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COTS 88 kicks off new year 
If attendance at the 1987 

Chapter Officer Training School 
(COTS) at Des Moines on 
November 21 and 22 is any in· 
dication, 50 of the Central States 
District's 63 chapters will be well 
administered during the coming 
year. 

With 251 participants, in· 
eluding one guy who moseyed on 
over from the Illinois District to 
attend the bulletin editors session 
(guess he'd heard what a fine in· 
s tructor they had), the excellent 
facilities at the Howard Johnson 
North Motel we·re agaiJ? stretched 
to capacity. 

Over the years , the Central 
States COTS has ·become more 
than just an annual tradition. 
With classes provided for all 

COTS participants plan together for the coming year during the final session at Des 
Moines on November 22. Photo by J. P. Jones. 

c hapter officers including gress of their chapters. ing barbershop harmony. It was 
pres idents, member ship vice And it wasn't all work and no almost like Harmony College. 
presidents , program vice play. The agenda provided for Then, after dinner on Saturday 
presidents, music vice presidents, t wo general sessions on Saturday evening, we were entertained once 
secretaries and treasurers, plus afternoon and evening during again by the Demoinaires, 
bulletin editors, public relations which we all assembled under the directed by Gary Suddeth, and 
officers, and dist rict officers and abl,e direction of Rich Thompson the Iowans quartet. 
area counselors, and instruction of Des Moines to learn a new song And, as always, when we 
by a faculty of veteran barber· and enjoy the thrilling sound of a weren' t learning or singing, t here 
shop administrators, the par· massed chorus of 250 voices sing· was t he indescriba ble pleasure of 
ticipants went home with ex· rubbing elbows with some of t he 
cellent preparation . for their finest people in t he world, CSD 
duties during the coming year • Barbershoppers. 
and the resolve to apply their 
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From the Edge 
by Wade Dexter 

Editor, the Serenade 

I truly hope there isn't an eligi· 
ble chapter anywhere in our Cen· 
tral States District that is not 
sending a chorus to the Small 
Chorus Contest in Mason City in 
April because they are convinced 
they can't win. If there is such a 
chapter that is afraid to compete 
because they think they might 
get "blown away," I say to that 
chapter, gentlemen, you are mak· 
ing the biggest mistake of your 
lives. 

No matter how many choruses 
appear on stage in Mason City on 
April 23, only one will win, and no 
matter how well they sing, one 
chorus must end up at the bottom 
of the standings. But what kind 
of contest would we have if most 
of the eligible prospects stayed 
home because there can be only 
one winner and somebody has to 
be last? 

My point, gentlemen, is that 
there is so much more than win
ning to be gained from singing in 
competition. There is the sheer 
pleasure that comes from know· 
ing that no matter where you end 
up in the standings, you sang as 
well, individually and as a group, 
as it is possible for you to sing. Or 
you got a higher score than you 
did the last time you competed. 
Or you finished higher in the 
standings than you predicted you 
would. Or you beat out a larger 
chorus that you always assumed 
could sing better than your 

chorus. 
And there's the benefit that 

comes from the judges' critique 
which will tell you just what you 
need to do to sing better on your 
next show and to score higher in 
your next contest appearance. 

And last of all, there is the 
satisfaction that comes from 
meeting and associating with 
several hundred Barbershoppers 
from throughout the Central 
States District. It's amazing how 
much Barbershoppers have in 
common no matter where they 
come from. 

So make up your mind now that 
no matter what your chorus does, 
you and your family are going to 
be in Mason City on the weekend 
of April 22-23. And if you do want 
to compete with your chorus, 
make your desires known to your 
chapter board. Don't let your 
musical director or your board 

(continued on page 15) 

The Serenade is the official 
publication of the Central States 
District of the Society for the 
Preservation and Encouragement 
of Barbershop Quartet Singing in 
America, Inc. All articles not ac
companied by a by-line have been 
written by the editor and do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions of 
the members and officers of the 
Central States District or the 
SPEBSQSA. Space in the 
Serenade will be made available 
for opposing points of view. 
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Attention, all 
bulletin editors 

As the Serenade goes to press, 
only four entries for the 1987 
CSD "Bulletin Editor of t he 
Year" contest have been received. 

The official announcement was 
published in the November/ 
December Serenade. It included 
elegibility requirements and in
structions for submission of en
tries. The deadline is J ANU ARY 
FIFTEENTH! 

We hope you're all planning to 
participate in this important 
event. Even though you may 
think your bulletin may not be 
good enough to be selected as one 
of the two CSD representatives in 
the International Bulletin Con
test in 1988, you'll be able to im
prove it by having it critiqued by 
a group of experts in the field . 

Then, next year, who knows ... 

Such a deal! .. . 

Here's a proposition for 
those of you who may be 
planning to take in the Kan
sas City show on March 19, 
1988. 

The Kansas City guys 
have worked out an arrange
ment with the Americana 
Hotel (formerly the Holiday 
Inn) where you and up to 
three other persons can stay 
overnight after the show for 
only $39.95. 

At 13th and Wyandotte 
Streets, the Americana is 
directly across the street 
from the Music Hall where 
HOA will be presenting 
their show. And best of all, 
that's where t hey're also 
holding their afterglow! 
What could be more conve
nient? 

If you're interested, call 
(816) 221-8800. Be sure to 
tell 'em you' re a Barbershop· 
per! 
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Posing for the t radi tional photo on the stairway at the Howard Johnson North Motel 
during COTS in Des Moines are our new CSD off icers for 1988. At the top by himself is 
Darrell Wells, South Dakota DVP. Next row down, from the left - Don Newman. Kan· 
sas OVP; Dennis Sorge. Nebraska DVP; and Paul Nielsen, Western Iowa DVP. Next row 
down, left to right - Dale Newman, Missouri DVP. and Date Schultz, Eastern Iowa 
DVP. Next row down, left to right - Gary Bobbitt, Secretary, and Chuck Stookesberry, 
Treasurer. Bottom row, le ft to righ t - Fred Teller. Jr .. Executive Vice President; Bob 
Swenson, President; and Myron Hultgren, lnternat1onat Board Member. Missing is Past 
CSD President Jim Griffith. Photo by J. P Jones. 

Al I roads lead to Mason City for 
CSD Spring Prelims, April 22-23 

by David Beech 
Convention Chairman 

The Mason City Chapter of 
SPEBSQSA would like to take 
this opportunity to invite you to 
tak e part in the Central States 
District Spring Prelims and 
Small Chorus Contest to be held 
April 22-23, 1988, in our fair city. 

We in the River City Chorus are 
very excited about hosting our 
first convention in many, many 
years. We have set a goal for 
ourselves. That goal is to put on 
the best spring convention that 
this District has ever had. 

In addition to the regular Fri· 
day and Saturday competition, 
we are planning a number of 
special activities, not only for you 
but a lso for members of your 
family. We hope to make this a 
real " family affair." Of course, 
more specific information will be 
available at a later date, but just 
to whet your appetite, be sure to 
plan on attending the activity 
after the Friday night competi· 
tion. 

We sincerely hope that all small 

choruses will plan on competing, 
but even if you are not, or you are 
a member of a large chorus, if you 
are looking for a great barber
shopping weekend, come to 
Mason City in April, 1988. 

So mark your calendar -
Spring Contest, April 22-23, 
Mason City, Iowa. We are looking 
forward to hearing and seeing 
you. 

Chapter Anniversaries 

Happy birthday to the 
following Central States 

chapter 

Chanute, Kansas 
5 years on February 28 
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Swenson's First 
Effort -

by Bob Swenson 
CSD President 

What a talent! 

It's truly amazing, the talent 
that can be found among Barber
shoppers ! After paying a profes
sional artist to render a drawing 
to head this column, with less 
than satisfactory results, the ar
tistry of DO I AC class attendee 
Steve Lucke was discovered as he 
captured COTS Instructor Jim 
Vliet's likeness on paper during 
class, 

A recent photo of yours truly 
was sent to Steve's Dubuque 
home, and in no time, the drawing 
you see at the top of this column 
was in my hands, Steve's 
generosity and talent are greatly 
appreciated, even considering the 
fact that he didn' t have much to 
work with. 

VLQ, anyone? 

Now is the time to line up your 
VLQ for the Mason City contest 
in April. "Very Large Quartets" 
will compete following the Friday 
night semifinals in a separate 
judging session. 

Our VLQ contest has only run 
two years so far. This contest is a 
chance for anybody who wants to 
sing in a competition environ-

SERENADE 

ment to be able to do just that. 
Any group of five to 16 Barber
shoppers is welcome and urged to 
compete. 

So here is your chance to get 
enough guys complementing (or 
covering) your voice to win a con
test. Just get them organized, 
practice at least a few times, and 
be ready for the contest. 

By the way, we would like to 
know of your intentions to enter 
this contest as soon as possible. 
We don't want to limit entries 
unless absolutely necessary, but 
if we must, we'll take them on a 
first come, first served basis. 
Send your VLQ name to the 
Mason City convention chairman, 
Dave Beech, 373 6th Street S.W., 
Britt, Iowa 50423, as soon as you 
can so that we can plan on your 
participation in this stellar event. 

I am excited! 

1988 is going to be an exciting 
year! Sure, we're celebrating the 
50th anniversary of our great 
Society, and some of that en
thusiasm is going to spread all 
through our District. We hope 
you will be able to participate in 
all of the activities planned for 
the great 50th celebration. By do
ing so, you'll help spread the good 
news about our Society through
out every part of the District. 

I am also excited about the of
ficers who have been selected to 
serve this District in the coming 
year. They are really dedicated 
men, and I am sure they'll do the 
best job possible in all areas to 
make sure our District receives 
the services and benefits it 
deserves. 

I am excited about going to 
Mason City in April and to 
Davenport in October to be a part 
of these two great gatherings. 
Besides the competition and fun, 
the fellowship of being with 
Barbershoppers makes these 
weekends extra special. 

I am excited about our music 
education program for next year. 
DME Dave Boyd and DYNAMO 
Steve Parnell have great plans for 
bringing the best in music educa
tion within driving distance of 
each of our chapters. We've 
already used the DYNAMO pro-
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gram in some of our chapters to 
get this program under way and 
to train new DYNAMO leaders so 
that our District will have 
available the dedicated men that 
it takes to keep all our chapters 
rolling along. 

I am excited about the work 
plans each of our District's divi
sion vice presidents has deve
loped. We see new enthusiasm, 
new excitement and dedication to 
bringing the best in barbershop to 
every chapter in the District. 

I am excited about the large 
number of men who took time to 
attend COTS this year. Bob King 
again gave us one of the greatest 
schools available anywhere in the 
nation. This large attendance 
tells me that our chapters are go
ing to be better administered in 
1988. 

I am excited because better ad
ministration within our chapters 
leads to better singing. Better 
singing produces more singers 
and more fun. 

I joined this Society to sing and 
have fun. Don' t you see why I'm 
excited? 

Thanks, Jim! 

We owe retiring CSD President 
Jim Griffith a great big thank 
you. He has given two years of 
dedicated service as president of 
our District and many more years 
of service to our Society in many 
other capacities. 

Jim and Bev are certainly 
special people, and I know all Cen
tral States Barbershoppers want 
to express their appreciation to 
Jim for his many hours of service 
and Bev for her typing, filing, and 
support work that have made 
these past two years run 
smoothly. 

We are looking forward to 
Jim's continued service as an ac
tive advisor to the current 
District officers, as part of the 
Long Range Planning Commit
tee, and in doing special work to 
determine how our District could 
be better organized. Besides all 
this, he is trying to get a new 
chapter started and will certainly 
be in demand as an MC for shows 

(continued on page 13) 
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Kansas Division Vice President Don Newman leads the participants in the Greater Kansas Singout at Salina on November 12 
in a song. Photo provided by Larry Mathews. 

Salina hosts 1 1 Greater Kansas Singin11 

Four-part harmony reigned 
supreme in Salina on Thursday, 
November 12, as 113 Barbershop
pers from chapters in Ellsworth, 
Emporia, Great Bend, Hays, Hut
chinson, Manhattan, McPherson, 
Newton, Salina, Topeka and 
Wichita gathered for the first 
ever "Greater Kansas Singin." 

The evening began with a 
welcome by then CSD Excecutive 
Vice President Bob Swenson, of 
Manhattan, who served as master 
of ceremonies for the evening. Ac
cording to Kansas DVP Don 
Newman, "The program for the 
evening followed a good eight
p o int program using the 
DYNAMO concept. '' Don 
reported that the evening was 
spent singing tags and polecat 
songs, woodshedding, quartet 
games, new songs, craft, and 
some good old quartet and chorus 
singing, led by Dave Norman, 
Dave Allen, Don Newman, Ken 
Lang and Bob Swenson. 

Four Division quartets - the 
Humbugs (Hutchinson), the 
Prime Timers (Salina), Mashie, 
Niblick, Wedge and Spoons (Hut
chinson) and the Main Street Sta
tion (Newton), along with the 
Salina Chorus, which sounded 
very good with some new mem-

hers, treated the participants to 
some good singing. 

A new year means 
new opportunities 

by Fred Teller 
CSD Executive 
Vice President 

A new year, a new job - or is it 
new opportunity? If it means I'm 
going to have the opportunity to 
get better acquainted with more 
Barbershoppers, that's the 
greatest opportunity of all. 

President Bob has given me 
several assignments which in
clude: 

Chief Area Counselor - I t'll be 
tough to fill Swanson's shoes -
which is not a polite way of say
ing he has big feet. The Area 
Counselors did an outstanding 
job in 1987. I will write them 
directly, but we should all be 
aware of the extra time and 
dedication shown by these fellow 
Barbershoppers. 

So, Chapter Presidents, please 
give these Area Counselors the 
courtesy of considering them 
members of your teams. Keep 

them informed of board meetings, 
send them your bulletins, and in
vite them to your special events. 

Area counseling is a two-way 
street. Your Area Counselor may 
pick up good ideas for other 
chapters by visiting yours, and 
it's possible he may have a sug
gestion or two that could aid your 
chapter. 

Also, your Area Counselor has 
access to answers you may need 
involving the District and the In
ternational Office in Kenosha. We 
all have similar goals - to sing 
better and have more fun in our 
hobby. Area Counselors can help! 

Credentials - In this role, I 
urge you to have delegates at 
both the spring and fall CSD con
ventions. It's your best oppor
tunity to have a voice in the ad
ministration of your District -
plus a heck of a lot of fun! 

Ethics - I hope this is the 
easiest job of all. Just remember 
to keep shows, cabarets, emcees, 
etc., family oriented. As an old 
theatre manager, that means "G" 
rated. 

When we Barbershoppers ap
pear in public, we represent 
36,000 members. Now who wants 
36,000 fanatical Barbershoppers 
coming down on him? 
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The Gateway City Slickers 

A pair of champions, Rich and Mary 
Knight. Mary is a member of a Regional 
Champion Sweet Adeline quartet. 

The Gateway City Slickers 
quartet was formed in the fall of 
1985 . when David Wright and 
Rich Knight, who had formerly 
sung ·together in the New St. 
Louis Vocal Band, 1983 Central 
States District Champions, and 
the Gaslight Squires, teamed up 
with Asa Wilson, who had recent· 
ly moved to the city from Sheri· 
dan, Wyoming, and their original 
bass, Jim Henry. All four were 
members of the St. Charles 
Chapter. 

Early on, the quartet obtained 
the services of Jim Bagby and 
have been coached by him ever 
since. Jim Henry was then com· 
pleting school at Southeast 
Missouri State University in 
Cape Girardeau, so the quartet 
had to meet halfway between, 
which meant at least an hour's 
drive to practice. 

In spite of this difficulty, the 
Slickers were the alternates to the 
International contest for Central 
States at their very first contest 
in the spring of 1986. In the fall of 
that year, they placed second in 
the District contest. 

Late in 1986, Jim Henry had to 
resign from the quartet due to a 
job opportunity singing on the SS 
Admiral, a St. Louis showboat. 

The other three members were 
sorry to lose Jim but began look
ing for a replacement. 

They were fortunate to find 
Barry Moore, a member of the St. 
Louis NQ. 1 Chapter. Barry did a 
remarkable job stepping in and 
learning 15 songs within a period 
of only a few weeks. The quartet 
did not have to cancel a single 
engagement. 

During this period, the quartet 
also managed to polish up their 
contest songs well enough that, in 
the Spring Prelims of 1987, they 
qualified for the International 
Contest in Hartford. The quar
tet's inexperience surfaced in 
Hartford where, by their assess
ment, their 33rd place finish 
reflected a nervous performance. 
They rebounded in Des Moines 
last October by giving their best 
contest effort to date. 

Tenor Rich (Rickie) Knight has 
been a member of the Society 
since 1976 when he joined the 
chapter after hearing the chorus 
sing at an outdoor festival. Rich 
was then singing with the Cos
mopolitan Singers, but the pro
spect of ringing chords turned 
him on. 

Rich sang lead with the 
Gaslight Squires for eight years 
during which time the quart·et 
perennially placed in the top ten 
in Central States District com
petition. 

In 1984, he joined the New St. 
Louis Vocal Band as tenor. With 
this quartet he gained his first ex
perience singing on the Interna
tional stage. The quartet broke up 
soon thereafter and Rich again 
sang in the Squires for another 
year before the formation of the 
Slickers. 

In addition to his quartet ac
tivities, Rich has been active in 
the Daniel Boone Chorus, serving 
in many capacities, including 
assistant director. In 1982, he 
was named the chapter's Barber
shopper of the Year. 

Rich's. wife, Mary, is a member 
of a regional championship Sweet 
Adeline chorus and has years of 
quartet experience. Rich teaches 

Industrial Technology Education 
at Fort Zumwalt South High 
School, where Mary teaches 
business subjects. 

When Rich is not singing, he en
joys skiing and motorcycle riding. 
In the past three years, Rich and 
Mary have put many miles on 
their motorcycle traveling to the 
Society's International contests. 

Asa Wilson, lead, began sing
ing barbershop in 1976 with the 
Fresno Gold Note Chorus in 
California. During the three years 
with that chorus, he sang 
baritone with the Full Measure 
quartet. 

In 1980, after relocating to 
Sheridan, Wyoming, he sang with 
a local non-Society quartet, again 
as baritone and occasionally as 
lead. 

In 1982, he switched per
manently to the lead position 
when he joined the Sugar Daddies 
quartet located in Buffalo, 
Wyoming, and affiliated with the 
Casper, Wyoming, Chapter. 

During his five-year stay in 
Wyoming, he participated in com
munity theatrical and singing 
groups in addition to barbershop. 

. Finally, when his job required a 
move to St. Louis, he joined the 
Slickers as lead. 

Asa and Adriana Wilson with Ely, 13, 
and Irene, 11. 
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champions from the start 
Asa's family consists of his 

wife, Adriana, and two children, 
Ely (13), and Irene (11). Adriana is 
employed at a St. Louis coal com
pany, NERCO, as a supervisory 
accountant. Ely, a seventh 
grader, is an outstanding student 
and expresses his musical talents 
through violin and vocal ac
tivities. Also a good student, 
Irene plays clarinet and occupies 
leading roles in school and church 
musical plays. Asa is employed as 
a senior electrical engineer with 
Ralston Purina Company. His 
spare time is fully occupied with 
family activities. 

Baritone David Wright began 
barbershopping in 1976 and soon 
thereaft.er became the director of 
the St. Louis No. 1 Chapter, a 
position he held for five years. He 
subsequently became the director 
of the St. Charles Chapter, a posi
tion he currently holds. 

David has sung in four quartets 
and this was his third Central 
States District championship. He 
won previously with the 
Quadratic Equation in 1979 and 
the New St. Louis Vocal Band in 
1983. 

Ever since joining the Society, 
David has been interested in ar
ranging, a talent that he 

Barry poses with the rest of the Moore 
family - left to right, brother Paul, sister 
Marti, father Paul, Barry himself, mother 
Betty and sister Lori. 

Sandi and David Wright seated with Chris, with George (left) and Oene down front. 
Sandi directs the Regional Champion Spirit of St. Louis Sweet Adeline Chorus and is a 
two-time International Champion quartet baritone. 

developed as a youth, and he 
writes many of the quartet's ar
rangements as well as ar
rangements for such groups as 
the Chiefs of Staff, 1987 Interna
tional Bronz.e Medalists, and the 
Vocal Majority, many times In
ternational Chorus Champions. 

He has been a certified Ar
rangement judge since 1982 and 
now serves on the Arrangement 
Category Board of Review. He 
has also developed an interest in 
t he history of barbershopping. He 
was recently named the Society's 
Associate Historian. Together 
with Jim Bagby, he serves on the 
recently formed Futures II Com
mittee which is working to for
mulate long-range goals. 

David's wife, Sandi, directs the 
regional champion Spirit of St. 
Louis Sweet Adeline's Chorus 
and is a two-time International 
Champion quartet baritone. Her 
current quartet, Ambiance, won 
the gold in 1986 singing several of 
David's arrangements. 

David holds a doctor's degree in 
mathematics from Columbia 
University in New York City and 
is Associate Professor of 
Mathematics at Washington 
University in St. Louis. 

Sandi is the public relations 
director of the Visiting Nurses 

Association. Their three teenage 
children all sing barbershop in 
their parents' choruses. 

Barry Moore, bass, began sing
ing barbershop in 1982 when he 
joined the St. Louis No. 1 Chapter 
located in Webster Groves, 
Missouri. Having had no formal 
exposure to group singing (main
ly a shower singer), he found an 
addiction in barbershop singing 
and in the following year formed 
his first quartet, K.O.R.D. - St. 
Louis. The quartet performed at 
District contest in Omaha in 
1984, which resulted in what 
Barry salvages as " good ex
perience. '' 

After the quartet disbanded in 
1986, Barry began to look for 
other quartet opportunities. 
When the Slickers' bass, Jim 
Henry, had to leave due to career 
reasons, Barry was more than 
willing to fill in. In three weeks, 
the new quartet made their debut 
at a local showing in St. Louis, 
and in three months were pre
pared for the prelims at Fort 
Dodge. 

In his spare time and besides 
singing, Barry enjoys other hob
bies. He finds thrills similar to 
barbershopping in competitive 

(continued on page 13) 
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Meet our CSD officers for 1988 

Bob Swenson, Manhattan, KS 
CSD President 

Fred Teller, Jr. Hastings, NE 
Executive Vice President 

-Dale Neuman, Kansas City, MO 
Missouri Division V.P. 

Don NP.wman, Topeka, KS 
Kansas Division V.P. 

Jim Griffith, Lincoln, NE 
Immediate Past CSD President 

Dale Schultz, Dubuque, IA 
Eastern Iowa Division V.P. 

Dennis Sorge, Omaha, NE 
Nebraska Division V.P. 

Gary Bobbitt, Fremont, NE 
CSD Secretary 

Dr. Myron Hultgren, Wichita, KS 
International Board Member 

Paul Nielsen, Hardy, IA 
Western Iowa Division V.P. 

Darrell Wells, Brookings, SD 
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Chuck Stookesberry, Marion, IA 
CSD Treasurer 
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CSD history follows Society growth 
The Central States District 

plays an important part in the 
history of our Society. When it 
was originally formed, CSD in· 
eluded Tulsa, Oklahoma, our 
Society's birthplace and the home 
of our first ch.apter. 

CSD continues to be a signifi· 
cant part of the entire Society 
with the second-oldest chapter in 
Kansas City, still a part of the 
District, the District membership 
nearly seven per cent of the Socie· 
ty total, and nearly eight percent 
of the total number of chapters in 
the Society. 

The Institute of Logopedics, 

our Society's Internat ional Ser· 
vice Project, is located in Wichita, 
Kansas, and for many years Har
mony College has been held in St. 
Joseph, Missouri. 

Although there seems to be 
some question regarding the ex
act date of the formation of the 
Central States District, it was as 
a result of notification by then In· 
tern.ational Treasurer Joseph E. 
Stern, of Kansas City, and Ernie 
Dick, International Board 
member from Oklahoma City, 
that a joint meeting was held in 
Joplin, Missouri, on February 11.5, 
1946, for the purpose of forming a 

"Central States Association of 
Chapters." This meeting was con· 
current with an International 
Preliminary Contest held in 
Joplin on that date. 

Nearly all chapters in the states 
of Oklahoma, Kansas, Missouri, 
Nebraska sent delegates to this 
meeting. A constitution was 
adopted, and each chapter 
representative was asked to 
review it before his chapter, move 
its adoption and elect a delegate. 
As originally organized the 
District constituted all or part of 
the states of Missouri, Kansas, 
Oklahoma and Nebraska. 

The meeting on February 15 
was followed by another in Joplin 
on September 16, 1946, which ap· 
parently was a formal organiza· 

., ·~· tional meeting. At that time there :. ,t ~ were no District dues. However, 

ORIGINAL INVITATION 

April 8. 1938 

In this age or Dictators ond Government control of everything, about 
the only privilege !(uaranteed by the Bill of Rights not in some way 
supervised or directed. is the art of Barber Shop Quartet singing. With
out doubt we still have the right or "peaceable assembly" which I am 

advised by competent legal authority includes quartet singing. The 
writers of this letter have for a long t ime thought that something should 
be done to encourage the enjoyment of this last remaining vestige of 
human liberty. Therefore. we have decided to hold a songfest on the 
Roo( Garden or the T ulsn Club on Monday, April 1 1, at six-thirty p.m. 
A Dutch lunch will be served. 

After several months of research. and investigation. we are convinced 
that your rccorct warrants our tendering you the honor of joining this 

group. W e sincerely trust you will not fail us. 

As evidence of the work that your Committee has done in this connec
llon. we inclose a comp~lat1on of most of the good old fashioned Barbc•r 
Shop Quartet songs wl11ch we trust you will look over nnd famdiari1c 
yourself with. Bring this ll.st with you. It 1s our purpose to st~rt right 1n 
~t the fi 1 st. smg every song. m numcric:1l order. plow ri~hl down the 

middle. and lcl the c hop' fall where they will. What coulcl 1,.., swcctcr 
than ten or twelve perfectly synchrom1cd m3 le voices smv,1111!. "Deni 
O ld G1rl!" Just thmk1n~ about it brouv,ht b.ock to your Cornm1th .. •e fond 

memories o( a moonllght night. " hay ml<> and 1hc sofl youni: blond<' 
surnn1er visitor rron1 !~:l nsas City wC" dated on th:'lt OC"cns1on years <lj.!,O. 

Do nol forge! the date. and make every effort to be present. tc lC'phon<' 
us 1f convenient. W e will have a private room and so will not he cm· 
barrasscd by the curiosrty of the vulgar pubhc. You may bring .1 h:llow 

singer 1f you desire. 

Harmon1ou:'\ly yours. 
TllE SOCIETY FOR TllE PRESERVATION AND 
PROPAGATION OF BARBER SHOP QUARTET 
S I NGING IN THE UNITED STATES 
RUPERT HALL. Royal Keeper or the Mmor Keys 
Brilmff Investment Company - Phone 2-9 121 
0 . C. CASll. Thor<! Asst. T emporary Voce Chnormnn 
Stanolincl Companies - Phone 2-321 I 

I
" · 1 there was an initiation fee of 25 
· cents per member. 

A charter was granted by Inter
national on October 7, 1946. At 
that time, there were 21 chapters 
in existance in the new District. 
Membership in 14 of those chap· 
ters totaled l, 123; membership of 

St. Lou is, Missouri 
Second International President 

1940-1941 
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There has always been a Serenade -
On July 11, 1949, a bulletin was 

issued by District Secretary Russ 
Genzler of Kansas City, directed 
to chapter officers, area coun
selors, International officers and 
members of the International 
Board, and all district presidents 
and secretaries. Russ continu~d 
to publish regular bulletins in this 
manner for some time. 

Meanwhile, at Genzler's re
quest, Dan Jacobson, later a 
member of the Kansas City 
Chapter, came up with three 
names for the Central States 
District bulletin and two for the 
Kansas City Chapter bulletin. 
The name "Serenade" was chosen 
for the CSD bulletin, and " Har
monotes" was picked for the Kan
sas City bulletin. 

In August of 1950, the first 
bulletin using the name, 
"Serenade," was put out with the 
fo llowing statement, " This 
bulletin will be published 4 times 
a year and sent to all members of 
chapters located in the states 
outlined in the masthead." This 
included all of our present five 
states, plus Colorado and Wyom
ing. Until that time, the bulletins 

BERNEY SIMNER 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Thirteenth International President 
1954-1955 

were printed on the Society and 
CSD letterheads. So far as it is 
possible to determine, circulation 
was by first class mail. 

On January 1, 1954, the 
Serenade was first issued in 
tabloid form and was entered as 
second class mat.Lee in I.he post of
fice at Spencer, Iowa. George 
Williams, of Spencer, was editor 

and also District president at the 
time. 

Ken Way, the first editor to use 
the name, " Serenade," was 
followed by Herb Wall, of 
Springfield, who apparently con
tinued as editor until George 
Williams assumed the respon
sibility. Williams continued as 

(continued on page H-8) 

r~;;;~c;:;;;~~~ 
2 This certifies that the International Executive Committee of the 2 
3 ~ocietp 3 
2 for tbe 
3 tlre!terbation an! illncouragement ~ 
2 J/3arber ~bop ~uartet iz>inging ! 3 in 

~ ~merica ~ (Jn1orpor1tO) 

hereby authorizes the organization of a District Association of 

~ 
Chapters to be known as: ! 

c:ssTUl. SU.TT::! .&IS:JXIAnOft '1r CllUTIM 
<:. SPllllQSA t DC. 

2 To include all duly chartered chapters of SPEBSQSA in the ! 3 following territory: 

2 !ftK ST.lTIS 01 COUlR.lllOt ICllAt UMAI 1 llIS30UKI t 

2 3 '"""" """' wou ... - 3 

2 This charter is granted with the stipulation thot the above District ~ 3 Association of Chapters shall, ot oll times conform, ond be subject 

~ 
to, the Constitution, By-Lows, Rules ond Regulations of lhe 
Society ond oll amendments thereto promulgated hom time to 2 
time by the International Boord of Directors. 

3 i ~~·n•Ho . 
Att••t: ~ 

P.,mtneftt {h~~;~:;i:::nt T • mpour; j 
1- )0, l~ Vic .. Ch• orm•n ,0.1.J _______ _ 

~~~~~~~~· 
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Parade of Central States Champions 

The Four Teens. of St Louis. 1952 International Champions Standing. left to right: Jim Chinnock (lead) and Don Lamont (baritone) Seated 
lefl to nqhl John Steinmetz (tenor) and Don Cahill (bass). 

Chorus Champions 

May, 1953 Laramie 
October, 1953 Springfield 
May, 1954 Spencer 
October, 1954 Kearney 
May, 1955 Spencer 
October, 1955 Wichita 
May, 1956 Springfield 
October, 1956 Des Moines 
May, 1957 Cedar Rapids 
October, 1957 Colorado Springs 
May, 1958 Cedar Rapids 
October, 1958 Cedar Rapids 
1959 Cedar Rapids 
1960 St. Joseph 
1961 St. Joseph 
1962 St. Joseph 
1963 Cedar Rapids 
1964 St. Joseph 

(continued on page H-5) 

-, ,•·~---

·n~l 

) 

I 
The Orphans, of Wichita, Kan., 1954 International Champions. Standing, left to right: 

Pete Tyree (baritone) and Bob Groom (lead). Seated, left to right: Warren Bond (bass) 
and Bud Bigham (tenor). 
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Chorus Champions 
(continued from page H-4) 

1965 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 
1970 
1971 
1972 
1973 
1974 
1975 
1976 
1977 
1978 
1979 
1980 
1981 
1982 
1983 
1984 

St. Joseph 
Cedar Rapids 
Cedar Rapids 
Cedar Rapids 
Davenport 
Davenport 
St. Joseph 
St. Joseph 
St. Joseph 
St. Joseph 
St. Joseph 
St. J oseph 
St. J oseph 
Kansas City 
Kansas City 
Kansas City 
Kansas City 
Kansas City 
Kansas City 
Kansas City 

SERENADE Page H·5 

The Four Pltchikers, of Springfield, Mo., 1959 International Champions. Left to ri ght: 
Keith Keltner (lead), Larry Hedgpeth (tenor), Keith Young (baritone) and Joe Delzell 
(bass). 

The Rural Route 4, of Kansas City, Mo., 1986 International Champions. Standing, left 
to right: Calvin Yoder (lead), Willard Yoder (bass), Jim Bagby {baritone) and Don Kahl 
(tenor). 

1985 
1986 
1987 

Black Hawk Metro 
Kansas City 
Black Hawk Metro 

Quartet Champions 

194 7 Keynoters, Newton 
1948 Hy Power Serenaders, 

Kansas City 
1949 Keymasters, Lincoln 
1950 Siouxland Four, Hinton 
1951 Four Teens, St. Louis 
1952 Gamboliers, Kansas City 
1953 Orphans, Wichita 
1954 Skymasters, Omaha 
1955 Hawkeye Four, Des Moines 
1956 Four Pitchhikers, Spring-

field 
1957 BMA Gamboliers, Kansas 

City 
1958 Buccaneers, Springfield 
1959 Four Cavaliers, Wichita 
1960 Four Nubbins, Spencer 
1961 Vigortones, Cedar Rapids 
1962 Kippers, St. Joseph and 

Kansas City 
1963 Hi-Cords, Colorado Springs 
1964 Astra-Naughts, Mason City 
1965 Cavaliers, Wichita 
1966 Kippers, St. Joseph and 

Kansas City Sub. 
1967 Foremen, Fort Dodge 
1968 Hilanders, Denver 
1969 Mid-West Four, Mason City 

(continued on page H-8) 
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Central States shows its appreciation 
Sam Cohen Award 

The Central States District of 
SPEBSQSA commends these 
men whose names are inscribed 
hereon in appreciation of their 
substantial contribution of time, 
talent and loyal service in pro
moting the ideals of the greatest 
singing society in the world. 

1960 Joseph Stern 
1961 Claire Wilson 
1962 Joseph E. Wodicka 

, 1963 Herb Wall 
1964 Orval Wilson 
1965 Merle Dickinson 
1966 Bob Gall 
1967 Howard Mesecher 
1968 Ed Fahnestock 
1969 Mike Michel 
1970 Dan Henry Bowser 
1971 Clarence V. Peterson 
1972 Fred Owens 
1973 Max Hedrick 
1974 Herb Crapson 
1975 Merrill Aitchison 
1976 Bill McLatchie 
1977 Sam Cohen 
1978 Dr. Don J. Doering 

Hall of Fame Award 

In 1979, the Sam Cohen Award 
was replaced by the Hall of Fame 
Award which was awarded in 
recognition of the same contribu
tion of time, talent and service as 
the Sam Cohen Award. 

1979 Gil Lefholz 
1980 Byron Myers 
1981 Len Bjella 
1982 Ron Phillips 
1983 Don Farrell 
1984 T. M. "Mike" Hines 

Award of Merit 

In 1985, the Hall of Fame 
A ward was replaced by the CSD 
Award of Merit which continued 
to represent recognition of 
meritorious accomplishment by 
individual CSD Barbershoppers. 
1985 Clarence V. Peterson 
1986 Paul Allen 
1987 Wade Dexter 

Barbershop per of the Year A ward 

1968 Daryl Stafford 
1969 Howard Mesecher 
1970 Wallis Campbell 
1971 Dr. Don J. Doering 
1972 Bill McLatchie 
1973 Greg Lyne 
197 4 Gil Lefholz 
1975 T. M. " Mike" Hines 
1976 Bob Stock 
1977 Chuck Stookesberry 
1978 Don Farrell 
1979 Ron Abel 
1980 Al Vaden 
1981 Jim Griffith 
1982 Winston Rashleigh 
1983 Jim Bagby 

Mr. Music Award 

The Mr. Music A ward replaced 
the Barbershopper of the Year 
Award in 1985. This award is 
presented in recognition of the 
member's contribution to the 
musical programs of the Society 
and reflects his outstanding ser
vice to his chapter. the District 
and the Society and his en· 
thusiasm for barbershop music 
and its preservation. 
1985 Len Bjella 
1986 Jim Bagby 
1987 Ron Phillips 

ROBERT D. GALL 
Independence, Missouri 

Twenty.sixth International President 
1969 
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CSD history follows Society growth - (continued from page H-2) 

the other seven chapters is not 
known. 

Clare E. Wilson of Omaha, 
Nebraska, became the first Dis· 
trict President. At a meeting held 
on January 18, 1947, a motion 
was approved to include Iowa. 
eastern Colorado and Texas. 

At the third annual meeting on 
May 1, 1948, in Lincoln, 
Nebraska, New Mexico, with four 
chapters, and South Dakota and 
Wyoming, with three chapters, 
were added by annexation. 

In May of 1949, part of the area 
was organized as the South· 

western District which included 
Oklahoma, Texas and New Mex· 
ico. On June 9, 1949, a charter 
was issued to include eastern Col
orado, Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, 
Nebraska, South Dakota, and 
Wyoming. This organization was 
revised by charter, effective June 
30, 1950, t.o include all of each 
state named a year earlier. 

The Central States District con· 
tinued to include the seven states 
until January of 1978 when action 
by the International Board led to 
the formation of the sixteenth 
District of our Society which took 

GIL LEFHOLZ 
Kansas City, Missouri 

Forty-second International Pres id en t 
1985-1986 

away all of Colorado and Wyom
ing and those parts of South 
Dakota, Nebraska and Kansas 
the lie west of U.S. Highway 83. 

By the end of 1938, only one of 
the chapters that were later to 
make up the Central States 
District had been organized. That 
was the Kansas City, Missouri, 
Chapter. The chapter in Wichita 
followed in 1939. Two years then 
elapsed with no more chapters be· 
ing formed. 

From that time to the present, 
each year except 1980 and 1982 
saw additional chapters being 
formed in the area that now com· 
prises the District. 

Five years, 1946 through 1950, 
saw phenominal growth, with 
sixty-two chapters being 
chartered during that period. It is 
interesting to note that seven 
chapters were chartered in Kan· 
sas in each of t he years 1946 and 
1947. And in 1950, Missouri 
chartered six new chapters. 

The total number of chapters 
chartered to date in each of the 
present five states in our District, 
along with the survival rate by 
percentage is as follows: 

Iowa ...... . 
Kansas .... . 
Missouri ... . 
Nebraska . . . 
S. Dakota .. . 

Survivors 
46 
52 
43 
23 
19 

Percent 
45.7% 
34.6% 
23.3% 
34.8% 
31.6% 

Of the first chapters in each of 
the five states, all but two are still 
in operation and are active. In 
Iowa, the Des Moines Chapter 
was chartered on December 26, 
1945. In Kansas, the Wichita 
Chapter was the first to arrive on 
March 1, 1939. The Kansas City, 
Missouri, Chapter became a part 
of the Society on June 2, 1939. In 
Nebraska, the Omaha Chapter 
was organized on September 6, 
1934, and the Viborg, South 
Dakota, Chapter received its 
charter on March 17, 1970. 

In 1948, the Central States 
District pioneered a school of in· 
struction that was the firs t of its 

(continued on page H-8) 
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CSD history 
(continued from page H-7) 

kind in barbershopping and 
might be called the forerunner of 
what we now know as "COTS" 
(C~apter Officer Training 
Schools). It was held at the Holi
day House, Lake of the Ozarks, 
Missouri, on August 14 and 15, 
1948. Twelve chapters from Col
orado, Iowa, Kansas, Oklahoma 
and Missouri were represented. 

Many of the suggestions for 
recruiting new members as well 
as organizing new chapters that 
came out of this school are still 
being practiced today. 

An interesting sidelight - the 
rate for the first school was $9.18 
per day per person, American 
plan. The first formal COTS for 
our District was held on January 
16, 1965, at the Nebraska Center 
for Continuing Education in Lin
coln, Nebraska. 

There has always 
been a Serenade 

(continued from page H-3) 

editor and publisher until April of 
1957 when Mike Michel took 
over. Mike held the job until 
1961, when he resigned. 

Stew Vaughn was apparently 
the next editor, although the 
period from Michel's resignation 
until February 1963 is somewhat 
hazy. At t hat time, C. V. " Pete" 
Peterson of Kansas City took 
over and continued until April of 
1964. 

In 1965, Mike Michel again 
became the Serenade editor and 
continued through January of 
1967. At that time, Dr. Don Doer
ing of Davenport, assumed the 
job and continued as editor until 
1979. Our Immediate Past Dist
rict President, Jim Griffith, then 
living in Des Moines, took over 
and turned out a much-improved 
bulletin until the end of 1982, 
when the present editor, )Vade 
Dexter, needing something to 
keep him busy, volunteered for 
the job and now carries on. 
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Quartet Champions 
(continued from page H-5) 

1970 Personal Touch, Wamego 
1971 Mid-Continentals, St. 

Joseph 
1972 Jax of Harmony, Des 

Moines 
1973 Formalities, Iowa City 
1974 Morning Times, Kansas 

City 
1975 Classic Collection, 

Hastings 
1976 Rural Route 4, Harrison-

ville 
1977 River City Delegation, 

Mason City 
1978 Chord Motor Company, 

Lincoln 
1979 Quadratic Equation, St. 

Louis 
1980 Favorite Sons, Mason City 
1981 Corner Quartet, Kansas 

City 
1982 Harmony Spectrum, 

Kansas City 
1983 The New St. Louis Vocal 

Band, St. Louis 
1984 Special Touch, Topeka, 

Sedalia and Kansas City 
1985 Missouri Valley Music 

Company, Omaha and 
Fremont 

1986 KC Connection, Kansas 
City 

1987 Gateway City Slickers, St. 
Charles and St. Louis No. l 
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History is Being Made 
We Must Record It 

By Fred P. Wagaman 
District Historian 

I cannot find the exact wording, 
but the essence of this heading 
must be credited to Wilbur 
Sparks, past International Presi
dent and Historian. When we 
pause for a moment to think 
about it we realize how true this 
lS. 

It has been my privilege to 
search through material that the 
Central States District has in
herited from several very early 
members, and my reaction is 
"Where would we be today were 
it not for the dedication and en
thusiasm of these early mem
bers?" If you don't have a chapter 
historian; "times-a-was tin!" 
While they may still be available 
get pictures and get them iden
tified. We were fortunate in being 
able to secure some reproducible 
pictures for this history. 

Although our Serenade is a fine 
source of information within Cen
tral States and it's Chapters; if 
you have something that you 
believe should be preserved for 
the District, send it to me. It will 
find a spot with much other 
material that some day will be 
valued highly. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

Although many people have contributed information used in 
compiling the Central States District history, a few deserve 
special mention. 

First , the late Herb Crapson, the first CSD Historian, who 
pul led together much of the information used. I must also 
acknowledge the art work for the cover page which was by my 
daughter-in-law, Camille Wagaman. 

Also , two individuals were most helpfu l in securing correct 
information and pictures - Past International President Gil 
Lefholz, of Kansas City, and Ray Heller, of the International 
Staff in Kenosha. Without their help, there wou ld have been no 
pictures of Past International Presidents Dr. Norman Rathert 
and Berney Simner. 

Last , but not least, my thanks to Wade Dexter for his help in 
editing the material used. 

- Fred P. Wagaman 
CSD His tori an 
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"Pst, kid! Wanna free trip 
to Harmony College?" 

by Jim Bagby 
CSD AIC Chairman 

Well, Verne , it was just 
unbelievable! I mean, last sum
mer in St. Joseph, there was this 
nice polite new kid from McPher
son, KS. and, Verne, he was 
singin' tags until all hours, rub
bin' shoulders with the ab-so-loot 
top people in the Society, wood
sheddin' with gold medalists, 
makin' tons of new friends, and 
soakin' up more barbershopping 
than most of us get in a year! 

And, hey, Verne, that's not all 
- he was at that-there Harmony 
College on somebody else 's 
money! Yep, you can ask him. His 
name is Dustin Ebaugh, and he 
was the AIC scholarship winner 
for the Central State District, 
yuhknowwhatlmean, Vern? 

How can you get in on this 
deal? Well, you gotta be a Society 
member, no more than 24 years 
old by April 15, and never have 
attended Harmony College 
before. That's all there is to it. 
Then you fill out this-here ap-

plication and do a little writeup 
about yourself - what do you 
wanna accomplish in barbershop
ping, or in music, or just a general 
statement about your aspira
tions. 

The only other part of the ap
plication process is submission of 
at least two typewritter letters of 
recommendation from unrelated 
Barbershoppers, music educators 
or musicians. 

What's AIC? Say, I'm glad you 
asked, Verne! That's the Associa
tion of International Champions, 
and the Harmony College scholar
ships are part of the AIC "Go for 
the Gold" program. A select 
number of young Barbershoppers 
are chosen every year, and the 
number is growing each year. 

In fact, in addition to Society 
members, this year the " Go for 
the Gold" scholarships to the 
world's most enjoyable week of 
barbershopping are being offered 
to all our four-part harmony 
cousins - in Great Britain, 
Sweden, New Zealand and now 
Australia. Harmony College week 
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in 1988 begins on July 31, at 
Missouri Western State College 
in St. Joseph, MO. 

Chapter leaders, please pass the 
word to t he young men in your 
area! Applicants, mail your com
pleted application form and let
ters to Earl Hagn, Chairman, AIC 
Scholarship Fund, SPEBSQSA, 
Inc. , 6315 3rd Avenue, Kenosha, 
Wisconsin 53140-5199. 

The deadline is April 15 - uh, 
that's the same day as the income 
tax filing deadline. Even you can 
remember that date, Verne! 

(Editor's note: And, Verne, 
you'll find a copy of the applica
tion form in your November I 
December Harmonizer.) 

Quartet Changes 
New Quartets 

Preachers 'n Pals 
Terry L. White 
1203 N. Dakota 
Aberdeen, SD 57401 
(605) 229-6694 

Siouxland Squires 
Merle Dickinson 
111 7 So. Cornelia 
Sioux City, IA 51106 
(712) 276-7564 

COfltec:t : 
David W . Krouse 
4917 N . Bellaire 
Konsos Citv. M O 641 19 
(816) 4 54 ·07 55 

'll_,alston 
Creek 
~union 

1jarbershop, Quart~t 

DAVE 
MATT 

BUD 

Rural Route 4 Barbershop Quartet 
Calvin Yoder. Lead 
Willard Yoder. Bass 
Jim Bagby, Baritone 

Don Kahl. Tenor 

1986 INTERNATIONAL CHAMPIONS 
CALVIN YODER JIM BAGBY 
R.R. 2 BQx 317 8714 E. 57th Terrace 
Garden City, MO 64747 (or) Kansas City. MO 641 29 
Phone (816) 862-8343 Phone (816) 737·0308 

Contact : 
J im Inghram 
1524 M uscatine Aue. 
I owa City. I owa 5 2240 
3 19 ·337-763 1 

Rod 
Wayne 

Larry 
Rich 

•'. t.-:»J.:;A,UV.-. 

Contact: RICH HUYCK 
204 NW 44th 

Kansas City, MO 64116 

KGnnection 

1986 CENTRAL STATES DISTRICT CHAMPS 



Page 10 SERENADE Jan I Feb 1988 

Rural Route 4 
A\ 14~~ International Quar+et Champs 
~~,' Happ1ne!lf1 £mporh1m 
'\; 1'11? lnternatior,al 4>Lrarlet Chatnps 

HO Connec11on 
14 ~ cp Di'Otrrct Quartet Chdmpcs 

511eclal Touch 
1q84 Diotrict Qucirte+ Champs 

Heart of Am~rlca Choru!1 
6 Time5 Oi5trict Chorus Champs 

"~ •I ... L ~1.· t:a111 C41' Pra1 ~'19, Q\! , 
Cf ~/ 

!arber~hop HJrm~'' 
6aturJ~ March 11' 1164' L 

Mu~ic Hah 
Ticket information -

Matinee Evening 
Orchestra....... ................... $5. $6 and $8 $6. $9 and $12 
Boxes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $8 $12 
Loge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6 $9 
Lower Balcony . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6 $9 
Main Balcony ....................... $5 $6 
Block seat reservations on request - Saturday matinee 
Seats allocated on best available basis. All tickets prepaid . 
Mail orders to: Ed Sundermeyer. 8816 E. 61st St.. Raytown. MO 64133. 

telephone (816) 353-2425. 
Make check payable to: Kansas City Chapter. S.P.E.B.S.Q.S.A. 
Enr.lose self-addressed. stamped envelope with mail orders . 

pt-~enfe' ~~ 

::Jhe Kan~:lf> Cliy Chapter 6.P.E..a~.Q.?.A.7"'1 
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SOUTH DAKOTA DIVISION 
ANNOUNCES 1988 CHORUS 
AND QUARTET FESTIVAL 

South Dakota Division Vice 
President Darrell Wells has an· 
nounced that the 1988 Chorus 
and Quartet Festival will be held 
at the high school in Milbank on 
February 6, 1988. 

Details are being finalized by 
South Dakota Division DME 
Dean Trapp and Darrell Stitt, 
Music Vice President of the 
Dakota Heritage Chorus of Aber· 
deen. 

The Night Howls, ''A Funny 
Kind of Barbershop Quartet,'' 
from the St. Paul, St. Croix and 
Hilltop Chapters of Minnesota, 
will be the teaching quartet. 
Organized in 1965, they 
represented the Land O' Lakes 
District at International in 1968, 
1970 and 1972. During the sum· 
mer of 1971, they traveled for the 
USO and entertained hospitalized 

FOR SALE 

SERENADE 

military personnel in Japan, 
Okinawa the Phillipines, Guam 
and Hawaii. The Night Howls 
have performed in 33 states, four 
provinces of Canada, and in 
Sweden. 

MAILBAG 

Mr. Dexter: 
I wish there was a way that I 

could adequately thank all of you 
for having Lindsay and me as 
your guests at the Central States 
District competition in Des 
Moines. It was truly an honor and 
a joy to share with you the magic 
of that weekend. 

For the rest of our lives, we will 
never forget the overwhelming 
ovation of acceptance you gave to 
Lindsay! I hope that you will 
never forget the first-hand 
evidence that you saw, through 
Lindsay's performance, of t he 
miracles that you make possible 

72 to 75 formal jackets, Palm Beach Formal 
Fashions by Skeffington 's , light blue w ith 
black velvet col lar, black piping on lapels and 
pockets. Sizes range from 35·S to 50-R. Color 
photograph furnished upon request. Entire 
lot for $300. Contact: George Polack. 213 E. 
Leonard St.. Sioux City. IA 51103. telephone 
(712) 255·3247. 

( t\111.h.I 

l{,111 \ h11<k11. I <'ml 

\\.._.,I l).,_•, \hl1lh,'', ht\\,l "°026'' 
0111,c <J<2J<2<~11 

lltlllK <>J< ~~< 12111 
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every day at the Institute of 
Logopedics. 

Your singing has not only 
helped to provide Lindsay with 
the ability to speak, but also with 
the ability to join you in song! 

Each and every one of you were 
gracious hosts. A special thank 
you to Mr. Trustee for all of his 
carefully planned arrangements. 

I've heard the rumor that Lind· 
say may be asked again to share 
... I can say with no reservations 
- we'd be delighted! 

Thank you again, 
Judy and Lindsay Pollard 

St. Joseph Chapter 
honors Byron Myers 

by Wally Bloss 
St. Josleph Chapter 

Over 7 5 people honored Byron 
Myers recently as he stepped 
down from the musical helm of 
the St. Joseph Chapter of 
SPEBSQSA. The Pony Ex· 
pressmen hosted a special ban· 
quet on October 18 in Byron's 
honor to commemorate his 29 
years with the chapter. 

As a charter member, Byron 
was only the second musical 
director of the chapter, the first 

(continued on page 12) 

rr 
STATELINE 
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CELEBRATION 

L_/ 
Barbershop Qllortet 

Kl·NT MADISON Tenor 
BILL HANSEN LecJd 

DENNIS HAGEN BcJrnone 
*BILL TREES Bt1:.~ 

'( ONT l\C I 'fl., N llth ::,11<•c1 

f:'_,1lw"1ll<'. IA :>I!! l 
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Byron Myers 
(continued from page 11) 

Byron Myers, retiring after 29 years as 
director of the Pony Expressmen of St. 
Joseph, addresses the members at a 
testimonial dinner. 

SERENADE 

took a moment to expound on 
their letters with personal 
recollections on their tenure 
under Byron's direction. Virtual
ly all spoke of his ability to in
spire the best in each person and 
make each singer want to do his 
very best. 

Members of the quartets in 
which Byron sang were in atten
dance - the Four Kippers and the 
Mid-Continentals - both of 
which became Central States 
District Champions. There were 
reminiscences about the USO 
tours to the Far East that the 
Four Kippers had taken, and one 
quartet member, tenor Ken 
Gabler, was not sure if he had 
spent more nights with Byron or 
his wife. 

There were several chorus 
members who recalled the trip to 
International that resulted in a 

Jan I Feb 1988 

new International rule after the 
Pony Expressmen did a Jolson 
medley in blackface! Many 
similar experiences were shared, 
including some not necessarily fit 
for publication, with a chance for 
rebuttal from the honoree. 

Byron had the last word - as 
always - with similar stories -
and usually funnier - about all 
who had spoken, and expressed 
his deepest thanks for all the 
work that the chapter had put 
forth through the years. He also 
expressed appreciation to Fred 
Hangartner, his faithful assis
tant, who is now the Pony Ex
pressmen' s new musical director. 

Byron owns Power Tools in 
St. Joseph and would be glad to 
hear from his friends at his home 
address of 1901 Safari Drive, St. 
Joseph, MO 64606. 

being Ron Phillips, now a member 
of the Mason City Chapter. 
Friends from the area paid tribute 
to his leadership at the local, 
district, and International level. 
Letters were solicited for a '' sur
prise" scrapbook from his friends 
through the years, which proved 
to be a real show stopper upon its 
presentation to Byron. Letters 
and cards spanned the nation, as 
By' s friends are legion. 

DIRECTOR WANTED 

Many of t hose in attendance 

Dave Ehst f[NOR 

A~ Roger Nyberg LEAD 

~
~ BillBranderBARllONf 
~ Buu Haeger BA::.::. 

~SLIG~~~~~" 
A Barbershop Quartet 312 789· 1230 

Daryl Johanson 
Clyde Stant 

Ron Wallace 
Paul King 

Barbershop Harmony .. 

ltin#MJFili,. 
. with a Touch ol Fun 

Paul King 
417-866-5091 (Bus.) 

-417-883-10'43 (Home) 

P.O. Box 1613. S.S.S. 
Springfield. MO 

65805-1613 

Newly aff iliated St. Loui s area 
chapter of Harmony, Inc. needs 
Director. For information , call (314) 
831-8127. 

LEAD 

DWIGHT ELLIS 

tl1ll .. I~ 
J)l~l .. HTJ~llY 

1978 ILLINOIS DISTRICT CHAMPS 

··we deliver first-class harmony
w1th a SMILE! 

CON TA CT BOBCEARNA L 4 16 ... 0RTH NINTH 
MASCOUTAH, ILLINOIS 622S8 (618) $66-857• 

BARI 

AL SEVERT 

BARBERSHOP QUARTET 
BASS TEN OR 

DON FRASER WENDELL BURBANK 
Contact M an 

7501 Aorl in• Ooo Mo•n u . Io wa • (51 5) 276· 3019 
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WANTED: 
CHORUS DIRECTOR 
The Siouxlanders Barbershop 

Chorus of Sioux City, Iowa is seek
ing an energetic , aggressive, 
dynamic, experienced director to 
assis t this 45-man chapter in 
reaching goals in musical competi
tion, general performance and im
provement in musical knowledge 
leading to personal satisfaction. 

Sioux City is located in north
western Iowa nearly midway bet
ween Omaha, NE, and Sioux Falls, 
SD. 

This chapter hosted the Spring 
Prelims in 1986 and performed its 
Tenth Anniversary Show on May 2, 
1987. 

Two Liberal Arts Colleges in the 
city; excellent sports facilities both 
local and proximate. New Conven
tion Center under construction. 

Assistance in relocation and job 
placement is available. Contact: 

John F. Lederer 
Search Committee Chairman 
315 East 31st St. 
South Sioux City, NE 68776 
(402) 494-1527 

SERENADE 

17th ANNUAL 

Tunes - T-Bones - Trotlines 
All-Family 

Barbershoppers' Weekend 

July 22, 23 and 24, 1988 
Shell Knob, Missouri 
Good Harmony, Good Food, Golf 
Woodshedding Contest, Boating, 

Swimming for All 
Evening Show for the Public 

Plu s an Afterglow 

Contact: Karl Koos 
Box 4092 
Shell Knob, MO 65747 
( 4 1 7) 858-6584 
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Swenson's first effort -
(continued from page 4) 

and contests. 
We know we've not seen the 

last of you, Jim and Bev, but still 
i t seems appropriate to say 
thanks for all your hard work. 

2031 PARK VIEW 
FREMONT,NEBRASKA68025 

402-721-3689 

--~-· 
® ·=·•+•• •••••+L~ 

CA•~" .... ,. ~!aY 
RAY HENDERS \C) "The Barbershop Quartet JOHN VAUGHAN 
KEN EIDSON w ith the Built·in Beat" 

PH IL SCHWARZ 
LYNN HAU LORE N, 929 Ceniral w11mene. IL 60091 (312)251·6348 

121 So. Jeffel'IOn, Box 736 
Hudson, IA 50643 1·319·988-4558 
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Rllral Route 4 
are proud to announce t hat 

"RR 4 FRIENDS & RELATIVES'' 
is now avaj lable ~ 1:-.;cLtur~ic 

- T l"' .'IC Tn Your Apron Strings 

- ~ly Missouri llome 

- Richest Man in the l-lo rld (llumµb.:i ck 1"ule) 

- Mv '!Other • s Eyes 

- Lida Rose / Dr<>1m of Now, with Kristin Bagby 

- 0ld MacDonn ld 

- l numbc t· by the Jublicc Trnnsfer gosp0l q •1art0t 

- Little P;il , by the RR'I " chorus " 

- a full RRl show live at the KC Musi:.: Hall 

Di stribution , sa l e or aclvrrtising of thi " rccor rling i s not 

a r cpresentaticn Lh)t the contents arc a ppr0 priaLe for contest use 

~~----~~~--.-~~~~-A--L-B-U=M:::S~~..-----C-A_S:::S:::E_TI~-ES=-l"l 

.___~--..-~~~-+---.,.--~~+-~~___,! 
.....___ __ ....._~~I 

'---~____..;;..;;;....;..;~~~ I 
SHIP TO: Total: $ I 
NAME _ --------

ADDRESS _ ___ _ 

I CITY/STATE/ZIP __ _ __ L_ ____ _ 

Looking fora Few Good 
Men Who Would Rather 

Sing Along than Sing Alone 

1 

I 
-- __J 

Send or ders to 1 

RR4 
8714 E. 57th Terr. 
K. C .. MO 64129 

CONTACT: 
Ray Meister - 402-727-1829 
5. William - Fremont, NE 68025 

RAY MEISTER - Ba ri tone 
0 

DICK LARSEN - Bass 

KEN SCHUETTE - Tenor 
_,,.~DENNIS PAULSEN - Lead 

IL.----~l:.K-.R!:union .................. . 

,._:··~· 
Bits and Pieces 

YOU'LL FINO THEM ... 
• Entertaining! 

• Enjoyable! 
• Exciting! 

C 0 NT ACT: 
Jack W i ndsor 
(312) 851-0826 
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• 
Keep the whole world singing 

Gateway City 
slickers -

(continued from page 7) 

sailing. A sailboat owner, Barry 
spends most of his summer 
weekends racing on various lakes 
in the Midwest. He also competes 
annually on the national level at 
other locations from coast to 
coast. Other hobbies include 
fishing. golf. ice skating and 
sports in general. 

Barry graduated from the 
University of Missouri-Columbia 
in 1982 with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in mechanical engineering. 
After graduating, he returned to 
his home town of St. Louis. The 
only confirmed bachelor in the 
quartet, Barry now resides in 
Manchester, Missouri, a suburb 
of the city. He is presently 
employed by Southwestern Bell 
Telephone Company and attends 
night school in pursuit of an 
MBA degree in marketing. Barry 
enjoys spending time with his 
father, Paul; mother, Betty; 
brother, Paul; and sisters Lori 

Harold Arians 

Joseph Caulkins 
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SPEBSOSA Membership Summary 

SPEBSQSA membership . ... . . ... . 
SPEBSQSA chapters ... . ... ..... . 
CSD membership .. . .... . ... . ... . 
CSD chapters ... ....... . ... . .. . . 
CSD Divisions 

Eastern Iowa ..... . ... .. ... . .. . 
Western Iowa . . .. . .. . . .. . . . .. . 
Kansas .......... . .. . .... . . . . 
Missouri ............ . . . . . ... . 
Nebraska ........ . . .... ...... . 
South Dakota ................ . 

Licensed CSD chapter 
Franklin County, MO .... . ..... . 
Kimberl ing City, MO ... . ...... . 
Booneville. Mo ... . ...... . ..... . 

and Marti. 

From the Edge -
(continued from page 2) 

decide that they don't want to go 
to contest because they don't 
think you can sing well enough, or 
they don't want to put forth the 
effort to prepare a couple of con
test songs, or they don 't want to 
spend the money. It's your 
chapter, and all t hat matters is 
whether you and enough of your 
singing buddies want to go to 

10·31·86 8·31·87 
36,235 36.059 

818 819 
2,444 2,486 

62 63 

567 
347 
480 
526 
336 
188 

568 
341 
479 
563 
352 
183 

10·31·87 
35,683 

820 
2,460 

63 

564 
336 
470 
557 
352 
181 

24 
27 27 

23 

contest and have a lot of fun. 
Hope to see you all in Mason 

City. 

COTS 88 -
(continued from page 1) 

A big hand should go to Coor
dinator Bob King and the men of 
the Des Moines Chapter for once 
again pulling off an intensely 
busy weekend without a hitch. 
We'll all be looking forward to 
meeting again in November. 

Dennis Staudt 

Joel Sult 
~:Ny BAR~~! re r5l ~ 

Enjoy ~ rQ1 ~ LJ\S 
Til e t;. ~ nr[]l n Ba1·bershop 

LJ~~ Style 
Dennis Staudt 
RR I Barbershop Harmony 

Contact: John Champion 
2969 N .E. 56th St. Marble Rock. IA. 50653 

(515}--397- 2729 

e 
~~GATEWAY 

CITY 
SLICKERS 

with a Touch ~ 
of Jazz ) i) 

f:\ 
~RBERSHOP 
.QUARTE' 

Rich Kn19M • 5 s .... CamiM•• St . Charlff, MO 63303 • (314) 925:-1925 

Des Moines, Iowa 
Phone: 515-262-0389 50317 

~ .,:,· !/ ~'/ · ;, OROS 
.,~ .. DID_!P-11 ARTET 
<ANSAS 'JM't au 

• . P , • . a . • . G . • . A , , • N C 

CONTACT: Or . Herschel Stroud. 36-40 Drury ln .. Topeko . Ks . 66604. 913/272~:20 
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CENTRAL STATES 
SERENADE 

c/ o SPEBSQSA, Inc. 
6315 3rd Avenue 

Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140-5199 

CSD Spring Prelim 
April 22-23, 1988 -------

1988 
CENTRAL STATES DISTRICT CALENDAR 

February 

13 Springfield show 
27 Newton show 

March 

4-5-6 Kearney show 
19 Nebraska City show 

25-26 Fremont show 
26 Sioux Falls show 
26 Lexington show 

April 

9 Centervi lle show 
15-16 Florissant Valley show 

16 Atlantic show 
16 Viborg show 
16 Davenport show 
16 Marshalltown show 

22-23 CSD Spring Pre lims 
30 Sioux City Show 

May 

7 Wichita show 

July 

3-10 International Conv. 

Chapter and other major events will not be 
announced in the CSD Calendar unless they 
have been cleared through the CSD 
Secretary. 

Howard Johnson's North 
Des Moines, Iowa 

November 19 and 20, 1988 
Plan Now to Attend 


