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to make it a District-wide program during 
1968. Our growing pains in contests were 
quite evident at Des Moines, in spite of 
the excellent handling, 

In addition to the SERENADE we'll have 
another publication this year. We're re­
viving the NAIL, · a News And Information 
Log for chapter and area leaders. It will 
be published monthly. 

Per sonally, we fl.nd ourselves succeed.ing 
the most-traveled President the District 
hits known, following the most prolific coI'­
resPondent the District has had at the 
helm. 

We don't hope to match either, but 
perhaps we can learn from both of them, 
both of whom I respect as men who knew 
how to roll up their sleeves, a.nd men 
who did. 

Speaking specifically of Pierce Brane, 
our retiring President, I can only hope 
that Chet Fox, our new Field Representa­
tive, and I can approach the time and the 
effort that he and Lloyd steinkamp man­
aged to give to us. 

We'll need a lot of helping hands. And 
we know of many. Let's make this the 
year we really tell 'em and sell •em. 

Joins Century Club 
CHORDBUSTERS REACH 100 MARK 

by Don Pederson 
The past months have seen much acti­

vity among the members of the Daven­
Port CHORDBUSTERS Chorus. Our annual 
parade was held just one week prior to 
the Central states District Contest and 
between these two activities we were all 
kept pretty busy. We were very pleased 
with the success of our show. Upwards of 
2200 patrons attended. Then, of course, 
we were quite happy about placing 2nd in 
District Chorus Competition the following 
week. With Christmas just around thi> cor­
ner, our chorus and quartets are being 
kept busy with sing-outs and other special 
events. 

Probably the biggest thing that has hap­
pened to the Chordbusters, though, is that 
we have grown to over 100 members 
this year. This means that we have joined 
the Heart of America Chapter in the Cen­
tral states District and thirteen other 
chapters in the Society in reaching this 
goal. The above picture shows from left 
to right our President, Dick Rode, and 
Adm1n1stratlve Vice- President, Dr. Don 
J. Doering, (Serenade Editor) congratu­
lating Dick Patzer on becoming our l OOth 
member. Since the time this picture was 
taken, we have added several more new 
members and at last count we toWed 110. 

Wamego -A Town 's An s we r 

WAMEGO CHAPTER PROVES ITSELF 
by Her b Crapson 

In AprU 1966 a group of civic minded 
men of Wamego Kansas (population 2500), 
in order to help their town celebrate Its 
Centennial, decided what they needed was 
a singing organ'ization. They set about to 
assemble the needed singers. Here ls what 
happened. 

They had so much fun that under the 
SPonsorship of the Topeka Chapter they 
applied to SPEBSQSA for a license, which 
was obtained September 29, 1966. Word 
got around that there was a new musical 
group in Wamego. TI,e telephone began to 

ring. Besides singing in al l the churches 
in Wamego, they hu • e c;1mg !or the public 
In eight Lowus. They have 
,,,eventesn concerts to their credit. 0n 
October 28th they staged their first PA­
RADE OF QUARTETS and what a Parade. 
This writer has never witnessed a more 
enthusiastic audience. Thelr afterglow was 
a sellout. The only trouble there, was try­
ing to end lt. 

This chapter looks forward lo obtaining 
their charter by December 31, 1967. Wa­
mego is another proof that successful 
barbershop chapters can and are being es­
tablished in small towns. 

C$A WATCH 
BUENA VISTA SERVES 

by Lou Sharp 
Several years ago, in an effort to find 

something to do which would be of serv­
ice and at the same time suit our rather 
limited time and talents, one of our mem­
bers asked if we'd be interested in sing­
ing for their local " Rest Home". We 
were and did, and have found such engage­
ments easy to arrange on short notice. 
We average about one a month and find 
that it takes about a year to get around 
for a second visit. 

We are sure that all chapters wm find 
several of these " homes' ' within a half­
hours drive from their location. We take 
from 12 to 18 members on such sing- outs 
(not enough room for more in most places) 
and sing only the simple old songs that 
require little preparation. You can repeat 
the same program year after year and it 
will be appreciated. In fact if you don't, 
you wUl probably be requested to sing 
the ones you leave out. We wear our 
unUorms because they seem to appreciate 
seeing us " doodad UP'·. This ls a great 
way for a small chapter to be doing some­
thing, we heartily recommend it to every­
one. 

We have a hard time doing much for 
"Logopedics" because our means are 
rather limited, so we try to make up for 
our lack of "We Sing That They Shall 

Speak" with We Sing That They Shall 
Smile" . 

LONGMONT ROLLS 
by Hi Boersma 

Saturday night, November 4th, the Long­
mont Chapter presented their annual Parade 
of Quartets. Once again they fllled the High 
School auditorium with 750 lovers of good 
close harmony. The featured quartets were 
"The Gay Nineties" from Montevideo, 
Minn., "The Hi- Landers" from Denver, 
and the "Boulder Four•· Crom Boulder. 
Local quartets appearing were "The Long· 
montaires", "The Four K•s•·, and the 
" Him- Singers". The show theme was "the 
gay nineties•• and the stage setting was a 
replica of the band stand from Thompson 
Park, Longmont' s oldest. The script used 
by our M.C. , Mike Frizell, dealt with events 
and occurrences of that 1890 period. 

Our newly elected officers, with Ted 
Koernes, a former Wtsconsln Barbershop­
per, as our 1968 President, will be in­
stalled at a Ladies Nite meeting in late 
December. Plans are in the making for 
our annual Valentines Party, which is 
strictly a fUn nite. 

Members of the chapter have recently 
visited Boulder, Denver, and Fort Collins 
chapter s and our quartets and chorus par­
ticipated in the recently held Divisional 
Contest in Cheyenne, Wyoming. 



CLOCK WATCH (Continued) 
GUEST NITE AT LINCOLN 

by Don Little 
One of the biggest things to happen to 

the Cornhusker Chapter in many a moon 
occurred on November 20, 1967. It was 
the Chapter s ' Annual Fall Guest Nite. And 
holy pipes, when the dust had settled, 
there were 30 chapter members and 38 
guests in attendance. Now that may not 
sound like many bodies, to some chapters, 
but to us ln the Cornhusker Chapter, it's 
tremendous! 

And what a ball we did have!! The for­
mal part of the program included greet­
ings and introduction of guests by Chap­
ter President, Dale Helllger, a report 
of the years activities by Program VP, 
Rick Shalberg, a brief look at the Insti­
tute of Logopedics with Keith Barrett AND 
much singing by everyone. 

A break at 10:00 provided everyone time 
to catch their breath and a cup of coffee 
and a donut. Then back at It and the 
informal session. 'Tltis included entertain­
ment from the CHROMA TICS of the Corn­
husker Chapter and the JONES- TONES of 
the Ak- Sar- Ben Chapter who had come 
down from Omaha to take part in the 
Festivities. 

It was a great evening both tor chapter 
members and guests alike. A night that 
wm not soon be forgotten. 
~ 

F.A.G.K.C.I. W.Q.C. 
by Don Thorne 

The above deciphered means "The First 
Annual Greater Kansas City Invitational 
Woodshed Quartet Contest and was the most 
enjoyable and worthwhile meeting held in 
many, many years at the Heart of America 
Chapter at Kansas City, Missouri on No­
vember 14th. 

The contest was run under regular rules 
of judging with five judges and a time­
keeper. Seven quartets from Lawrence, 
Kans., NOJOCO, Kans., St. Joseph, Mo. , 
and Heart of America were in competi­
tion. In addition to the regular judging rules, 
was the rule that any quartet could sing 
only one number which their chorus ordi­
narily sang. Also, no more than one mem­
ber of an organized or registered quartet 
could sing with the quartet. 

First place winners, from Lawrence, 
Kansas were the "Chairmen'' ;second place 
went to the " Forerunners" from Heart 
of America; third place was won by the 
"Four Hunchbacks" also of Heart of Amer­
ica; and tying for fourth spot were: the 
"Dirty So and So's" from NOJOCO, the 
"Four F lushers" from St. Joseph, "The 
Lost Chords" from Heart of America and 
" The Pltchpipers" also from Heart of 
America. 

Jerry Kelley, quartet promotion chair­
man, was responsible for this very suc­
cessful meeting and contest. To quote 
Jerry, "The evening was a big success 
horn an entertaining and inter-chapter re­
lations point of view. I feel It will stimu­
late quartet activity also, and we are hope­
ful that several new quartets will be formed 
from this beginning. I feel this is an ex­
cellent way to encourage the formation 
of quartets and hope that this will become 
an annual event .. " 

There wer e approximately two hundred 
barbershoppers in attendance. Coffee and 
donuts were served by chapter members. 

PIKES PEAK SINGS 
by Winfield S. Roger s 

On October 26th, our chorus helped 
with the re- chartering of the Pueblo ChaP­
ter. About twenty- five members of the 
Pikes Peak Chapter made the trip to 
Pueblo to sing on the program. 

Three members of the Rock Busters 
Four, a quartet in the State Prison at 
Canon City, Colorado, along with their 
guard were there also. Dressed in the 
white coats, red plaid ties and cumber­
bunds that we gave them last April 15 at 
which ti me we put on a show. One of 
the members of the quartet was in maxi­
mum security for a violation or a rule 
and couldn't make the trip. The men at 
the prison have formed a chorus of 25 to 
30 members and we are helping them out 
by sending them music and our bulletin. 

On Saturday evening, November 10th, 
the chorus sang for the congregation of 
the 7th Day Adventist Church and on Nov. 
19th the Hi- Chords appeared on the local 
two hour CROP show at the City Audi­
torium which was televised on KKTV in 
Colorado Springs. 

December we will do our annual Christ­
mas caroling on the streets to raise money 
for the Salvation Army and on December 
26th we will make an appearance at the 
Printers Home (a home for retired printers 
in C.S.) 

~ 

CHORDMASTERS STAND UP AND SING 
by Verdell Anderson 

The Chordmasters Chorus of Sheldon, 
Iowa has been busy this fall singing where­
ever they could get in and stand up. They 
have sung at the Unity Church In Hart­
ley, Iowa and the Sioux County Farm Bu­
reau Meeting in Sioux Center, Iowa. On 
November 19th they sang at the American 
Refor med Church in Primghar, Iowa. 

October 28th was the date of their very 
successful Parade of Quartets. A Ladies 
Nite and two guest nites are in the planning 
stages. 

The Chapters lone quartet, "The Dial­
tones• · (the quartet with a ring) has been 
busily entertaining for the Farm Bureau 
at Sibley, Iowa, the United Church at 
Hartley, Iowa and the Kiwanis club of 
Sibley, Iowa as well as appearing on the 
local parade. 

~ 

PONY EXPRESSMEN ON TH E MOVE 
by Stewart Vaughn 

On November 14th the Ponyboys took a 
bus to Kansas City to participate in the 
First Annual Greater Kansas City Wood­
shed Quartet Contest sponsored by the 
Heart of America Chapter. 

Preparations are now underway for our 
Christmas Party which will be given for 
our kids. After all, who loves Christmas 
more than the tots? So this year, the 
childr en will be our guests of honor. 
~ 

ST. CH ARLES SPONSORS 
RADIO TAPE SHOW 

by Bob Stewart 
Some three or four months ago, the boys 

at the St. Charles Missouri Chapter decided 
to try the scheme suggested by the fellows 
at Des Moines, Iowa and sponsor a Radio 
Tape show. They gave it an all out push 
and they got a spot on a local no nons~nse 
Radio Station WRTH that has had much 

success with good music and little idle 
chatter. The program was received with 
widespread public enthusiasm and is now 
approaching the conclusion of the first 
thirteen week section. 

Although the St. Charles chapter operates 
on a very limited budget, they have decided 
to lay waste to their treasury for as 
long as the station will continue to air the 
program. All chapters in the area are 
given the opportunity of using the midway 
spot ln the program to air all barber­
sbopping events. 
~ 

JIM GARRISON IS BACK AT PITTSBURG 
by Al Mouthuy 

There's nothing in this world like a bar­
bershop show I Our Pittsburg, Kansas chap­
ter has had a tremendous lift in spirit 
beacuse of it. 

Jim Garrison, an old barbershopper at 
heart, Is back as our director and he has 
our chorus in great shape. We went into 
our show knowing we were r eady and 
that we we re good. Our cheerful spirit 
spilled out to our audience and created 
good will for all. The visiting quartets 
caught the spirit of the thing and with 
Mike Michel as our M.C., how could we 
lose? 

Until recently, our chapter has had dif­
ficulty maintaining our membership at the 
prescribed number, but now we have a 
number of new members who are the type 
that will solve a lot of our problems. 
We have a comfortable working budget 
and have contributed liberally to the In­
stitute of Logopedics. Our dues are being 
paid regularly and we feel very good about 
the future of barbershopping in Pittsburg. 

~ 

DENISON COMPETES FOR 
THE FIRST TIM E 
by George Brooks 

The Denison Chapter of Denison, Iowa, 
four years old this year, sa.'lg for the first 
time in a District Chorus Contest at Des 
Moines, Iowa, placing 18th. 

On November 18th, we held our annual 
Parade of Quartets featuring "The Big 
Four", the 11Vigortones" and the "Chord­
huskers" before a packed house. One 
hundred dollars of the proceeds were rto­
nated to the Institute of Logopedlcs and 
one hundred fifty to the Crawford County 
Assn. of Retarded Childr en. The re­
mainder of the year will be spent try­
ing to Increase our membership. 

Whitney's Column 
DISTRICT AWARDS 

CONCENTRATED IN IOWA 
Iowans gathered most of the Individual 

and chapter district honors during 1967. 
Hawkeye State residents scored in eight 
of the fourteen award spots. 

Individual honors went to Howard Mese­
cher (Davenport) as winner fo the Sam 
Cohen Award, and to Gary Vos (Davenport) 
as Bulletin Editor of the Year. Early 
in the year the VIGORTONES (Cedar Rapids) 
and the FOREMEN (Ft. Dodge) were named 
to represent CSA at Los Angeles In Inter­
national competition, as were the HI­
LANDERS from Denver. Of course every­
one knows that the FOR EMEN were also 
top quartet winners and the HA Ri\IONY 
HAWKS (Cedar Rapids) top chorus winners 

(Continued on page 8) 
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in district competition in Des Moines in 
October. Novice quartet winners were the 
MIDWEST FOUR (Mason City). Addition­
ally, the MIDWEST FOUR placed third in 
overall quartet competition, while the 
CHORDBUSTERS (Davenport) were run­
ners- up in chorus competition. The Chap­
ter Achievement Award for 1967, based 
in 1966 chapter quarterly activity reports, 
also went to the Cedar Rapids chapter. 

Other top awards were scattered out­
side Iowa, however. Novice quartet win­
ners at the International Prellms in Sioux 
Falls in April were the NOTED FOUR 
from St. Joseph, Missouri. Membership 
Retention and Increase awards were made 
to Columbia, Missouri; Lincoln, Nebraska, 
and Longmont, Colorado at the Prelims. 
Denver• s HI-LANDERS again snagged sec­
ond spot in quartet competition and st. 
Joe's PONY EXPRESSMEN again scored 
way up there as third place chorus winners 
at Des Moines. Herb Crapson' s MONTHLY 
MOANIN' GAZETTE was named second best 
bulletin of the year. This Topeka, Kansas, 
paper has long been one of the best in 
the district. 

Mesecher was named by the CSA Board 
as most deserving of the Sam Cohen Award 
alter many years of faithful and talented 
service to the Central States District. The 
award was established by Topekan Sam 
Cohen as a special recognition for ex­
tended district service. Howard is past 
district Contest and Judging Chairman, as 
well as Voice Expression Categor y Special­
ist, and is current Chairman of the Inter­
national Contest and Judging Committee. 
He is also chairman of the quartet work­
shop education program for the district, 
and is director of the Davenpcrt chorus. 

Gary Vos, now in the Air Force, has 
been editor of the WEEKLY NOTE DIS­
PENSER, the bulletin which will Join Crap­
son•s GAZETTE in representing CSA at 
the next international contest this summer. 

HAPPINESS IS .... TA p ' 

~~ 
30TH INTERNATIONAL 
SPEBSQSACONVENTION 
JUNE 24-29 ·1968 PITTSBURGH,PA. 

MUGS RETURN FROM FAR EAST 
Sarah Jan~ enjoyed the trip so much 

her eyes now slant • . • not like this 
\ I ... llke this I I . We're delighted 
to say she was given the same warm wel­
come in the Orient she receives in Central 
States and that made the Mugs reel mighty 
good. 

The tour the Merry Mugs made of 
Hawaii, Guam, The Phllippines, Okinawa 
and Japan was the end result of an idea 
that borders on genius, and a lot of hard 
work by the USO and Kenosha. The idea; 
start a steady flow of entertainment through 
the hospitals that serve Viet Nam wounded, 
The hard work followed. The USO con­
tacted musical organizations (pro and 
amateur) movie stars, cartoonists, well­
known sports per s onali t le s ana other 
"acts" to see who could participate in a 
program that would keep a constant now 
of entertainment through hospital wards. 
Naturally our International was delighted 
and immediately sent out feelers to quar­
tets. The Merrt Mugs were about as 
reluctant as a hungry hog in a corn crib. 

Since we wer<-. the seco:1d "act" to make 
the trip (Danny Kaye made the first) and 
since we were the first Society quartet 
to go, naturally we wanted to make a good 
impression. We needn't have worried. 
Like all Society quartets always do, we 
simply sang "for the run of it" and they 
loved it. Furthermore the USO people 
and the Red Cross were delighted with the 
"portability" of a quartet act a.nd seemed 
to be happily surprised by the fact that 
we actually enjoyed what we were doing 
and got along well together. (A real 
compliment to our Society). 

As you can well imagine, there were 
no "average" or "Typical' ' days on the 
entire 17-day journey but we amassed 
some figures that can be juggled mathema­
tically to produce an average: Traveled 
over 19,000 miles. Sang for approxi­
mately 2,000 hospitalized G.I.'s in50wards 
and about 1,000 more people ln EM clubs 
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and the like. In fact, thanks to the modern 
miracles of video-tape, we're still singing 
on Okinawa TV. 

The red- carpet treatment we received 
throughout the trip was nothing short of 
fantastic, and even though we performed 
many times a day (on the "average") 
we still had enough time off for numerous 
once- in-a- lifetime side trips and much, 
MUCH picture taking. (Ed Rooker has 
some beautiful shots of the inside of his 
lens- cap that you simply MUST see.) 

Because of our trip Kodak stock went 
up three points. We' ve got enough film 
for a 6 hour presentation, We gave a 
show to the Heart of America Chapter 
the other night, but two hours was all 
we could hold them in the room .. . most 
of •em wanted out sooner than that. Ya 
get palsy- of-tbe- eye-ball watching Gall's 
movies. However, if you feel real brave, 
just ask Ed Rooker, Frank Leone, Dan 
Bowser or Bob Gall, "How was your trip?" 
. . . and you'll get the whole 6- hour, 
stereophonic; in living color spectacular 
right then and there. 

Words can' t begin to describe such a 
trip. There are other Society quartets 
scheduled to make the same journey, and 
when they return, they' ll say the same 
thing. We just wanted to let you know The 
Mugs are PROUD to be Barbershoppers 
and glad to be back home in Central States. 
Back home. Ah So! If you see four 
down- •n- outers ridin' the rails . . . give 
•em a handout, will ya? Sarah Jane would 
appreciate it. 

CENTRAL STATES 
JEW Qtt!!TETS 

TIGERTONES - exp. date 9/25/68 
Jack DeLoach 
1008 S, Glenwood 
Columbia, No. 65201 
(Columbia Chapter) 

BOULDER FOUR - exp. date 9/18/68 
Newton McDonald 
595 G1llespie Dr. 
Boulder, Colo. 
(Longmont & Boulder Chapters) 


