
e 
H A L F A M I L L I 0 N M I L E S 0 F M E L 0 D Y I N M I D • A M E R I C A 

Central States District, SPEBSQSA- Colorado, Iowa. Kansas, Missouri, Neoraska, South Dakota, Wyoming 

JUNE-1962 

KIPPERS, NUBBINS, and VIGORTONES 
TO INT'L CONTEST, HAWKEYES ALT'S! 

KIP~RS 

KIPPERS, NUBBINS, VIGORTONES 
QUALIFY FOR INTERNATIONAL 

Barbershoppers from all corners of 
Central States converged on Waterloo, 
Iowa, the 4th and Sth of May to partici
pate in, and enjoy the International 
Preliminary Quartet Contest held that 
weekend. 

The boys of the Twin Town chapter 
rolled out the "scarlet carpet" for their 
brother CSA Barbershoppers and show
ed what terrific hosts they are .. The 
Russell-Lamson Hotel, which was the 
H.Q. hotel, treated us all like visiting 
royalty and we heard it second-hand 
that the hotel management said our 
group was one of the best behaved 
conventions they had ever entertained. 
Those are words to warm the cockles 
of any Barbershopper's heart. (What
ever that means!) 

The contest preliminaries got off to ' 
a fine start on Saturday afternoon under 
the excellent M.C. 'ing of MAX HED
RICK of Mason City, Iowa. There was 
a field of 16 quartets entered, and all 
showed themselves to be admirable 
barbershoppers, both in the quality of 
their singing and in their excellent 
spirit. 

.. 
NUBBINS 

I '4 V!GORTONES 

From this group of quartets, the 
judges selected ten to be finalists in 
the evening session. These finalists 
were (in order of appearance): CHORD 
HUSKERS, Ft. Dodge, Ia.; HAWKEYE 
FOUR, Des Moines, Ia.; KIPPERS, 
St. Joe-North K.C., Mo.; NUBBINS, 
Spencer, Ia.; NOVATONES, Mason 
City, Ia.; TRAVELAIRES, Cloud 
County, Kans.; MAJORS, Waterloo
Cedar Falls, Ia.; TIMBERLINERS, 
Boulder, Colo.; BMA BEACONAIRES, 
K.C., Mo.; VIGORTONES, Cedar 
Rapids, Ia. 

The evening session, M.C. 'd by Dist. 
Pres. "Pete" Peterson, proved to be 
a thrill a minute, as one fine quartet 
followed another singing their best. 
After that seemingly interminable 
wait while the judges totaled their 
scores, the eagerly awaited announce
ment came of the three quartets which 
will represent CSA in the Kansas City 
International contest. The names were 
put in a hat and drawn by your pal and 
mine, SAM COHEN of Junction City, 
Kansas. The quartets were the 
KIPPERS, the NUBBINS and the 
VIGOR TONES. Chosen as alternates 

were the HAWKEYE FOUR. 
The total scores for these four quar

tets were: 

KIPPERS 1608 
NUBBINS 1497 
VIGORTONES 1468 
HAWKEYE FOUR 1449 

Competition in this contest was the 
roughest Central States has seen in 
some time and our District is fortunate 
indeed to have three quartets of such 
high quality to represent it at the 
International. Our congratulations to 
them on winning this honor and our 
very best wishes to them in K.C. 

IT'LL BE GREAT IN K.C. 
Congratulations to my fellow Central 

States Barbershoppers who have al
ready purchased your Convention 
Tickets and to my other Central 
States Brethren, why don't you have 
yours. 
It is gratifying to know that over 600 

of you have already ordered your 
tickets. This figure is roughly 1/ 3 
of our District Membership, but, our 
goal as mentioned in the last Serenade, 
is 1/2 of our District membership. 
We have thrown down a challenge to 
the rest of the Society to beat us and 
I am sure we want to make this chal
lenge the real thing and not just idle 
talk. 

This is only part of the reason you 
should be in Kansas City. First of 
all, it has been ten long years since 
we have had an International Conven
tion in our backyard. It may be that 
long again. Secondly, where could a 
Barbershopper find more real enjoy
ment than listening to our 45 great 
Quartets and our District Champion 
Choruses? Where could a Barber
shopper find more Barbershoppers 
to sing and "Talk Shop" with? Where 
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Membe r o f PROOE 

-----------~-----------------
can a Barbershopper have a greater 
opportunity to attend a more diversified 
series of educational meetings? When 
can the average Barbershopper have a 
greater opportunity to observe the 
Executive Committee and the Inter
na tional Board in Executive s e ssion 7 
Where, but a t this Convention, can a 
Barbershopper gain a real insight into 
what makes this Society of ours 
"Tick"? 

As one Central States Barbershopper 
to another , may I submit some sugges
tions for positive act ion, for all of us 
to participate in. 

(1) Let's show the Society that when 
Central States sets a goal, we 
make it. 

(2) Let's, by our atte ndance, prove 
to the Society that we back our 
Host Chapters to the utmost, so 
that when others of our District 
Chapters bid for the Honor of 
Hosting our International Contest 
they may receive favorable con
sideration. 

(3) Let's prove to the Society that our 
"Challenge" is not idle talk. 

(4) Let's extend the real hand of 
fellowship and fr iendship to our 
Brothers from other Districts. 

(S) Let's attend the various meetings 
s o that we can go back home better 
informed and more capable of doing 
a better job in our "Home Chair 
ters". 

(6) Let's let our Distric t Quartets and 
our District Chor us Champions 
know that the "Home Folks 11 are 
out front cheering the m on. 

(7) Let's enjoy every minute of our 
stay in Kansas City and Let's 
let everyone know it. 

Such action on our part will really 
MAKE IT GREAT IN K.C. SEE YOU 

THERE. Chet Fox, 
Member International Board 

JOE WODICKA RECEIVES T H E 
SAM COH EN TROPHY 

On s tage at the quartet finals con
test in Waterloo, the CSA Barbershopper 
of the year award, otherwise known 
as the SAM COHEN TROPHY, was 
presented to Joe Wodicka of St. Louis, 
by Ray Niblo , Chairman of the Selec
tion Conunittee , as pictured above. 

Joe, one of the Society's oldest 
barbersboppers in number of year:s of 
continuous membershi.p, was born in 
St. Louis on March 22, 1891 and has 
spent h is entire life there. He at
tended both grammer school and high 
school in St. Louis and graduated 
from Southwestern Business College. 
He is a salesman of Fine Papers. 

He is a charter member of the St. Louis 
chapte r which was organized in June 
of 1938, just two months after the 
famous meeting in Tulsa which we 
all point to with pride as the founding 
of our Society. Joe was elected as the 
first Secretary-Treasurer of the St. 
Louis chapter in 1939 when that group 
finally got on an organized basis and 
elected officers. 

At the January 194 1 meeting of the 
National Board, Joe was elected as 
the second Secretary-Treasurer of the 
National Society following the resigna
tion of O. P. Erickson, who was the 
first to hold that office. Joe put much 
of himself into this office and paid 
out a great deal from his own po~ket 
to carry on the a ffairs of the Society 
during his tenure as Secretary. It cost 

money the n as now to serve as a 
Society official, though now they are 
not called upon to finance operating 
deficits of Chapte r and Society e ve nts. 
While he was Na t ional Secretary he 

worked hard to br ing into perspect ive 
a picture whose only clear element 
was the national desire of harmony
minded men to revive a type of music 
which they loved best. 

The year follo wing his term as 
National Secre tary, Joe was elected 
one of the Society's four Vice- Presi
dents, an office which he held foe a 
year. 

Joe is also an accredited judge in 
the Balance and Blend catagory and 
Central Sta tes wi ll reme mber him on 
many judging panels for our District 
Contests in recent years. In Water
loo he s e rved as Chairman of the 
Judqes. 
Central Stntes extends its congratu

lations to Joe for achieving this 
great honor . 

OSMOND BROTHERS 
Will sing on Saturday Night of the 

Int'!. Convention. 

BOULDER COMPLETES PAYMENT OF 
EXPANSION FUND PLEDGE. 

Another of our Central States chapters 
has completed its obligations to the 
International Expansion Fund. Boulder, 
Colorado finished paying off their 
pledge with a final contribution of 
$ 250. Congratulations Boulder. 

CSA BARBERSHOPPER IH HOSPITAL 
Frank Holm, who sings with the 

"C" NOTES of Omaha, Nebraska, 
has recently entered the hospital. 
He may be there for some time and 
we are sure he would appreciate 
notes and cards from his brother 
barbers hoppers throughout CSA. 
They can be addressed to him a t 
the Clarkson Hospital in Omaha. 



TO ALL MEMBERS, FAMILIES AND 
FRIENDS OF S. P . E. B.S.Q.S.A. 

Greetings from your Officers, Directors and Staff. 
24th International Convention in Kansas City, Missouri . Welcome to the 
It is our hope you will find that the Heart of America truly lives up 

to its name of being the pulse beat of America and that friendliness, 
harmony and the true joy of singing and listening will surely be yours 
and make all of your days and nights here the most enjoyable you have 
experienced in your Barbershop Lives . 

Your host chapter, The Heart of America and the Greater Kansas City 
Area Chapters, North Kansas City, Nojoco, and Southtown, all have 
worked hard to make your visit pleasant and harmonious . Together we 
extend you the right hand of fellowshio and s ay "WELCOME". 

Harmoniou sly, 

C. V. Peterson, Lia ison Chai rman 

P.R .O.B.E. MEETING AT WATERLOO 
Bright and early on Saturday morning 

at the Waterloo contest 42 barber
shoppers wended their ways to the 
Garden Room of the Hotel Russell
Lamson to attend the meeting of the 
Association of Public Relations 
Officers and Bulletin Editors, other
wise known far and wide as PROBE. 

The meeting was chaired by CSA's 
Chairman of Public Relations, Roy 
Stuart of Clear Lake, Iowa. Roy gave 
attractive six page programs to all 
the men attending. The programs out
lined the format of the meeting, gave 
some ideas to consider and offered 
a place for doodles and notes on the 
meeting. 

The first portion of the meeting was 
devoted to round-table discussions of 
the ideas and problems of PR men and 
Bulletin editors such as frequency and 
length of bulletins, getting newspaper 
publicity and putting barbershop record 
programs on the air. 

After this "appetizer" of the program, 
the main course was served in the 
form of one Curt Hockett, editor of the 
Harmonizer and International Director 
of Public Relations . 

Curt spoke about many d1ttertnt 
things involving Public Relations. He 
mentioned how PROBE gives us an 
inter-Society communications network 
from Headquarters to District to 
Chapter, and of the several services 
which PROBE offers to the chapter 
to help in the job of gaining publicity. 
One of the newest of these is a series 
of awards developed and available to 
chapters. There are six of these: 
1. A Recognition of Merit - to be 

given to a company or group which 
has done much for a chapter. 

2. A Recognition of Merit - to be 
given to an individual outside the 
Society who has been of unusual 
aid. 

3. Bulletin awards - to be given to 
outstanding chapter bulletins 
within the District. 

4. A Society award for outstanding 
achievement in Public Relations. 

5. Musical Accomplishment in Barber
shop Singing - to be given to 
novices. 

6. Outstanding Accomplishment award 
- for men within the chapter. 

Every chapter should become familiar 
with these awards as they can be a 
way of gaining better P.R. for a 
chapter. 

Curt also mentioned several other 
matters which were of interest to all 
barbershoppers. Among these is the 
importance of chapters reporting 
charitable contributions to the District 
and International and also on their 
Income Tax forms. This is of vital 
importance as it has a great effect 
on whether the Society will be able 
to maintain its present non-profit 
status. 

Curt said that volunteers are wanted 
to work on the "Twelfth Street Rag", 
which will be the daily convention 
newspaper at the Kansas City contest. 
Men, especially bulletin editors , are 
needed to help out as runners and 
reporters for the paper. 

JU ST FOR THE LADIES 
The Music Room of the Hotel Muehle

bach otherwise known as the "Ladies 
Hospitality Headquarters " will be 
staffed by Heart of America barber
shoppers' wives who are eagerly 
waiting to greet all ladies in attend
ance at the convention. So make this 
room your headquarters. Meet and 
greet new friends and old, relax, 
play cards; etc. and yes - coffee will 
be served every morning. 

Phyliss Birr, Chairman of Ladies 
Hospitality, reports that arrangements 

have been made for you to attend the 
roadshow of the MUSIC MAN on Wed
nesday night at Starlight Theatre. 
Tickets are $2.50 each. Then on 
Fr iday morning there will be a tour 
along Kansas City's famous Cliff 
Drive to Inde pendence, Mo. You will 
not want to miss the tour through the 
Truman Library a nd Museum and many 
other outstcmding points of interest. 
Tour lasts two a nd one-half hours and 
$2.00 gives you a choice seat on the 
air-conditioned bus. 

The traditional Ladies Brunch will 
be held in the Terrace Grill of the 
headquarters hotel on Saturday :norn-
ing, June 23rd . A tasty menu is 
promised , fabulous door prizes, sing
ing by the Schmitt Brothers and Sun
tones plus a sparkling style show 
featuring the latest in summer fashions 
awaits your arrival at 10:30 A.M. 
A.11 this for $3 .00. 
There is more so be in attendance 

at the convention and enjoy the warm 
friendship that awaits you. 

BARBERTEENS TAKE NOTE 
Tell Dad and Mom that you want to 

be in Kansas City for the Interna
tional Convention. Yes, tell them that 
they can have their fun and you will 
register in at the Reception Room at 
Hotel Continental because you want 
to be part of the Barberteen Activities . 

Waiting to greet you will be barber
teens from every District in the Society 
and on Wednesday night you will meet 
them at the coke party and dance. 
Then on Thursday night a trip to the 
famous Starlight Theatre where you 
will be seated under the stars to see 
the Music Man. Cost including bus 
transportation $2 .00 per person. 

Barberteens will have a choice of 
two tours on Friday. The one that 
should appeal to you most is the trip 
to Benjamin Stables where you can 
ride one of their gentle and well
trained horses or participate in the 
hay rack rides. Western chow will 
be prepared and served from an authen
tic antique chuck wagon. The return 
trip includes a tour through the only 
zoo in America with animals living 
in their natural habitat - the world 
renowned Swope Park Zoo. This all
day tour is yours for $4.00. 

After the contest finals on Saturday 
night plan on attending the Farewell 
Party in the Reception Room. So 
come on Barberteens and don't let 
Dad and Mom leave you at home. 

TAKE THAT HITE TRAIN, PLANE, 
BUS, CAR OR HITCHHIKE TO K.C. 
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To all Barhershoppers-
Sincere greetings and salutations fran all the Greater 

Kansas City Borbershoppers ore awaiting you when 
you arrive in Kansas City to attend the 24th Interna
tional Convention and Contests . All that is necessary 
for the overage Borbershopper to hove o good rip
rooring ti me at o gathering of this magnitude is a 
place to eotond sleep . The comradeship and capability 
for self-entertainment in our organization ore unsur
passed. Excellent housing and dining facilities ore 
available in abundance . For the ladies and teen
agers who may not be avid fans of Borbershopping, 
the Kansas City Convention Committee hos arranged 
many activities that will be interesting to everyone. 
The worm hospitality of the Heart of America will 
shine on you . Welcome . 

BUFFALO BILLS BASS RETIRES 
Bill Spangenberg, who has s ung bass 

for the Buffalo Bills for such a long 
time has found it necessary to retire 
from the s trenuous activity of s inging 
with the Bills, because of ill health. 
This is sad news, but the Bills will 
continue their great singing with the 
very fine bass •of Jim Jones, who was 
bass of the Sta-Laters. J im hails from 
Ohio and is the second Ohioan to join 
the Bills. The other is bari, Wayne 
Ward. If this trend continues they may 
one day be called the BUCKEYE BILLS. 

Bill Spangenberg is now at home and 
we are sure would be happy to receive 
notes from his barbers hopping friends 
everywhere. His address is 240 East 
76th St., New York 21. New York. 

BILL WALL 

Pres ident 
Heart of America Chopte; 

PAUL SHEL TOH IN WADSWORTH 
A member and fcrmer director of 

the Springfield , Mo. chapter suffered 
a stroke in December. Since then 
recovery has been slow for Paul and 
he was recently taken to Wadsworth 
Hospita l where he will be for awhile. 

Cards and letters from fellow barber
s hoppers would certainly be appreciated 
and would do much to hasten bis re
covery, we are sure . His address is 
Paul Shelton, first floor west, Wads
worth Veterans' Hos pital, Wadsworth, 
Kansas. 

Afterthought: Why don't some of the 
quartets in that vicinity go over to the 
hospital and bust a chord or two for 
him? They would be cheering a lot 
more fellows than just Paul. 
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FLASH ...... FLASH 
CBS TO CARRY KANSAS CITY 

QUARTET FINALS 
Word has just been received that 

CBS Radio will carry a rebroadcast 
of our Saturday Night, June 23, Quartet 
Finals competition from Kansas City, 
Missouri. Broadcast time , as announced 
by the network, will be Sunday , June 
24 , fro m 3:05 to 3:30 P .M. (Eastern 
Daylight Time). 
IMPORT ANT NOTICE - It is vitally 

important that each chapter contact 
its local CBS affiliate to encourage 
them to carry the show. IF THERE 
IS A CONFLICT IN PROGRAMMING 
AT YOUR ST A TION (a baseball 
game, etc. ) WE HAVE A SOLUTION. 
You should point out to the s tation 
program director that CBS officials 
in New York recommend the show be 
taped (by your station) and put on the 
air later the same day to avoid this 
conflict. 

Please remember that you CAN get 
the program aired at a different time 
if there is any local conflict. By 
using this approach there should be 
no reason why we should not get 
complete coverage for our chapters. 
CONTACT YOUR STATION IMMEDI
ATELY TO GIVE THEM SUFFICIENT 
TIME TO MAKE THE PROPER AR
RANGEMENTS." 

CSA NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
ANNOUNCED 

District President "Pete" Peterson 
has announced the Central States 
Nominating Committee to serve until 
January 1, 1963. 

Chairman - Herb Wall 
Member - Chet Fox 
Member - Ray Niblo 


