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Pony Expressmen invite CSD Barbershoppers 
to make history in St. Joseph 

by Ken Gabler 
President, St. Joseph Chapter 

The table is set, and we're 
waiting for our guests to arrive. 
The family silver is polished, and 
everyone is dressed in his best bib 
and tucker. 

In case you've missed the point, 
the Pony Express City is anxious· 
ly awaiting your arrival. Every· 
one from the Mayor and the 
Chamber of Commerce, down to 
the Pony Express Chapter has 
been working toward making the 
CSD Fall Convention during the 
weekend of October 10-12 a most 
memorable one! 

The new 4,500-seat civic arena 
is being customized for this 
special event. New hotels and 
motels have extended special 
tours, style shows, and brunches 
for our special visitors. 

What may our visitors ex· 
perience besides the actual con· 
tests? Well. you can actually see 
the house - the actual bullet hole 
- where Jesse J ames was shot. 
See the stables where the roman· 

fact, a luxurius hotel which for 25 

reconstructed dental office of 
Walter Conkite's father (yes, 
Walter lived in St. Joseph) and a 
restored post office and telephone 
office. Enjoy a soft drink in the 
1854 Buffalo Saloon, and see one 
of the very first rail-mail cars. 
And that's just a beginning! 

The ladies will have a brunch 
sty le show poolside at the 
Sheraton Inn. Or t hey can visit a 
nationally famous Doll Museum 
where more than 500 dolls 
representing many nations and 
cultures dating to the l800's are 
housed. 

St. Joseph offers some 400 
eating and drinking establish· 
ments with atmospheres ranging 

tic Pony Express got its start. In • 

history. In the museum are the (continued on page 13) 
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From the Edge 
by Wade Dexter 

Editor, the S erenade 

Well, I guess it's time for me 
once again to climb aboard my 
soap box and plug our District 
Convention coming up at St. 
Joseph on the weekend of October 
10-12. Now that the hue and cry 
of the International Convention 
have subsided, it's time for all 
good CSD Barbershoppers to 
begin planning for the trip to the 
Pony Express City for what may 
be considered the ultimate 
barbershopping experience in the 
Central States District this year. 

The Pony Expressmen of St. 
Joe are veterans of many District 
conventions over the years, and 
their experience in this area will 
show in their intensive planning 
for our comfort and pleasure in all 
areas. President Ken Gabler and 
Convention Chairman Fred 
Hangartner and all of men of the 
St. Joseph Chapter have been an
ticipating our arrival since last 
spring, and with a brand new con
test site, the St. Joseph Civic 
Arena, and the new Sheraton St. 
Joseph Inn and Conference 
Center right across the street, 
what more can we expect? 

If you don't plan to be in St. Joe 
during the second weekend in Oc
tober, here's what you'll miss: (1) 
The crowning of our 1986 Quartet 
Champions. (We're pulling for the 
K.C. Connection of Kansas City, 
the only one of our quartet 
representatives at Salt Lake City 
that is not a past District cham· 
pion.) (2) The selection of our 
District Chorus Champion who 
will represent our District at In
ternational in Hartford, Connec
ticut, next year. Can the Proud 
Image repeat last year's thrilling 

Next Serenade deadline 
October 15, 1986 

Approx. mailing date 
November 1, 1986 

performance? Remember, Kansas 
City's Heart of America Chorus 
will be there gunning for their 
eighth consecutive District 
trophy. (3) An opportunity to sit 
in on your District Board of 
Directors' and House of 
Delegates' meeting. Here's a 
chance to witness the administra
tion of District business from a 
front row seat. (4) A chance to rub 
elbows with hundreds of fellow 
CSD Barbershoppers and their 
families. and (5) a visit to one of 
the most beautiful and hospitable 
cities in the Mid-West. 

If you can't make the trip for 
some over-riding reason, we sym
pathize with you. On the other 
hand, if you just don't want to go, 
shame on you! Joyce and I will be 
there, and we hope to see you, too. 

PLAN AHEAD! 

CSD Convention8 

1986 Full St. JoHe ph, OcLo1"'r 10·12 

1987 Spring Fort Dodge. April 24-26 
1987 Fall Des Moines, October 9·1 1 

1988 Spring Mason City, April 22·24 
1988 Fall Davenport. October 7·9 

1989 Spring Omaha, April 21·23 
1989 Fall Omaha, October 13·15 

COTS 

1986 Des Moines, November 22·23 
1987 Des Moines, November 7 

The Serenade is the official 
publication of the Central States 
District of the Society for the 
Preservation and Encouragement 
of Barbershop Quartet Singing in 
America, Inc. All articles not ac
companied by a by-line have been 
written by the editor and do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions of 
the members and officers of the 
Central States District or the 
SPEBSQSA. Space i n the 
Serenade will be made available 
for opposing points of view. 
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On stage during their appearance at the 1986 International Chorus Contest , our Central States District representat ive from 
Waterloo, Iowa, under the direction of David Boyd, the Proud Image. Photo by Dick Stuart, courtesy of PROBE. 

Exciting, important musical doings 
upcoming in Central States District 

by Jim Bagby 
CSD Director of 
Music Education 

Two of the Society's top music 
men, Tom Gentry and Burt 
Szabo, are headed for Central 
States this fall, and both will be in 
charge of some exciting projects, 
in addition to making chapter 
visits. 

Every CSD chapter should 
begin planning now to have at 
leas t one representative in the 
Music Team class at COTS 
(Chapter Office r s Training 
School) which comes up the 
weekend of November 22nd in 
Des Moines. The instructor will 
be Dr. Szabo himself, assisted by 
your CSD DME. 

Gentry will be in t he South 
Dakota Division the week of 
September 15th, with stops at 
Aberdeen, Brookings, and Sioux 
Falls. The groundwork was laid 
by Division Veep Dave Sternborg 
of Huron. 

Then it's on to a DME meeting 
in Kansas City, and on Sat urday, 
September 20th, Tom will be the 
dean of a day-long Pizzaz 
(workshop and singing session) 
hosted by the Leavenworth 
Chapter. All Kansas Division 
chapters are invited to attend the 

day of fun , which is being coor
dinated by Gerry Martin of 
Leavenworth. 

Burt will be visiting t he Des 
Moines and St. Charles Chapters. 
in addition to his COTS class. and 
one date is still open for the week 
of November 17-22. 

Looking ahead. Dale Comer, 
who will take over as DME in 
1987. has plans well along for the 
Second Annual Winter Weekend 
Work and Warble Wroundup, ten
tatively scheduled for January 
9-11, and definitely at t he 
Nebraska Center for Continuing 
Education in Lincoln, where 
we've been treated so well at CSD 
functions in the past. And t he 
Center is across the street from 
the best pizza restaurant in the 
mid west! 

The 5-W gathering will include 
quartet coaching, a chorus direc
tor 's seminar, classes in a variety 
of subjects, a Saturday evening 
show, and (we hope) an ap
pearance by our new lnterna· 
tional Quartet Champions! More 
details will be mailed to your 
chapter , publis hed in t he 
Serenade, and announced at the 
District Convention this fall in 
St. Joseph. But get the dates on 
your calendar NOW! 

You're never to 
old to learn 

After we reported in the 
July/August Serenade that J ohn 
Stucker of Leavenwor t h had been 
newly certified as a timekeeper, 
John informed us in a nice way 
that we were mistaken, that t here 
is no such thing as a "certified 
timekeeper." So we went directly 
to the horse's mouth for clarifica
tion. Here's what CSD Associate 
Contest and Judging Chairman 
Ron Phillips told us. 

" ... John is perfectly right. 
There is no such thing as a cer
tified timekeeper. I think where 
the confusion comes is that usual
ly part of a secretary candidate's 
training is to be a timekeeper 
when he s tarts out. That's usually 
because there are too many can
didates in the secretary category 
to allow all of them to practice at 
one time. 

" Certified secretaries are used 
at the District and International 
contes ts if they are available, but 
they are NOT reimbursed. If no 
certified person is available, then 
a well-qualified person is used 
from the host chapter, or some
one who we know will be there. 

" John Stucker was certified in 
the SECRETARY CATEGORY 

" 
Thanks, Ron, for straightening 

us out. 
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Chapter MVP's -
Remember Those 
Membership Goals? 

By Jim Griffith 
CSD President 

I wish that all chapter MVP's 
could look back at the first eight 
months of 1986 with satisfaction 
for a job well done! I know that 
some chapters have been suc
cessful in their recruiting efforts 
in 1986, and others have big plans 
for recruiting drives before all 
their prospects commit them
selves to other activities (like 
bowling) this fall. 

When I received the member
ship reports for June 30th, I had 
to compare the figu res with the 
goals established by each chapter 
for the year. Remember those as
tounding goals published in the 
Marc h/ April iss ue of the 
Serenade? Overall, we have made 
some progress. At the end of 
1985, CSD had 2,490 members, 
including 28 licensed members. 
As of June 30th, the total was 
2,554, including 63 licensed 
members. We have gained, but 
the gain has been primarily in 
members in new chapters. Every 
MVP said he'd make his chapter 
grow in 1986. With four months 
to go, each MVP can do just that, 
but many will have to work hard 
at it to make up for lost ground. 

The membership scoreboard for 
chartered chapters at the end of 
1985 looks like t his at mid-year: 
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Special congrats to Kansas Ci
ty with an increase of 18 
members. Other chapters with an 
increase of 5 or more members in
clude Black Hawk Metro, Cedar 
Rapids, Sheldon, Sioux City, 
Sedalia and Fremont. Seven 
chapters had a loss of 5 or more 
members, but we won't mention 
their names. 

This report is just for the first 
six months of 1986. There's still 
time for each chapter to meet the 
goal it has set for itself! 

Remember, MVP's ... if you 
need help planning your member
ship drives for the rest of the 
year, your Di vision Vice 
Presidents, Area Counselors, and 
Division Membership Counselors 
are as close as your telephones. 

Eastern Iowa . . ........ . 
Wes tern Iowa ......... . 
Kansas . .. . .. ......... . 
Missouri .... . ......... . 
Nebraska .... ..... . . .. . 
South Dakota . ....... . . 

12-31-85 
620 
338 
475 
517 
330 
182 

6-30-86 
617 
355 
436 
543 
325 
181 

Gain 
- .5 
17 

-39 
26 

- 5 
- 1 

Percentage 

5.9 
-8.2 
5.0 

-1.5 
-0.5 

TOTAL . . .... . . . .. . . . 2,462 2,457 - 5 -0.2 
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St. Joseph foursome 
wins Nodaway County 
Fair contest 

Barbershop quartet competi
tion was a feature on t he program 
at the Nodaway County (MO) 
Fair as quartets from St. Joseph, 
Leavenworth, and the Nodaway 
County area competed in a ge
nuine barbershop quartet contest 
in Maryville on July 19th. 

And it was the St. Joseph 
Chapter's newest registered 
quartet, the Expressibles, that 
walked off with the first prize of 
$100. 

What's even more exciting is 
that three of the quartet members 
are fairly new to barbershopping. 
Lead Cliff Hubbard, of Bethany, 
MO, has been a Barbershopper 
for about 3 years. Bass Wally 
Bloss, of St. J oseph, and baritone 
Steve Kalwan, of nearby E lwood, 
KS, have been members of the 
Pony Expressmen for only about 
a year. Only tenor Bob Jones can 
be considered a veteran wit h a 
number of years with the PXmen. 

Wally Bloss was quoted as say
ing, "We were real excited about 
this win and look forward to the 
CSD Fall Contest in St. Joseph in 
October ." 

Leavenworth's entry, the Key 
Ring, with Geary Ludwig 
substituting at baritone, won t he 
second place prize of $60, while a 
local group, the Hometown Boys, 
a good looking young quartet 
with a very vocal following, 
finished in third place and 
pocketed $40. Noting t he en
thusiastic reception given the 
local heroes, Ludwig said, 
"They'd scream for me, too, if I 
were 20 years younger, and still 
owned a comb." 

The judges were Fred Hangart
ner and Mike McKim of the St. 
Joseph Chapter . 

The contest made a big hit with 
the local fair goers. " The quartets 
were the highlight of the enter-

(continued on page 13) 

It's Great to be A Barbershopper! 
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No strangers in Des rtlines's 
newest registered quartet 

by Vince Yinger 
Des Moines Chapter 

Most of the members of Ran
dom Choice, Des Moines's newest 
registered quar tet, are no 
strangers to quarteting in CSD. 
Hank Stromenger (bass). Vic 
Neilsen (tenor), and Vince Yinger 
(baritone) have been part ners in 
registered quartets since 197 5, 
with stints as the Harmony 
H eritage, Grand Manner , and 
Capitol Accord. In CSD competi
tion, t hose foursomes made mike 
t esters their firs t time out and the 
top ten seven times, including a 
t hird place finish in 1985. 

Random Choice's lead is Paul 
H oekstra, a recent transfer from 
Mankato, MN (Land O' Lakes 
District), where he sang baritone 
and lead in quartets. 

The quartet is planning to sing 
in the District Fall Contest if they 
can figure out how to get one 
member from his work commit· 
ment in Central Iowa to back
stage in St. Joe in two hours on 
Friday night of convention 
weekend. 

The contact man for Random 
Choice is Hank Stromenger, 1144 
Americana Court, No. 37, Des 
Moines, IA 50314, telephone (515) 
288-5078 or (515) 225-6980. Soon 
to be available for singing 
engagements, it appears to be a 
"choice quartet " all right. 
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John Stockhlll, of Springfield, directs the massed chorus at the 15th Annual " Tunes 
. T-Bones · Trotlines" fes t ival at Shell Knob, MO. Chapters represented in the 75-singer 
group were Joplin, Springfield, Sedalia, Kansas City, Topeka, and Wichita in the CSD, 
plus Tulsa, OK, and Fayetteville and Fort Smith, AR, in the Southwestern Distric t. 

15th Annual "Tunes - T -Bones - Trotlines" 
thrills audience of 2, 100 at Shell Knob 

by Karl Koos 
Joplin Chapter 

The 15th Annual "Tunes 
·T·Bones · Trotlines" celebration 
was held again this year at Shell 
Knob, Missouri, and was attend
ed by Barbershoppers from as far 
away as 250 miles. The song-filled 
weekend again echoed wi t h good 
chords, good tags , and good 
fellowship. 

We all participated in 72 hours 
of harmony, swimming, boating. 
fi shing, and golf. The weekend 
climaxed with a s ingout enjoyed 
by 2, l 00 barbershop fans in an 
evening of sevent h chords at t he 
shopping center . 

A massed chorus of 75 brought 
chills and cheers as they closed 
the program in a six-song seg
ment. The Joplin Tristatesmen 
Chorus and t he Springfield Sho
Me Statemen Chorus did special 
segments. Five quartets perform
ed on the program. T hey were 
Special Touch, the P itch Pals, 
After Class Quartet, the 4 B's, 
.and t he Spring River F loaters. 

An appeal was made during the 
s how for the Institute of 
Logopedics, and the entire volun· 
tary contribution in the amount of 
$1,015.79 has been sent to the 
H a rm ony Foundation. This 
represents an increase of 32 per
cent over las t year's con tribution. 

Now available on video tape! 
'85 International Convention Highlights - " Barbershop Harmony News" 
This 30-minute tape features one song from each of the top five choruses and quartets. 

The Vocal Majority - Dal las 
West Towns Chorus - Lombard 
Big Apple Chorus - New York 
Southern Gateway Chorus - Western Hi lls 
Dukes of Harmony - Scarborough 

The New Tradition 
Vaudeville 
Interstate Rivals 
Harrington Brothers 
Rural Route 4 

S.P.E.B.S.Q.S.A. 
6315 Third Avenue 
Kenosha, WI 53140-5199 
(414) 654-9111 

Order your copy for only $30.00. Please specify VHS or BETA cassettes. 

VHS - Order No. 4020 BETA - Order No. 4019 
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To netp raise money for tne newly licensed cnapter in Boonville, the Sedalia state Fair Statesmen, under the direction of Bud 
Clark, presented their package show in Boonville on May 25th. Sedalla is Boonville's sponsoring chapter. Sedalia Chapter President 
is John Brown. Photo provided by Jim Nugent. 

ST. JOSEPH . !>ilSSO Ulll 

OFFICE OF THE }1AYOR 

l~e wlsh co extend ~l11 invitat i on to you and you r fcrntlly Lo visit 

historic SL . Joseph nnd part icipate in the tour s planned especial l y 

for you , many fine r estu rants, and shops here in our beautifu l c ity . 

I know ench and ever yone of you have devoted many hours 01 hard work 

and training LO enabl e you to take part in this outstanding competition , 

and I commend you for that . 

We a r e pleased Lo hos t t he 1986 Fall Contest a nd Convention fo r 

Centr.::il Stales Dls Lr ict a nd know you wil l (ind this a wonde rful and 

exciting ci t y co sec . 

Looking forward co seeing you Oc t obe r 10, l l, and 12 , 1986 . 

Sincerely , 

Mayor 

AIC scholarship winner 
describes HarmonJ College 

by Harold Arians 
Mason City Chapter 

Ever since I joined the Mason 
City Chapter 2Y2 years ago, I had 
heard how wonderful Harmony 
College was. After attending for 
t he fir s t time, the word 
'' wonde rul ' ' doesn 't qui t e 
describe the experience. The word 
"tremendous" fits better. 

I signed up for three classes -
the " Physics of Sound," " Arrang-

(continued on page 13) 
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Missmri Valley Music Co. 
thrilled by RR-4 win 

by Dave Pinkall 
Missouri Valley Music Company 

Kathy and I talked several 
times about trying to pinpoint 
the highlight of the Interntional 
contest and found it rather dif
ficult until Saturday night when 
the RR-4 were named Interna
t ional Champs. That just about 
had to be Number One! 

Other things that will always 
s tand out in the minds of the 
MVMC are: 

1. Obviously, being named to 
the top twenty . It fulfills a dream 
that not too many get to ex
perience. 

2. The special appearance by 
the Osmond Brothers on Satur
day. and especially t he second 
generation Osmond Brot hers who 
really s tole t he show. 

3. The opportunity to be 
around the P roud Image Chorus 
for several of their rehearsals and 
then at the CSD Pep Rally. These 
guys are an inspiration to us 
every time we are near them. 
Their spirit and energy are 
something to behold. 

4. Kathy and I stumbled into 
t he Mormon Tabernacle Thurs
day at precisely the right time 
and got to sit in on the Vocal Ma
jority' a rehearsal. WOW! 

5. We all felt an immense well· 
ing up of pride in the CSD to 
think that we placed t hree 
quartets in the top twenty and 

SERENADE 

Photo by Dick Stuart, courtesy of PROBE 

should have placed four , then to 
think that we even had the Inter
national Champs. What a week 
for t he CSD! 

Might also mention that we 
were totally impressed wit h the 
Convention location. Hats off to 
Salt Lake City! We didn' t run in· 
to a crabby wai t ress all week. 

Demoinoires-welcome 
new musical director 

by John Carlson 
Des Moines Chapter 

" Hip, hip, horray," he's leading 
the way! Sound familiar, Barber· 
shoppers? Henry K. Holiday he is 
not! A talented musician I musi
cal director he is! 

Bob Steele has accepted the ap· 
pointment as musical director of 
the Demoinaires Chorus, assum· 
ing his role in May following our 
Spring Show. His comments after 
attending several Demoinaires' 
practice session s, " I have 
discovered a new religion.'' You 
are so right, Bob! 

After earning a B.A. degree in 
mus ic education a t the University 
of Nor t hern Iowa. Bob spent 21 
years as a teacher in t he public 
schools. Graduate degrees were 
pursued at Drake University and 
the University of Iowa. 

A talented vocal soloist, Mr. 
Steele cuts a mean riff as "Tuba 
Terrific" in the Maple Street Jazz 
Ensemble, a popular Dixieland 
group. 
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Welcome, Bob Steele, t o t he Oe
moinaires! Look out, Central 
St.ates! Here we come! 

Twenty-three CSD chapt11s 
delinquent in activity 
report sull11ission 

Following las t year's Achieve
ment Program, several of our 
CSD chapters that had scored 
well were disqualified for not hav
ing submitted all of the required 
activity reports. This could have 
been avoided if chapter officers 
had carefully studied the mont hly 
report of achievement scores to 
make sure t heir chapter reports 
had been properly submitted to 
the Internat ional Office. 

The cumulative report for the 
6-mont h period ending June 30, 
1986, indicates that many CSD 
chapters were in arrears by not 
having submitted the eight (8) re
quired reports (six ''green card '' 
monthly reports and t wo quarter
ly reports). Here is the list of 
those chapters. 
Cedar Rapids . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
St . Charles . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
Black Hawk Metro . . . . . . . . . . 5 
St. Louis No. 1 .. . ........... 4 
Joplin . ......... . . . . ... .. . . 6 
Elkader ...... .. ... . ... . .... 6 
Sedalia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
Atlantic .. . .. . ....... .. .. . .. 6 
Topeka . . . .. . . .. ... . . .. . ... 7 
Iowa City .. .... . ... . ... .... 6 
McPherson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
Grant County . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
Dodge City . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
Nor ton .... .. ..... ....... ... l 
Algona .. ......... . .. . .... .. 6 
Viborg .. .. ...... ... . .. .. ... 6 
Emporia ......... .... ..... 7 
Chanute ........... . ... . .. .. 6 
Salina .......... . ........ . . 0 
Beloit . ......... .. .. ... ... .. 3 
Huron ... ....... .. ..... .... 0 
Lawrence ...... ... ..... ... O 
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Backstage at International 
with the new champions 

by Jim Bagby 
Rural Route 4 

What was it like? Well, some of 
it we just don' t remember. After
ward, to all those folks who rush
ed up and said, " I knew it! " we 
could only say, it would have been 
nice if you 'd told us, so we could 
have been a little better prepared. 

Even now it's hard to absorb 
the fact that two down-home, 
fulltime, manure-mired Missouri 
dairy farmers and two city
slickers have become the Central 
States District's first Interna
tional Quartet Champions since 
the Pitchhikers in 1959. Lead 
Calvin Yoder says he still grabs 
for his medal the first thing every 
morning t o assure himself it's not 
a dream. 

Here are some random recollec
tions from the week that we will 
remember all our lives: 

In Thursday night 's first 
round, nerves took their toll, 
especially for Calvin and me. It 
was a case more than anything 
else of poor mental preparation, 
and we ran out of air on the tag of 
" If the Rest of the World Don't 
Want. You." We felt pretty good 
about the first song, " How's 
Every Lit tle Thing in Dixie" 
(okay, t he " Scarecrow Song"), 
but as we came off stage, we were 
down a little about not doing our 
best overall (no pun intended). 

In Friday afternoon's semi
finals , we sang "Tie Me to Your 
Apron Strings Again," followed 
by the hat-routine song that 
starts out with the line "Apron 
strings seem childish things, 
when they' re tied to you." The 
name of the song is, of course, 
" Rockabye Baby Days." And if 
we had paid money, we could not 
have done them much better on 
stage. We had talked about that 
before we went on, and what kind 
of mind we wanted to be in to 
create the mood for those songs. 
As we finished, we all agreed that 
being able to have that kind of ex
perience on stage - especially 
''Apron Strings '' - was a genuine 
reward in itself, and we were not 
worried about whether we were in 
the medals, or where. 

Our final set Saturday night 
started with " My Mother' s 
Eyes," and we seldom have trou
ble getting into that song. Then 
we finished with a former HOA 
Chorus number that the RR-4 had 
just learned - and done in public 
once before - "My Missouri 
Home." We felt it came off 
almost as well as we wanted. 

Before the finals , we had 
reminded each other that we 
should not and would not be 
disappointed if we earned ANY 
medal. Your fans and others in a 
contest situation generally give 
you an idea how you 're doing, and 
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this time it would not have been 
hard to let our expectations carry 
us away. I remember a less than 
thrilling set we did in 1981, en 
route to a 14th place finish, and 
my mother a voided us afterward 
rather than trying to lie about the 
performance. 

This time, the form chart said 
we should finish third, behind the 
Interstate Rivals and Vaudeville, 
and we certainly would have 
taken that in a minute. And that 
thought was still with us as the 
top 10 quartets gathered back
stage for the medalists announce
ment. 

When we have time, remind us 
to tell you about our pre
announcement experiences with 
Gil Lefholz, and Jim Kline of the 
139th Street Quartet, and Tom 
Gentry of the Kenosha staff, and 
the Osmond Brothers. Or the 
stage lights, or who wore what 
flowers when, and how I almos t 
lost my medal. All are memorable 
anecdotes in themselves. 

It's sufficient to say our reac
tions were pleasure for the Chiefs 
of Staff, who had sung so well, 
when they were announced in 
fifth place. My 1 7-year-old 
daughter, who had been to 13 In
ternationals, had picked them 
first . We were delighted when the 
Cincinnati Kids jumped back into 
the medals at fourth place. 

Then came the first shock -
Vaudeville, third! We watched 
them turn quickly, and without 
audible comment, go up the steps 
to the stage. And now I think the 
four of us were secretly dying to 
hear our name called. But it was 
another surprise, this one with 
even greater aftershocks for us -
silver medals, the Interstate 
Four! 

Then began the blur, from 
which disjointed recollections sur
face. I know the four of us did not 
want to huddle tightly, apparent-
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ly prepared either to share the 
ultimate disappointment or joy 
(we had seen others do that in our 
earlier , less-pressured years in t he 
top ten). While t he Rivals were 
getting their medals, I paced back 
and forth to the water fountain, 
and passed tenor Don Kahl each 
time. Calvin, who enjoys this kind 
of contest waiting, was probably 
telling farm stor ies to t he 
Knudsen Brothers (who later told 
us, " You guys are hot!"). Willard 
was shrugging his tall shoulders 
at various members of t he other 
five quartets, who by now were 
point ing and gesturing at us. 
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Photo by Dick Stuart, courtesy of PROBE We do know that when the tidal 
wave announcement came, the 
Yoders, appropriately enoug h, 
got out on stage first . Don and I 
hugged Gil and stage manager 
J oe White and probably some 
others. 

Extension Chords 

And then, from our good 
friends, the New Tradition, we 
were draped with t hose amazing, 
wonderful, beautiful, dazzling 
gold medals! 

To all our super CSD sup· 
porters and friends, we'd love to 
have you come up to us in St. 
Joseph t his fall and get a closer 
look at t hose medals . We're proud 
to show t hem off, and it's one way 
we can say "thank you" for all 
your encouragement over the 
years. 

hy Jim N ugen t 
CSD Membership Developmen t 

Counselor 

If you chapter needs some ideas 
for chapter programming in t he 
fa ll season, or winter season, or 
spring season, try the following 
tapes which are available from 
the DMDC at no charge to your 
chapter. Ill 

" What 's Right With Our Socie
ty," with Bob Johnson 

" Lou Perry on Barbershop 
Singing'' 

" Entertainment According to 
Bud Thomas" 

Here's a unique family arrangement of Barbershoppers. No, J im Bagby, baritone of 
the Rural Route 4, has not joined a new quartet. He merely took advantage of the op· 
portuni ty to do a little woodshedding with his brother, his dad. and his uncle when they 
all got together during the Mid-Winter Convention in Tucson. On the left is our Jim (as 
everyone should know). Next to him is his Uncle Verne Bagby, a member of the South 
Bay, California, Chapter. Then comes Jim's brother, Mike Bagby, who sings with the 
Peninsula, California, Chapter. Finally, on the extreme righ t Is Jim's dad, Jack Bagby, 
who belongs to the Oklahoma City Chapter. Thanks to Jim for the photo - and we 
hope we got everybody right! 

" They' re Welcome as the 
Flowers in May" 

"8 Points to Fun" 
" Performance Package" 
These tapes are scheduled on a 

first come, fi rst served basis, so 
please place your orders early. 

Also available is the film, " Fred 
and Frank." This film is especial
ly usefu l for new member orienta
tion. 

Topeka helps celebrate 
Independence Day 

by Don Newman 
Topeka Chapter 

Topeka's Capitol City Chorus, 
under the direction of Don 
Newman, had a very busy 4th of 
J uly holiday. The chorus perform
ed at Topeka 's annual "Go 4th" 
celebra t ion, a 3-day event held on 
t he Washburn University Cam
pus. The Capitol City Chorus per
formed a half-hour show at center 
stage before an estimated 85,000 
people on hand for the evening's 
show of variety acts and the 
25-minute fireworks display. 

The Bona Fide Blend, the cur
rent Kansas Division quartet 
champions from Topeka also per
formed six 30-minute shows at 
Lawrence for " I ndependence 
Days" before an estimated 25,000 

(continued on page 13) 
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Semifinals finish conwention 
highlight for K.C. Connection 

by Rich Huyck 
K.C. Connection 

The 1986 International contest 
was a very special time for all of 
the members of the K.C. Connec
tion, since it was the first time for 
any of us to compete in a quartet 
at the International level. Walk
ing out on stage in front of all 
those people in the Salt Palace is 
the thrill of a lifetime. 

Needless to say, the excitement 
ran high when the K.C. Connec
tion was called to sing in 12th 
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Photo by Dick Stuart, courtesy of PROBE 

position in the semifinal round on 
Friday afternoon. The high point 
for the quartet was hearing the 
warm response from the audience 
as we were introduced for that 
semifinal appearance. 

There were other exciting 
moments, such as the Osmond's 
show and fireworks display on 
July 4th, and Larry's singing 
bass with the Innsiders quartet. 

The greatest moment was sav
ed for Saturday night - the Rural 
Route 4 were named 1986 Inter
national Champions! All Central 
States and especially HOA 
members and families went 
bonkers. These fine gentlemen 
were honored by all in attendance 
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- probably the most popular 
quartet since the Boston Com
mon. Truly a night to remember! 

Quartet Changes 

as of 7-18-86 

U nrenewed quartets 

Harmo-Knights 
Sioux Shine Boys 
4:30 A.M. 
Accutones 

-I ~IE_ ~URAL ROUTt~ 

ENCLOSED 1S A C11E<.K FOR __ RECORDS 

- ( ASSETTt= 1APE5 AT '-a.oo EPCH $ 

PWS ~ Loo POSTA~E PER Alf:>\JM ORTAPE. 

(mAOIAN ORDERS ADDSLOOl'fl~ ALBUM ffi TAPE 
5~0 TO'. RURAL ROVTE '"i 

e71~ E 51' .. TER~~ 
KANSAS crn, l'10 1.~ 1 ze1 

NAME ( ~·:tt..\") 
ADDRESS 

~ 

ANO/OR 

UT'J',STA1E,ZIP -------------

FARM IN OLD MISSOURI 

l WONDER W140'S /-'llL/<.ING- ~ERCOW 

~ECORD PLA'<ER ROUT I NE 

YES, INDEED 

LORD'S PRAYER 

l 1<E O•ST~1BVf 10\J, SALE OR AOvERT ISI NC, Of UNCfflCl.A.L 
RECORO•NC,S 1$ NOT A ~EP!IESENTATION THAT 11<E 
CONTENTS OF SUO-l 1=1E<ORDIN<;S AR~ AP!'ROl'RIATE 
FOR CONTEST USE. 
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VEEP'S 
IEWS 

By Paul Allen 
CSD Executive Vice President 

Are you planning to attend the 
District Fall Convention and Con
test in St. Joseph on the weekend 
of October 10-12? Who will be the 
new District Quartet Champion? 
Which chorus will represent the 
Central States District at the In
ternational Convention in Hart
ford, Connecticut, in 1987? Who 
runs the District? 

The only question I can answer 
at this time is, the House of 
Delegates runs the District. Each 
chapter elects or appoints a 

(continued on page13) 

(911t11c:t: 
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Attention, All CSD 
Choruses and Quartets 

All quartets and choruses in the Central States District are 
reminded of the new contest registration rules. You must send 
in your registration for contest at least FOURTEEN (14) days 
prior to the contest. Your entry must be postmarked not later 
than SEPTEMBER 26, 1986. All registered quartets and all eligi
ble choruses will receive an official entry form from the CSD 
Secretary, Ed Sundermeyer. If you have not received a form 
from Ed by the time you read this in the Serenade, contact Ed 
immediately. Your entry form is to be sent to the CSD 
Associate Contest and Judging Chairman, Ron Phillips, 826 
7th Street S.E., Mason City, Iowa 50401. 

Because of our new contest entry procedures and o ther rule 
changes, it is more important than ever that quartets and an of
ficial representative from your chorus attend the pre·contest 
briefings. These briefings will be held to minimum time so you 
will not be rushed any more than necessary. This is the only 
way we have of giving you last-minute information such as a 
change in time schedule, a cancellation, the place of A & R 
briefings, etc. 

TENOR - DEAN KRUSE 

Ron Phillips 
CSD Associate Contest 
and Judging Chairman 

tl1ll .. I~ 
J)l~l..HTJ~llY 

1978 ILL/NOIS DISTRICT CHAM PS 

" We deliver firs t-class harmony
with a SMILE! 

CONTACT: BOB CEARNAl 41 6 NORTH NINTH 
MASCOUTAH, ILllNOIS 62258 (618) 566·8574 

LEAD - KEN VOGEL 

~ 
~-7) 

David W . K rov$e 
4917 N . Bello ire 

~spBeIAL 
lJJjlJOUCk 

• RICK 

DAVE 
MATT 

BUD 

Kon sos Ci tv . MO 64119 
(816) 454-0755 

BARITONE - LEN BJELLA BASS - BOB NANCE 



Page 12 

From the 
Mail Box 

Wade Dexter , Eclitor: 
As a Presiden t and past 

Membership VP of a chapter, 
retention of members hip has 
always been one of our principal 
goals. Because of renewals occur
ring throughout the year, it is 
often difficult to keep a constant 
reten t ion campaign. If all 
renewals occurred on the same 
date, the chapter could stage one 
large retention campaign for the 
year. 

In adclition. there are the ac
counting and budgeting problems 
inherent in t ills type of scattered 
income flow. Wouldn 't Interna
tional and District level benefit 
from knowing what t hey have to 
work with financially for a whole 

?ltUuviL~ 
A BARBERSHOP QUARTET 

HAVE SHOW W ILL TRAVEL 

DEt.. BRANOT 

LE4'0 

CARY BROWN 

TC NOR 

WAY NE LAWHORN 

BASS 

OE AN BRIOGES 

8ARl 1QNC /C0N TACf MA N 

CS 15t 4 2 4 -! 90S 
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"Men of Note" 
The following Centra l States District Barbershoppers became "'Men of Note" or received 

additional awards during Apr il, May, and June of 1986: 
A-04 Chanute George Oickerhoff A-40 Wichita 
A-05 Grand Is land Donald Starr A-41 St. Louis 

Robert Jones Suburban 
A-06 Codnr Rapids 
A-07 Dodge City 
A-08 Davenport 

A-09 Des Moines 

A· LO Dubuque 
A-1 2 Sheldon 

A·l4 Sedalia 

A·l5 

A-20 Fremont 
A-23 Ottumwa 
A-34 Atlantic 
A-35 Kearney 
A-36 Springfield 

A-38 Black Huwk 
Metro 

Henry Biere 
J effrey Harris (21 
WilJiam Morse 
Delbert Menke 
Dick Carr uthers 
Bill Pratt 
Roger Spahr 
Phil Sperry 
Alvin Vogel 
Richn rd Mill er 
Wilmer Van Engen 
Dwayne Camarigg (2) 
John Brown 
Dean Homan 
Richard Brown 
James Cravens 
Ken Schuette 
Don Walley 
William Reed 
Marv Spellman 
Dick Kellermeyer 
Jim Pierce 
Don Foor 
Bob Chapman 
John Staut 
Jerry Silver 
Dennis Craun 
Mark Vaughn 

year? Certainly our Pay-as-you-
go-J oe program would take off. 
and new members could pay pro
rata the balance of any year they 
join. My question is then, is our 
current method set i.n concrete? If 
not, let's investigate the pos
sibilities. 

Larry C. Aspleaf 
President, 

Cedar H.apids Harmony Hawks 

( "ontai.:t: 
Ron .\'lnrdcn . I.I'(/(/ 
737 1-lth Place 
\\'c,I l)c, M Ollll"'· "'" '' '026' 
01 fo:c - ' I '-lJ' 2CX)I 
Home - '''·22~ 12IO 

Gar) \"crhocl. l <'nor kin P1l.c. Bass 

A-45 St. Charles 
A·48 Kansas City 

A-52 St. Louis No. I 
A-57 Centerville 
A-60 Lincoln 
A-62 Omaha 

A-63 Manhattan 

A·65 Viborg 
A-66 Sioux Fulls 
A·83 Mason City 

A-89 St. J oseph 
A·94 Florissant 

A·97 Algona 

Ron Stucky 
Bill Krack 
Gerald Schenck 
Steve H nrris 
Gerald Neidel 
.Jim Bagby 
Marvin Faulwell 
G il Lefholz (3) 
Manley Vance 
Dovid Krause (21 
Darrell McCune (21 
Charles Ramirez 
Ed Wo,rd 
Dean Karraker (2) 
Harold Stuan 
Don Hoegemeyer 
Melvin Kogele 
Bill Crane 
Lawrence Hansen 
Cary Mott 
Charles Lang 
James Gardner 
C utt.is Green 
David Nelson 
Rob Olson 
Jackson Wilcox 
Harold Arians 
Sum Goforth 
Edward Hobein 
Poul Roush 
Paul Wigley 
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AIC Scholarship 
(continued) 

ing I ," and " Creative St age 
Presence." My favorite class was 
" Arranging I," with Tom Gentry. 
Being a music educator, I felt as 
though my arranging skills were 
quite s ufficient, but Tom showed 
us many different chords and 
chord progressions, and how to 
properly voice t hem for barber
shop. 

Classes were great, but my best 
recollection of Harmony College 
was the tremendous fellowship 
among everybody there. Through 
all t he different backgrounds, we 
all had one thing in common - a 
love for singing barbers hop. That 
love bonded many close friend
ships that will last forever. I plan 
on making Harmony College a 
yearly experience. If you haven' t 
been there, I 've got one word for 
you - go! 

(Editor's note: Harold was one 
of the two CSD winners of Har
mony College scholarships award
ed by the Association of Interna
tional Champions. He was 
nominated by the Mason City 
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Chapter. The other CSD winner 
was Ric Moren of Beresford, SD, 
nominated by t h e Vi bor g 
Chapter.) 

Topeka helps -
(continued) 

people. That adds up to over 
100,000 people in t he state of 
Kansas who were exposed to 
barbershop harmony by the 
Topeka Chapter over a 2-day 
period. That must be some kind of 
record for t he State of Kansas, 
maybe even for the entire Central 
States District. 

Nodaway County Fair 
(continued) 

tainment on Saturday night, " 
said Alice Hersh, coordinator of 
the contest. Ms. Hersh stated 
they will try to present a contest 
next year if they can interest 
more quartets to enter. 

Many t hanks to Wally Bloss of 
St. Joseph and Bill Krondak of 
·Leavenworth who provided 
material for this article. 

Dave Ehst t !:NOR 

A~ Roger Nyberg I f.J\ l l 

W
~ 81ll Brander llAHl fON£ 
~ Buzz Haeger BA::.::. 

~ASLIG~~~t~~" 
A Barbershop Quartet 312 789· 1230 
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Pony Expressmen 
(continued) 

from the turn of the century to 
ultramodern. Famous cuisines are 
German, Mexican, Italian, Swiss, 
Chinese, and all-American. Plain 
or fancy, you'll eat, drink, and en
joy in St. Joseph. 

As we said before, all we need is 
you! 

St. Joseph, Missouri, invites 
you to make history - part of 
your enjoyment in one of 
America 's spirited cities! 

Veeps Views -
(continued) 

delegate to voice and vote his 
chapter's preference on issues 
such as budget, contest conven
tions, election of officers, and 
other business to be acted upon. 
So make sure your delegate is 
represented in October at the 
H ouse of Delegates meeting. If 
you and your delegate are in at
tendance, you 'll find first hand 
answers to the other questions 
above. 

See you in St. Joe - I hope! 
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Bulletin Browsing 

The Cody Choraliers of Leaven· 
worth will host a workshop involving 
the Leavenworth, Lawrence, Topeka, 
and Overland Park Chapters to be 
held in Leavenworth on Saturday, 
September 20th. For further details, 
contact Gerry Martin, 213 Bit· 
tersweet Lane, Lansing, KS 64043, 
telephone (913) 727·3678. 

And the Tri-statesmen of Dubuque 
are planning to join the Milwaukee 
(WI) Chapter and other a.rea chapters 
to sing the National Anthem prior at 
the Milwaukee Brewe,rs I Toronto 
Blue Jays baseball game on Sunday, 
September 14th. 

According to Nebraska Division 
Vice President Fred Teller, writing in 
tbs Plains Notes, edited by Ray 
Chagnon, there will be a class at this 
year's COTS for the new position of 
Music Vice President. Nominating 
committees a.re reminded to include a 
nominee for this position on your 
slate. 

We also read in Ray Chagnon's 
Plains Notes, the Hastings Chapter 
bulletin, that the Central Nebraska 
Chorus Festival is to be held on 
Saturday, September 20th, on the 

CALVIN YODER 
R.R. 2 Box 317 

Calvin Yoder. Lead 
Willard Yoder. Bass 
Jim Bagby. Baritone 

Don Kahl. Tenor 

Garden City. MO 64747 
Phone (816) 862-8343 

(Or} 

Hastings College campus right there 
in Hastings. The day·long session 
will bring together Barbershoppers 
from the Hastings, Kearney, Grand 
Island, and Lexington Chapters. The 
coaching staff wm include Jim 
Bagby, Dale Comer, Bill Rashleigh, 
and Dennis Sorge. Quite a bunch of 
talent! For details, contact Nebraska 
DVP Fred Teller at (402) 462·5229. 

For the first time in well over a 
year, we are again receiving a bulletin 
from the Iowa City Chapter. We can't 
tell whether the Old News is a newly 
published bulletin. or the editors Al 
Talbott and Gerry Miller, finally 
remembered to add the Serenade to 
their mailing list. In any event, it 's a 
well-put·together newsletter, and 
we're happy to be hearing from the 
Old Capitol Chorus on a regular basis 
once again. Al's address is 8181 
Walnut. Iowa City, IA 52240. 

In keeping with the old adage, 
" Charity begins at home," the Iowa 
City Chapter receptly presented a check 
for $700 to the Crisis Center in Iowa 
City. The money came from a special 
benefit performance by the Old 
Capitol Chorus back in May. In addi· 
tion, the Iowa City guys collected 
over a hundred dollars worth of food 
at the door for the Crisis Center's 
Food Bank. Good work, guys! 

LEAD 

DWIGHT ELLIS 

Don Reinhart has resigned as 
editor of Great Bend's Key Note and 
will be replaced by Travis Mecum. 

Here's a twist! The Hays chapter 
plans to hold their annual election of 
officers on August 28th! Most 
chapters d.rag their feet until the 
deadline of October 15th · or even 
later! The Hays move is intended to 
allow the new chapter officers more 
time to become better organized by 
appointing committees for the com· 
ing year. Good t hinking! 

The Davenport Chapter picked up 
32 new members over the past yea.r 
and a half, but is still losing lots of 
people th.rough job transfers, in· 
eluding Chapter President Keith 
Honnold, who is moving to Des 
Moines. 

Pride Piper editor Jerry Easter is 
planning to publish a special edition 
to describe all of the things that hap
pened to the Proud Image in Salt 
Lake City, one of which was to show 
that they are one of the 12 finest 
barbershop choruses in the world! 

Lots of folks who tried to get into 
the Mormon Tabernacle for the joint 

BARI 

AL SEVERT 

BARBERSHOP QU~RTET 
BASS 

DON FRASER 
TENOR 

WENDELL BURBANK 

7501 Ait lone • DH Moinea , Iowa • (!SIS) 276°3019 

Daryl Johanson 
Clyde Stant 

Ron Wallace 
Paul King 

, .. , .. ,,,,.,., H"mony .. 

I "/Jd11gffe/j MIPifca 
... with a Touch of Fun 

• • ~ . • . • • • • D , • • A . , I N C 

Paul King 
"17-866-5091 (Bus.) 

417 ·883-1 ().43 (Home) 

P.O. Box 1613, S.S.$. 
Springfield, MO 

65805-1613 CONTACT: Dr. Herschel ~frovd. 36olO Drury ln .•. Topeko, K•. 666().1, 913/272.()6:10 
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1 ~ Morman Tabernacle Choir I Vocal 
Majority concert on Sunday morning 
of the Convention weekend are 
wondering why International sold 
nearly 8,000 tickets when the Taber
nacle seats only 6,500! 

SPEBSQSA Membership Summary 

Ahoy, Iowa City Barbershoppers! 
There is a fellow by the name of 
Raleigh Block, who is transferring 
from Appleton, WI, to your fair city 
to "lead the operation of a mill" 
there. That's all we've been able to 
glean from the Pitch Piper, the Land 
O'Lakes District bulletin, edited by 
David Olson. The guy has been a 
member of the Appleton Chapter and 
the Unlawful Assembly quartet. 
Don't let him fall through the cracks, 
guys! 

No confidence? We understand 
that the Missouri Valley Music Com
pany did not have a second set of 
songs for the semifinals at Salt Lake 
City! In fact, when it turned out they 
had made the cut in the quarter·finals 
on Thursday, lead Jon Ellis had to 
cancel plans to fly out of SLC on Fri· 
day morning. Wonder what they 
would have done if they had made the 
finals! We found this bit in the 
Omaharm.onizer, the Omaha Chapter 
bulletin, edited by Alan Wagner. 

Elsewhere in the Society, Ray 
Danley has resigned as director of the 
Dukes of Harmony, claiming disap
pointment with their drop from an In
ternational Chorus Championship in 

SPEBSQSA membership ....• .... . 
SPEBSQSA chapters •. .. . . ....... 
CSD membership .... ....... .... . 
CSD chapters ..•.... .....•.... .. 
CSD Divisions 

Eastern Iowa .. .. . .• . . ......... 
Western Iowa ... ..... .....•... 
Kanaaa .. . •. . .. . . ....•... . . .. 
Mlasourl ....•.... ............ 
Nebraska .. . . ................ . 
South Dakota . .... ........... . 

Licensed CSD chapters 
Ellsworth, KS . •......... . ..... 
Lexington, NE ......... .. ..... . 
Boonvllfe, MO •... . .. . .. . ... ... 

1977 and 1980 to a fifth place finish 
at Salt Lake City .... And the new 
director of the St. Petersburg (FL) 
Chorus is Dick Chacos, lead of the 
Four Statesmen, 1967 International 
Quartet Champs ... . And here's a 
rumor that will interest you Most 

Happy Fellows fans, especially those 
of you who caught their swan song 
performance during the AIC show at 
SLC. We've heard that Mo Rector, 
our Society's first two-time gold 
medal winner (the Gay Notes in 1958 
and Mark IV in 1969), will be joining 
the Fellows and that they will not be 

8-30-85 4-30-85 
37,849 • 37,713 

821 819 
2,519 2,402 

59 60 

604 
360 
481 
529 
329 
216 

598 
348 
457 
511 
308 
180 

20 
20 

8-3Q.88 
37,376 

823 
2,491 

60 

617 
356 
470 
543 
325 
181 

20 
20 
23 

retiring! It'll be interesting to see 
what happens with that one .... 

MV 
benchmarks barbershop quartet 

MISSOURI VALLEY MUSIC COMPANY 

MC 
borbersnop quartet 

Contact: Jon Ell is 
John Vaughan tenor 
Jon Ellis lead 
leil Erickson boritone 
Dove Pinkoll boss 

l~t 
J•tidmnfilrt 
~narltt 

2011 So. 145 Ave. 
Omaha. Nebraska 68144 
(402) 334-7803 home 

(402) 339-91n business 

2031 PARl<VIE W 

FREMONT. NEBRASKA 68025 
402-721-3689 

JOHN ERICKSON TENOR 

BEN WILLIAMS LEAD 

JIM FOLEY BARI 

8AABEASH0P O U AA TEl 

RANDY 

S TAN 

PETE 
RANDY 

CONTACT RANDY WEIR 

1105 STE VENS COURl 

MAR S '1ALL 10WN IOWll 5 0 158 
51 5.752.0021 
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~Um 
M~ AT.THE FOAT! 

MEET Come To 

FORT DODGE 
for the Spring '87 Prellms 

• ti's the Fort Dodge Chapte(s 

40th Anniversary 

1986 
CENTRAL STRTES1 DISTRICT CALENDAR 

September November 

6 "Quartet Follies" - Kansas City 
13 Waukon Show 

1 Elkader Show 
7-8 Dubuque Show 

27 Sheldon Show 

October 

4 Nebraska City Show 
10-12 CSD Fall Convention 

8 Chanute Show 
8 Hastings Show 

15 Great Bend Show 
15 Overland Park Show 

Chapter and other major events will not be 
announced in the CSD Calendar unless they 
have been cleared through the CSO 
Secretary. 

Howard Johnson's North 
Des Moines, Iowa 

November 22 and 23, 1986 
Plan Now to Attend 


