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Ambassadors of Harmony take top chorus honors; Phase II, district 
quartet champ; Sunflower Statesmen, seniors quartet winner 

St. Charles, Missouri , Chapter, Ambassadors of Harmony, David Wright , di rector 

---

) 

Phase II , 1-r: Randy Sanders , tenor, Bryan Nelson , 
bass, P.D. Stibor . lead and Peter !\ruse. bari. 

Sunflower Statesmen, 1-r: Gene Lentz, bari, Dave 
~rman , bass, ,Tim Harders, lead and Vern 

-----------------• Comley, tenor. 

Society for the "Preservation and ~ncouragement of1Jarber Shop Quartet Singing In Jlmerlca. 1nc. 
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515-981-0057 (Home) 
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and Nov!Dec by the Central States 
Association of Chapters, Society for 
the Prelervat:ion and Encou.~ment 
of Barter Shop Quartet Singing in 
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portion of dues; $6.00 to aJI othel'S. 
P eriodical postage paid al Madrid, 
Iowa 50156. 
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Would you like to host a convention? 
By Merrill Aitchison, C ONVENTIONS CHAIRMAN 

We are inviting bids for chapters to host the 
spring conventions for 2002 (April 12-14), 2003 
(April 4-6) and 2004 (April 16-18). These will be 
great opportunities for your chapter to be publi
cized in your community as well as throughout the 
district. Be proud to publicize your community. 
You may also expect to earn income for your chap
ter from the events. 

If the idea of hosting a convention appeals to 
you or you would like additional information, please contact Merrill 
Aitchison, conventions chairman, 1625 47th St. N.E., Cedar Rapids, IA 
52402, 319-393-4093, e-mail : aitch@ia.net 

Talk to your local visitors and convention bureau. You will be 
amazed at how much help they can give you. fl 

2000 Central States District Officers 

President .................. ....... .. .... ................................................ J ohn Marshall 
1339 Cedar St. , Iowa City, IA 52245 (319)-338-3565 jmarsha@mcleodusa.net 
ImmediaLe Past President.. .............................................. ........ .. Lud Einess 
2100 SW Regency Ct., Blue Springs, MO 64015 816-229-2088 ludel @jWlo.com 
Executive Vice President. ..... ... ...................................... ..... ..... Rick Kready 
6501 SW 40• St, Topeka, KS 66610 (913) 478-3724 Rick_Kread}'.@juno.com 

Society Board Member ........................ ...... ..... ..... : ...................... Bill Stock 
522 No. Jackson St., Belleville, IL 62220 (618)233-0198 Bstock522@aol.com 
VP Marketing PubJjc Relations ...... ........................................ Gary Drown 
114 Huron Dr., Kearney, N E 68847 (308) 236-2083 jdrown@keamey.net 

VP Member Services .......................................................... Quentin Gates 
9933 Century Lane, Lenexa, KS 66215 (913) 894-9364 qgates@jWlo.com 

VP Events ...... .......... ............. .............. ............................... Bill Mcl.aurine 
1862 Dougherty Estates Or., Manchester, MO 63021 314-256-015 1 billm77239@aol.com 
VP Chapter Support and Leadership ... ... ... ................................ Ron Mays 
5021 Creslhaven Dr Lincoln, NE 68516 (402) 488-8835 nnays l 23@bigplanet.com 

VP Music and Performance ...... ............... ........... ......... ... Byron Myers Sr. 
1901 Safari Dr., St. Joseph, MO 64506 (816) 232-7910 byrondirects@hotmail.com 

VP Chorus Director Development ......................................... Scott Spilker 
Rt 3, Box 163, Beatrice, NE 68310 402-228-0552 spilk@inetnebr.com 
VP Contest and Judging .......................... ...................... ....... . John Stucker 
1445 So. 22"' St., Leavenworth, KS 66048 (913) 682-1385 jolmstucker@lvnworth.com 

VP Service ... ...... .................................. .. ...... ......... ........... : .. Leonard Pwvis 
5019 Visr.aAcres Dr., Manhattan, KS 66503 (785) 537-7122 lpurvis@ilinthills.com 
VP Young Men in Hannony .... ........ ................. ............... ... Duane Lawson 
900 N.E. 113"Teitace, Kansas City, MO 64155 (816) 734-2158 duanelawson@hotmail.com 

Secretary ......................................................... ............... ...... Gale Demaree 
3 SLonebridge Way, Bentonville, AR 72712 (501) 273-2827 gdema74252@aol.com 
Treasurer ... ... ...... ............ ...... ........................... ...................... Ron Morden 
7059 Andrews Terr. , Panora, :IA 50216-8705 (641) 755-3217 Rorunorden@aol.com 
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Convention's over, 
time to look forward 
By John Marshall, PRESIDENT 

What a great convention! The weather was ex
ceptional (except for a little thunderstorm just as 
every body was trying to get to their cars or walk 
back to their hotels on Friday night and that was 
just to add interest). 

The quartets and choruses were great and almost 
everything went off with out a hitch. The Des 
Moines chapter and the convention team are to be 
congratulated for the way all their hard work paid 
off. If you weren ' t there, we missed you and are 
sorry that you missed us. Just once, I would like to 
see all 2,300 CSD members at a convention along 
with their families to make somewhere around 
5,000. We couldn' t fit them all in, but what a nice 
problem to have! 

With the convention out of the way, it is time to 
look forward to the rest of the year. COTS is next 
up on November 11 , 12. (Not the date erroneously 
printed in the Directory and the convention pro
gram). If you are a chapter officer and have not 
planned to attend, you really need to be there. Let 's 
get cracking you can still get in! 

This issue of the Serenade has many articles 
about upcoming events and you need to read it 
carefully. One of the things coming up is what we 
have been calling "Mini-HEP School." The contest 
to select a new name wi ll change it shortly, so l 
don 't know what to call it. Look for information 
about it; you wiJl be amazed about the staff and su
per Society-level teaching quartets who will be 
there. Don' t miss it! 

If you have not been involved in awhile in some 
district event, take a chance, pick out something 
and show up. There are so many things going on 
that are of such quaJity, that you can 't miss. Just 
give it a chance. Get involved! 

At COTS your new officers for 2001 will be 
elected and I want to take this opportunity to give 
them a plug Your new president, Bill McLaurine, 
will be leading an exceptional board and they will 
need all your support to be successful. Get to 
know who these men are and when they call be 
ready to respond. There is much to be done and 
everyone is needed. fl 

CSD leadership team beginning 
January 1, 2001 
By Gale Demaree, SECRETARY 

The following will be the Central States District 
officers, starting January 1, 2001: 

President: Bill Mcl aurine 
Executive VP: Ron Morden, 
Secretary: Gale Demaree 
Treasurer: Paul Cartwright, 
Immediate Past President: John Marshall 
VP Marketing and PR· Randy Duncan 
VP Events: James Fisher 
VP Contest and Judging: Jim Bagby 
VP Chorus Director Development: Scott Spilker 
VP Chapter Support and Leadership Training: 

Ron Mays 
VP Music and Performance: Byron Myers 
VP Member Services: Jay Bond 
The terms of office for Duane Lawson, VP 

YMIH and Leonard Purvis, VP Charitable Service 
will expire 12-31 -01. fl 

1fF 
1-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· -·-·-·-·-·-·- ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 

Join th!l ir-. ~ !ZXP!Zfi!lne!l et ! 
distriet eonV!Z,ntion£. ~!l!l your eheptizr l 

I 

Quart it Promotion Cheirmen · 
end bieom!l e 

Barberp~le Cat . 
-·-·-·-·-·-·-· -·-·-·-·-·-·- ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·- ·~ 

Sound Legacy 
Clea..-ance special?! 

tf'C.om tla.e. Jrla.e tf'C.om the. Jrfa.• 
CDs $10.00 Tap~ $5.00 

Send money to: John Hayden 
Box 190, Blairstown, IA 52209 
Please include your return address 

along with $2.00 shiooim~ oer order. 
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COTS: It's not too late to sign up 
Omaha, Nov. 11-12 - be there! 
By Craig Hanson, COTS COORDINATOR 

Chapter Officers Training Seminar (COTS) in 
Central States has become known across the coun
try as a model school. Faculty members look for
ward to coming to our district. We treat them as 
our honored guests and respect them for their 
knowledge in the particular field they are assigned. 
It is the officers who attend COTS that make the 
faculty feel at home. Each and every one of you 
can be very proud that faculty members look for
ward to coming to CSD. 

Last year at COTS we learned some very valu
able lessons that will continue to uphold the tradi
tion of excellence that has been established over the 
years. You were all very patient with Bruce and 
me as we took over the new job. Any and all com
ments that were made in person or on an evaluation 
have been stu<;lied and if we were able to incorp9-
rate suggestions into this year's school we did. 

The Doubletree Downtown Omaha was very 
complimentary of our group and couldn't believe 
bow much we managed to pack into a weekend and 
still were up at night singing. The hotel is looking 
forward to this year as well as next as the signed 
contract for the year 200 I has been negotiated. I 
am in the middle of negotiating the years 2002 and 
2003 at the present time. 

COTS is a legitimate chapter expense. It is an 
experience that every officer for 2001 should take 
part in. If you have an officer who can not make it, 
send someone in his place so your chapter gets the 
full benefit of the ideas and plans that are shared 
during the weekend with faculty and officers from 
other chapters. 

When we negotiate the weekend with the hotel, 
we budget with the idea that there will be two men 
per room. Please keep this in mind as you sign up 
for this year's COTS. If there are any necessary 
changes, please make them known on your registra
t ions so we can avoid any headaches during check
in on Saturday. 

Registration will begin at 8:30 Saturday morning 
as the first General Session begins at 11:00. The 
chapter $I 05 fee includes all supplies, lunch and 
dinner on Saturday, Saturday nights lodging and 

Sunday breakfast. The ftnal General Session will 
end by noon on Sunday. We will have instructors 
for Presidents, Secretaries, Treasurers, Music and 
Presentation, Member Services, Marketing and Public 
Relations, Chorus Directors, Chapter Coaches, Bul
letin Editors and District Convention Planning. 

Instructors for two classes were not listed in the 
September/October Serenade. Those instructors and 
classes are: Bruce Anderson will teach the class for 
Bulletin Editors; Merrill Aitchison and Bill McLau
rine will teach the Hosting a Convention class. 

Remember, this is open to all Barbershoppers, 
not just elected officers. This year we will have a 
COTS shop that will stock the books and materials 
that your instructors mention during the weekend. 
Make sure that you have some funds to get these 
reference materials before you leave instead of hav
ing to remember to call Kenosha wben you get home. 

To get the last minute information, contact Craig 
Hanson either by e-mail (HCAhanson@aol.com) or 
phone ( 402-553-7822). Every chapter will get a 
registration packet mailed to them September I 5. 
If you haven't seen the infonnatio1n, you '11 receive a 
chapter packet so you will have all the necessary 
details and can choose what information you would 
want to know before calling or e-mai ling me. 

Tlie address for the Central States COTS No-
vember l l - 12 is: 

Doubletree Hotel- Downtown 
1616 Dodge Street 
Omaha, NE 68102 
Hotel Front Desk (402) 346-7600 1' 

~Movin9? 11 
Notify the following: 

Your chapter secretary and bulletin editor 
Society Member Services: 800-876-SING (7464) 

[Society Member Services maRes the address changes 
a nd labels for the Serenade and Harmonizer] 

If pe• .,. • 11fstrict •• chapter efftcer, •b• netlfya 
CSD Secret ary Gale Demaree (info on page 2) 

Directory Editor Ron Mcintire (page 8 in CSD directory) 
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Demaree enters CSD Hall 'Sing with the Champs' night helps 
of Fame Harmony Foundation 

By Grant Hunget 
By Jim Nugent MEMBERSHIP VP. KANSAS CITY CHAPTER 

2000 Hall of Fame inductee Gale Demaree and his wife, 
Helen , are surrounded by The Gas House Gang, pre
senters and 1999 Hall of Fame recipients. 

Citing long and exemplary service to the Central 
States District as secretary, area counselor, Missouri 
Division VP and at the forefront of the Lifeblood Ex
periment, Gale Demaree was elected to the CSD Hall 
of Fame at the District convention in Des Moines Oc
tober 14. 

T he Gas House Gang was recipient of the Hall of 
Fame honor in 1999 and together The Gang presented 
the award to Demaree. With typical light humor, 
quartet members took turns, reading the list of De
maree' s accomplishments, which also. incJude numer
ous duties and responsibilities in the Greater Ozarks 
and Joplin Chapters. As a finishing touch, the quartet 
sang to the tune of "God Bless America," "You're in 
the Hall of Fame, Gale Demaree." 1' 

EVER-GROWING 

... Or Nothing Else 
Matters! 

The Rural R oute 4 helped contribute $220.00 to the 
Harmony Foundation on Tuesday, September 19. Cal
vin Yoder, Willard Yoder, Jim Bagby and Don Kahl's 
medal gave to the Kansas City Chapter and the Society 
in the form of a "Sing with the Champs" night. Don, 
thanks for sending your medal. We ALL DID wear it 
with PRIDE, as you had hoped. Jim assured the chapter 
that he would return it to you. If he doesn't, please let 
us know and we' ll come up with something real nice for 
you. 

Going into the evening we'd received an under
whelming (Dan Henry, thanks for that new term I 
learned from you) response of four sign-ups to step in 
and sing a tag or a song with three of the Society's 
greatest quarteters. A few more signed up as they ar
rived for the meeting, but still only seven at the 8: 15 
start-time. This was looking to be a 21-rninute event, 
and an early " RR3" departure. 

Once things got rolling, and guys saw bow much fun 
they could have (while feeling good about a $5, $10, or 
$15 contribution), we were off and running, and didn't 
finish unnl 9:45p.m. It was a BLAST! 

As Calvin, Willard, and Jim bounced around on parts 
to accommodate each singer. (Willard, you sang a 
GREAT baritone! Kudos to Gordon Lankenau, who 
assisted with hand/note language for Willard on bari.) 
Donna Lefholz (didn't she do swell, guys?) and 18 
members took part in a memorable quarteting experience 
with our 1986 champs. 

The Gentlemen of Note (Rod Rule, Jon Gathright, 
Monty Duerksen, Rich Huyck) stepped up with a $60.00 
check, and helped with the perfect finale, "Sweet Hour 
of Prayer." One other singer had signed up, but de-
parted early due a sudden case of, "I'll freak out, 
man!"-Vince Perry, but he left us with the $5.00 dona
tion! Thanks Vince! 

Special thanks to Matt Bostick as he handled camera 
and video work, so that all participants will receive a 
photo of their sing. Also, to Jerry Snyder and Gil 
Lefholz, who each donated $5.00 without singing. 
Jerry's was for the cause, but we believe Gil gave be
cause he really didn 't think Donna would go sing her tag. 
Well, guess she proved him wrong! 

Great job to all singers! And THANKS SO MUCH 
to Calvin, Willard, and Jim for your time, effort, and 
willingness to give in such a wonderful way to the Kan
sas City Chapter and Society. It's always a treat to have 
you with us! When did you say you 'd come again? 1' 
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SEBSOSA 11.ve. W-du!. 
By Reed Sampson 
SOCIETY PUBLIC RELATIONS SPECIALIS'l' 

Clarification of show licensing and 
show registry information 

SHOW LICENSING 
All chapters have a legal requirement to pay li

censing fees for performances at which admission 
will be charged. Show date clearance requests and 
licensing fees are sent by the chapter secretary to 
the district secretary to be processed. Failure to 
pay the proper licensing fee puts the chapter and 
Society at severe financial risk because of copyright 
violations. 

Specific informati9n for handling clearance re
quests can be found in The Chapter Secretary Man
ual paragraphs 5.5.1 through 5.5.3. 

SHOW REGISTRY 
Once the appropriate fees are paid and the show 

date(s) cleared, chapter officers may register their 
chapter show on the Society Web site: 

www.spebsqsa.org/members/ This function on 
our "Members Only" site allows you to submit your 
show information in the same way Singing Valen
tine registrations are submitted. If you have a 
change to your show or wish to add a piece of in
formation, you are able to edit the information 
online, 

This function is limited to chapter officers (an
other reason to make sure that all your offic.ers are 
on record with the Membership Department) . 

You can look up show dates at: 
www.spebsqsa.org/showlookup.asp 

Problems? E-mail Crystal Miller: 
cmiller@spebsqsa.org 

Chapter Manuals Available Online 
Chapter officers can download the newly up

dated Chapter Secretary and Chapter Treasurer 
manuals at www.spebsqsa.org/docs/. The Society 
Operations Manual is also available at this site and 
will aid in discussions at COTS. Explore the re
sources available to you at the Society Web site-
you' ll be pleased with what you find . ~ 

Bulletin editors contest 
By John Petterson 
DISTRICT BULLETIN CONTEST COORDINATOR 

It' s that time of year again to enter the District 
Bulletin Editors Contest. Here is everything you 
need to know: 
1 . Send your bulletins for the contest to John Pet

terson, address on page two. 
2. Send by January 5, 2000. 

Monthly bulletins 
1. Editors must have produced at least eight issues 

during calendar 1998. 
2. Send three copies each of three successive is

sues. 
3. One copy of each must be an off-the-press copy 

(for the L&R Judge). 

Weekly bulletins 
l. Editors ~ must have produced at least 39 issues 

during calendar 1998. 
2. Send three copies each of nine successive is

sues. 
3. One copy of each of the issues to be an off-the

press copy (for the L&R Judge). 

All buJJetins wiJJ be judged and returned to their 
respective editors with friendly, constructive rec
ommendations by each judge. The bulletins are 
judged in three disciplines: Content, Grammar and 
Styler and Layout and Reproduction. Of the 2,000 
points possible in the contest, the Content discipline 
will count a maximum of 800 points, with Grammar 
and Style, and Layout and Reproduction adding 
600 maximum points each. 

The two top scoring bulletins will represent Cen
tral States District in the International Bulletin Con
test in the spring of 2001 . Those two editors will 
be recognized and awarded plaques at the district 
spring convention in Sioux City, Iowa. 

If you produced fewer issues than required for 
the contest, but want your bulletins evaluated for 
improvement, send them in and make note that they 
are for evaluation only. 

Contact me if you have any questions. Q. 
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CSD Ladies Breakfast a popular event 
By Dottie Hagan and Sharon King, Co-CHAIRS 

Thanks to everyone who attended a delicious 
and entertaining breakfast in Des Moines, Saturday, 
October 16, 2000. 

The tables were beautifully decorated with 
carved pumpkin-like squash We used Jarrahdle, a 
variety from Australia, sage green in color and 
Long Island Cheese, and old variety, peachy buff in 
color all filled with fall mums, cattails, stalks of 
wheat, fall leaves and bittersweet. The hostess at 

Pagel 

each table received a centerpiece to say thanks. Jurassic Larks perform at the Lacties Breakfast. 
We appreciate the Jurassic Larks and 12111 

Street Rag for stopping in and treating us to sev
eral songs- and jokes. 

The little children who modeled for Gymboree 
Fashions stole the show with their sweet little faces 
and shy grins Now every mother and grandmother 
will have ideas for fall and holiday shopping. 

Thanks to the Des Moines community for donat
ing many wonderful prizes for thi s" event, which 
provided two prizes per table. 

This was fun and we appreciate all the support 1211t Street Rag ~lso entertains the ladies. 
we received We' ll see you at the Ladies Breakfast 
in Topekal 1' 
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Lloyd Steinkamp, Freddie King, 121

h Street Rag, Nightlife to be part of faculty 

Mini-HEP, Heartland Harmony Happening or - ? 
Name the school and win a FREE tu1~ion 
By .Byron Meyers, M USICAND P ERFORMANCE VP and G ale Demaree, ADMINISTRATOR 

ur 2001 Central States District 
Music School is going to be too 
big to be called mini-HEP. It 's 
going to be big, bigger than big, 
even BIGGER than bigger than 
big. 

We will present 40, count ' em, 40 different 
classes from which to choose. The classes will be 
held in one-hour sessions so you will be able to take 
as many as ten different classes, plus three sessions 
where you will have the opportunity to sing with 
the best singers in the district under top-notch di
rectors. 

Plans are to have Lloyd Steinkamp and 
Freddie K ing heading a star-studded lineup of the 
best instruc~ors in the district. . 

The school will include a Pop Gun School for 
competing quartets who don' t qualify for Top Gun 
School. Also, for the first time, we will host a Nov
ice Quartet Workshop for quartets with two or 
more members who have not yet competed at the 
district level. This will feature coaching that will be 
tailored to the specific needs of the quartets. 
Nightlife and l21

h Street Rag will head up a crack
erjack quartet coaching team. 

In addition to the classes and coaching, we will 
present a monster show on Saturday night, with an 
Society champion quartet, at least one CSD cham
pion quartet, the mass school chorus, the American 
BarberBoys and a dozen or more of the best quar
tets in the district. Can you imagine Lloyd Stein
kamp and Freddie King on the same stage? 

We will, once again, offer the nightly ice cream 
afterglows. Whoa! All the ice cream you can eat? 

Win an outstanding orize for being the person 
whose winning entry will be chosen as the new 
name for our Summer Music School. As the win
ner you will receive a FREE registration to this 
wonderful, fun, learning opportunity. Just submit 
your ideas for a name for this big production. If 
your submission is picked by our panel of judges, 
you will be able to attend this school absolutely 
FREE. 

The deadline for entries is May 7, 2001. Send 
as many ideas as you can dream up to : 

Gale Demaree <gdema74252@aol.com> 
3 Stonebridge Way 
Bentonville, AR 72712-9365 fl 

Actions taken by the Board 
of Directors, fall meeting 
By Gale Demaree, Secretary 

The Central States District Board of Directors 
met in Des Moines on October 13, 2000. The fol
lowing actions were taken by the board. 

The board recommended that the amendments to 
the Past Presidents Advisory Council bylaws be 
ratified. The House of Delegates ratified the 
amended bylaws. 

Jay Bond was elected to complete the unexpired 
term of Quentin Gates as VP Member Services. 

The board addressed the problems related to 
three consecutive years of deficit spending. In or
der to maintain the level of services to district 
members, it has become necessary to raise income 
in addition to reducing costs. Acting on a recom
mendation by the Financial Advisory Team (FAT) 
to increase district dues, which had not increased 
since 1992, the board recommended to the House 
of Delegates that the Central States District in
crease dues by 25¢ per month to $14.00 per year, 
effective January 2001 . The House of Delegates 
approved the dues increase. 

The board supported the recommendation by the 
FAT to explore sources of additional funding. The 
FAT was asked to develop a process to be pre
sented at COTS to assist chapters to seek sources 
of funding from grants. 

The board instructed the convention chairman to 
take actions to reduce the costs of conventions by 
seeking suitable, less costly contest venues. 

Beginning January 1, 2001, videotapes will be 
offered to the competitors for $10. 00. The balance 
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Convention host chapters will be allowed to use, 
at their discretion, unsold seats at conventions. 

The FAT was charged to develop a process to 
set priorities within and between programs. 

The FAT report was received by the House of 
Delegates. 

The board established a policy that all expendi
tures above budget must be specifically authorized 
by the board. 

Bylaws were amended to establish terms of of
fice for officers at one or two years to be the same 
as SPEBSQSA standard district bylaws. Bylaws 
were also amended to authorize board business to 
include board meetings to be conducted by e-mail 
and other written electronic communications. 

It was resolved that the district make maximum 
use of electronic communications to reduce cost 
and to speed up communications. Chapters are 
urged to maintain a current e-mail contact to assure 
that instant communications will be effective. Ron 
Morden was appointed W.ebmaster. Ron Morden, 
Gary Drown and Randy Duncan were appointed to 
a committee to develop and present the plan for 
maintaining and using the district Web site for most 
communications. fl 

Harmony Bound 
A Quartet that wil entertain you with 

Barbershop and Gospel MUaic 

1998 SPEBSQSA Central States District 
Senior Quartet Champions 

DennisP~ 
48 Caithness Drive 
Bela Vista , AR. 72715 (501) 855-0972 

From "lbe Heart 
B.it l><·t shop Clt1<11 ft •l 

btn4pthmny<iaol.com 

Jurassic Larks 
Still not extinct 

By Victor Neilsen, TENOR 

The Jurassic Larks are talking about making a 
CD or video. Of course, we've been talking about 
.it since 1998 . But then everything we do, we do 
s- l-o-w- 1- y. My best advice? If you want to see 
and hear us singing our repertoire, you better get us 
on your show, 'cuz we may not last long enough to 
make a CD or video at the rate we' re not progressing. 

But we have been singing. The International in 
Kansas City was a special treat for us, sharing the 
Chorditorium stage with Rural Route 4 and The 
Gas House Gang. We also got reacquainted with 
the gals in Sounds Familiar, LABBS 1998/99 
Gold Medallist, and sang "Heart of My Heart" with 
a Japanese Barbershopper. A real International 
Convention. 

This summer found the Larks slogging around 
Iowa, performing at community functions in India
nola, Greenfield and Perry, at First Lady of Iowa 
Christie Vi Isak 's birthday party and with the Des 
Moines Pride of Iowa chorus at the Iowa State 
Fair. We made a cameo appearance in the Des 
Moines Sweet Adelines ' September show and en
joyed hearing and watching the Great American 
Chorus under the direction of Greg Lyne. Pretty 
damed good for a chorus only three years old. And 
with some SENIORS, even. 

In October, we' ll be in Sioux Falls, South Da
kota, and in Worthington, Minnesota, for Sweet 
Adeline shows, and a barbershop show in Winona, 
Minnesota, in November, plus several local per
formances. But we still have CHOICE dates open in 
2001. Or you could wait for the CD or video! fl 

r ................................................................... , ............................................................................................ -............... 1 

Are you being 1erved? i 
Bulletin editors and public relations officers, are ! 
you a member of PROBE? If not and if you l 

want information about it, please contact Editor I 
John Petterson, information on page two. I _ ..................... -····-·-·--.... ··-··········-------··· ...... __________ _ 
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From the History Room 
By Jim Nugent, H1sroRIAN 

First, I would like to thank the History Commit-
tee: 

Jay Bond, creating displays on the Cavaliers, 
Four Cavaliers, Keynoters, Orphans, Wichita 
Chapter and arranger, S.K. Grundy 

Angie Bond, suggesting new ways of displaying 
historical items and supporting Jay in his interest. 

Audrey Nugent, practical creativity, patience and 
encouragement. 

We are all in the process of learning what makes 
an appropriate and interesting display. 

Thanks to all of the people who brought items 
for display in the History Room or who did some
thing special for the displays: 

Ron Abel, historic vinyl CSD records 
Merrill Aitchison, historic vinyl CSD records 
Bruce Anderson, the Sam Cohen trophy 
Jim Bagby, scrapbooks and trophy from Rural 

Route Four 
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Bullington and Harmony Mar

ketplace Committee, opening and closing the 
doors-security of the room. 

Paul Cartwright, repairing the large wooden 
scrapbook. 

Gale and Helen Demaree, District Charter and 
seal. 

Jerry Easter, memorabilia. 
Bob and Karen Frankenfeld, Buffalo Bills re

cords. 
Jim Griffith, inflatable barber pole. 
Harlan Knoke, identification banners for displays 

from 1950, 1960, 1970, 1980 and 1990. 
Gil and Donna Lefholz, Kippers CD and help in 

identifying old photos. 
Gene Maaske, Buffalo Bills and other antique 

records. 
Ron Mcintire, extra copies of district directories. 
Joe Milspaugh, old photos of early CSD leaders 

from Wichita. 
Don Newman, scrapbook of old photos and 

other items from the late Bill Baird of Topeka. 
John Petterson, encouragement. 
Chuck Scherz, historic vinyl records and photo 

from 1970 novice quartet winner. 
Norm Schrier, display board of the Buccaneers. 

Dale Shulz, hi story book of the Lifeblood Ex-
periment. 

John Stucker, archival tapes of 1990 contest. 
Fred Teller, historic hub cap. 
Larry Warrick and Shaun Murray, TV and VCR 

and roqm arrangement. 
Gene Ze.imet, history of the Dubuque Chapter 

that will serve as an example to chapter historians 
throughout the district. 1' 

Harmony Bound tops CSD 
seniors quartets, qualifies for 
Jacksonville 
By Jim Nugent 

Don Meyer, Dennis Paulsen, Chuck Scherz and 
Gene Gnuse may be walking a little taller today, and 
rightfully so as once again the Harmony Bound quar
tet topped all other CSD senior foursomes at the com
petition in Des Moines October 14 and qualified for 
the Society competition in Jacksonville, Fla., in Janu
ary. Senior competition is limited to quartets with a 
combined age of 240 years and no member under the 
age of 55. 

The quartet sang two songs: "Brown Eyes, Why 
Are You Blue?" and "Love's Old Sweet Song" and 
amassed 766 points. Finishing I 3th over all, the quar
tet edged by 5 points Gentlemen of Note, the Kansas 
City quartet which won the district Seniors Champion
ship in l 999. 

Harmony Bound also qualified for Society Compe
tition in 1998 1' 
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Director Certification Program We know, of course, that a certificate does not 
Why Should I/We Become Involved? by itself make a person a better director. But in 

By Scott Spilker, VP CHORUS DIRECTOR OEVD.OPMENT 

Jim Bagby, left, receives his "Master Director" cer
tificate, the first in Centra l States District. Scott 
Spilker makes the presentat ion at the faU district 
convention and competition. 

Our chorus directors perform a crucial role in 
our Society. In most chapters, the membership 
looks to the director for not only their leadership 
while singing, but for instruction in music theory 
and history, vocal production, and barbershop craft; 
for inspiration and motivation, for guidance in mu
sic selection, to be a recruitment tool, and as a 
source of show-stopping ideas. 

Sounds like a tall order for someone who may 
have taken the job simply because there was no one 
else who was willing to do it! The Director Certifi
cation Program has been put in place to assist these 
noble souls who have accepted and embraced the 
above responsibilities and more. 

The program consists of a series of classes each 
targeting a specific area. Through. these classes 
each director has the opportunity to hone his or her 
musical proficiency and general skills, as well as 
share ideas and inspirations with instructors and 
fellow directors working toward the same goals. 
At the completion of the requirements for "Certified 
Director" or "Master Director," each participant 
will receive a certificate recognizing the achieve-
ment. 

making the commitment to become a better director 
and participating in the director certification pro-
gram, that person benefits, the chorus benefits, the 
district benefits and the Society benefits. In order 
to become a certified director, I 0 classes must be 
taken or tested out of. The classes are: Sound 
Management, Directing Techniques (two levels), 
Music Theory (two levels), Leadership, Vocal Pro
duction, Barbershop History, The Organizational 
Structure of SPEBSQSA, and The Judging Pro
gram. Five of these classes may be taken at district
sponsored schools. The other five: Sound Man
agement I, Theory 1 and 2, Directing Techniques l 
and 2, must be taken at Directors College held at 
Harmony College. 

Completing the program does require a com
mitment of time and money (hopefully shared by the 
director's chapter), as well as an openness to receiving 
instruction from some of the best teachers in our 
Society, but the rewards are felt by not only the di
rector and his chorus, but by the district and the 
Society as well. The director learns more about our 
favorite hobby, how to better teach and share his 
skills and to appreciate how much there is yet to 
learn. 

The certification is a sign to the barbershop 
community that that director believes in the concept 
of life-long learning and has accepted an important 
role in creating the excellent product we all con
sider our goal. 

If you or your director is considering enrolling in 
Directors College and pursuing a Director's Certifi
cate, please contact me and I will be happy to send 
you an application or answer any questions you 
may have. 

You may contact me at 402-228-0552 or send 
me a message at <spilk@inetnebr.com>. 

Your chorus, your district, your Society will be 
glad you did! fl 

HABITAT 4 HARMONY 
BARBERSHOP QUARTET 

Randall Shackleton ) Kirby Wllaon 

Marv Spellman 

3718 Avenue C 

Fran Wllaon 

3411 AvenueM 

Kearney, NE 68847 

(308) 237-5402 (308) 234-6378 
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Society board report 
By Bill Stock, SocIETYBoARDMEMBER 

. What a weat p~ace to conduct Society business in 
this, the 63 rneetmg of the Society leadership. The 
MueWebach Hotel, the original home of our Society 
has silently witnessed the new management structur~ 
work at a proficiency level that our Society has never 
exp~rienced . Speaking on behalf of the Societies' Op
erations Group and the Planning and Program Devel
opment, I am confident that O.C. Cash and Rupert 
Hall would be amazed and proud of the achievement 
of the Society today and the way we have grown both 
musically and administratively over these past six-plus 
decades. 

The original concept of "Perpetuating" a unique 
style of music has grown into an organization dedi
cated to the "Preservation and Encouragement" of the 
four-part style of music known today as barbershop 
harmony. I hope that we all can feel the presence of 
both of these Society Pioneers in this room today as 
we meet. I thank them for their vision and dreams. 

After reviewing the District Presidents reports, the 
Operations Group found many areas that the districts 
highlighted as areas of special achievement and de
serve special recognition: 
1. Many districts have found great success and par

ticipation in spring conventions with Fa
ther/Son/Grandson Choruses. 

2. Top Gun Schools have been very successful dur
ing the first half of the year in several districts. 

3. The use of Internet and district Web pages for 
publications of newsletters and convention/con
test registration has seen positive results and 
comments. 

4. Positive and significant increases in many districts' 
YMIH camps and YMIR quartets competing in 
high school and collegiate quartet contest. 

5. Executive district leadership. taking active roles in 
helping their "Chapters of Concern." 

District leadership at all levels deserves a special 
pat on the back for these accomplishments. Although 
there are many positive aspects to the District Presi
dent and Committee Chair reports, the Operations 
Group still sees large numbers of "No Action," ·~o 
Progress" or "No Activity." If these items are at a 
stalemate, then so note, and also what action is being 
taken. 

Operations Group members also collate areas of 
concern and statistics that may be consistent to a ma
jority of districts in our Society. The following areas 
of concern: 
1. DVP not making reports or show inactivity. 
2. ~ck of consistent, unified and standardizing train

ing throughout the district pertaining to the Stand
ing Ovation Program. 

3. Measurable standards of achievement under the 
umbrellas of the DVP CSLT and CDD. 

4. Follow up counseling or replacement of ineffective 
DVP or committee members. 

5. A major lack of communications between mem
bers of the Integrated Product Team (IPT) at So
ciety/Society, Society/District and District/District 
levels. 

In the Musical Experience area, one of the new 
items planned to come out in 2001 is to insure that 
recommended weekly chapter meeting programming 
material is visibly promoted and are consistent with the 
Society's music mission; that they afford relief from 
the rigors of performance improvement, thus enabling 
members to also enjoy balanced recreational respite. 
Standing Ovation is viewed by many as a positive and 
most effective method to improve the public perfonn
ance quality of quartets and choruses. 

Consistent standards require Society-wide strategy 
~d trainees training so districts can more effectively 
unplement the program. Under consideration is a 
program by which a chorus can request a Standing 
O~ation review at and on the convention stage along 
w~th all of the other choruses, but the score is kept 
pnvate between the judges/S. 0 . committee and the 
competing choruses. Nobody else knows what you 
scor~ or what your review states. It' s meant to help 
the little chorus that doesn't want to go on stage and 
be embarrassed and blown away by the 50/100/150-
man chorus 

The fourth quarter of this year begins a campaign 
for membership ~ntitled "Easy as 1-2-3 !" Yes, it really 
is that easy to increase YOUR membership. It' s not 
the Society that we are thinking of, but the member
ship in each chapter that is a concern: Yes, in the long 
~ we are interested in total Society membership, but 
it's the chapter and each individual member that has to 
do something about it. The campaign consists of each 
ch~pter pledging its support to the campaign-then, 
gomg out and scheduling one or more guest nights or 
other; membership raising activity during the fourth 
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quarter You should have already received more de- The ABCs of barbershopping 
tails. 

One of the major topics of conversation this sum
mer has been the music performed at our Society con
test and the question of the "barbershop style." We 
have been asked to get a generaJ feeling of our dele
gates on this issue Do you like it? Do you want it to 
continue? Do you want it to stop? How do you feel? 
Is it preserving what you want to see preserved? Is it 
barbershop? 1' 

Steinkamp to head SOP training 
Heartland Harmony Happening, June 8-10 
By Bob Frankenfeld , SOP CooRDINATOR 

Great things are coming to CSD. Lloyd Stein
kamp, one of, if not the main proponent of the 
Standing Ovation Program (SOP), will be coming 
to the Central States Heartland Harmony Happen
ing, June 8- 10, 200 I, to conduct a training session 
for those who wish to become SOP reviewers. 
Lloyd has been around the society for a coon' s age 
and has always been one of our most innovative 
thinkers and inspirational speakers. He has done 
judging, arranging, conducting, you name it, but 
who can ever fo rget seeing him perform with Music 
Appreciation I 0 1? Talk about entertainment and 
earning the standing ovation. 

Lloyd will share his great insights into enter
tainment with a passion and sincerity that will make 
you eager to go out and help your fellow Barber
shoppers ea rn that Standing Ovation. 

This is a great opportuni ty for those here in CSD 
who wish to become SOP reviewers and those who 
already are reviewers to come together with Lloyd 
to get all the latest about SOP. Expect to have 
your thinking challenged and your entertainment 
skills honed. 

The CSD SOP coordinator has. decided that to 
develop some conformity, reliability and credibility 
in the program, those men who wish to become 
SOP reviewers must apply to the CSD SOP coordi
nator to be accepted into the program. Applica
tions are available from: 

Bob Frankenfeld 
20 I-leather Circle 
Bella Vista, AR 72715 
(50 I) 876-7204. 
Frnknfld @aol. com 1' 

By Leonard Purvis, VP SERVICE 

The fall season aJways tends to bring with it a bit 
of school days nostalgia. We remember our own 
first day of school and the involvement we had with 
all the activities surrounding our education. It also 
takes us back to the time when we were students, 
learning something that would (hopefully!) serve us 
well in the years to come. Upon leaving schoo~ how
ever, too many people step out of the student role 
and stop taking advantage of the learning opportu
nities that come our way everyday. Sometimes, 
that opportunity is simply a new way of doing 
something, which requires a change in perspective. 

The "how-to" of supporting our charitable mis
sion through the Harmony Foundation General 
Fund is one such learning opportunity. It is a way 
of seeing bow we can be instrumental in changing 
thousands of lives. The prerequisite is that we are 
able to adjust our perspective of how we give. In
stead of focusing our attention on one favored ser
vice project, we need to be able to step back and 
see the larger picture. Without support of all our 
worthy projects, we become shortsighted, ulti
mately limiting our effectiveness. The "community 
chest" idea of supporting all of our service projects 
through gifts to the General Fund is simply a broad
ening of our perspective, which will allow us to 
have an impact on the lives of literally thousands of 
people. 

The Florissant Valley, Mo., Chapter bas already 
earned high marks in the area of our charitable mis
sion through their support of the General Fund. 
This chapter is leading our district in their donations 
to the Harmony Foundation General Fund. With 
just a few months left in 2000 these men are teach
ing others that by working together to support the 
charitable mission of the Barbershop Society, we 
can all continue to ... 

Sing ... for life 1' 



Page 14 SERENADE November / December 2000 

Have we "shot ourselves in the foot" with our competitions? 
By Jay Bond, VP MEMBERSERVJcEs-ELEcT 

Well, we just got home from Des Moines and 
Angie and I are trying to decide which end is up! 
Exhaustion is probably the most accurate way to 
describe how we feel, and we didn't even TRY to 
keep up with the youngsters. 

There are at least two different camps of people 
willing to express themselves about how it went in 
Des Moines and perhaps in our other society com
petitions as well . Most are in awe of how well our 
competing quartets and choruses performed. Some 
are saying that we've moved the performance bar 
up so high that many of us can no longer seriously 
consider competing. 

Let's examine for a moment both perspectives. 
First let me state emphatically that I don't see bow 
our quartets and choruses can keep getting better. 
Aren 't they somethin' ! It is not a stretch to say that 
our best vocal groups compare favorably with the 
best professional groups around. It is also factual 
that "we have come along way baby" from our 
humble beginnings as a singing society. Still there 
are those among us who wonder if our profession
alism may be our worst enemy when looking at our 
shrinking membership numbers. 

Is it just a maturing Society we're experiencing 
or have we taken the fun out of it in favor of 
perfection? Or could it be that we are going 
through societal changes that seem to cause our 
meeting together to be less important? Certainly 
we can agree that as an audience of TV watchers 
we are much more able to discern good 
entertainment from the mediocre. 

Would any of us really want NOT to have the 
pride we feel when listening to these absolutely 
wonderful contestants? We are inherently a fun 
loving, emotional group of singers. In what other 
kind of music field can we feel both extremes and 
be a part of it? When our society was founded over 
60 years ago it was new and exciting if a bit primi
tive. We then invited anyone who wanted to sing 
to join. Now we invite singers to join us and boy 
does it feel good! 

In preparation for t rying to help our District 
grow, I have done a bit of reading from the ar
chives. (Yes, I've also been bitten by the "History 
Bug.") Since about 1955 the theme of our Sere-

nade editorials has been the same, "We've got to 
improve our numbers and grow." Quentin Gates 
said it masterfully over and over. Guys, the "WE" is 
you and me! When our Society was founded there 
was a real ground swell of response by men who 
were invited to meet and renew an old singing style. 
The key words here are " they were invited." Not 
withstanding, the Societal changes since then, we 
must recognize the power of a personal invitation 
to join us in our hobby. 

As Angie and I took our seats in the Des Moines 
Theater, we were seated next to a couple who were 
attending only their second Barbershop event. 
THEY WERE EXCITED! Please make a little ef
fort go a long way in someone else's life. Expose 
them to our wonderful hobby! It has enriched the 
lives of all of us who participate. Some will want to 
achieve perfection in a pe.rformance and others will 
simply want to enjoy it to a more limited extent. 
We must not allow the perfection that our contest
ants achieve to discourage our participation. 

NO, we have not SHOT OURSELVES IN 
THE FOOT or any other vital spot! We have only 
to participate at the performance level that each of 
us is comfortable with. Then our champions can 
still thrill us even as we perform at our groups best. 
Let's keep on keepin' on with an invited friend! 1' 

Happy 

!FcA.. c;'1..c.at 

HIRE A DISTRICT QUARTET 

FOR YOUR CHAPTER SHOW 
You WILL FIND THEIR ADS 

THROUGHOUT THE SERENADE 
f oiz. P.. jZ.£.AL TttlZ.l\..L, MANY Of Tt\£.M C.OMV£.T£. M Tl\£. 

'5Vl2-IN6. P..ND FALL C.ONT£.'5T'5-Tt\£.N £.NTf.jZ.TP..IN IN Tl\£. 

VAl2-IOU'i> t\0'5VITALITY \t00M'5, Wt\£.jZ.£. YOU MAY '1>££. AND 

t\£.AF- Tt\£.M. FOLLOWING. Tl\£ ~MU\Z.OP..Y Nll.t\T FINAL'5. 
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The entrees on our mini-HEP smorgasbord 
large selection,· more if you ask for them 
By Gale Demaree, ADMINISTRATOR 

Here is a sampler of the many classes from 
which you may choose at next year's giant music 
school, June 8-9, at Missouri Western State College 
in St Joseph, Mo. 

fundamentals of music• 
Voice Analysis* 
Quartet Dynamics 
Sight Singing* 
Theory of Barbershop Harmony 
How to MC a Contest 
Selecting Songs for a quartet 
Vocal Techniques* 
What to Expect From Coaching 
How to MC a Show 
Tag Singing* 
Hosting Harmony Explosion 
Introduction to Coaching 
Successful Performance 
Basic Directing* 
Selecting Music for Chorus 
Music Team Operations* 
Sight Singing 
Standing Ovation Reviewing*• 
Woodshedding* 
Judging Program 
Mini-HEP Chorus 
Mini-HEP Chapter Meeting 
Inner Game of Music 
Bulletin Editing* 

*Three or more levels of these classes will 
be held, you may choose one or more of these 
classes. 

**These classes are designed for students to 
qualify as SOP reviewers. 

Want additional classes? Just ask! 
All of these classes will be offered and maybe 

more if there is something else you would Jjke to 
learn more about. All classes will be scheduled as 
one-hour sessions, so you may take as many differ
ent classes as you wish and time allows. 

While all of these classes will be offered, a mini
mum number of students must sign up for a class 
for it to be held. We hope that enough students will 

register to allow us to hold all these classes to make 
your weekend as rewarding as possible. Registra
tion forms will be available at COTS and wi ll be 
published in the Jan-Feb Serenade 1' 

Byron Myers Sr. receives Man-of
N ote plaque at CSD fall convention 

Duane Lawson left, makes presentation 

To keep our Society going, it is the current mem
bers' job to go out and find singers to partake in 
our HOBBY! In 1999, the Society held a Man-of
Note contest to award the Top Recruiter in the 
Central States District Byron Myers, director of 
the St Joseph, Mo , American BarberBoys, 
stomped out the competition to lead our district to 
an ever-growing Society. Way to be a great role 
model for the CSD, Byronl - By Duane Lawson 
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HAD A BARBERSHOP DREAM LATELY? 
... want to share one of ours? 

~~Are Smiling .. . 
'-. vv 

11

~
1 

Ringing Barbershop Chords in r w;th Greg C~a~y E ~'!~ ~. 2001 

Start by attending the BABS (British) Convention and Competition in Glasgow, 
Scotland, where the Dallas Vocal Majority will be the guest performers. Then spend 

days with Greg (the associate director of the VM) , singing your way through Ireland. 
rice includes air from SF/LA, convention events and shows, hotels for 9 nights, & hearty 
Irish breakfasts. Castles and Pubs, Scenery and Singing ... and Spring in Ireland! 

( # ~ ,.; .r ., " -- ' -.._ .... ,,,,-........ ~~ 

from $1289 
per person 

t:t•s Take; Boat to BERMUDA ... 
and Cruise aboard the Norwegian Majesty 

with Scott Werner & {)ave LaBar -- July 29 - Aug 5, 2001 
Boston to Bermuda ) 

Sing in a chorus of 100 directed by Scott Werner (d irector. Alexandria 
Harmonizers) with assistant director Dave LaBar, as you set sail from 
Boston. Then spend four days in the port of Bermuda: pastel houses 
and "wedding cake" roofs, beaches that blush, no high ri~~s·o· just a 
sub-tropical paradise that is a golfer's and snorkeller's nirvana. 

CHINA! 
Sightsee - Sail - and Sing 

... Let 's get away from It all! 
~ ,............, -"" ' /,,,,,__,, 

$2488 per person 

incl air from SF/LA 
with Ken Hatton Oct 28 - Nov 13, 2001 -Sightsee: Shanghai, wunan . Chongquing, Xi'an, Beijing . ShijiaLhuang -

gardens. temples, acrobatic shows, hot springs, the Terra-Cotta Soldiers, the 
Great Wall .. cloisonne, jade... Sail: four nights, five days cruising the upper Yangtze 

River: the Three Gorges (Xiling. Wu & Outang) plus three Little Gorges (on the Daning River) 
-- mountains. caves, bamboo groves ... Sing: six rehearsals and three perfomances under 

the direction of Music Man Ken Hatton, lead of the Bluegrass Student Union and director 
of the Louisville Thoroughbreds. We sing at the request of the Governor of Hebei 

(Beijing), with a full show in Xi'an, a full show in Shijiazhuang, and an informal 
performance on top of the Great Wall... an opportunity to 

\..:.::shm th• joy of bar::,:op harmon;es w;t~notho 

Want more information to put beneath your pillow? The Mixed Harmony Barbershop Quartet Ass'n (MHBQA) 
is once again "sponsoring" these dreams, in tandem with Global Music Exchange and Edward Pio Travel. Check 
out our website "NEWS' section at http://arneberg.com/bbshop/mhbqa For barbershop information, 
contact Jerry Orloff at <orloffs@ix.netcom.com> or P.O. Box 1209, Aptos, CA 95001. For full cost 

d~tails, .itin~r.i3r.l&is 1 Oi~~:;. a,n~ ,~oQkin.~ inf~r,~auo.~ •. call 1-800-34 7-6136. 



November/December 2000 SERENADE 

Christmas 2000 with the 

THE AMBASSADORS OF HARMONY 
The St. Charles. MO Chapter of SPEBSQSA 

Three Shows 
Friday, December 15, 7: 30 PM 

Saturday, December 16th, 2:00 PM and 7:30 PM 
FEATURING 

The Gas House Gang 
1993 International Quartet Champions 

and other Quartets and Generally Festive Entertainment 

Harris - Stowe College Auditorium 
3026 Laclede Avenue - St. Louis, Missouri 63301 

Main Floor Seats $ 18. 00- Balcony Seats $ 1!5.00 
ALL SHOWS - - All Seats RESERVED 

MasterCard and VIS.A accepted 

For t ickets coll, or send in the attached ticket order to: 

Denny ond Morty Wofford 

828 Deaver Lone 

St. Louis, Missouri 63141 314-569-2250 

(dennywofford@aoh.org) 

Enclosed find a check in the amount of $ along with a self addressed ST AMPED envelope 

QR.ADD $0.50 for malling and handling 

(Checks payable to "Ambassadors of Harmony") 
for the following tickets: 

DATE: 

Friday, Dec. 15th (7:30 PM) 

Saturday, Dec. 16th (2:00 PM) 

Saturday, Dec. 16th (7;30 PM) 

___ $ 18.00 Main Floor _._$ __ _ 

$ 15.00 Balcony $ ----- ----
$. 50 Shipping/handling ....;..$ __ _ 

TOTAL $ ----
Send tickets to: 

Name: 

Address 

City/SVZIP 

PHONE NO: A/C ( 

M/C VISA __ 

Card No. 

Exp. 

Page 17 
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C t t • • d ONE MORE TH ING: Quartets and chorus di-
O D es s1gnup rem1n ers rectors/music team members: I' m always interested 

Attention to detail is important in getting your comments on outstanding evalua-
By Jim Bagby , INCOMING DVPC&J tions you received- and, conversely, any unhappy 

We had a few glitches in the competition signup 
for Des Moines, both chorus and quartet, so here 
once again are some important guidelines to help us 
all through the process. 

Perhaps most important, the contest entry form 
is separate from the procedure for ordering tickets 
and housing. It is mailed to each chapter and regis
tered quartet by the district secretary, AND is avail
able (and more easily handled) electronically, 
through the CSD link on the Society Web page. 

If you, or someone in your group with Internet 
access, will complete the on-line form, it then 

· comes automatically to me, via e-mail. 
The primary advantage is I can forward copies 

immediately to all CSD officials who need the in
format ion. Another plus is you don' t have to ~ait 

long to get confirmation that your entry is received. 
In fact, if you have not gotten an e-mail confirma
tion within about 48 hours, you should call me to be 
sure you've gotten in ahead of the deadline-which 
is two weeks prior to any contest. 

Finally, you benefit by having the draw for sing
ing position relayed directly to you (or the chorus 
or chapter contact) via e-mail, stedda snail mail. 
The draw is made the day of the deadline; for this 
fall contest, that was Sept. 29. Most contestants 
had the initial order of appearance by that night. 

Within a couple of days, I had an urgent com
munique (that's French for HELP!) from an un
named but lofty district officer who wanted to 
know why his chapter- which had sent in registra
tions to the host convention committee for tick
ets-was not in the chorus draw. Well, simply, the 
process detailed above had not been followed . 

Fortunately, Society C&J officials agreed an 
oversight was involved, and the late chapter was 
admitted. But that could not always be the case, 
particularly for quartets who might, well, try to pull 
a fast one and then claim, "The dog ate my home
work." Or the mailman lost my form . 

So I urge you to take it step-by-step in getting 
official for the contest. And if you have any ques
tions, zap ' em to me BEFORE the two-week dead
line. My e-mail is jimbagby@juno.com; or I'm in 
the district directory. 

experi.ence you might have had with a judge. That 
influences whom we request for each contest sea
son; it's also ni ce to pass along to these hard
working men your compliments. And I'll be glad to 
do that if you ' ll drop me a note. 

PARTING SHOT: Just returned from my 
mother's 75th birthday bash in Colorado, which in
cluded a reunion by the Bagby Brothers quartet, a 
four-generation men 's very large quartet of family 
members, and a four-generation female YLQ. In 
other words, there was a lot of barbershop singing, 
along with a golf tournament, some trout fishing, 
swimming at the giant Glenwood Springs pool and 
much more. 

At the end of the whirlwind festivities involving 
dozens of Bagbys, in-laws and outlaws, mother 
Peggy was asked l f you had it all to do again, 
would you still have six kids? "Oh sure," she re
plied. "But not these six " 1' 
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Kant 

SmaJ.Jcom.b 

306-23 4 -3053 
K earney 

Nobrru:ka 

FOUR GUYS WHO HARMONIZE 



November/ December 2000 SERENADE Page 19 

Cornbelt Chorus places 3rd in international competition 
By Martin Peterson, PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER, ALGONA CHAPTER 

I 
I 

Columbus, Ohio, August 19, 2000, Algona , Iowa, Cornbel t Ch orus, Kent Madison , director. 
-Photo by Jennifor Scott 

Algona's own Com belt C horus finished a great 
weekend by coming within seven points of being 
crowned champions of the first international competi
tion held for small choruses ( 40 members or less), in 
conjunction with the Buckeye Invitational in Co
lumbus, Ohio. 

Started I I years ago by the Singing Buckeyes 
chorus in Columbus, the Buckeye Invitational was 
designed to preserve the barbershop art form for all 
people. The showcase of talent also included the 
Sweet Adelines and Harmony International, the fe
male barbershop counterparts. 

This year included a Harmony Camp at which 
140 boys and girls learned to sing barbershop and 
delighted the crowd with their performances at Fri
day night's show. 

Besides regular quartets, there were also catego
ries for comedy and mixed quartets. 

Realizing that small barbershop choruses are the 
backbone of the Society, the Buckeyes instituted an 
international competition for those small chorus dis
trict champions who had scored at a high point level. 

The Cornbelt Chorus under the direction of Kent 
Madison has won the CSD small chorus competi
tion seven oft he last I 0 years. 

The chorus was invited together with a chorus 
from Calgary, Alberta, Canada, and five other cho-

ruses from the states of New Jersey, Illinois, Indi
ana, Michigan and New Mexico. 

The scores announced were as follows: 
Duke City Chorus, Albuquerque, N.M. 
River City Rhythm, Fort Wayne, Ind. 
Algona Cornbelt Chorus, Algona, lowa 
Other scores were 790 or less. 

861 
858 . 
854 -

Twenty-eight of the 40 members and several 
spouses who made the long trip to Columbus con
sidered this to be the highlight of their barbershop 
experiences. Besides participating, they watched 
performances by many outstanding groups, includ
ing International Champions, Platinum (2000), Blue 
Grass Student Union ( 1978), The Ritz (1991) 
and Sweet Adeline International Quartet Champion, 
Rumors ( 1999). Also featured was a Russian quartet 
called the HAMS, four men in their 20s who spoke 
no English, but nevertheless gave outstanding per
formances of classic American barbershop. 

The Combelt Chorus was the last to perform and 
the bus that was to take them from the ready room 
to the performance center failed to arrive. During 
the 20- to 30-minute delay between them and the 
previous group, it was announced that the Buck
eyes would invite the Cornbelt Chorus back to 
make up for the delay to their performance. 

If they do, all members are ready to go! fl 
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Barbershoppers Day at the State Fair in Lincoln, Neb. 
By Dick DeLorrn, Lincoln Chapter 

Sunday morning, August 27, started out v.-itb some fog and over
cast skies. As the day progressed, a brilJiant sun burned off the fog, 
and it began to get hot. By noontime it was 90 degrees and muggy. 
By one o'clock in the afternoon the assembled masses in the Open 
Air Auditorium at the State Fair in Lincoln, Nebraska, were well 
aware that it was "Barbershoppers Day at the State Fair." 

The Heartland Harmonizers from Omaha, under the direction 
of Kelvin Gillet, started what was to be four and a half hours of bar
bershop harmony in the form of choruses and quartets from across 
the State of Nebraska. 

The Apple City Chorus from Nebraska City, under the direction 
of our own Jerry Neeman, took over and wowed the crowd with 
their presentation package. Without missing a beat, the Sarpy Sere
naders from Papillion, under the direction of J.B. Mccarville, 
continued the seemingly endless barbershop harmony parade. 

By the time the Homestead Harmonizers from Beatrice, under 
the direction of Scott Spilker, sang their set the audience forgot 
about the heat and were settled in for the afternoon. 

The Lincoln Continentals were next under the direction of Dale 
Comer, Jerry Neeman, Bob Lundberg and Joel Eden. The Continen
tals performed their Chattanooga Choo Choo performance package, 
complete with narrations and dialog, to the delight of the auditorium 
audience. 

Next came the Conestoga Chorus of Grand Island, under the di
rection of Bill Leslie, followed by the Kearney Area 1773 Chorus, 
directed by Fran Wilson. The Pathfinder Chorus from Fremont 
under the direction of Larry Monson was the last chorus to perform. 
They had just returned to the United States from a trip to Russia. 
Their performance was built around that trip and some of the songs 
they sang for the Russian audiences. 

Each chorus was introduced by the Nebraska Coordinator, Ken 
Kespohl, PVP of the Fremont Chapter. Each chorus presented a 
portion of its repertoire and each chorus had its own master of 
ceremonies to give the performances an individual touch. 

The culmination of this barbershop experience was a massed cho
rus of all the barbershop singers, under the direction of Dale Comer· 
of the Lincoln Chapter. The massed chorus of 200-plus members 
sang three Barberpole Cat songs: "Wait 'Til the Sun Shines, Nellie," 
"My Wild Irish Rose" and "Sweet and Lovely" and a Harmony Ex
plosion song, "Hello, Mary Lou." The last song for the "Barber
shoppers Day at the Fair" was, "Keep the Whole World Singing," 
which received a standing ovation from the assembled masses 
Great afternoon, great performances. 1' 
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B ULI.£TIN. BR0"1£fiSfNir!L. Homestead Harmonizers of Beatrice, the Lincoln 
ft4 U Continentals from Lincoln, the Conestoga Chorus 

By Wade Dexter, Eo1ToREMERITUs 

(Bu.lletin editors: Please send your bulletins to Wade Dexter, 
209 Belmont, #103, Liberty, MO 64068; (816) 415-1704; 
FAX (816) 792-1100) 

Once again I find myself compelled to begin my 
column with an apology. In this space in the last 
issue of the Serenade, I went to great pains to re
mind Editor Art Evans of The Hawkseye, the Cedar . 
Rapids Chapter bulletin, that former editor J.P. 
Jones, who contributes a number of fine photo
graphs for each issue of their newsletter, is a retired 
Navy Lieutenant Commander. This prompted an 
immediate phone caJI from my very good friend, 
J.P ., informing me that he retired from the U.S. 
Navy as a full commander. Sorry l tried to demote 
you, buddy. It was nice hearing from you again; we 
must do it more often. 

On to the business at hand. From the Lincoln 
Chapter comes copies of the July and August issues 
of The ReCHORDer, along with a nice note from 
Editor Dick DeLorm that reads as follows : " The 
Rechorder [that' s the way he spells it - Ed. Wade] 
is back and so is Dick DeLorm. I have retired from 
the university and back doing the things I love
singing with the Lincoln Continentals and publish
ing the chapter newsletter. In fact, we are now on 
the Web with help from our Webmaster, Dwight 
Hammer (a former editor) . The Rechorder can be 
viewed at <www.lincolncontinentals.org>. Good 
to see you are still keeping active with the Bulletin 
Browsing column. This is my way of keeping up 
with other chapters in the district. This column has 
no equal and is appreciated. Thanks." Thanks to you, 
Dick, and welcome back. I look forward to hearing 
from the Lincoln Chapter and the Continentals. 

AND 
Glancing through Dick DeLorm' s.. September is

sue of The ReCHORDer, we find an interesting re
port on the events surround "Barbershoppers ' Day 
at the State Fair" when eight Nebraska choruses put 
on a special performance of the barbershop genre in 
the Open Air Auditorium at the Nebraska State Fair 
in Lincoln. Participants in the four-and-a-half hour 
show included the Heartland Harmonizers from 
Omaha, the Apple City Chorus from Nebraska 
City, the Sarpy Serenaders from Papillion, the 

of Grand Island, the Kearney Area 1773 Chorus 
and the Pathfinder Chorus from Fremont. As 
usual in an event of this type, there was a finale by a 
massed chorus under the direction of Dale Comer 
of Lincoln. Coordinator was Ken Kespohl of the 
Fremont Chapter. 

From the October issue of Harmonotes the 
' 

Kansas City bulletin, coedited by Todd Anderson 
and Dick Irwin, we learn that two CSD Barber
shoppers were among those named "Outstanding 
Instructor of the Year" at the annual COTS break
fast during the International convention in Kansas 
City last summer. These were Chapter Coach In
structor, John Marshall, of Iowa City, and Chorus 
Directors, Jim Bagby, of Kansas City. Each recipi
ent received a certificate honoring his "high skill, 
dedication, and untiring efforts." We all know how 
active i.n the district these two guys are and have 
been for many years and how much they deserve 
this recognition. 

Bet you didn 't know that "The Music Man" al
most lost "Lida Rose." Well, that's the headline of 
an item in Paul Krull 's August issue of The Pitch, 
the Mason City Chapter bulletin. It seems that dur
ing the preparatory phase of the Music Man Square 
dedication in Mason City, Dan Brown, one of the 
River City Chorus members, received a letter from 
a Mr. Gus Johnson of Oelwein, Iowa, who described 
how much he and his wife loved barbershop. He 
went on to tell how, some 35 years ago, they found 
themselves seated at a dinner with Meredith Willson 
and his wife. After exchanging introductions, John
son told the Willsons how much of a barbershop fan 
he was and how he was especially fond of "Lida 
Rose." Willson told him how, when "The Music 
Man" was in rehearsal in New York, the producer 
told him he was very concerned about the use of the 
barbershop theme. "After all," he said, according 
to Willson, "this is a Broadway production for a 
New York audience," etc., etc. 

"Tell you what," said Willson, "I happen to 
know there is a Parade (and he had to explain what 
that was) being put on about three blocks from 
here. Why don't you go over there, take in the 
show, and then let me know what you think?'' 
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The producer left and did not come back until House Gang and a mass pick-up chorus of 130 

rehearsal took up the next day. When Willson Barbershoppers. The group gave five concerts, 
asked him why he was gone so long, the producer which also included Russian talent singing barber
said, "Well, when I got to the theater where the shop (in English). 
show was being put on, there was a line halfway 
around the block. Then, when I got in, the place 
was packed with New Yorkers of all kinds. Just the 
people we hope wiln come to this show. Also, the 
music was great! You were right, barbershop and 
'Lida Rose' stay in the show!" 

• • 
The Sarpy Serenaders of Papillion have a new 

music director, as of August 1. After a lengthy 
search, the chapter lboard picked one of their own, 
Bob Leigh. A Barbersbopper for only four years, 
Bob has 38 years of experience as a music teacher 
and is director of the Platteview High School Band. 
We found this good news in The Serenader, the 
Papillion Chapter bulletin, edited by Bill Crowell. 

* • • 
From the Suburban By-Lines, of the St. Louis 

Suburban Chapter, edited by John Conrad, we learn 
of the passing of Assistant Music Director Carl 
Daniel at the age of 69. Carl was an original member 
of the St. Charles Chapter and held dual member
ship with Suburban. He sang bass in Four of a 
Kind with Dean Carlisle, Norm Meier and Charlie 
Kellerman. He also filled in for other quartets in 
the St. Louis area, one being the Revelations of the 
St. Louis No. 1 Chapter. 

• 1' 

Dave Haner, chorus manager of the Homestead 
Harmonizers, writing in the Beatri-tone, the Bea
trice Chapter bulletin, edited by Marvin Engel, re
ports that the Harmonizers' appearance at the 
Nebraska State Fair was the highlight of the sum
mer in spite of the intense beat. They had 44 sing
ers on stage, which represents 88 percent of their 
50-man active membership. 

1' 1' 1' 

In an article in the September 14 issue of In
Cider Press, the bulletin of the Manhattan Chapter, 
Ron Zelch, editor, chapter President Sam Kvasnica 
tells of the experiences as a member of a singing 
group invited by the Russian Ministry of Culture to 
perform and educate amateurs to sing barbershop 
harmony. The group included Greg Lyne' s Great 
American Chorus, the Pathfinder Chorus of 
Fremont, directed by Larry Monson, The Gas 

1' * * 
Editor Bill Dean of the Vocalizer, the St. Louis 

No. 1 Chapter bulletin, has published the scores 
from the 2000 St. Louis Area chorus and quartet 
contest in his August/September issue. The win
ning chorus was the Bellnotes from Belleville, Illi
nois. Nightbeat took home the quartet trophy . 
Only two choruses and six quartets participated in 
this year's competition, compared with four cho
ruses and 13 quartets in last year's event. Con
gratulations to the winners! 

* * * 
Sioux/and Saga, the Sioux.land Chapter bulletin 

put out by Sharon Ocker and Tom Jones, reports 
on considerable activity by the chapter's four quar
tets during the rrionth of September. "Front Stage 
was all over the area, (with) performances at Grand 
Meadow Heritage Days, a wedding at the Marina 
Inn, several (performances at) hospitals for the sick 
and hard of hearing, McDonald ' s, and the Hobbs: 
family picnic. Sound Assortment was just as busy; 
they sang for the United Parish in Elk Point, a shut
in friend in Elk Point, the Elk Point Prairie Estates 
Nursing Home, Edgar's Ice Cream Parlor and twice 
at Northern Hills Assisted .Living. Three Shorts 
and a Long chortled at the Sterling House and for 
the Catholic Daughters of the Revolution. 5 and 
Dime dazzled at Hope Lutheran's family night.'" 
To quote the editors, "Whew! Keep up the good 
work, guys! 11 

* * * 
ln the August edition of The Note Dispenser, ed

ited by Leo Schubert, we note the passing of 
Chordbuster John Shelton, who died on July 24. 
He was 83 years old. A 24-year member of th~ 
Davenport Chapter, John rarely missed a perform
ance or a chapter meeting and was one of the most 
successful members at selling show tickets and pro
gram ads. I seem to remember John as a past editor 
of The Note Dispenser with whom I exchanged bul
letins for many years. 

* * * 
Editor Don Nofsinger tells in his October 

/November issue of The Crossroads Chorus Har
mony Note of the highly suc.cessful first ever cabaret 
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put on by the Salina Chapter. Three hundred peo- part of their routine. And that, as they say, 'is the 
pie crowded into the VFW Hall to enjoy singing by rest of the story."' Thanks, Jack. It's nice to hear 
the C rossroads C horus and their anchor quartet, from one of our veteran chapter bulletin editors. 
McNamara's Band, plus the Anonymous Four * * * 
and Spare Parts quartets. Everyone also enjoyed From The Wichita Woodshedder, edited by Glen 
popcorn, soda, iced tea and coffee. As Don tells it, Fulkerson, we learn that the Air Capital C horus of 
"Bob McCJary saved the day when the popcorn the Wichita Chapter has acquired a new member of 
machine developed a short in the wiring. He dis- the directing team. Her name is Julie Tyson, and 
covered that if he held the cord a certain way, the she will be taking on some assistant director duties. 
machine would work. I'm glad he wasn't standing Julie sings bass with Rhythm Central, the current 
in water. It was a long night." Just a routine bar- Region 7 Sweet Adeline quartet champions. Ac-
bershop event, huh, Don? cording to Glen, "Julie will be aiding our chorus by 

* * * being an extra ear and pair of eyes in honing our 
The Springfield Chapter proudly announces the singing and performing abilities." fl 

formation of a new quartet, the Four of Hearts. 
According to an article by Jon Ewbank in the Sep
tember/October issue of The Ozarkey, Earl 
Schnaath, editor, the members are "Dapper Dan" 
Battles, "Handsome Hairless" Harold Moody, 
"Awesome" Alan Walker, and! Jon. As Jon de
scribes it, "We' re having a blast. (We've even 
bombed a couple of times!)" Look for these guys 
at the district spring contest next year! 

* tr tr 

We reported in the September/October edition 
of the Serenade that Editor Jack Gable had men
tioned in his Summer edition of The Milltones that 
Les Boches was recognized during the International 
convention in Kansas City last summer as a member 
of the Gay Nineties, "the only active, 50-year reg
istered quartet in the Society." When I wrote that I 
hadn't heard of the Gay Nineties in many years, 
Jack promptly responded with the following note: 
"You mentioned in the latest Serenade that you 
seemed to recall a quartet by that name up in Min
nesota. Well, your memory serves you right. They 
were organized 50 years ago in the Montevideo, 
Minnesota, Chapter. They still use the same routine 
as the original foursome-undertaker outfits, dead
pan faces, and get this, bright yellow tennis shoes. 
They never smile or break up during a performance 
and have seen many personnel changes over the 
years. The current group is quite active doing 
shows in the upper Midwest area; they were LO'L 
Senior Champions a couple of years ago and com
peted in the Midwinter, but didn' t win. They just 
returned from the Buckeye lnvitational, where they 
placed third in the comedy quartet contest. All that 
remains of the original group is the lap organ, a real 
antique that they use just as the old timers did as 
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OFFICIAL SCORING SUMMARY, Central States District Quartet Contest 
SPEBSQSA, Inc., Des Moines, Iowa, October 14, 2000 

FINALS SONGS 
SUB PREV TOTAL 

MUS PRB SNG TOTAL PTS. SCORE 
1 Phase II 
2 Nightbeat 
3 Surround Sound 
4 Spice Guys 
~ Sound Exchange 

6 Revelry 
7 Catalyst 
8 Sound PX 

9 Reckless Abandon 
10 Xtraordinaires 

SEMI-FINALS 
1 Phase II 

2 Catalyst 
3 Nightbeat 
4 Spice Guys 
4 Surround Sound 

6 Sound Exchange 
7 Revelry 
8 Reckless Abandon 
9 The Kowal ski Twins 

10 Xtraordinaires 

11 Sound PX 

S1t1anee 145 145 141 
f1y Old Kentucky HOllle 147 151 145 
Let's Get A1t1ay From It All 139 136 145 
Any TiBle 135 138 141 
Where The River Shannon Flows 132 145 149 
Sentimental Journey 136 150 150 
Tin Roof Blues 140 133 135 
Wallcin ' Jtf¥ Baby B1tr.k H0111e 136 131 136 
The- Little Bo~ 135 137 135 
When Hy Baby 1111les At He 130 137 134 

I Didn't Want To Fall 134 135 139 
Each Time I Pall In L1ve 133 132 135 
At The Ball That's A 1 125 127 133 
Zi~! Went The Strings Of Hy Heart 108 128 120 
I ant To Sing Barbershop 135 137 138 
I Didn't Want· To Fall 134 139 134 
IfYou HadAll TheWorld Andlts Gold 133 129 132 
Where Did Robi nson Crusoe Go 129 134 132 
When It's N~ht Time In Dixie Land 123 122 130 
Bright Was e Night 124 125 130 

So Lonf Mother 149 146 142 
Where be Southern Roses Grow 151 149 144 
Beautiful Dre811Jer 150 142 152 
The Moment I Saw Your Eyes 138 145 146 
Walt 'Til The Sun Shines, Nellie 144 144 145 
Rain Medley 143 140 150 
Let The Rest Of The World Go By 138 132 142 
Let's Get Away From It All 139 139 142 
Oruinal DixJ.eland One-Step 137 138 148 
If OU HadAll TheWorld Andlts Gold 133 134 142 

Just Because(v.Shine MO 134 141 
Who's Sorry 01t1? 135 136 136 
Always 134 135 141 
Lora-Belle Lee 131 132 145 
LovekEY-es Medley 133 132 135 
You a'de Me Love You 128 130 133 
Red Head Mama Parody 124 130 132 
Hand~an Medl?a 124 136 132 
The omen t I alt' Your E')es 128 131 126 
Let The Rest Of The Wor d Go By 128 133 130 

Come Out To The Rock Garden, 
Let 's Get Away From It All 

Sally 121 131 135 
120 130 130 

874 881 1755 

834 866 1700 

862 832 1694 

811 832 1643 

808 622 1630 

808 818 1626 

741 873 1614 

817 767 1584 

789 791 1580 

754 776 1530 

881 0 881 

873 0 873 

866 0 866 

832 0 832 

832 0 832 

822 0 822 

818 0 818 

791 0 791 

778 0 778 

776 0 776 

767 0 767 

The Kowalski Twins were an out-of-district quartet competing for score only and were not 
eligible to advance to the final round. 

Xtraor~inaires are the District Novice Quartet Champions. 
Sunflower Statesmen are the District Seniors Quartet Champions. 
Harmony Bound will represent the Central States District at the International Seniors 

Quartet Contest. 
PANEL: ADMINISTRATOR 

R. Winget-ILL 
D. Bowen-LOL 

MUSIC t. Gentry-JAD 
R. Payne-MAD 

Warren Carl5on 
Clyde S~nt 

Soutbwcstcm District 
1996 Comedy Qu8rtel Champion f "'"'''' H"m'"1··· 

I ,diiifi:J.tWTih 
--- with 11 To 1uh of Fun! 

Paul King 

Ron Wallace 
Paul King 

Home: ('417) 883-10'43 917 East Maplewood St. 
Bu1iness: ('417) 862-6100 Sprlnifield, Missouri 
Facsimile: ('417) 862-3200 65807-5365 

PRESENTATION 
B. Cody-MAD 
G. Stamm-LOL 

SINGING 
J . DeBusman-LOL 
C. Lower-MAD 

Sibling Rivalry 
Oa<bmhop .y Occas;on 

Jamey . Tenor Eric . uad 
~aron · Bass Ed . Bari 

Cofttact Ed: ( •Ol) 4-41 -2503 · s iblingrivalryquartet.com 
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OFFICIAL SCORING SUMMARY, Central States District Quartet Contest 
SPEBSQSA, Inc., Des Hoines, Iowa, October 13, 2000 

SEMI-FINALS SONGS HUS PRE SNG TOTAL SCORE 

12 From The Heart The Utt1e Boy 128 126 120 766 
Rain Hedley 133 129 130 

l~ tMrmony Bound Brown Eyes Why Are You Blue? 126 124 135 759 
Love's Old Sweet Song 119 125 130 

14 Gentlemen' Of lote fn · Theland Where The5hdmr·ock. Grows 122 134 131 754 
Smi 7e Hedley 118 129 120 

15 Polecat Creek Last Night Was The End Of TheWorld 131 125 127 749 
I Found A Hi11ion Dollar Baby 117 121 128 

16 Rivertown Sound I Want A Gi rl 105 115 117 673 
Ain't She Sweet 103 117 116 

17 Harwony Boulevard let The Rest Of The World Go By 124 118 113 672 
HidnightChoo-ChooLeavesFor A1abam' 112 114 91 

18 Sunflo.er StateSllell Where The Black-Eyed Susans Grow 108 123 105 663 
The Masquerade Is Over 108 119 100 

19 Tone-Henge We' re A 11 Dressed Up 110 123 95 652 
I'm Forever Blowing Bubbles 109 118 97 

20 Generations Let's Get Away From It All 105 108 102 635 
Lazy River 102 108 110 

21 Capital Sound VO-DE-0-00 103 116 101 625 
Five Foot Two 99 111 95 

22 Nebraska Connection Dear Hearts And Gentle People 110 107 106 619 
Don't Blame He 94 104 98 

Class AA Chorus Champion, St. J oseph , Mo., American BarberBoys, Byron Myers Sr., director 

Bnd Slllphms 
3909S. o.p 
lnclcP" ._ • , MO 640SS 

(1 16) 252-3132 
(116) 36().3504 CONTACT Or. Hen~i'>el Strovcl. ~ O'vry l" ·· Topeh . Ks ""°' "312n.o620 
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OFFICIAL SCORING SUMMARY, International Preliminary Chorus Contest 
SPEBSQSA, Inc., Des Moines, Iowa, October 14, 2000 

FINALS SONGS HUS PRE SNG 

1 St. Charles, t«>. One Alone 173 166 171 
Ambassadors Of Hannony Hy Honey's Lovin' Arms 174 171 174 

2 St. Joseph, t«>. Buddy 157 153 156 
The Allerican Barberboys When The Ljttle Girls Grow Up 161 159 158 

3 Mason City, IA. It's Youi : Iii There Was You 145 155 157 
River City Chorus Sadder But Wiser Girl / Lida Rose 141 150 154 

4 Lincoln, I E. That's An Irish Lullaby 146 148 152 
Lincoln Continentals I Can't Recall Her Name 145 152 156 

5 Fremont, I E Sonny Boy 152 149 144 
Pathfinder Chorus Toot Toot Tootsie 152 145 150 

6 Des Moines, IA. The Song Is Ended 133 136 142 
Pri de Of Iowa Alexander's Ragtime Band 128 134 137 

7 Cedar Rapids, IA. Wedding Bells Breaking Up Old Gang 131 131 139 
Hannony Hawks There Goes Hy Heart 128 136 141 

8 Springfield , t«>. Always 135 132 136 
Sho-Me Statesmen Dancing At The Hoving Picture Bal l 132 128 129 

9 Algona, IA. Love/Eyes Hedley 128 125 134 
Cornbelt Chorus Tie He To Your Apron Strings Aga in 130 133 133 

10 Iowa City, Iowa Show He Where The Good Times Are 125 124 127 
Old Capitol Chorus That Swmter When We Were Young 125 125 123 

11 Beatrice, I E. I Love A Parade/76 Trombones 100 130 121 
Hoeestead Hannonizers Song For Hary 111 126 130 

12 St. Louis 11, t«>. Cecilia 116 116 115 
Spirit Of St. Louis Wonderful One 121 121 121 

13 Wichita, KS. Ain't Hisbehavin ' 112 107 121 
Air Capital Chorus Church Bells Are Ringing For Hary 117 110 123 

14 Davenport, IA. White Cliffs Of Dover 118 116 123 
The Chordbusters It's A Grand Night For Singing 98 110 112 

15 Overland Park, KS Georgia On Hy Hind 99 103 104 
Overland Stage Chorus Steamin' Down The River 102 97 100 

St. Charles is the International Representative t o Nashville, 2001. 
St. Charles is the Plat eau AAA Champion. 
St. Joseph is the Plateau AA Champion. 
Iowa City is the Most Improved Chorus. 

John • Curt • stan • Honk 

Sound 
Exchange 

1921 Elm Circle 
WNt Dea Moines, Iowa 50265 

51 S-226-0327 
W11W.H8fm0nlze.com/Soundexc:Nnge 

St Louis Area Gold 

CSD Bronze 

aoh.org/soundfx pat@aoh.org 

SCORE OnStg 

1029 77 

944 45 

902 63 

899 48 

892 60 

810 48 

806 47 

792 34 

783 28 

749 31 

718 44 

710 27 

690 26 

671 29 

605 29 

Pat 
Paul 
Bill 
Don 
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Adios 
By Gary Drown, VP MARKETING AND PR 

So long, it ' s been good to know ya! A song with a 
message. It has been good to know ya, and I hope it's 
not over. As the retiring Marketing and PR guy for the 
district, what a ~onderfuJ opportunity this has been. 

We have met in boardrooms, haJlways, concert halls, 
restaurants, street comers and shared stories, songs and 
ideas. It 's the ideas that I wish to concentrate fo r this 
final letter to the Serenade. 

Great ideas are coming to our new board in the fonn 
of energetic leaders. They' ll soon be officiaJly instaJled 
and ready to take you where you want to go. But where 
do you want to go? Are you content to leave the house 
on chapter night, sit down with the boys, get your chords 
tune up, and go home, only to do it aJl over again the 
following week? ls that your contribution to your 
bobby-your chapter-our Society? Or could we ask 
for more? 

Why did I go through the past three years of meeting 
after meeting, report after report, article after article, 
phone caJI after phone caJl, e-mail after e-mail? Because 
I felt I owed it to you. After aJI, you saved me from my 
most awful life experiences. 

We all go through tough times, and boy, so did I, but 
it was the relief you gave me by aJlowing me to sing with 
you or fo r you that gave me just enough fresh air to get 
through the worst times of my life and come out on the 
other side feeling like a whole human being. You did 
that! You saved me! So how else could I repay you 
other than try to make your hobby and mine as fun and 
fruitful as possible. 

And how about your story? Have you also been 
helped by this Society? Has it- have we- pulled you 
through some rough life times? Do you feel this would 
be a good time to give a little back? How would you go 
about it? 

Chapter officers are needed. Riser set-up guys are 
needed. Coffee makers are needed. Coaches are needed. 
Uniform keepers, music librarians, assistant directors, COTS 
attendees, show MCs, Society officers, listeners, leaders, 
followers, doers, greeters, friends, counselors, script writers, 
program chairmen, sound men, section leaders, telephone 
callers, picnic planners, festival goers, clinic attendees, re
cruiters- all are needed. Have you been asked, but refused 
to help. Have you volunteered without being asked? 

We need you! Yes, we want you to come and enjoy 
yourself on chapter meeting night, but can you-will you 
take the next step, even if it' s a little one, to help us make 
this hobby-our Society-better today than it was last night 
at your chapter meeting? !' 
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Some thoughts on emceeing 
By J. Carl Hancu1f 
[&Jitor 's note: J. Carl Hancujf is "recognized 
throughout the Society as the 'Master' Emcee."} 

Analyze and understand your particular style 
Practice and perfect it. 
Avoid your weaknesses. 

Find out what is expected of you 
Are you to be a large or featured part of the 

show OR are you to hopefully add a pleasant inter
lude between performing acts? 
Come prepared to do a four-hour show 

Never try to use all your material. Save some of 
your best stuff for the second half. 
Check the auditorium before show time 

Every hall has its own personality. Be familiar 
with the audience members' line of sight. 

Adjust podium, mic, and spot to your liking. 
Meet with show chair and chorus director 

If possible, include the stage manager also so all 
four of you are singing off the same page. 
Make friends with your audience 

Establish a rapport. Never talk down or try to 
out shout members of the audience. Let them come 
to you. Be sincere. 
Know and understand how to cope with any 
emeraency 

Know where all the exits are located. You must 
set the calm if a crisis arises. 
Keep it clean, keep it moving 

Kn.ow the Society' s facts and goals. 
Sell membership into the local chapter. Find out 

where and when it meets. 
Keep introductions fresh 

Personalize each intro with a fresh, new ap
proach. Always say performer's name last. Never 
start with, "The Dandy Diphthongs you are about 
to hear .... " 
Intermission 

Most chapter shows to too long. Many chapters 
abuse the time allocated for intermission. Here is 
where you can earn your pay by informing the spot 
operator, soundman and stagehands exactly when 
the second half will start. Then, get a drink of wa
ter and go round up the opening act of the second 
half Too many 15-minute intermissions stretch to 
30 minutes or more and then everyone wonders 
why the show went too long. 
Announcements 

Clear them all with the show chairman (except 
for emergencies). 

Check with the headliners regarding the sale of 
tapes, CDs, etc. 
Encores 

These should be left up to the emcee. If it is 
earned,. fine. Otherwise, move on! 
Grand finale 

Thank your audience. Be sincere. Reintroduce 
performing acts so applause is continuous. 
Evaluation 

Before going to sleep, walk yourself through the 
show. 

Remember what you did well and where you 
could have improved your performance. 

Sleep well. 
Pay your bills. 
Go home. 

(J. Carl Hancuff may be reached: 
2101 Timberdale Drive, Edmond, OK 73034 
405-340-\ 092; e-mail: hancuffjc@aol.com 

Web site: 
http://www.evg.org/-harmonet/hancuff htm) Q 

Seniors quartet action 
By Roger Lusk , SENIORS QUARTET CHAIRMAN 

Four Central States quartets competed for the 
District Seniors Quartet championship Friday Octo
ber 13 held in conjunction with the Central States 
District contest. Gaining the championship was 
Sunflower Statesmen from Hutchinson, Kansas. 
Harmony Bound scored 759 points; Gentlemen of 
Note scored 754 points; Sunflower Statesmen, 663 
points and Tone-Henge, 652. The Kowalski Twins 
from Rocky Mountain District competed only for 
points and ended up singing in the finals Saturday 
night Since they were not from the district they 
were unable to take the CSD crown. 

Harmony Bound earned the right to compete in 
the International midwinter convention at Jackson
ville, Florida, January 22-28, 200 l . 

There are several senior quartets that will most 
Likely compete in the next district senior contest 
October 12-14 2001 in Topeka, Kansas. 

Please noti fy me if your quartet has just qualified 
to be included in this august group and you weren't 
listed in the district report. Your district represen
tative should have a copy of this report. fl 
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You want to sing in a quartet - right! 
By Glenn Van Tassell, INTERNATIONAL CHAMPION 1966, A UTO To WNERS; 197 l, GENTLEMEN'S AGREEMENT 

For some of us, it may seem that it is the easiest 
thing in the world to start up a quartet. I mean -
well you know, we just caJl some people and sug
gest a get-together and a quartet is born. Some of 
us have done exactly that, but clearly it is not al
ways that easy. If it were easy, every person who 
would like to a sing in a quartet would be joyfully 
engaged in bouncing those chords around the room. 

Why is it that some find it so easy to be quartet 
involved and others don 't ever seem able to make it 
happen? The reasons are as many and as varied as 
each of us is different from everyone else. Let's try 
to understand some of them. Think about the ca
pable, but rather new barbershop singer who has 
not yet established the credentials and who is not 
quite sure about the wisdom of blurting out to 
someone, "Hey, lets start a quartet. " 

Many of us might hesitate to stick our necks out 
quite that far. Perhaps the best plan would be to 
wait foi them to call you. Well guess what, it is 
quite likely that they are waiting for someone to call 
them. And what about the person who would like 
to sing in a quartet but is not sure about measuring 
up? Some of us might assume that potential quartet 
singing partners may be too busy, too old, too 
young, not interested, tied up with other singers or 
in some other way unavailable. 

Incidentally, let's not assume that all potential 
quartet mates must end up being the best of friends. 
That might be the case and that would be great, but 
that is not necessarily what this is about. What then 
is an aspiring quartet singer to do? 

First and fo remost, it is an absolute must that 
anyone desiring to sing in a quartet needs to de
velop the necessary singing and performing skills to 
make it possible to do the work. Simply stated, 
though quartet singing is certainly a group activity, 
individual singers must bring their best to the quar
tet - all of the time - every time. But now let us 
assume that you are prepared for all of that, yet you 
are facing one or more of the problems noted 
above. How do we make it happen? 

Set up a meeting: Put out a bulletin- a letter 
of inquiry- a notice to be posted on bulletin 
boards of surrounding chapters or perhaps mailed 
to Barbershoppers within a reasonable driving dis-

tance (yes, you can travel a few miles to sing). Tell 
the world that there will be a QUARTET 
FORMATION FESTIVAL. Get the word out to 
every possible participant. 

Specify irn your bulletin that anyone, at any level 
of proficiency, who has an interest in singing in a 
quartet, is welcome. Develop a questionnaire for 
each of the participants to complete at the begin
ning of each meeting. Determine such things as: 
Experience levels, the part each person sings, the 
sort of quartet desired (show-only, competitive, 
comedy, local-only, whatever). Determine the 
amount of time each singer believes is available to 
develop a quartet (trust me, this element could 
change materially when a really good combination 
is found), and· more. Hold the meeting at the home 
of some very involved Barbershopper or at any 
other suitable meeting place. 

And what is the process? Just this. Secure the 
services of qualified coaches, chorus directors, cer
tified judges and experienced quartet people to be 
on hand to help with the process. With the guid
ance of the coaches, set up several possible quartet 
combinations, rotating people, matching vocal qual
ity and areas of interest. 

Start with singing "Barberpole Cat" arrangements 
until combinations with interesting potential are estab
lished. Sit dmvn together with the coaches/guides and 
talk about mutual interests . Share thoughts about the 
quartet experience and the challenges it offers. Arrange 
for future meetings with each quartet on its own or with 
the help of a coach and thus a quartet is born. With any 
luck, several quartets could be born. 

Does this plan work? In 1960, a quartet called The 
Auto Towners was formed in very much the same way. 
I had always sung barit<;me, but, under the guidance of 
respected coaches, I ended up singing lead. We became 
International Champions just six years later. 

Think about it, how better to locate people who really 
want to explore the quartet experience? Incidentally, it 
should be noted that I retreated back to my beloved bari
tone part when Al Rehkop and I had the opportunity to 
sing with a lead named Drayton Justus and a bass named 
Bob Whitledge. It doesn't get much better than that. · 

Folks, the whole point of this article is this . If you 
want to sing iin a quartet, there is only on~ way to do it 
and that is to do it! 1' 
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You can help PROBE honor top volunteers 
By Jim Styer, 2000 PRO BE HALL OF' HONOR 

Top directors and medallist quartet members jus
tifiably receive high praise. 

But there are many other members who work 
behind the scenes in non-singing tasks to support 
our Society and the musical accomplishments. They 
are the marketing, public relations and bulletin 
volunteers who help communicate our message and 
our music, both within the Society and to other mu
sic lovers. 

PROBE wants to recognize the top practitioners 
among them. And you can help-by nominating 
them for the prestigious PROBE Hall of Honor 
award. 

PROBE is the Society's self-supporting, all
volunteer Association of Public Relations Officers 
and Bulletin Editors. Anyone - men and women, 
members and non-members - who is interested in 
barbershop harmony communications may join. 

PROBE's top award is its Hall of Honor, which 
has recognized 31 persons since it was established 
11 years ago with the induction of Deak Martin, 
Dee Paris and Wilbur Sparks. 

Nominations are now open for people who will 
be considered for recognition at the international 
convention in 2001 in Nashville. 

A nominee, living or deceased, must have been a 
PROBE member for at least 10 years, and must 
have made contributions to PROBE and its pur
poses well beyond the normal duties of performing 
PROBE-related functions for a chapter or district. 

Any current PROBE member may make a nomi
nation. If you ' re not a member, join now or pass 
your nomination on through a member. 

Your nomination must be in writing, specifically 
describing the nominee' s services and contr1butions. 
Include supporting evidence if available. You also 
may include letters of support from others who 
know the nominee. 

Your nomination need not be extremely sophisti
cated or professionally prepared. The selection is not 
based on the presentation, but on the nominee's mer
its. Further, this is not a competition, but recogni
tion. 

The deadline is April 30, 2001. Yes, that ' s sev
eral months away. But start now to think about it 
and gather the information you need. That will take 

a bit of time. Otherwise, you may forget about it 
and later realize that the deadline has passed. 

Send your nominations anytime before the dead
line to the award committee chairman, Jim Styer, 72 
Allison Drive, Battle Creek MI 49017. Or e-mail 
them to jimstyer@home.com. And feel free to 
write him if you have any questions. 

Meanwhile, if you wish to join PROBE, you can 
sign yourself up by sending the $5 annual dues to 
PROBE, SPEBSQSA, 63 15 Harmony Lane, 
Kenosha, WI 53143-5199. 

Since membership is a legitimate chapter ex
pense, you can have your chapter secretary sign you 
up by calling or writing Kenosha. ln October, 
chapter secretaries send Kenosha a list of officers 
for the following year; PROBE membership can 
simply be marked on that submission to Kenosha. 

Benefits of PROBE membership include support 
for PR and bulletin activities and a subscription to 
the quarterly PROBEmoter newsletter. 1' 

Open invitation to CSD members 

Former Mason City and Des Moines music di
rector, Rich Thompson, has been hired on a six
month interim to direct the Desertaires Chorus, 
Sun City, Arizona. 

The Desertaires meet on Tuesday afternoons at 
I :30, Sun City Christian Church, 98t" Street and 
Palmeras Avenue in Sun City. 

Rich invites all Central States members visiting 
or wintering in the Phoenix area to join in the sing
ing with the Desertaires Chorus. 1' 

PROMOTE 
Your chapter show 

Advertise in the Serenade 
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4THANNUAL 

HOLIDAY 
HARMONY 

SPECTACULAR 
A family Holiday show featuring over 

200 voices singing barbershop-style harmony! 

~ Saturday, December 2, 2000 ~ 
Matinee: 2:00 PM • Evening: 7:30 PM 

RLDS Auditorium 
Located at the corner of River & Walnut, 

in Independence, Missouri! 
GUEST APPEARANCE BY 

Keith nibitt and the Elements of Faith! 
Don'~ Miss 1n 

Page 31 

For ticket info, call: <913> 782-9479 
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clo SPEB1 Q A, Inc. 
6315 Harmony Lane 
Keno ha, \VI 53143-5199 

Editor'• addJ'8ll i1 on page two 

Chapter Shows Schedule 
Reported by Gale Demaree, Secretary 

Nov. 3-4- Dubuque, Iowa - Grand Theater 
4 - Sioux City, Iowa - Eppley Auditorium 

Dec. 9 - St. Louis # 1, Mo. - Jefferson College, Hillsboro, Mo. 
15-16 - St Charles, Mo. - Harris-Stowe College 

2001 
Feb. 17 - Salina, Kan. - Masonic Hall, 336 South Santa Fe 
March 24 - Overland Park, Kan. - Johnson County Community College 

~31 - Mason City, Iowa - No. Iowa Community Auditorium 
31 - Algona, Iowa - O.B. Laing Middle School 

Joplin, Mo. - Carthage Jr. High School, Carthage, Mo. 
Aberdeen, S.D. - Johnson Fine Arts NSU 
Davenport, Iowa - Capitol Theatre, Davenport 
Milbank, S.D. - Milbank High School 
Greater Ozarks, Ark. - Old High Middle School, Bentonville, Ark. 

April 1 - Joplin, Mo. - Coleman Theater, Miami, Okla. 
Mason City, Iowa - No. Iowa Community Auditorium 

7 - Viborg, S.D. - Viborg School 
20-21 - Florissant Valley, Mo. - Florissant Civic Center 

May 19 - Lincoln, Neb. - Lied Center 

March JO - Algona, Iowa - O.B. Laing Middle School 
April 27 - Viborg, S.D. - Centerville School 

2002 

District and Society Events 
Nov. 11-12 - Chapter Operations Training Seminar (COTS), Omaha, Neb. 

2001 
Jan. 22-28 - International midwinter convention, Jacksonville, Fla. 
Feb. 3 - Top Gun School, Missouri Western State College, St. Joseph, Mo. 
April 20-22 - Spring district convention, St. Joseph, Mo. 
June 8-9 - }{cmltoJ }{mnoD)' }bppcDIDt, Missouri Western State College, St. Joseph, Mo. 
July 1-8 - International convention, Nashville, Tenn. 
Oct. 12-14 - Fall district convention, Topeka, Kan. 
Nov. 10-11 - Chapter Operations Training Seminar (COTS), Omaha, Neb. 


