 

How can we as Barbershop
pers help our vocal music educa
tors do their jobs better with their 
limited resources? 

If we introduce one new man 
to barbershopping, that's great, 
but if we can introduce one mu
sic educator to barbershopping, 
j ust think how many people that 
one person can, in turn, expose 

the joy we call barbershop-
1 ng! Will this result in immedi-

.le membership gains? Most 

By Ron Morden, PRESIDENT 

probably not, but if ever there 
was a fantastic investment in the 
future of thi s hobby, this has got 
to be it. Kenosha has produced 
top-notch aids to help us in this 
task; but a word of caution, 
many music educators have pre
conceived images of barber
shopping, and so approaching 
them must be carefully pre
planned. They are professionals 
and must be treated as such. 

You wil l be hearing more on 
this initiative throughout 2003, 
but in short, if we are to preserve 
our hobby, we must make it 
known to many more people, and 
not just those who may join us 
immediately. 

Speaking of membership, the 
group of new members during 
2003 will be designated as the 
Merrill Aitchison Memorial 
Class of ' 03. This memorial is 
dedicated as a lasting tribute to 
Past District President Merrill 
Aitchison, who passed away re
cently. Merrill added so much to 
barbershopping, both in his long
time Cedar Rapids chapter and 
CSD. To the scores of members 
who knew Merrill, there could be 
no more fitting remembrance of 
thi s man than to make our ' 03 
membership c lass the biggest 
ever. 

"Let Singdom Ring" to ever 
more members thi s year! fl 

Society for the 'Preservation and ".Encouragement of 1Jarber 5hop Quartet Singing In Jlmerlca. i nc. 
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Has your chapter thought about hosting 
a convention? 
By James Fisher, VP EVENTS 

Is your chapter interested in hosting a CSD spring or fall convention? 
The CSD convention team is currently accepting proposals for the fol
lowing Conventions: 

2004 spring convention to be held April 16- 18 
2005 spring convention to be held April 15-17 
2006 spring convention to be held April 21-23 
2006 fall convention to be held October 6-8 
2007 spring convention to be held April 20-22 
2007 fall convention to be held October 5-7 

Hosting a convention is an exciting opportunity for your chapter to 
work together to promote this great hobby that we all enjoy. Please con
tact me or Roy Sullivan, convention chairman, for more information 
about hosting a convention. fl 
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2003 good year to compete 
By Jim Bagby, VP CONTEST AND JUDGING 

Quick quiz: what chapters or 
quartets in your district, or in your 
area, do you consider successful? 
What makes them that way? I bet 
they have at least one thing in 
common: they compete regularly. 

Why (I hear someone ask) iz
zat important? Well (I hasten to reply) there are 
lots of good reasons: fellowship; a chance to see 
how the other guys do it; convention activities 
abound aside from the contests themselves; a 
chance to see who you might like to have on your 
show; a visit to the Barbershoppers ' shop; a family 
outing. (Be sure you see the Society's dandy new 
video, "Singing Is Life." Watch for the young man 
who says, "Yeah, I plan to sing the rest of my 
life ... ") 

But I suggest the most important reason you 
need to compete, at least every other year or so, is 
that our contest system provides the best true 
measure of how well you sing. And for a chorus, 
how well you sing has a lot to do with the survival 
of your chapter. 

I call it (don't stop me if you've heard this) the 
Golden Circle: "The better we sing, the more fun 
we have. The more fun we have, the more mem
bers we attract. The more members we have, the 
better we ' re able to sing. The better we sing, the 
more fun we have." Ringing chords and the chance 
to turn loose our inner ham are what attracted most 
of us to this amazing hobby, and the formula still 
works. 

So polish up two songs and go experience for 
yourself how much help you get from the judging 
panel. These guys spend lots of time in training 
and practicing, just for the chance to guide you into 
that aforementioned circle. 

Want a testimony? Ask the Hays guys how 
much fun the High Plains Chorus had last year. 
The western Kansas chapter decided to compete 
without published scores in the spring contest, and 
were encouraged enough to return for the fall -
where they performed and placed very respectably. 

Ask the new CSD Super Novice quartet 
champs, HOGWILD of Watertown, S.D., how 
much fun they had in their first time on the contest 
stage. 

I have verbal commitments from three choruses 
who 've not competed for awhile that they plan to 
be in Lincoln this April: Aberdeen and Sioux Falls, 
S.D., and Hastings, Neb. Why not join them? All 
choruses also are welcome for the October conven
tion in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. Want some coaching 
first? It 's available; contact me or your Chapter 
Counselor or nearest district officer fo r some guid
ance on who's available. Ask for a Standing Ova
tion evaluation of your annual show from Bob 
Frankenfeld, and pick up some free pointers on 
how you can boost your entertainment quotient. 

Competition is only part of what we do in this 
hobby, but it sure can be important and rewarding 
- for choruses or quartets. 

From Joann and me, best wishes for a healthy, 
happy, harmonious New Year! fl 

CDWI scheduled in conjunction 
with the S.D. Festival 
By Scott Spilker. VP CHORUS DIRECTOR DEVELOPMENT 

A Chorus Director Workshop Intensive (CDWI) 
has been scheduled for Friday, Feb. 7, starting at 
2:00 p.m. in conjunction with the South Dakota 
Festival. This will be in Watertown, South Dakota, 
with the Glacial Lakes Harmonizers serving as 
the workshop chorus. 

The five chorus directors will report at 2:00, and 
meet with Society trainers Byron Myers from St 
Joe, Mo., and Bill Iovinella from Saratoga Springs, 
New York. 

The Watertown chorus will report at 7:00 p.m., 
and serve as the workshop chorus. Each director 
will be video taped, and worked with individually 
by each trainer. 

The directors that have agreed to participate are: 
Don Forney, Milbank; Dean Trapp; Yankton; Gale 
Shafer, Pierre; Bob Wakeman, Watertown; and 
Harvey Jewell, Sioux Falls. fl 

Rod 
Jon 

Monty 

Rich 

Contact: Rk:h Huyck 

816.452.8365 

QOO@kc. rr .com 

GENTLEMEN OF NOTE 
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Board actions 
By Gale Demaree, SECRETARY 

The Central States District Board 
of Directors met in special session 
on November 8, 2002, at COTS in 
Omaha. The following actions were 
approved. 

The Society Youth Policy 
Statement was discussed in light of 
revisions approved at the Leadership 

Forum, which is to become effective Jan 1, 2003. It 
was the position of the board that all chapters are to be 
aware of the liability aspects of youth involvement in 
chapter-sponsored functions and to be familiar with 
laws of the state of their incorporation. Chapters are to 
be advised to monitor the Society Website to be current 
on the policy as it is fine tuned. VP Membership was 
named as lead official on this matter. Chapter Counsel
ors are to be knowledgeable on the topic and prepared to 
advise chapters on implementation of the policy. 

The board granted VP Events authority to negotiate 
with Omaha DoubleTree Hotel on matter of changing 
date of COTS, November 2004. 

The board resolved to be more proactively involved 
in contacts with chapters to seek feedback from chapters. 

The district financial status is satisfactory and will 
finish the year within budget. 

The board directed the VP Events to develop a pol
icy for assignment of housing at conventions and plan 
for dissemination of the pol icy. The group housing 
form and group registration form will be posted to the 
district Website. 

The board accepted the resignation of Byron Myers 
Sr. as VP music and performance and elected John 
Vaughan to complete the unexpired term as VP music 
and performance. 1' 

Heartland Harmony Happening 
More classes, more fun, more singing 
By Gale Demaree, HHHADMINISTRATOR 

We changed the name of our d istrict music school, 
we added some c lasses, we will offer discount deals. 
All we need is for you to join us for the weekend at 
Missouri Western State College, St. Joseph, Mo., home 
of Harmony College, June 6-7, 2003. If you sign up 
before May 23, the full registration fee will be $95.00, 
including sleeping rooms and three meals on Saturday. 
If you sign up after May 23 , the fee will be $105.00 to 
cover additional administrative costs for the facilities. 

C lasses will start 7:30 Friday night, June 6. Sleep
ing rooms, bedding, and tO\\ els will be provided for 
Friday night and Saturday. All th ree meals will be pro
vided on Saturday. C lasses will resume at 8 a.m. Sat
urday and the school wraps up with a show on Satu rday 
night with a parade of quartets capped off with two dis
trict champion quartets. We plan to finish up in time 
for you who live within driving di stance to get home, 
rest up and be ready for church on Sunday. 

We wi ll have top notch coaching for eight quartets 
and two choruses. Choruses within 80 miles of St. Jo
seph may register for three hours of coaching from the 
best coaches in the district for $12.00 per man . Meals 
and sleeping rooms are not provided at that rate. Chap
ters who send eight or more members will qualify for a 
I 0 percent discount. 

Here are some of the c lasses we will offer. Wood
shedding and Tag Singing, Vocal TechniquesNoice 
Analys is, Fundamentals of Music, 
Interpretation & Presentation, How to Get a Standing 
Ovation Every Time, Comedy in Barbershop, 
Computers and Barbershop, Basic & Ad vanced Direct
ing Techniques, How to Host a Harmony Explosion, 
History of Barbershop, Sight Singing/Repertoire Re
view. 

We will also have five hours of training for SOP 
Reviewers at a special fee of$ I 0.00 per man. Meals and 
sleeping rooms are not provided for th is fee. 

We will teach you a couple of songs. There will be 
all the ice cream you can eat. This will be an excellent 
opportunity for singing, fellowship and fun . Plan now 
to attend. 1' 

Phase II 
Quartet 

A capdla/8arbttshop 

2000 Central States 
\bampions 

Pd e 
Bryan 

P.O. 
Randy 

lO I:\ Garden Cliy Rd. 

Frcmoa1 . NF.~ 
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Society Board report 
By Lud Einess, soc1ETY BOARD MEMBER 

The 2002 Leadership Forum is 
now history, but the glow still re
mains on what, in my opinion, 
was the best ever. 

The Planning & Program De
velopment Group, of which I am a 
member, started the meeting I :00 

p.m. Wednesday and continued through Friday. 
The meeting was intense and very productive. 

Here are some of the key items discussed and 
voted on: 

*Increase dues $4.00, effective December 3 1, 
2002 - passed. 

*International Convention registration early bird 
increased $5 .00, the January to pre-convention re
mains $15.00 higher, and on-site registration re
mains $25.00 higher. These rates will increase 
proportionately through 2007 - passed. 

*Restructured CSL T and consolidated with 
Leadership Task Force, renamed "Leadership De
velopment Committee" - passed. 

*Revisi ted the Youth Policy Statement, added 
parental/guardian consent forms, effective 1/1/03 
-passed' 

Additional items that were discussed and passed 
at the board meeting were to sell Harmony Hall and 
look for another location, approve the moving of 
the McCook, Neb., Chapter from the Rocky Moun
tain to Central States district. 

In 2003 I wi ll be serving on the Operations 
Group, this group is responsible for current year 
processes rather than future years planning, 
which is the responsibility of the P&PD Group, the 
group I served on last year. 

The presidents from CSD, Illinois and Ever
green will report to me, and we will work together 
on any problems that might occur, and share posi
tive happenings. I am also responsible for keeping 
tabs of the activities of the Chorus Director Devel
opment and External Affairs committees. 

The reports that the above groups are required to 
file every year wi ll be sent to me for my perusal, 
and any red flag that appears will try to be re
solved, I will then rep ort on the activities of these 
groups to the Ops group. 

I am looking forward to my assignment, and will 
try to keep you posted on anything pertinent. 

The Mid-Winter convention is rapidly approach
ing, and I encourage all you to attend. For those 
who have never been, I guarantee you will have a 
great time. It is a much smaller and intimate con
vention that you will thoroughly enjoy. 

Hope to see a lot of you there; if you can't make 
it to Albuquerque, I will see you at the spring con
vention/prelims. 

Betty and I wish all of you a safe, healthy and 
happy New Year! 1' 

New member orientation from 
the director's point of view 
By Scott Spilker, VP CHORUS mREcroR DEVELOPMENT 

One of the many challenges 
we face as directors is getting a 
new recruit up to speed and into 
the performance chorus as soon 
as possible. If this process is 
rushed, a new member may feel 
overwhelmed. If it takes too 

long, you risk losing the singer from a feeling of 
failure to contribute. 

One of the things many choruses struggle with is 
music packets for guests and new members. 
Someone in the chapter other than the director 
should be assigned to maintaining guest and new 
member packets with all current repertoire in
cluded. It is essential that these be updated every 
time new music is passed out. 

Once the director has placed the singer in his re
spective section, he should be assigned a "buddy" 
in his own section to help in his orientation proc
ess. This "buddy" can then help the director to de
termine if the new singer is ready to perform with 
the chorus. 

If your chorus has learning tapes, you should 
keep them in a library, and issue a tape as soon as 
he turns in an application for membership. You' 11 
find that some new recruits will take this tape 
home, and have the repertoire songs learned in a 
couple weeks. 

There are many other areas that you will need to 
address to orient new members, but attention to the 
musical aspects will help your director, and 
quicken the time to full participation by a new 
singer in the performing chorus. 1' 
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Harmony Foundation notes 
By Leonard Purvis, VPDIS'I'RlCTHARMONYFOUNDATION 

Another year is underway and 
the news from Harmony Founda
tion is changing again. I'm just 
learning some of the changes my
self, so I'll try to keep you all up
dated as the year progresses. 
More on that topic later, but first 

let me thank everyone for the effort you made in 
the interest of charity in 2002. It was a tough year 
for many of us and for the world as well. It seems 
the times are changing slowly in terms of improv
ing our financial situation both as individuals and 
as members of the Society. It certainly behooves 
us to reach out in our communities and make our 
efforts and our hobby better known. One of the 
keys to being able to do more charity work is to 
increase our base of members. This can be done by 
putting our best feet forward both as performers 
and as givers. Let's see if we can do even more in 
2003 than we did in 2002, in both membership and 
charitable contributions. 

As I mentioned earlier, there are many recent 
changes at Harmony Foundation. There have been 
several personnel changes, which include the de
parture of Gary Stamm, who had been the back
bone of the Foundation for several years. The plan 
is to replace Gary with a person who is more ori
ented toward the pursuit of support from corporate 
America to help build the Foundation's coffers. 
This may make it possible for us to provide more 
grants to schools and communities as well as chap
ters as we attempt to preserve this musical art form 
we hold so dear. In fact, the vision statement has 
also been revised to be more direct in that effort. 

The new vision statement reads - "Harmony 
Foundation is to be a leading philanthropic 
force dedicated to perpetuating the Barbershop 
Harmony art form for the present and future 
generations to enjoy." Even though this is a more 
limited statement than we had before, I believe we 
all agree it has great merit and deserves our whole
hearted support. 

The interesting problem the above mentioned 
changes create is that in order to attract the interest 
of the big money companies that we hope to in
volve, it is believed we will need to increase our 
members contributions considerably, as well. 

Based on our present membership, we could raise a 
million dollar each year if we averaged thirty dol
lars per member to Harmony Foundation. That is 
the minimum predicted to be necessary if we are to 
get big business involved. In CSD, that would be a 
goal for Harmony Foundation of around $67,500. 
That does not include the local charitable contribu
tions. 1 don't have final numbers for 2002 at the 
time of this writing but it seems we were in the 
$45,000 area in 2001. 

So if each of us can find it in our heart and 
pocket book to increase our giving to Harmony 
Foundation by one third we could be doing our part 
to make this new approach work. 

I'm convinced it can be done, particularly if we 
give regularly. Please do as much as you can con
sistently throughout the year and we'll see great 
returns in the future. 1' 

QUALITY ACAPPELLA FOR All O CCASIONS 

'7' MEN 
Chris ·Tenor 2 
Brad · Baritone 7 ~ ~ 

'1t'EL0'Q 

Eric· Lead 

Brian · Bass 

International Semi-Finalist Qw.lifying Quartet 
Com.acts: 81~360-3501 

RcvJEDcrits@aol.com stcphcns.brad@principaJ.com 

• 
~: 
'lince Yinser 
H08· S3rd Street 

JU~SStC !ARKS 
1998 INTERNATIONAL 

SENI ORS QUARTET 
CHAMPIONS 

'1! ·:.J~~ 
IJ~ Des Moim. IA S03tD 

StS-991-6036 or StS·2SS-S668 

v~ ~ a.w. 
Femrio9 P1rodiu ud 

Other Pn~i1t1rinl 

Nuuoe 
l1tme1: www.Jurau iclarks.com 
Juru1icl1rks@juno.com OR vvi•9er@msn.com 

-------------------------------------·-·-·-----·-·-·-·-·-·---------
BRING YOUR QUARTET FOR 8 HOURS 

OF COACHING FROM 8 CHAMPIONS. 

COME TO HEARTLAND HARMONY 

' 
I 

HAPPENING, JUNE 6-7 . 
-·-·---·-·-·-·-·-·-· -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·---- ---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·J 
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Portable membership 
recruiter available! 
By Dale Neuman, MEMBERSHIP DEVELOPMENT VP 

The good folks at our Soci
ety's headquarters have now 
made it possible for us to recruit 
new members in ways that utilize 
the electronic-age life style that 
the current generation has grown 
into. 

1 write about the 12 minute, 52 second video 
"Singing is Life" that has just been produced and 
released by Kenosha. It is sub-titfed "An Introduc
tion to the Barbershop Harmony Society" and in
cludes wonderful vignettes from contests, tag 
singing, families at conventions to quartets and 
choruses performing and interviews with young 
and old about how great it is to be part of this mu
sical tradition. 

One copy is going to each chapter but it is rec
ommended that chapters purchase several more so 
that they can be made available in your communi
ties fo r persons to watch, for TV to use as part of 
public service programming, or fo r you to take to a 
service organization that may need a short program 
at one of its luncheon meetings. One suggested 
mode of use was to make sure that each man on 
your membership team had a copy that they could 
take to a prospective member's home and show so 
that others in the family could see what this hobby 
is really like. There is even some talk of convert
ing it to the CD format (like those AOL discs we 
all get) and doing a general mail ing in communities 
where chapters exist as a way of getting the word 
out to the younger guys. 

Whatever happens in whatever modality, we 
need to be ready to use this new initiative. And we 
need to be ready to follow up with fo llow through 
that is as informative and as interesting as the 
video. Guests need to be welcomed, brought into 
the singing, be told of the chapters particular mis
sion and goals and given a true and honest sense of 
how the messages of the video - because there are 
several in it - are given life and meaning in your 
chapter. 

This will not just happen but will need to be part 
of a plan. Those of your officers who went to 
COTS saw this video as well as a longer computer-

based Power Point presentation on how to build 
such a plan. Ask them about what they saw and 
how well it was crafted. Ask them how soon your 
chapter will be starting on it s plan and using these 
new tools! 

The title of the video, "Singing is Life," is drawn 
from the slogan coined last year. The full slogan is 
'"Singing is Life, the rest is just detai ls." But if we 
are to fully enjoy our kind of singing and if we are 
to honor our commitment to perpetuate it as an art 
form, the most important details we face are an ag
ing membership and declining numbers. These 
new membership initiatives - along with "United 
We Sing" community singing activities - are in
tended to meet prospective members on their re
spective turfs and terms so that we can once again 
be an organization of men of all ages from all 
walks of life who have in common their love of 
singing. 

One more detail that I have to now 1 ive with is 
the official name change for my office - from 
Member Services to Membership Development. 
Help me make the name change meaningful for 
CSD and rewarding for YOUR chapter by commit
ting yourself to be a '·new member initiator" rather 
than just a "guest greeter" fo r the next 12 months. 
I look forward to your chapter's successful new 
year! 1' 

•· ~. •· • · •· ca. • · a . , t N c: . 

L EARN HOW TO HOST A SUCCESSFUL 

HARMONY EXPLOSION. COME TO 

H EARTLAND H ARMONY HAPPENING, 

JUNE 6-7 ·-·-·-·-·-·-' -·-·-· - ·-·- ·-·-· - ·- ·-· - ·- ·- ·- ·-·- ·- ·- ·- · - ·- ·- ·- ·- ·- ·- ·-



Pages SERENADE January/February 2003 

flrrrill i\itcQison 
3Ja11. 30, 1928 - Nnu. 11, 2002 

TRIBUTES FROM HIS 
FELLOWBARBERSHOPPERS 

MERRILL WILL LIVE ON IN OUR HEARTS 

His love for fami ly and friends he shared; 
Everyone knew how deeply he cared. 

With diligence he took on each charge; 
He never saw a task too small or large. 

When from Earth ' s domain his songs were done, 
The Heavenly Father said, " Welcome home, my son." 

-John Petterson 
• • • 

How we' ll miss Merrill Aitchison. He was a man 
who cared deeply for barbershop singing and gave all to 
the Central States District and to the Society. I' ll re
member him most as a person who was so encouraging 
to me as a young CSD Barbershopper in the '60s. Merrill 
was a leader, a true gentleman and wonderful human 
being. 

-Dr. Greg Lyne 
• • • 

ANOTHER ONE GONE 

Although Merri ll was not as well-known outside his 
district as some other giants in the Society, he was, 
nonetheless, a force for good in CSD and the Cedar 
Rapids area. I' ve only known him since becoming a 
staff member, but I've always known his kind - and 
they are virtually irreplaceable. Merrill was one who 
helped others keep a Society together long enough for 
men like you and me to join. He contributed to the bet
terment of everyone, even those who disagreed with 
him. He was the epitome of a Barbershopper who 
cared enough to give more than he needed to. He j ust 
was there, willing to do whatever, whenever and for 
whomever. 

Merrill is just one more reason I' m proud to be in 
this Society. Where else would I find so many men I care 
so much about, regardless of how long I've known them? 
Where else could I be moved by a man I saw for about 
five minutes once every four years? Where else is there 
a group that produces so many men like Merrill Aitchison? 

While we will all be hard-pressed to find another 
Merrill, we are all better for having known him and 
called him friend . His passing is just one more re
minder that we all must do what he did to ensure that 
our Society is passed on and his name is remembered 
by those who will never have known him. They will 
only be the heirs of his legacy. And what a legacy it is! 
Can you imagine what barbershopping would be like in 
the Cedar Rapids area and CSD in general had there not 
been a Merrill Aitchison? 

Rest in peace, my friend. I promise to do my part so 
that you and others like you will always be remem
bered. I'm looking right now for someone with your 
willingness to do for others and your patience and persis
tence to see it through. I have a tough job, thanks to you. 

-Ev Nau 
• • 

I fi rst met Merrill when he made the trip from Cedar 
Rapids to Fremont, Neb., to present us our charter at 
our charter show in 1973. Since that time we have 
shared many happy moments together and I endorse the 
tributes that have been paid him by his fellow Barber
shoppers. Hazel and thei r family will be included in 
our prayers. May the memory of his leadership inspire 
the rest of us to appreciate what we have in barbershop. 

-Winston Rashleigh 
• • • 

Several years ago, as the CSD was beginning the 
process of having a Convention Team run our conven
tions, the committee charged with designing and im
plementing this structure chose a man to be conventions 
chairman who probably had more experience run ning a 
convention than anyone else in the di strict, Merrill 
Aitchison. 

It was my good fortune to be the first local chairman 
to run a convention under this plan. As a consequence 
of running what was at that time, and I believe sti ll is. 
the largest and most successful spring convention and 
contest that the district had ever had, I was "drafted" by 
the Convention Team to become an assistant to 
Merrill. I have been functioning in that capacity since. 

Sometimes it happens in life that one has the ex
treme good fortune to have the opportunity to learn 
from the best, to shadow someone who REALLY 
knows what's going on, and to be able to pick his brain. 
Such was my fortune, to be Merrill ' s assistant. But 
more than that, I learned what a marvelous individual 
Merrill was. His caring and compassion, not just for 
the district, but also for the attendees and competitors, 
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helped transform our conventions into FUN, well-run 
events that brought more than competitors to the vari
ous sites around the district: he brought Joe Barber
shopper to experience the broad spectrum of our 
hobby! And for that, we are all grateful. 

Even as we worked together for the district, Merrill 
and 1 developed a special friendship that included our 
wives, Hazel and Becky. We found in them truly warm 
and sensitive people who were unpretentious and as fun 
to be around as anyone we've ever met. 

Our geography kept us far apart, until it was time to 
meet once more at a convention, and we just picked up 
where we left off- all part of that one big happy fam
ily Merrill had helped create called the Convention 
Team. We shared each others joys and sorrows, suc
cesses and failures, and grew closer and c loser together. 

Now, he 's gone. It's like we 've lost our dad, you 
know what I mean? 

So long, Merrill, o l' buddy! We'll see you in the 
great heavenly chorus, where I bet, even now, you're 
working on the next bmg get-together! 

- Roy Sullivan 
• • • 

As a former District Events VP, I had the honor and 
privilege of working closely with Merrill to bring great 
conventions to the members of CSD. Merrill's knowl
edge and attention to detail are attributes which will be 
sorely missed by all who knew and worked with him. 
Carol and I will long cherish the fun times we shared 
with Merrill and Hazel. Our prayers go out for Hazel 
and her family. 

-Bill Hanson 
• • • 

I have known Merrill for thirty years, worked with 
him on various committees, and have always consid
ered him a very good friend. His knowledge, tenacity, 
friendliness and absolute love of barbershopping, Bar
bershoppers and the Society are without equal. I, and 
the rest of CSD, will mi ss him dearly. May his soul, to 
the mercy of God, rest in peace. Our prayers are with 
Haze l and the rest of his family. 

-Lud and Betty Ein.ess 
• • • 

As someone new to the Convention Team, I came to 
rely on Merrill's wisdom and honestly with great re
spect. 1 knew of Merrill for quite a few years, but did 
not really know the man until my involvement first as a 
chapter convention host and later on the committee. 
When Merrill asked me to join the Convention Team I 
felt such an honor to serve and learn from him. I ap
preciated his leading and I would listen to his every 
word. A kind man whose word meant everything. 
I will miss Merrill very much. Truly one of a kind. 

God bless you, Merrill. 
- Larry Warrick 

• • • 

Merrill was a pillar of strength. I will always re
member the convention wrap up meetings 
when somebody around the table had some kind of 
complaint and tensions were rising, Merrill had a way 
of defusing the situation with his calm demeanor. Of 
course, his word was his bond, if he said it, it was so, 
and he was always that way. 

God bless Merrill 
-Jim Nugent 

• • • 
I have thousands of fond memories of Merrill, his 

enthusiasm, his friendship, his true barbershop spirit. 
Everything he did was for all of us, nothing was for his 
ego. We have lost a treasure, but he will live on in our 
hearts and in the excellent leadership team that he built. 

-Gale Demaree 
• • 

What a sad day for the Aitchison family, the Central 
States District and those of us who were long-time 
friends. I remember Merrill as far back as the late 
1950s, as a fellow competitor. He always promoted the 
philosophy that we competed WITH each other and not 
AGAINST each other. I have held that philosophy in 
my heart, from those early days, because of Merrill. I 
also knew that whatever Merrill said, you could " take it 
to the bank." His promises were always fulfilled. To
day I am sad, but the knowledge that that he suffers no 
more, that he rests in God's hands and the fact he has 
found a greater reward than all the good words we 
could ever use to express our feelings, will ease my 
loss. Today I will offer a prayer for Merrill, his family 
and for us, his friends. 

Peace, comfort, and an overwhelming ability to viv
idly recall the moments of our life with Merrill, to all of 
you. It is in each of our hearts and memories that his 
greatness remains. 

-Byron Myers Sr. 
• • • 

I, too, will miss that voice twice a year saying, 
" Ron, Merrill here - I need an MC for contest. Can 
you help me out?" Worked a lot with Merrill , a great 
person and I know that God 's got a plan for a bigger 
Convention for him to run . Best wishes for the family 
to know we' ll all do our best to keep them in our 
prayers. 

-Ron and Judy Mays 
• • • 

Thanks for the information about Merrill. He will 
be sorely missed by all of us who were encouraged by 
his love for this wonderful hobby of ours. 

-Doug "Nie" Nichol, Formalities - CSD district 
champs '73; The Ritz - Int'l champs '91 
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It is so much more than RR4 headline past champ show . . . 
Despite near-miss in Wichita 

a contest By Calvin Yoder, FORTHE RR4 FAMILY 

By Jam es Fisher, VP EVENTS 

What a great convention we 
had in Wichita in October. lf you 
weren' t there you missed some 
great quartets and incredible cho
ruses. Congratulations to Two 
State Four as they earned the title 
of district champion. Congratula

tions also to the Ambassadors of Harmony on a 
great presentation, winning the Plateau AAA and 
earning the right to represent the Central States 
District in Toronto next July. Congratulations to 
the American BarberBoys as well as they won the 
Plateau AA championship and were also named the 
most improved chorus for the contest. 

Mark you calendars for April 4-6 and make your 
plans to be in Lincoln, Nebraska, for the 2003 spring 
convention. This convention will bring out the very 
best of the small choruses as they compete for the Pla
teau A Championship. Best sure to order your all 
events tickets early for the quartet contest because the 
spring quartet contest promises to be a barnburner a::; 
the best of the very best quartets work to earn 
enough points to qualify for the International contest. 

However, the CSD conventions are not just 
competition sessions . They are an opportunity for 
people of like interests to gather to make new 
friends, renew old friendships, to share stories, 
reminisce and create new memories. They are an 
opportunity to learn about the barbershop craft and 
to discover the great harmonies in music. 

The CSD convention team was chaired for many 
years by our dear friend Merrill Aitchison. Merri ll 
made sure that each convention was a success and 
that each detail was attended to. On November 11 

' 
God decided it was time fo r Merrill to sing in his 
choir of angels and took him to be with him. The 
convention team wilJ miss Merrill more than any
one will know. Our love, thoughts and prayers 
continue to be with his family. We know that he is 

What a treat it was fo r the Rural Route 4 to get 
together again and sing for the world ' s best audi
ence, bar none. To bring a little joy and laughter 
into the lives of people, especially those we love, 
has always been something special to us - even 
more so as the years ro ll by. 

That experience was topped perhaps only by the 
opportunity to see you personally, shake your hand, 
and visit a little, not to mention singing a few tags. 

It was so good, also. to see and hear the Jax of 
Harmony. They brought back such good memo
ries of contest and shows done together. And we 
send our congratulations to the always-super Am
bassadors of Harmony, to Jim and his "A''-level 
HOA chorus, the new quartet champs, Two State 
Four, and the many Kansas City quartets! 

RR4 always enjoyed competition. It's hard to 
bel ieve it 's been 16 years since we walked out on 
the contest stage. Where does time go? 

Many of you didn ' t realize (and we wanted it 
that way) that the weekend was marred only by the 
auto accident we had as we were coming into 
Wichita Friday night, j ust before the show. A 
Chevy Blazer ran a red light and hit us in the left 
rear side, total ing my van. Of course, it doesn't 
take a whole lot to to tal a 1988 van with 200.000 
miles on it. 

We thank the Lord for all your thoughts and 
prayers as well as His protection, as no one was 
seriously hurt - even though there were seven of 
us in the van. M y wife, Mary, had four sti tches 
above her right eye and a bruise or two; daughter 
Mindy a sore shoulder; and Mary's mother some neck 
and shoulder pains. We believe in guardian angels. 

Nonetheless, we enjoyed the weekend and thank 
CSD for making that possible. We love you all and 
thanks for the memories. 

(My son-in-law, Chris, really got hooked on 
barbershop while singing tags late Saturday night. 
Thanks, Don Kahl and Stan Grossman! ) fl 

singing in heaven. fl 

iEARN-How.To-Ann-HUMoi1'_0.vouR·-· 45outh Da~ota ~arbershop Festiva\ 
PERFORMANCE. COME TO H EARTLAND February 7-8 
-~~Q~.-~~~~~~_rNa, JuNE 6-7 Watertown, S.D. ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· _________ .:..._ ____ __, 
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The ROI of SPEBSQSA 
By Gary Drake, STILL LEARNING LEAD, MANHATI'AN, 
KANSAS, CHAPI'ER, INCIDER PRESS, BART BARTHOLOMEW, EDITOR 

I have only been singing in the barber
shop chorus for nine years. It seems like 
yesterday when I arrived to a new commu
nity and was asked at a Chamber function 
if I enjoyed singing. Little did I know the 
real return on my investment (ROI) by 
saying, " Yes." 

You see, the real investment in belong
ing to a barbershop chapter is some time. 

The time that most members put into four-part harmony is 
minor compared to the efforts of our chapter leadership and 
directors. Many men, each by contributing his part, make it 
all happen. A barbershop chorus is a whole lot more than just 
singing. Many share their talents of organizational skills, 
fund raising. leadership, writing scripts, planning costumes, 
selling tickets, publishing newsletters and programs, recruit
ing new members, and singing. 

Many of us have very full-time jobs and are quite in
volved in other community activities - yet, we always seem 
to have great attendance at chapter meetings, performances, 
and activities. I am not sure what you get out of belonging to 
our chorus - but I would like to share the return on my 
investment. 

What a blend of men! I sit back and marvel how a group 
of men with nearly seventy years of age range, and as much 
difference in appearance, professions, and talent can come 
together and produce such great sounds. 

My first ROI is hearing this group produce some real 
overtones. I have come to realize that there is no sweeter 

music than the ringing chords of four-part harmony. Who 
knows - someday I may be even able to help produce a great 
chord or two. 

This same group of men not only works hard to improve 
their craft, learn new music, and produces some great shows 
- they also have fun. The enjoyable times. we have at bar
bershop meetings and activities definitely helps lower the 
stress from the rest of our life. This kind of pleasure is a real 
return on investment. 

Sharing our sounds also makes the efforts worthwhi le. 
What a great warm feeling it brings to me to see the smiles in 
a nursing home after the residents have heard their favorite 
Christmas carol. 

Many of us have felt the pat on the back from friends and 
neighbors after the annual show and accepted thanks for shar
ing some four-part praise to our God in a church you don 't 
even call your own. And if you thought all of those brought 
warm fuzzy feelings - wait until you deliver a valentine to 
someone else's sweetheart! 

I could go on with many more returns but none exceed the 
value of friendship. The greatest ROI may be the men that we 
get to know from our mutual involvement in this hobby. Men 
who send you a card or give you a call when you're sick or 
invite you to lunch with no agenda in mind. Fellow members 
who openly profess that this is a time for male-bonding or 
sharing the latest joke they have heard. These are men who 
not only care, but are also there when you need them. 

The barbershop chorus to me is a group of friends sharing 
talent and harmony. I am honored that such a group allows 
me to come when I can and enjoy the great sounds, warm 
fee lings, and real friendship. Who could ask for a better ROI. 

" Isn't it great, the friends we make. Not only of those we 
sing to, but also of those we sing with!" 1' 

"Thecrew"ofthe Old Capitol Chorus 
presents 

Ain't No Pirates 1round Here 
Saturday, February 8, 2003 

at 7:30 p.m. in the West High Auditorium, lawa City, Iowa 

featuring 

The Gashouse Gang 
and the 2002 CSD champion 
1\vo State Four 

Order a show flyer or tickets by phone (319/ 338-6449) 
or e-mail (fgrems@mchsi.com ). 
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BULLETIN BROWSING 
By Wade Dexter, EDITOR EMERITUS 
(Bulletin editors: Please send your bulletins to Wade Dexter, 
209 Belmont, #103, Liberty, MO 64068-2947; (81 6) 415-1704; 
FAX (816) 792-1100) 

Jn an article in the December issue of Harmonotes, the 
Kansas City Chapter bulletin, edited by Todd Anderson, Cal 
Yoder (most every CSD Barbershopper should know that Cal 
sings the lead with CSD's own Rural Route 4, who won the 
gold at Salt Lake City in 1986) describes how the district con
vention weekend in Wichita was marred for the Yoder family 
when their van was ·badly damaged in an auto accident en 
route to the convention. Another vehicle ran a red light and 
struck the van on the left rear side and totaled it. (Cal ven
tures that " It doesn't take a whole lot to total a 1988 van with 
200,000 miles on it.") Cal's wife, Mary, had four stitches 
above her right eye and a bruise or two; daughter Mindy a 
sore shoulder; and Mary's mother some neck and shoulder 
pain. "We believe in guardian angels,'' says Cal. And, yes, 
thank God for guardian angels! Hope you all were fully re
covered and able to enjoy the Christmas holiday. 

* * * 
I note in the November/December Harmonizer that my 

old friend. Gerry Ludwig, of the Leavenworth Chapter {I be
lieve he was a charter member) has joined the "Chapter Eter
nal." Since I don' t get a bulletin from the Cody Choraliers 
(that's what they used to call themselves), I have no further 
details. My condolences to the Ludwig family. 

* * * 
Editor Sharon Ocher puts out the Sioux/and Saga, an ex

tremely readable bulletin, for the Sioux City Chapter. 
Though it's only a two-pager, it always contains a lot of fun 
stuff. In his November edition, Sharon indulges in a bit of 
reminiscino about past directors of the Siouxland Ba rber
shop Cho;us and reveals a few interesting traits and peculi
arities about each one. For example, he recalls their first 
director, Merle Dickinson, who was the founder of the chap
ter. "He sang the lead part with us, and if he didn' t get mixed 
up, we were fine." Joe Burke_ had no barbershopping back
ground, "but he picked 'it up fast." Linda Yagel was called a 
coach because she couldn't be a member. Harry Walker took 
over as the director only a few weeks before their annual 
show. Sean Abel drove nearly 200 miles roundtrip from 
Council Bluffs and ruined several cars as a result. You had to 
watch Jerry Leslie closely because "We never sang the same 
song in the same way twice." Doug Pulse "occasionally 
would actually leap off the ground." Tim Squier is their cur
rent director whose favorite salutation is the word "gentle
men," which "he uses before either praising us or chewing us." 

* * * 
President Dick Hovendick of the Beatrice Chapter reports 

that his chapter board has donated a thousand dollars toward 
the purchase of an acoustical shell for the stage at the Heve
lone Center in Beatrice. "It should greatly enhance perfonn
ances there," says Dick. Found this item in Marvin Engel's 
The Retitri-Tone, the Beatrice Chapter bulletin. 

* * * 

Editor Jack Gable included a nice photo of the Milltones 
in his November issue of The Mil/tones News/euer as they 
perfonned their annual benefit concert at Blue Cloud Abbey 
in Marvin, South Dakota. The free-will offering will enable 
the chapter to fund scholarships for deserving applicants from 
both Milbank and Ortonville High Schools. Jack also in
cludes a bit of news to the effect that the Watertown Chapter 
(Why don 't I get a copy of their bulletin? You do publish a 
bulletin, don 't you, Watertown?) will host the 2003 South 
Dakota Chorus Festival on February 7 and 8. We're told that 
the Happiness Emporium will coach and teach the mass 
chorus numbers. 

* * * 
Editor Bill Dean's October issue of the Vocalizer, the bul

letin of the St. Louis No. I Chapter, included an excerpt from 
the Rivertown Sound Website by Dan Monahan, VP music 
and perfonnance, that described how the Rivertown Sound 
was the warm-up group for the legendary rock and roller, 
Chuck Berry, on September 18. The quartet performed their 
fu ll 50-minute "Doo Wop Show" that included songs like " I 
Get Around" by the Beach Boys, "Happy Together" by the 
Turtles and "Blueberry Hi ll" by Fats Domino. How do they 
arrange that stuff in the barbershop style? 

• * * 
Editor Glen Fulkerson, of The Wichita Woodshedder, in

cluded in his October issue an item by Jay Bond, who you ' ll 
recall sang the bass with the Orphans when they won the 
1954 International quartet championship (boy, that '_s a long 
time ago!). Jay is concerned that quarters and choruses, by 
their emphasis on competition, have raised the standard of 
perfonnance to such a high level that most other groups no 
longer enjoy participating in our hobby. In Jay's words, 
"Please make a little effort go a long way in someone's life. 
Expose them to our wonderful hobby! It has enriched the 
lives of all of us who participate. Some will want to achieve 
perfection in a perfonnance, and others will simply want to 
enjoy it to a more limited extent. We must not allow the per
fection that our contestants achieve to discourage our 
participation." 

* * * 
The Chordbusters of Davenport have a new music direc

tor. His·name is Jay Krumholz, and he sports a long list of 
impressive credentials, both within and without the barber
shop genre. For example, he has a PhD degree in music the
ory from Eastman School of Music, has directed several 
barbershop choruses and has served on the faculty at Har
mony College. Better hang onto this guy. fellows! He lives 
in Galesburg, Illinois, where he teaches music theory, music 
history, and a class on music and cinema at Knox College. 

* * • 
Don Campbell, chorus director and president of the St. 

Louis Suburban Chapter, has an article in the December issue 
of John Conrad's By-lines, that describes progress during 
2002 toward the accomplishment of Don's goals of growth 
both numerically and in performance ability. Their average 
attendance has grown from 20 to 23 to an amazing 30 mem
bers. They had 19 guests on April 19, nine of whom became 
new chapter members, and 13 guests on October 8, four of 
whom joined the chapter. Their current membership stands at 
47. There are larger chapters in our district who haven' t done 
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nearly that well. And Don says, "The chorus arrangements 
are becoming more difficult, the rehearsals more challenging, 
and the after-rehearsal programs are more fun with almost 
everyone. including guests, participating. 

* * * 
The Springfield Chapter is now meeting at the Waterford 

at lronbridge. If you ' re ever in Springfield on business or 
pleasure, the address is I 131 E. Lakewood. Reading further 
in Editor Earl Schnaath's November/December edition of The 
O:arkey, we find an item by one Lance A. Lot (is there really 
someone in that chapter with that name?) who signs himself 
"QA," which we' re told stands for "Quartet Ambassador," 
that takes a look at the eight registered quartets in that chap
ter. That's not quite 32 members, since in one or two cases. 
members are singing in more than one quartet. But it does 
include The Noise Boys, 200 I CSD champions. Quite an 
impressive. report, Lance, old boy! 

* * * 
Editor Dick DeLorm of The ReCHORDer, the Lincoln 

Chapter bulletin, tells how the Continentals were hosts dur
ing a recent guest night to a group of young men (probably 
high school students) and their director called the Lincoln 
East Spartan Men. As Dick tells it, "They got up on the risers 
to warm up with us and stayed there to sing (Barberpole Cat) 
songs and Christmas songs, and even did some work on show 
songs. They even got us to sit while they sang us a couple of 
songs from their repertoire. We had about 21 parents there, 
some of whom joined us on the risers to sing four-part harmony." 

* * * 
A new bulletin (or maybe it 's one we haven 't seen in a 

long time) has joined the regular contributors to this bi
monthly Serenade feature. It 's Staff Notes, the bulletin of the 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota, Chapter, edited by Del Mitchell. 
In the list of coming events, we find a note to the effect that 
the ioux Empirians "are the chapter that is expected (at the 
South Dakota Barbershop Festival) in force" on February 8 
and 9. They also plan to compete in the spring district contest 
in Lincoln in April. Nice job, Del! Keep 'em coming! 

* * * 
The Kansas City Chapter was certainly well represented 

on the Hastings Chapter show on November 16. Their two 
headliner quartets were the 12•h Street Rag, CSD champs in 
1994 and several times International competitors, and that 
noted comedy foursome, Tone-Henge. 

• • • 
Here's an innovation that might appeal to some · of our 

senior ("real" senior) members. At the suggestion of Music 
Director Raymond Schwartzkopf, the Overland Park Chapter 
board has approved the purchase of three specially designed 
stools for use by some of the members when the Overland 
Stage Chorus is on the risers. This might be worth looking 
into by other chapters. We found this in the Overland Stage 
Compal1)' Lme. edited by Don Fuson. 

• • • 

The Sarpy Serenaders of the Papillion Chapter have a 
new director. Well, he's not exactly new. Actually, former 
director Jim Mathis has agreed to fill this important role for a 
second time. Chapter President Gordon Jones provides no 
further details other than that "it is great having a fulltime 
director again. Jim Mathis is off to a fast start, and I have 
heard nothing but positive comments about his efforts." Nice 
to know you're appreciated, isn't it, Jim? 

• * • 
In an item by Chapter Service Chairman Leonard Purvis 

in the November issue of /nCider Press, Leonard reports that 
the Manhattan Chapter presented a check for $4,260 during 
the "Parade of Checks" at the Chapter Operations Training 
Seminar (COTS) at Omaha. That was by far the largest con
tribution made during the "Parade." averaging over $60 per 
chapter member. Said Leonard. " In addition. we should get 
credit for any local contributions the chapter secretary will 
report in December for the year. Therefore, I believe it is quite 
possible we could meet or surpass the $100 per man plateau 
again. That would be the second time in our (chapter) history 
and the second time in a row that we have managed that." I'm 
sure the Manhattan Chapter members are keenly aware tha1 
this incredible success would not have been possible without 
the dedicated efforts of their chapter service chairman. 

* • * 
For those of you who may th ink the "Singing Valentines'' 

program is a waste of time and effort, here's a quote from an 
article by President-elect Lynn Bridie of the Des Moines 
Chapter who is writing about how successful in raising badly 
needed operating funds it can be: "We have learned from at
tending COTS that we are one of the most successful chapters 
in the Central States District. I have attended several meet
ings (at COTS) and so have others. when we were tell ing the 
class about ' Singing Valentines' and how to run them, and the 
instructors in the class were totally bewildered that the day 
could be run that efficiently and profitably." I understand that 
most chapters that implement the plan do better prolit·wise 
than they do on their annual show. I found Lynn 's article in 
the December issue of Harmony Overtones, edited by John 
Petterson. 1' 

Support Your Chapter Bulletin 
Write An Article 

Inform - Record - Reflect 
Recognize - Educate - Promote 
Recruit - Retain - Encourage 

Heartland Harmony Happening 
St. Joseph, Mo., June 6-7, 2003 
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COTS A whole lot of sharing going on 
By Don Fuson, COTS cooRDrNATOR 

We are impressed by the 
collective abilities of people in 
our hobby. 

It is with enthusiasm that we 
approach learning something new. 
We share openly an idea or 
thought with others that are 

seeking to learn and to "bypass" any false roads. 
Because of this posturing, the recent COTS 

weekend in Omaha clearly set some new standards 
for C 0 . 

We had some 190 CSD attendees attend this 
year. up about 35 from 2001. 

We had 40 different chapters attend, up from the 
37 the previous year. 

We had many more "open classrooms" that encour
aged the comparisons of different ideas, and shar
ing of thoughts about a specific problem or activity. 

We had a faculty that went out of their way to 
encourage problem solving by the class rather than 
ponti ft eating from a series of slides. 

We had more joint classes to allow the different 
officers to come together to learn how to approach 
a single problem from different perspectives. 

We had some slow elevators, but perhaps that 
gave us some additional time to think about some 
of the ideas that came from our enthusiastic class 
discussion. 

We had a great college quartet come and demon
strate why every chapter should be actively engaged 
in the identification, support and development of 
these young harmonists under the umbrella of the 
YMIH program. 

But most important were the "take-aways" that 
went with each person back to the chapter. 

We took new contacts from other chapters that we 
can use and ask questions as an extended resource. 

We took new ideas about how to breathe a little 
new life into an old program and make it work better. 

We heard how the chapter must support a uni
fied music team and support their director in order 
to focus on the near-term goals for chorus im
provement. 

We saw how music can be taught in ways that 
will even astound the most conservative musician 
among us. 

We learned that there are " friends of the chap
ter" in the community that can be positioned to re
fer opportunities too many to mention. 

Now comes the tough part. 
We have to continue to keep our sights on goals 

and planning and executing during 2003 for the 
good of the chapter. 

We have to balance the needs of the members, 
their continued changing interests and skills, and 
combine them within the structure of the chapter, 
and the various musical outlets that we create. 

What a grand opportunity lies in store for us in 
2003. 

Let's challenge each other to apply and extend 
the concepts from COTS to position each member, 
each chapter, each chorus and each performance to 
reach more people in each community throughout 
the coming year. 

If we do this, then COTS will earn the grade you 
gave it. 

Reserve November 8-9, 2003, for another oppor
tunity for a jump-start for all chapter members. 
Suggestions on how to make it even better are al
ways appreciated. 1' 

f1R0Uf1 .... 
" K°"'n Son"'pe' a 

37717 130th Ave. 
Forest City, IA 50436 

()u(641) 56H7-322B o·;.-:.7 
Jerry 

surroundsd@wctatel.net 

Ken John Milt Ray 
cont: A c t Rny IVlei s t:cr 
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-rhe Homestead Harmonizers 
p.,_~a-~-rzf 

GRANDMA~§ ATTI·C 

February 8, 200 3 7: 30 p.rn. 

February 9, 2003 2:00 p.rn. 

Hevelone Center - Beatrice, Nebraska 

For Tickets Call: 

Dick Kluver 

402-223-3193 

!BJ) .t11J~ !JJJJI kludaddy@ yahoo.com 



CSD 8rr(\11adr 
clo 8PEB8Q8A, In<'. 
6815 Hannony Lane 
l{rnosha, WI 58143-5199 

Chapter Shows Schedule 
Reported by Gale Demaree, SECRETARY 

Feb. 8 - Iowa City, Iowa - West High School 
8-9 - Beatrice, Neb. - Beatrice Hevelone Center 
22 - Salina, Kan. - Salina Central High School 
23 - 0rd, Neb. - Ord Catholic Church 

March 8 - Topeka, Kan. - Topeka High School 
Aberdeen, S.D. -Johnson Fine Arts NSU 

15 - Kansas City, Mo. - Kansas City Music Hall 
Joplin, Mo. - Webb City High School, Webb City, Mo. 

16 - Joplin, Mo. - Coleman Theater, Miami, Okla. 
21-22 - Nebraska City, Neb. - Nebraska City High School 
22 - Overland Park, Kan. - Johnson County Community College 

Greater Ozarks, Ark. - Bentonville Old High Middle School 
28-29 - Kearney, Neb. - Kearney High School 
29 - Milbank, S.D. - Milbank High School 

Denison, Iowa - Denison High School Fine Arts Center 
Davenport, Iowa - Capitol Theatre, Davenport 
Algona, Iowa - O.B. Laing Middle School 

April 4-6 - Mason City, lowa - NIACC Auditorium 
12 - Manhattan, Kan. - McCain Auditorium 

Viborg, S.D. - Viborg High School 
25-26 - Florissant Valley, Mo. - Florissant Civic Center 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa - Theatre Cedar Rapids 
26 - Des Moines, Iowa - Civic Center of Greater Des Moines 

Hutchinson, Kan. - Fox Theatre 
May 3 - Wichita, Kan. - Orpheum Centre 

17 - Leavenworth, Kan. - Performing Arts Center 

District and Society Events 
Jan. 19-26 - International mid-winter convention, Albuquerque, N .M. 
April 4-6 - Spring district convention, Lincoln, Neb. 
June 6-7 - Heartland Harmony Happening, St. Joseph, Mo. 

29-July 6 - International convention, Montreal, Quebec, Canada 
July 27-Aug. 3 - Harmony/Directors College, Missouri Western State College, St. Joseph, Mo. 
Oct. 10-12 - Fall district convention, Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
Nov. 8-9 -Chapter Operations Training Seminar (COTS), Omaha, Neb. 


