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CSD Groups/Members shine at Louisville International Convention! 
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It was definitely CSD's year 
in Louisville! On Friday, the 
first CSD champion to be 
crowned was in the College 
Quartet competition, where Vo
cal Spectrum were literally run
away winners, achieving a score 
higher than any other college 
quartet - ever- had previously 
accomplished! Our other two 
college quartet competitors, Del
uge and Smor gaschords also 
made fine showings, coming in 
12th and I 9th respectively. Col
!cge quarteting in CSD is defi-

By Ron Morden, PRESIDENT 

nitely the benchmark other 
districts seek to emulate - and 
with good reason! 

Saturday's chorus competi
tion brought our second CSD 
winners, the 160 voice Ambas
sadors of Harmony, earning 
their (and CSD's) first Interna
tional Chorus championship, 
scoring an impressive 92.7 per
cent score! The Heart of Amer
ica chorus also sang at the "A" 
level, achieving 13th place in an 
extremely tough contest. 

The quartet finals saw n •h 
Street Rag mic testing, having 
achieved the 11th place spot. 3 
Men & A Melody earned 1 oth 
place ranking, their first time as 
International Finalists. 

Other awards earned by CSD 
members and groups included 
the St. Joseph, Mo., C hapter, 
who recruited more new mem
bers in 2003 (26) than any other 
chapter in the Society. AOH di
rector Jim Henry was presented 
with the MENC's National Mu
sic Educator of the Year award. 

CSD members also received 
several PROBE awards as well. 
Dick DeLorm (Lincoln, Neb.) 
won first place award in the 2003 
IBC (Hard Copy category) com
pet1t10n. Top honors in the 
Online category went to David 
Haase (Iowa City, Iowa). The 
2003 P.R. Officer of the year 
(single event) honors went to 
Fred Teller (Hastings, Neb.) 
while P.R. Officer 0f the year 
(year-long program) was earned 
by Hal Maples (St Charles, 
MO). 

CSD couldn't be prouder of 
all our competitors. To all, we 
say, "Congratulations on your 
achievements!" J:i 

Society for the "Preservation and "Encouragement of'Barber Shop Quartet Singing In Jlmerlca. 1nc:. 
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Has your chapter thought about 
hosting a convention? 
By James Fisher, VP EVENTS 

Is your chapter interested in hosting a CSD spring or fall convention? 
The CSD convention team is currently accepting proposals for the fol
lowing conventions: · 

2006 spring convention to be held April 21-23 
2007 spring convention to be held April 20-22 

2007 fall convention to be held October 5-7 
Hosting a convention is an exciting opportunity for your chapter to 

work together to promote this great hobby that we all enjoy. Please con
tact Roy Sullivan, convention chairman, or me for more information 
about hosting a convention. fl 

2004 Central States District Officers 
President .... ............ .................. ......... ........... .... .. Ron Morden 
7059 Andrews Terr .. Panora, IA 50216-8705 641-755-3217 Ronmorden@aol.com 

Immediate Past President .................................... Bill McLaurine 
1862 Dougherty Estates Dr., Manchester, MO 63021 636-256-0151 Billm6302 l@earthlink.net 
Executive Vice President .......... ........... ........ ...... . Byron Myers Sr. 
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5503 Chief Wapello Rd., Agency, IA 52530 641 -937-5283 Randydavis@lycos.com 
VP Membership Development .. ......... ...................... Dale Neuman 
816 W. 121" St., Kansas City, MO 64 145 816-942-9091 neumand@umkc.edu 

VP Events .......................................................... J ames Fisher 
I 050 I Crabapple Rd. S.E., Agency, MO 6440 I 816-253-9690 j fisher@angus.org 

VP Chapter Support and Leadership Training .............. Don Fuson 
13029 Alhambra, Leawood, KS 66209 913-897-0625 donfuson@yahoo.com 

VP Music and Performance ................ ... . ............. John Vaughan 
P.O. Box 736, Hudson, IA 50643-0736 319-988-4558 jvaughan5 l@aol.com 

VP Chorus Director Development .......................... Larry Knipfer 
420 Oak St., Box 394, Hill, Iowa 52235 3 19-679-2452 knips@ia.net 
VP Contest and Judging .......................................... Jim Bagby 
8714 E. 57•h Terr., Kansas City, MO 64129 816-737-0308 jimbagby@juno.com 

VP District Harmony Foundation ........... ....... ... . . ... Dean Beckman 
907 E. 4th St., Vinton, Iowa 52349 319-472-2882 deanancy@fmtcs.com 

VP Young Men in Harmony .................................. David Pinkall 
130 South William.Fremont, NE 68025 402-727-161 3 dpinkall@neb.rr.com 
Secretary ....................................................... Mark Fuerniss 
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Treasurer . . ... . .............................................. Paul Cartwright 
4216 92nc1 Ct., Urbandale, IA 50322-1495 515-278-8656 pdcartwright@excite.com 

Barbershopper of the Year - 12'h Street Rag 
Hall of Fame - Gary Drown 
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What is CDWI ? 
Larry Knipfer, VP CHORUS DIRECTOR DEVELOPMENT 

Chorus Directors Workshop Intensive (CDW!). 
This is a great opportunity for chorus directors to 
improve their directing skills. Five chorus direc
tors are personally invited by the CDWI trainers. 
The day begins with the directors meeting with the 
trainers in a roundtahle discussion during which 
they identify two skills to be practiced in the after
noon in front of a live chorus. Each director is 
videotaped whi le directing the chorus on two occa
sions. Following each directing session, the direc
tors review the videotape with one of the trainers 
for instant feedback. In some instances, other peo
ple will be attend ing as observers or apprentice 
trainers. 

Two of these workshops are planned each year. 
Watch for announcements for when and where the 
next workshop will be held. I have personally at
tended a CDW! and would highly recommend it for 
any director who is interested in improving their 
ski lls. If you want more detailed information 
please contact me at 319-679-2452 or knips@ia.net 
or larrv@knipfer.org 

Let me add my personal congratulations to the . 
Ambassadors and Vocal Spectrum for a fantastic 
International championship. Let's not forget the 
great job done by the other participants from CSD. 
We' re proud! 1' 

Visit the CSD History Room 
More new displays this fall 
By Jim Nugent, HISTORIAN 

New additions planned for the Historical Display 
Area will be from the years 1954, 1964, 1974, 1984 
and 1994. Other additions are a giant size photo
graph of the Orphans and an interactive display of 
the judge/backstage/emcee lighting system still 
used in many Society contests. 

Stop by and see the video "What Are We Trying to 
Preserve?" 

ANNOUNCEMENT! 
SUPER SATURDAY 

EXTRAVAGANZA 
IN OMAHA! 
By Ron Morden, president 

This year's fall convention weekend has 
some exciting changes! The usual Past 
Champs' show, put on by the Association 
of Central States Champions (ACSC), is 
being moved to Saturday night so they can 
present a "reely beeg shew," as Ed Sullivan 
would have put it. 

Following shortly after the conclusion of 
the quartet finals, and in the same 
venue, this special show will begin and it 
will top even the Spectacular that was put 
on in Springfield, Mo., several years ago to 
celebrate the district's soth anniversary! 

The show will be emceed by a certain CSD 
member of a past International Champion quartet 
and will feature several one-time-only presenta
tions. In addition to the regular cast, which in
cludes several past district champions, we'll be 
commemorating 1th Street Rag's 10th anniversary as 
CSD champs, along with a possible appearance by 
Special Touch to commemorate the 20111 anniver
sary of their CSD championship. 

To top off the festivities, in addition to the 
new quartet champions, there will be a presentation 
by Vocal Spectrum, our own newly-crowned In
ternational College Quartet Champions, who totally 
blew away their competition in Louisville. The 
crowning glory for the evening will be a perform
ance by none other than CSD's first International 
Chorus Champions, the Ambassadors of Harmony 
from St. Charles, Mo.! 

All this, along with other possible special pres
entations! This is an event that.no one should miss, 
so get your convention registrations in soon, mak
ing sure to buy the super registrat ion that includes 
admission to the special Saturday showcase of 
CSD 's top talent! 1' 
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A Big or Party in Omaha! Finally some answers 
By Roy Sullivan, CONVENTIONS CHAIRMAN 

Wow! Did CSD kick some tail in Louisvi lle or 
WHAT? I daresay there was not another district in 
the whole Society that had as much success as 
CSD, with our first-time gold medalists, the Am
bassadors of Ha rmony, the top I01

h and l l 1
h fin

ish, respectively, of 3 Men & A Melody and 121
h 

Street R ag, and of course the totally A WEsome 
record-breaking performance of Vocal Spectrum 
in the Collegiate Quartet contest! And that's just 
on the competition stage! We also collected 'gold" 
in noncompetition areas, too, as we had the Inter
national Bulletin Editor of the Year; the PR Officer 
of the Year fo r a year-long event; the PR Officer of 
the Year for a single event; and On-Line Bulletin 
Editor of the Year! 

Well , we're just gonna hafta throw ourselves a 
Big 01' Party in Omaha to honor such GREAT ac
complishments! And it wouldn ' t be much of a 
party without YOU, so go to the CSD Website, 
centralstatesdistrict.com, RIGHT NOW and send in 
your Super Registration and your Housing form. 
The Super Registration is a little higher ($5) 
than usual, 'cuz we're combining the Association of 
Central States Champions Show of Friday night 
with a very special Showcase on Saturday night, 
and it'll be in the Music Hall immediately fo llow
ing the quartet finals. Not only will you and 2000+ 
of our closest friends get to hear the newly
crowned CSD quartet and chorus champs, but also 
all the ACSC Past Champs plus special perform
ances by Vocal Spectrum and the Ambassadors 
of Harmony! It'll be the CSD Event of the Year, 
and you don't want to miss it! 

Another exciting, new "event'' taking place in 
Omaha will be the insta llation of your new C D 
officers fo r the coming year. This usually takes 
place at COTS, but President Ron wanted to give 
the officers and their ladies more recognition by 
doing it at the fall convention. And CSD Historian 
Jim Nugent has organized more highlight displays 
for the years '64, ' 74, ' 84 and '94, so those will be 
"don' t miss," too! 

It all adds up to a Big 01' Party in Omaha Octo
ber 8-l 0, so git yerself on up thar, ya hear? And 
we're always looking for contests sites, so don ' t 
just THINK about bidding for one, DO IT! P 

By John Marshall, SOCIETY BOARD MEMBER 

I wrote in the last Serenade that I hoped to have 
some answers for you about the decisions that we 
were making on a number of subjects. Well , I fi
nally have some, not all of them mind you, but 
some. 

While we don't have the completed vision state
ment, (believe me we have worked hard on this 
one) we do have the essence of it in the core values 
and the other work of the "Envisioning Taskforce" 
(information to be found on the Society Website if 
you want to see it). We will finish that statement. 
but those documents give us the information we 
need to proceed. 

One of the questions many people have had is 
what the name of the Society will be in the future . 
While there was discussion of significant name 
change to better attract men to our Society, the data 
from surveys of members, potential members and 
past members showed that the "Barbershop Har
mony Society" was the best name to serve us into 
the foreseeable future. We will keep the official name 
of SPEBSQSA and do business under the Barber
shop I larmony Society. We have in fact unoffi
cia lly been doing that already, so we really haven 't 
made much change there, but we can now move on 
to consider a new logo to use in marketing. 

We also have approved the new marketing plan 
and it will be rolled out shortly. You can find the 
details lis ted on the Society Website, search words 
marketing plan. Many of you will have already dis
covered that we have hired Todd Wilson of Acous
tix fame as our new marketing director and it 
should be a very good choice. Todd comes to us 
with extensive experience in marketing, with a 
strong business background and extensive knowl
edge of our hobby and the Society. I can't imagine 
a better choice. 

We now can get about the job of locating a new 
place to call home. It is always possible we will 
stay in Kenosha, but I suspect we may be looking 
fo r a larger metropolitan area with better airline 
connections as well as a larger pool of potential 
employees. As soon as I know, I wi ll let you know. 

I don't think there are too many of you who 
have not heard that there has been a reorganization 
of the Society office and that we have reduced the 
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staff significantly. It was a job that was overdue mice, choose chorus or quartet, and fill out the 
and when Don Harris was hired, it was with the fo rm. It 's so simple, even I can do it. There 's even 
understanding that we could not continue to budget a comment box (a chance for you to include such in
for that number of staff. It should have been done fo rmation as "yes, I promise, we really are all four 
earlier, but with Darryl retiring it did not make novices," or "we 'd love to sing first so we can see the 

rest of the contest" or "please don' t make us follow sense for him to make significant changes and then 
those boobs from Orlagwocky again - they were so have the new person have to live with someone 
bad the aud ience kept booing all the time we were on else's decisions. ln any case, there have been many 
stage.") 

changes and I look forward to working with the Seriously, any chorus can request being in the 
new structure and people we have in place. pre-draw for the No. I singing spot; then all others 

I believe the future of the Society is bright and it wi ll be drawn at random. Before the recent shakeup 
is a good time to be in the middle of things, but it is at Harmony Hall, there also was supposed to be a 
a critical time in our history and everyone needs to revision to the form to include a line for you to indi
pull together to keep what we have and expand into cate how many sections of risers you'd prefer. I 
the future . fJ don't know if that (the update) is going to happen in 

Omaha: CSD will face 
tough act to follow 
By Jim Bagby, C&J VEEP 

They tell me that if you go outside on a still 
night and cock an ear to the southeast, you can still 
hear the excited chants echoing up from Kentucky: 
"CSD, CSD, CSD." 

And those proud Louisville accomplishments 
mean we'll all have a tough act to follow this fall in 
Omaha. When was the last time someone other 
than St. Charles - excuse me, International cham
pion St. Charles - was the AAA Central States 
District chorus champion? 

What quartets are ready to fo llow in the foot
steps of our top ten 3 Men & A Melody and Number 
11 (7 points back) 12'h Street Rag? OK, so one an
swer is obvious: our new Society Collegiate champs, 
Vocal Spectrum, who smoked the competition with 
record numbers at Freedom Hall. 

So we know it' s gonna be a barn-burner October 
weekend, in a Cornhusker city with a history of host
ing successful conventions. It also could be one that 
produces a record number of quartet entrants, judging 
by early entries. Be prepared to come early and sing 
late, or at least be evaluated late. 

The quartet competition opens Friday afternoon 
(Oct. 8), with half the field singing then and half at 
night. We anticipate upwards of three-dozen quar
tets, including novices and senior fo ursomes. THE 
DEADLINE FOR ENTERING IS SEPT 23. 

To enter your quartet or chorus, go to the di strict 
Web site: centralsta tesdistrict.com and click on 
CONVENTIONS. Next, right under the four dancing 

time for the fall contest, but we ' ll do our best to ac
commodate the number of sections you prefer. More 
to come on that. (The change was requested because 
the form did say "risers _" and some folks were 
responding "yes." Sigh.) 

Once you 've entered, you should hear back from 
me within 2-3 days. If you don' t, it' s a good idea to 
fo llow with an e-mail (jbagby3@kc.rr.com) or a 
phone call (816 73 7-0308). This is important: you 
are not entered until you receive e-mail confirma
tion from me. If the contact person for your group is 
a tenor, call him and read him that last sentence ... you 
know, just as a backstop. 

We have a top-notch triple judging panel as
signed, including CSD alumni Bill Rashleigh, David 
Leeder and Dr. Hank Hammer. Quartet evaluations 
for all but the top I 0 wi II be Friday night; chorus 
evaluations will be in the auditorium immediately 
after the competition - with all of your guys invited 
- and the top 10 quartets will be evaluated Saturday 
night. 

I know I don' t have to say this, but entering your 
quartet or chorus is an entirely separate process from 
ordering convention registrations (or hotel rooms). 
Look for that information elsewhere in this Sere
nade. And I know I don 't have to tell you that every 
competing member must have a convention registra
tion, and that every competing member must be cur
rent on his dues. And I don ' t have to tell you that we 
have a sneaky convention comptroller who goes into 
Society records to be sure that is the case. So I won' t 
mentio.~ that. 

If you have a question about any part of the com
petition process, don ' t hesitate to give me a holler. 
Good luck, and I look forward to seeing you in 
Omaha! fJ 
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Chapter marketing plan 
By Randy Davis, VP MARKETING/PR 

The Society is expending a great deal of money 
and effort to determine what step can be taken to im
prove our external image. Officially ca lling our
selves the Barbershop Harmony Society was one of 
these changes voted on by the International board at 
the convention in Louisville. Another change man
dated by the board is to take effect in 2005 requ iring 
all chapters of 25 members or larger to have a mar
keting/pr position on their boards and strongly rec
ommending that all chapters adopt this change. Now 
is the time to be looking for a person to fill th is posi
tion . 

Don' t take this position lightly. Find an enthusi
astic, energetic type that will aggressively seek out 
media contacts and use them to your chapter's best 
advantage. Many of the chapters al ready have re
markable people doing their marketing and some 
even won PROBE honors in Louisville. Other chap
ters have either not appointed anyone to do the job or 
simply have not done anything other than advertise 
their annual show. 

Marketing your product is one of the most impor
tant things you can do draw in new members, in
crease the number of performances you are invited to 
and increase that bottom line that your treasurer 
harps about every month. It is as simple as this, if the 
public does not know you are there, the chances of 
you getting hired are slim to none. The same is true 
for membership. 

You need to publish your rehearsal times and lo
cations regularly. Write articles to your local news
papers about performances and include photos for 
their viewing. Provide them with interesting, well
written articles and develop a close one-on-one rela
tionship with your local media contacts. Do whatever 
you can, whenever you can to get your chapter name 
in front of the public. 

Another thing our International marketing team 
would like to do is track the number of med ia con
tacts our local chapters and quartets have during the 
year. This will be done in quarterly reports to your 
district marketing/pr coordinator. 

A simple report is all that is requ ired with just the 
number of articles written, number of articles with 
photos and so forth. No details of the articles are 
needed, j ust the raw numbers. This wou ld also be a 
good time to start keeping track of these figures as 
we will be sending in a report for the third quarter of 
this year. fl 

I'll be seeing you - in Omaha! 
At the fall CSD convention and competition 
By Bill Crowell, CO-CHAIR, PAPILLION HOST TEAM 

Ask a barbershop convention attendee what 
he/she liked best about the convention and you 
would get a variety of answers. They would in
clude the past champs show (on Saturday instead of 
Friday this year), the quartet competition, the cho
rus competition and the non-competitive events 
scheduled. The answers might include any of the 
elements of a convention from the hotel to the 
venue or the convention city. 

When you attend the fall CSD convention to be 
held in Omaha on October 8, 9, and IO of 2004, 
there will again be a variety of things from which to 
choose your favorite. For instance, you'll get a big 
surprise when you listen to the Friday mike testers! 
The quartet and chorus competition will be the best 
yet! The Papillion team and Bev Griffith have a 
unique and entertaining Ladies' Breakfast planned. 

You wi ll be able to pay a nominal fee and sing 
with the Jurassic Larks! You can learn a " Free and 
Easy" song and practice your music skills at the same 
time by signing up for "Free and Easy' Review. 
You will be able to practice and apply the basics of 
vocal production by s igning up for the " Vocal Pro
duction" classes taught by Dwaine Price, a well
known Omaha area music educator and voice teacher. 

You will be able to learn a tag or woodshed and 
become a member of AHSOW (incidentally, both 
Toban Dvor etzky, President of AHSOW and 
Steve Shannon, Executive Vice President, will 
be her e in the AHSOW room this year!) You 
can take part in the mass sing to be held at the Mu
sic Hall right after the chorus contest. This year 
there will be a Super Showcase on Saturday night 
featuring the Ambassadors of Harmony, the new 
International Chorus Champions. In addition, we 
will honor 3 Men and A Melody, and 12111 Street 
Rag, who were 10 and 1 L respectively, at the In
ternational Quartet Competition and Vocal S pec
trum, the International College Quartet winner! 

Why not register for the fall convention and see 
for yourself? Pick your "favorite" from among the 
many activities and events planned. Bring your 
family and your friends. (Did you know you 
could register a non-family member using your 
member number? You may.) 

I'll be seeing you - in Omaha. fl 
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Central States l adies• Breal!f ast 
Saturday, October 9, 2004 

8:00-10:00 a.m. 

A great morning is planned for the ladies attending the Fall Central States District Convention. The 
Papillion Chapter invites you to enjoy: 

• A delicious sit down breakfast of orange juice1 cheese blintz w/strawberry compote1 

home-fried potatoes1 bacon strips1 pastries1 and coffee or tea. 
• Special music by CSD Semi-Finalist quartet "Grandstand" 
• Entertainment by Omaha's fabulous "Dancing Crannies" (you'll wish you were old 

enough to join 'em/ 
• Great door prizes! 

Seating is limited so order your tickets right away!! 
Join us in the Ballroom at the DoubleTree Headquarters Hotel. Tickets are $13.75. 

Complete the attached reservation form and mail it along with a check or money order (payable to CSD 
Fall Convention, SPEBSQSA) by September 301

\ 2004. 

Mail to: CSD 2004 Convention Ladies' Breakfast 
c/o Bev Griffith 
7014 Balsam Ct. 
La Vista, NE 68128 

CSD Laoies' Break.fast 
Saturoa~1 October 91 2004 

(Reservation Deaoline - September 301 2004) 

(Please print) (Phone) 

Chapter _ _ _ _ ___ _ _ _ _____ _ 

Number of tickets needed ($13.75 ea.) ____ Amount Enclosed$ ___ __ _ 
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NEWS FROM OUR 

DISTRICT QUARTETS 

Jurassic Larks 
By Victor Neilsen, TENOR 

LARKS TAKEN IN BY OPERA SINGER! 

When the Larks performed on our own show in 
April, we were surprised when lowa-.born Sim~n 
Estes, renowned bass-baritone opera smger was m 
attendance and joined the chorus on stage for "God 
Bless America." He then invited the chorus to per
form at his Inaugural Benefit Concert to raise funds 
for nursing scholarships that next weekend. And 
he introduced the Larks personally, another barber
shop high. Now he wants us all to go on tour with 
him next spring. Can it get any better? 

Well, yes, the show at Princeton, Illinois was 
pretty neat when our host turned out to be a ~barter 
member of the Ames chapter, Don Burton. And 
the show at Black River Falls, Wisconsin, was 
mighty nice, too. We met Undercover. (That's a 
Sweet Adelines "double quartet minus one.") 

We stayed busy this spring and summer per
forming at one retirement, one reception, one in
surance convention, one senior citizens' luncheon, 
one Emeritus Doctors Staff dinner, one Regional 
Model A Club banquet, one high school reunion, 
one Investment Company picnic, one community 
band shell dedication and the opening ceremonies 
of the Iowa Senior Olympics (the word senior 
seems to crop up a lot lately). Plus some chorus 
performances. 

We have a busy schedule for the rest of the 
year, including a show in Baraboo, Wisconsin,_ at 
the historic Ringling Theater. It was patterned after 
the opera house in the Palace at Versailles, so it ought 
to be an awesome place to sing. However, we 
surely can find an open date for you for ne~t. spring. 

We are also looking forward to unveiling our 
new "natty attire" at the fall CSD convention 
(is "new leisure suits" an oxymoron?), but with all 
the GOLD now in CSD, you might now even no
tice. But then you might. But whatever you do, 
DON'T miss the ACSC Past Champions show this 
fall in Omaha. It just might be the MOST spec
tacular show EVER. 1' 

Backward Gninnalp 
By Don Fuson 
VP CHAPTER SUPPORT AND LEADERSHIP TRAINING 

Yep. We normally look backward and recog
nize something that we overlooked. 

For instance, NOW is the right time for each 
chapter officer to identify a successor (either this 
year or for the future) to help the chapter. 

- Now is also the time for each chapter member to 
find out how best they can support the chapter and 
our hobby. 

Now is the time to confirm that the 2005 Chap
ter Nominating Committee has completed the Slate 
of Officers and scheduled the chapter elections by 
October 15, 2004. 

Now is the time to look in advance of ways to 
improve the processes that each chapter will re~eat 
for the holiday chorus season. Other events might 
include installation banquet(s), annual chapter 
show, new public relations and marketing effor.ts 
for chapter sponsors, membership involvement m 
doubling the guest lists that are tomorrow's future 
society members, etc. 

At the recent Louisvi lle International conven
tion, we experienced some outstanding music hap
penings on stage and also in classrooms. In 
particular, the Society CSLT Committee held a 
seminar on Project Management. 

The Four Steps to Successful Project Manage
ment: 

1. Defining the Project. 
2. Careful definition of each step in the life of 

the project, with dependencies between steps. . 
3. Implementing the Project, including modi

fying during the life of the project as requir~d. 
4. Complete the Project and Evaluating Suc

cess - including reaching a "'measurable goal" that 
is obvious to chapter members and providing writ
ten feedback for chapter archives. 

There is a lot of information that would help 
each chapter in dealing with the goals that each 
chapter has. 

Don' t wait until the end to look back on what 
you did without first looking forward to where ~ou 
want to be. That will turn Gninnalp into effective 
PLANNING. 1' 
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YMIH happenings 
By Dave Pinkall, VP YOUNG MEN IN HARMONY 

Among all the great accomplishments of Central 
States competitors this year was the crowning of 
CDS's own Vocal S pectrum as the 2004 Interna
tional Collegiate Quartet Champions. They wowed 
the entire convention, and appear to be poised for 
some big things in future district and international 
competitions. 

Young quartets like Vocal Spectrum come about 
as the result of chapters taking the time to put em
phasis on programs that introduce young singers to 
the barbershop style of music. The CSD has a 
strong history of support for Youth Outreach pro
grams, but we know that we can do even better. 

The Central States District is eager to support 
chapters that have an interest in devdoping youth 
outreach .acti vi ties, and the Association of Central 
States Champions has vowed to support such ac
tivities by providing CSD champion quartets to 
perform for youth outreach clinics. 

This is a great time to plan youth outreach ac
tivities for your chapter for the coming year. They are 
a lot of fun for members, and provide the opportunity 
fo r young singers to learn about our style of music. 

For information, assistance, or to inquire about 
securing a CSD Quartet Champion for your activities, 
contact Dave Pinkall at dpinkall@ neb.rr.com. fl 

Senior quartets 

Fall planning information 
By Mark Fuerniss,sECRETARY 

Senior quartets who plan to compete in the seniors 
quartet contest in Omaha or who are t hinking about 
competing, please notify Mark Fuerniss, district sec
retary of your intentions. Seniors quartets are not 
designated as such in the Society printouts so we do 
not know who you are and, therefore, cannot auto
matically provide you with the required entry fo rms. 

The completed entry forms must be in the hands 
of Jim Bagby, VP for Contest and Judging, two 
weeks before the contest. 

If you plan to compete or are lhinking of compet
ing, notify Mark Fuerniss, CSD Secretary, 1500 
South 77 Street, Li ncoln, NE 68506-1703; (402) 486-
4799; e-mail: lonniemark@navix.net to receive the 
required entry form. fl 

• Jll~SSf C lA~KS 

~: 
Vince 'finger 
24 08· S3rd Street 

1998 INTERNATIONAL 
SENIORS QUARTET 

CHAMPIONS 

'1! ii ~'ff! 
v~ E~ l;.W. Du M;ines, IA S03 I 0 

SIS-991·6036 or SIS-2SS·S668 
l•ternet: www .Jurassic Larks .com 
Jur11mlarkt@juft6.t6lft OR ~yi•ger@msn.com 

Featumg Parodies and 
Ot~er P11h l1ttri0t l 

11 ....... 

QUALITY ACAPPELlA F OR ALL OCCASIONS 

-,, MEJV 
Chris · Tenor 2 
Brad · Baritone 7 ~ ~ 

~.ELO-\) 

Eric· Lead 

Brian · Bass 

International Seml·Flnalist Qualifying Quartet 
Contacts: 816-360-3501 
Rev) EDcrks@aol.com Stephens. brad@principal.com 

Comedy sells tickets! 
Smiles and laughs create memorable shows! 

Let 

TONE-HENGE 

(clockwise) 
01' Keith, 01' Bruce, 01' Dan, 0 1' Ji m 

We may be old but we're funny , and won' t charge a 
whole lot of money . 

Our forte is gags and we know tons of tags , and 
Folks say our act is a "HONEY I" 

Give your audience a real treat 
MfllfE ·eM LllVGH 

with TONE-HENGE 
2001 CSD Seniors Champs, 2002 Buckeye Comedy s ilver medalists 

Just call Keith Schweer: 1-913-648-0121, or 
email keithschweer@aol.com 
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Central States District Convention Housing Form 
October 8 - 1 O, 2004 

Hosted by the Papillion Chapter 

Page 11 

Fully completed registrations from individuals, quartets and choruses received by August 1, 2004, will 
be eligible for the drawing to be roomed in the headquarters hotel. 

Deadline to submit hotel registration is September 13, 2004; show all persons occupying room. 

Name: _____________ _ _____ _ · Phone: ...._ _ _._ _________ _ 
Address: --------------- - --- E-mail : - ------------

Zip Code:------------

-------- Departure Date: ------------

City: -------------- State: ____ _ 

Arrival Date & Time: -------

** SPECIAL NOTE: If only one name is listed on this form, you will automatically be assigned a single bed 
room. Please list all names staying in the room: 
1) 2) ________ ______ ~ 

3) _____ ___ _______ __ 

Please indicate your first (1) , second (2), third (3) or fourth (4) hotel.choice in line by the hotel. 
Room rates listed DO NOT include taxes. 

DoubleTree Headquarters hotel 
$89.00 Single or Double/Double 
Parking $6.00 per day 

__ Omaha Downtown Courtyard by Marriott 
$99.00 King or Double/Double 

Park Inn 
$74.00 Single or Double/Double 

Non Smoking __ Smoking __ 

If you require special needs for housing, please indicate: 

Best Western Redick Plaza 
$79.00 Single or Double/Double 
Free shuttle to contest site 

Sheraton Downtown Omaha 
$89.00 
Parking $7.00 per day 

_ _ Country Inn & Suites 
$77.00 2 queens or 1 king 

Complimentary continental "plus" breakfast 

Note: To guarantee reservations, the first nights stay must be paid in advance by credit card. Reservations that are 
not guaranteed are held until 4:00 p. m. Price does not include tax. The hotels will not accept individual or group 
reservations. 

Guarantee room by credit card: Type of Card: --------- ---

Card#----------------.---- Signature: 

Exp. Date:-----

Submit housing form to: LARRY WARRICK • 2603 Lynner Drive • Des Moines, IA 50310-5834 
515-277-9884 • Fax (515) 286-3364 • E-mail biglare01@att.net 

PLEASE NOTE: PHONE ORDERS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED 

To register online go to www.centralstatesdistrict.com click on the Convention button and click on Housing 
Form. This form will go directly to the Larry Warrick, Housing Chairman when submitted. 

Revised 5.22.04 CSD 2004 Fall Housing form 
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Barbershop Harmony Society 
Chief Executive Officer's Report to the Board of Directors 

Louisville, Kentucky, June 29, 2004 

Gentlemen: 
In my first five months with the Society much has 

been revealed to me about the tradition, fellowship, 
structure and function of the Society. Frankly, I' ve 
been overwhelmed with the passion with which our 
members pursue barbershop singing and the strength of 
our membership. 

No where else in my history with non-profit organi
zations have I found an association with more dedicated 
and passionate members and enthusiasts. 

At the same time, from an organizational arnd man
agement perspective we much match that member 
commitment with some dramatic overhauls of how we 
do business as a Society. 

From how we are organized throughout the Board
Staff relationship, committees, task forces, districts and 
beyond, we must reanalyze how structure, always ask
ing the question: "ls this the absolute best way to be or
ganized and structured, or are we just doing what has 
evolved over years of tradition?" 

We owe that kind of ana lys is to our members and to 
the future prosperity of our Society. 

Our current organizational and staffing state of af
fair~ is in need of rapid change to have the agii ity and 
front- line competence to do the job that must be done. 
We live in a world that requi res rapid, agile decision
maki ng from in~ividuals who have the train ing and ex
perience to del iver results. Our Society should have no 
less. 

That means change. Change to a Carver-like system 
of Board governance; change to a more responsible, 
more professional staff; change in the ways we handle 
every aspect of our business; and change in account
ability for ach ieving demonstrative end resu lts. 

We owe this change to our members who have re
mained enthusiastic and committed to our Society, even 
when we have not always provided them with what they 
need and want at the Society level. 

In order to grow, we have to be world-class in every
thing we do. From tl,e simplest way we answer the 
telephone to the way in which we provide member 
benefits and handle our largest events. 

We must provide a grander, larger scale of member 
benefits and programs that will serve a wider variety of 
members wanting to sing barbershop harmony. 

In other words, we must pursue the business aspect 
of our Society as well as our best quartets and choruses 
pursue the ir singing. 

We should aggress ively seek the gold medal from a 
business perspective and nothing less. 

At the same time, al I this come at a time when our 
resources are the most stretched and most in demand. 
Nevertheless, we must develop new sources of income 
both from within our membership as well as from out
side organizations want ing to promote what we provide 
our communities. 

In the weeks and months ahead , you will see a revo
lution in the way we do business - requiring each So
ciety manager to accept responsibility and 
accountabil ity for realistic, but quantitative resu Its 
within their departments. Managers will understand 
their budgets and have fu ll budget respons ibility as a 
part of their work plan. They wi ll stand responsible and 
accoun table fo r achievement from their subordinates, and 
they will lead innovative efforts within their particular 
areas, not just fo llow others. 

Our Mission is to enrich the lives of others through 
singing. We will also enrich the lives of others through 
sound business practices and· aggress ive programming 
that wi ll offer our members and prospective members a 
more complete and enjoyable Society experience. 

Likewise, we must be the agent who pursues much 
greater visi bility fo r barbershop harmony and the joys 
of singing in one of our chapters. Through new, ag
gressive media relationships and media events, we must 
use the communication vehicles available to us to 
preach the word about a new barbershop that so. so 
many people have never experienced - thus reduc ing 
the stereotypes that have plagued this art form for so 
long. 

All in all , however, we must draft and pursue a 
sound strategy fo r growth . We must plan our work, and 
work our plan. With strong responsibility and account
ability for those professiona ls who have proven that 
they know how to gro\v and prosper an organization 
like the Barbershop Harmony Society. 

Our tradition and past accomplishments have been 
remarkable. Our chal lenge is to match those accom
plishments with equal or greater success in the 21 si 
Century. 

We wi ll do so. 
(P.S. CSD President Ron Morden has been notified 

that Don Harri s is indeed making some tough, but nec
essary business-based deci sions. Due to serious de
clines in Society membership, which means fewer 
funds avai lable in the Society's budget to support HQ 
activities, a total of I 0 staff were notified on July 9 that 
they were being laid off. This is one more reason why 
every member needs to get out and find other men who 
shou ld be sharing our great hobby with us! ) J' 
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Central States District Fall Convention 
October 8-10, 2004 Omaha, Nebraska 

CONVENTION REGISTRATION 

Membership # - - - -----
Chapter/Quartet Name ____ _____ _ _ _ Chapter # - ---- -----
Address Phone # -------------- ----- ---------~ 

Ci cy~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ Zip Code _ ___ _ _ __ _ 

Note: All competitors are required to purchase a regular or super registration, must also enter the contest and 
make housing arrangements. Early registration discount applies if postmarked by September 24, 2004. Single 
event tickets, if available, will be sold at the convention. Registrations will not be processed without full payment. 
Registrations and discounts are 'h price fo r non-competing college students to age 22 and juniors to age 18. 

Regular registration includes 
all competition events 

Registrant 
Additional Registrants: 

Super Registration includes 
all competition events & $15 
Past Cham Show 

Membership# 

. . . 

Please circle registration amount requested 
Regular Super Early Registtallon Discount 
Registration Registration Until September 24. 2004 

-l- -l- -l- Total 

32 45 -5 

32 45 -5 

32 45 -5 

32 45 -5 

32 45 -5 

32 45 -5 

32 45 -5 

32 45 -5 

32 45 -5 

32 45 -5 

All Seats Reserved for All Sessions GRAND TOT AL$ ----
Please make checks payable to: CSD Convention, SPEBSQSA 

To use credit card: VISA MasterCard Discover Exp. Date: 

Signature------- ---- ---------

Electronic filing is available at www.centralstatesdistrict.com. 
Please include your email address for confirmation. - ------------ - --

Mail Completed forms to: Registrations and tickets Ticket packages will not be mailed 

CSD Registration Chairman are not refundable. unless specific arrangements are 
Bob Swenson, made in advance with the 
300 Yuma Additional fees will apply Registration Chairman. 
Manhattan, KS 66502-6240 to declined credit cards. Email: bbscsd@sbce:lobal.net 

Please use 1 line per registrant and copy this page if necessary 
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A new governance plan? What's that all about? 
By Byron Myers Sr. 
CHAIR, CSD GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE 

In the summer of 2003, the Society adopted a 
new form of government. They had a Task Force 
work on the premise that there must be a way to 
handle the process of decisions and application of 
programs that would benefit the membership more. 
They recognized that the member is the most im
portant factor in the success of any organization. 

With adoption of a new Society governance, a 
mandate was delivered to the districts to challenge 
us to develop a similar change. The difference was 
that we could develop governance that would be 
one that would fit our needs. There was no decla
ration of a cookie-cutter mold. We were to develop 
what would work for US. 

In 2004 President Ron Morden appointed a 
Governance Structure Task Force. It consisted of 
Gale Demaree, Paul Cartwright, Mark Fuerniss, 
Dale Neuman, Dale Comer and Byron My&rs as 
chair. 

Our task was to examine our current structure, 
look at some models and develop one that would 
provide more benefit for the membership of CSD. 

At our first meeting in January 2004 we had a 
16-hour discussion that led to some frustration. 
The fact was that in the hi story of the district, we 
had never approached such a major issue. We 
faced those feelings and, thanks to Paul Cartwright, 
we found a thread of thought that eventually led to 
the documents we will present to the House of 
Delegates in October. We found we had an outline 
and it began to take some shape. The next step was 
done by e-discussion spending, literally, hours on 
.t_he "Net" answering each others questions, modify
ing our plan and finding resolution. (No - we 
didn' t always agree.) 

With committee agreement, we felt we were in a 
position to have a wrap-up meeting on Thursday 
prior to the spring convention. That 10-hour meet
ing gave us confidence that we were read to present 
a basic document to the HOD. 

Discussion, questions and answers were all re
corded during that HOD meeting. We listened 
closely to the delegates and modified rne plan on
the-spot regarding the recommended number of 
board members. Your positiveness, support and 

ratification gave us a reason to head back to the 
Internet for more discussion. 

So it was back to the computers to clean up the 
structure, add your recommendations and begin to 
develop an operation manual. 

We have now developed a document that in
cludes a new design for the administrative board, 
consisting of a president, executive vice president, 
secretary, treasurer and two board members-at
large, with the immediate past president serving ex 
officio. (The two additional board members were 
added in response to the HOD recommendation.) 
The Board's responsibilities will be to set policy 
and deal with major and legal issues that affect the 
district. 

To handle the operations of the district, there 
wi ll be six program administrators who will de
velop their own teams and be responsible for the 
programs in their designated areas. They will 
maintain our current programs and work to develop 
broader and new programs to benefit the member
ship. 

To support the new positions (Administrative 
and Operations) we had to have an Operations 
Manual to define the scope of their work. That 
work is also done. 

Because the Society has developed new Stan
dard District Bylaws, which we will ratify as part 
of the Governance Document package, we will 
need a vote to ratify the revisions of our Rules and 
Regulations to bring them in line with those new 
bylaws and our Operations Manual. 

What does all this really mean? 
• It means that we are planning for a better 

time/value relationship. You get more for the time 
and effort you put into it. 
• It means that we are planning for training that 

will provide skills. There will be more how-to and 
less do this. 
• It means we are focusing on the members . 
• It means we are planning for more cross interac

tion between the programs we offer and the new 
ones we hope co develop. 
• It means we are planning to have a closer con

tact with the chapters. How? We wi ll create clus
ters or PODS of chapters. The leadership from 
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each POD chapter will come to a central location to 
meet with board members and program administra
tors with the opportunity to talk directly with them 
about issues, get feedback and hear concerns. It 
will be a two-way conversation, where the district 
can share their concerns and plans. 
• It means we are trying to reengage wi th our 

membership. 
Side note: We arc aware that this is not a cure

all . It wi ll take some initiative on the part of the 
chapter leadership, working with the district leader
ship. 
• It means we are planning for better and broader 

communication. (Presidents should recall that you 
were asked, via e-mail, for input with a series of 
questions in March of this year. Members should 
recall the articles in the Serenade.) The committee 
appreciates you taking the time to respond and give 
us the input necessary to continue ou r task. 

This committee has worked for seven months to 
complete this project. We have li stened , shared , 
pondered, read and discussed. The Governance 
package you receive will be a culmination of all 
our efforts. 

The comminee was unanimous in our vote to 
approve and recommend to the board the adoption 
of this plan for presentation to the HOD. 

The board has approved the document package 
as presented to them and wi ll present it to the 
House of Delegates for its confirmation in October. 
Delegates to the meeting will receive a copy in ad
vance of the meeting. 

This is an exciting and positive time. We offer 
changes that we feel will put Central States District 
at the forefront of the Society. 1' 

What's happening with the Heart
land Harmony Happening? 
By John Vaughan, VP MUSIC AND PERFORMANCE 

Are you receiving all of the value and benefit 
that your membership has to offer? 

The main music education program offered to 
you by the district is struggling due to the lack of 
participation by the membership. 

The HHI I is a great way to gain a greater knowl
edge and experience in our hobby. This year, as in 
the past exceptional people were brought into the 
HHH for coaching, classes, and entertainment . 

There was much effort put forth to set up facilities, 
educational classes and a headline quartet, the 
Bluegrass Student Union. As you may be aware 
we were forced to cancel because only six members 
of our district s igned up for the school. 

This year the CSD has achieved great success at 
the International level, International Chorus Cham
pions, College Quartet Champions, and 1 Olh and 
11th place quartets. These people reached these 
levels through education, coaching, and a lot of 
hard work. The love of the hobby and heart are not 
enough to achieve success. You must also have 
education and knowledge. 

For some reason the membership of the district 
is not supporting HHH. We need to know what 
that reason or reasons are. It would be greatly ap
preciated if you could give us your input on the 
situation by letting your chapter or district officers 
know what you think is needed. 

What 'can we do to help enrich your time in this 
wonderful hobby? fl 

-NEW 
HARMONY HAWKS 

Sing From the Heartland n 
The Vigortones 

Trademark 
Syndicate 

Profound Sound 
The Harmony Hawks Chorus 

n 
To Order CD: 

Call 319/396-5108 or 
Email: bbrownl@netins.net 
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YOU are twice as smart as you think! 
Your COTS weekend will UNLEASH your mind! 

By Don Fuson, COTS COORDINATOR 

Chapter Operations Training comes along about 
this time each fall. 

We know, of course, that training and educa
tion for all chapter members is something tha't is 
timely all through the year. 

The faculty is being assigned and again, it looks 
like CSD will have a very strong group of volun
teer facilitators. CSD COTS is a leader in expect
ing these trained Barbershoppers to expect a lot of 
class exchange to make each class meaningful to 
you. 

Some optional tracks are being looked at and 
will be confirmed later. 

We are trying to bring an updated Grant Writ
ing Course and a general Joe Barbershopper track 
to you this year. 

Grant Writing will be an update of the class 
that was first presented in fall 2001. Several CSD 
chapters have submitted applications for local and 
state grants. Some of these chapters have been 
successful in defining and proposing programs that 
benefit music education, school or just additional 
equipment for the chorus. 

Grant Writing would be held on Friday evening 
and Saturday morning before the regular COTS 
classes start. 

Joe Barbershopper would be a concurrent track 
on Saturday and Sunday and designed for first and 
second year members. It will include a lot of sing
ing, perhaps a special appearance or two, and an 
overview of chapter operations, Society structure 
and personal development. 

We celebrate our hobby by singing, but also 
know that its strength lies in the skills and experi
ences that individual members share with other 
members at the chapter, regional POD, district and 
Society levels. 

It is all being planning in preparation for YOU 
coming and learning and sharing in Omaha, No
vember 20-21, 2004. 

We have recently completed a contract to return 
to the Doubletree Hotel in Omaha for another year 
in 2005 as well. 

There will be additional information and later 
details placed on the district web page. 

That's www.centralstatesdistrict.com for you or 
ask your chapter secretary to pull and print some 
information for you. 

All chapter members are welcome to attend 
COTS. Incoming officers should plan to attend and 
ask questions about creating, leading and managing 
successful programs. 

Repeating officers should come and make sure 
that "additional insights" are discussed within each 
class. The content is only as rich as the change that 
you bring to the class. 

I'm pleased to welcome Mike Owen, Leaven
worth Chapter, who will assist CSD this fall in 
handling the COTS registration and room assign
ment process. 

Let's each get behind the chapter officer selec
tion process and encourage all chapter members to 
ask yourself, "What can I do to help lead the efforts 
of my own chapter?" 

This type of open thinking allows for an easy 
input of new ideas for consideration for your chap
ter. These are the ideas that find their way to eve
ryone who comes to COTS. 1' 

Director position available 
The G REATER OZARKS CHAPTER is seek
ing an enthusiastic music director. This cur
rent 32-man chorus is blessed with a dedicated 
music team, an assistant director and an ener
getic board of directors. We are located in 
beautiful Northwest Arkansas, one of the fast
est growing locations in the nation, amidst pic
turesque lakes and multitudes of golf courses. 
We can't wait to grow with you! Contact 
Bryce Hopkins at rhopkins@arkansasu sa.com 
or call (479) 571-1319. 
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Two districts had increases: Pioneer (+0.1 %) and 
Sunshine (+4.4%). Our total district membership is 
now 2,277 men. 

Membership midyear 
By Dale Neuman, VP MEMBERSHIP DEVELOPMENT 

I want to visit three membership matters in this 
article that all speak to future issues in a period of 
critical change in the way we organize and manage 
this wonderful hobby of barbershop harmony. 

First, elsewhere in this issue you should be read
ing about the reorganization of CSO which will 
reduce the size of its governing board and restruc
ture the way CSD provides services to its members, 
the chapters in CSD, and through them to thei r 
members - the Joe Barbershoppers in our six-state 
region. With the geographically closer PODs as 
sites and the new PA Ts set up to deliver the goods, 
I expect that retaining and obtaining members wi ll 
be easier for each chapter to do - if it is of the 
mind and organizes and allocates resources to do 
so. I urge you to read and foJJow the many discus
sions that will be taking place on these topics be
tween now and October when the House of 
Delegates wi ll meet to vote on the new scheme. 

Second, many of you may have heard the news 
that the Society is down-sizing and reshaping its 
Kenosha staff. But for those who have not in-, 

· eluded among those who have been terminated are 
several in the Membership Services office with 
whom we have long done daily membership busi
ness when questions arose. Ev Nau (the Road 
Show Warrior who has run these in CSD over the 
past few years) is among those who will be leaving. 
This means that there wi ll be new folk we will need 
to get to know as well as new ways to do our busi
ness with them. I urge your patience and coopera
tion during this transition time as those of you who 
have need to contact Kenosha on membership mat
ters deal with whomever you get referred to when 
you call or send an e-mail or write them. You 
might also want to let Ev know how much you've 
appreciated his dedicated enthusiastic efforts to 
help us kindle and rek indle the love of our hobby 
among our members. 

Finally. I want to give you an update on mem
bership numbers in CSO which continues to defy 
somewhat the Society-wide trend of membership 
loss. I say "somewhat" because we did Jose mem
bers in the 12-month period from June 2003 
through June 2004 but at a lesser rate (-0.9%) than 
the Society (-1.7%) and our decline was less than 
all but one other district that experienced a decline . 

Twenty five of the CSO chapters increased their 
membership base between June 2003 and June 
2004. I am going to list them so that their members 
can applaud all in those chapters who made it hap
pen. If your chapter is not li sted here, maybe your 
membership VP and others among your leadership 
team could use and would appreciate your help see
ing that the chapter makes the list in the future. 

Cedar Rapids + 3 Davenport + 3 
Des Moines + 2 Elkader +4 
Columbia +2 Iowa City + I 
Denison + I Joplin +2 
Mitchell + l Ord + 1 
Hutchinson 
Topeka 
St. Charles 
Hastings 
Mason City 
Fort Dodge 
Pierre 
Liberty 

+5 
+3 
+19 
+2 
-t2 
+3 
+ I 
+2 

• • P • • • • • 

Contact 

Jim Thoma.~ 

Waterloo +7 
St. Louis Suburban 
Milbank +I 
Sioux Falls + 1 
St. Joseph +13 
New London +3 
Muscatine +2 

fl 
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I 
jAt@auatt.tdu 

Tel: 51!-292-9157 http :/l\\•wvr. pub Ii.. Iulo le.td Ul-J •lic•t •lyit.html 

+2 
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Join the contest - write a tag - have some fun! 
By Kevin Keller, ST. CHARLES, MO., CHAPTER 

Hello Tag-Lovers 

To kick off our initial tag writing contest, we had over a dozen entries ! Our first winner is Jay Krumb
holz, former directo r of the Davenport Chord busters. Congratulations, Jay. Here's his submission. 
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If you missed the last Serenade, here's how it works. 1 will provide lyrics to the tag of the issue. You wi ll 
provide the chords. lt can be a screamer or a tear-jerker or anything you want. Pick your own key. If you 
want to submit more than one, by all means do so. The more, the merrier. Other than four-part chords, 
there are no rules. Anyone can p lay. You can add words and embellish all you want. T he lyrics are 
merely the springboard. 

The lyrics for this edition's tag are: 

I wish you were here with me. 

The deadline fo r submitting your tag is September 15, 2004. I wi ll choose from the tags submitted the tag 
that wi l I be published in the next edition of the Serenade. You may submit your tag via e-mail (in pdf or 
F inale format) to kkbari(@.worldnet.att.net. You may also snail-mai l the tag to: 

Kevin Keller 
5 Summit Station 
St. Charles, MO 63303 

Thanks to all who participated. Most arrangers chose the key of F. Most were soft tags, but I did receive 
two gut-busters! I hope to still receive new tags from those who participated, plus see new tag-writers! 
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he Harmony Foundation 
Items needed for convention 
By Dean Beckman, CSD VP HARMONY FOUNDATION 

Dave Lasley is a friend, my computer guru, 
sings bass in the Harmony Hawks Chorus, sings 
bass for Syndicate quartet, and always has a good 
story to tell. A couple of weeks ago he shared this 
short example with the chorus: 

Breakfast is reported to be the most important 
meal of the day. It jump starts us and prepares us 
to move forward and be productive each day. 
Probably a favorite for many people is the good ol' 
standard of bacon and eggs. The chicken and the 
pig provide to us the nutrients we need, BUT one 
gives much more than the other! The chicken makes 
a contribution but the pig makes a commitment! 

As members of the Barbershop Harmony Soci
ety we all give of our time and talents to enjoy this 
wonderful hobby. We contribute many hours in 
rehearsals, create chapter shows, and serve on 
chapter boards and SING. We all contribute in 
many ways. BUT how many of us are committed 
to giving of our finances to preserve the legacy of 
our great hobby? 

Please consider making a commitment and give 
to the Harmony Foundation. Any gift, no matter 
how large or small, is a commitment to the growth 
of the Barbershop Harmony Society. There are 
many opportunities for you as an individual, quartet 
or chapter to insure the continuation of Barbershop 
Harmony through charitable gifts to the Harmony 
Foundation. Please feel free to contact me to learn 
how you can be committed to our hobby! 

I am also continuing to look for individuals who 
might be interested in serving as chairman for the 
District Grant Writing position, District Grant 
Writing Educator and Chairman for the Founder·s 
Club! If you have a gift in fund raising and/or 
grant writing, I would love to visit with you! You 
could become actively involved in building the fu
ture of our hobby! Please don't delay, call me today! 

I would like to remind all of you that the fall 
convention is just around the comer and we will be 
gathering for a wonderful weekend in Omaha be
fore we know it. Please plan NOW to donate items 
for the Harmony Foundation raffle and/or silent 
auction. Contact me regarding the items that you 
wish to donate for the raffle and/or auction. This is 

a fun opportunity to raise funds for the Harmony 
Foundation! 

COTS: In the planning phase at this time is the 
hope to provide a class this faJI at COTS on Grant 
Writing for your chapter. Several years ago this 
class was provided and the involvement was excep
tional. l understand that over 20 guys attended! I 
feel that it is an opportune time to offer a class on 
this topic again. Plans are still in the making, and I 
hope that we will be able to get this class "up and 
running." Please keep your ears and eyes open for 
future announcements regarding this opportuni ty. 

The Harmony Foundation had a successful re
sponse from a great group of Barbershoppers at our 
convention in Louisville last month. Many have 
joined the President's Council showing agreement 
that funding of current programs within the Society 
has a high level of importance. If you are interested 
in becoming a member of the President's Council 
and discovering how your financial commitment 
can bring forth great results, please contact me. 

Remember, your CONTRIBUTIONS and COM
MITMENT will insure the future legacy of The 
Barbershop Harmony Society! 

I hope to see you all in Omaha! Please stop at 
the Harmony Foundation display and visit with me 
about your commitment to the Barbershop Har
mony Society! 1' 

Keat Sruallco111b • D.tss 
Craig Knhpel - Tenor 

Ntll Berke 
Baritone 
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Teller receives International 
PR award 
Article and photo by Lonnie Miner 
PRESIDENT, HASTINGS, NEB., CHAPTER 

Fred Teller, right, receives the PROBE International 
PR single-event award from PROBE President Bruce 
Anderson. 

The 2004 International convention of SPEBSQSA 
will most likely be remembered as the CSD conven
tion - one gold medal chorus, one gold medal col
lege quartet, one gold medal regu lar bulletin, one 
gold medal on-line bulletin, two PROBE PR golds 
(one for the year-long PR man of the year and one for 
the single-event PR man of the yea r). 

Fred Teller was unable to attend this year's In
ternational convention so PROBE President Bruce 
Anderson came to Hastings ' Monday night, July 18, 
chapter meeting to personally present Fred wi th the 
2003 PR Man of the Year - Single Event award. 

The award was given for Lhe report Teller subm it
ted on the publicity effort for Hastings· annual show 
last fall when they brought T he Ritz out not only for 
their show, but also for the Nebraska Music Educa
tors Association 's annual meeting in Lincoln. The 
show was also used to help promote the new cancer 
center being built at Mary Lanning Memorial Hospi
tal. Needless to say, the report has generated a lot of 
positive publicity for the chapter at the district and 
Society levels as well as at home. 

ln accepting the award, Fred gave credit to his 
wife, Lorraine, for the actual writing and assembly 
of the report and to Don Goodrich who was the one 
who sold the idea to the NMEA, and the chapter was 
probably the most single important factor in making 
this dream a reality. fl 

Bulletin Browsing 
By wade Dexter, EDITOR EMERITUS 

(Bulleti n editors: Please send your bulletins 10 Wade Dexter, 
1956 Larkspur Circle, Liberty, MO 64068; (816) 415-1704) 

The Chord busters of Davenport have a new mu
sic director. His name is Dean Sellers, and he suc
ceeds Jay Krumholz, who has decided to move 
west to be with his wife. According to an item in 
the May issue of Leo Schubert's The Nore Dis
penser, Dean has a long and extensive history of 
barbershopping experience. He was the current 
director of the River Bend chorus (Illinois District) 
and sang with two quartets, Gambit and Directors' 
Cut. Welcome to CSD, Dean. 

* * * 
Everybody knows that I'm a certified nerd when 

it comes to computers and have little understanding 
of such terms as web sites and the Internet, but Edi
tor Jack Gable has come up with an interesting 
commentary in his May issue of The Mil/tones 
News/el/er. He points out that "more and more 
Barbershoppers are using (the lnternet) to exchange 
ideas, share insights, and maintain friendships over 
the miles of separation. I was particularly amazed 
at the quick response my request for a particular 
(song) arrangement generated. (Milbank Chapter 
President) Greg (Thomas) asked me to look for it at 
our regular Monday meeting, and 1 put it out on the 
Harmonet when I returned home. In the next few 
days, I had nine or 10 responses, either offering us 
the piece of music, or letting us know where it 
could be found. After a quick trade for one that we 
had been using, I was able to hand back the re
quested arrangement at · the very next rehearsal! 
Not only that, I renewed my acquaintance on the 
Net with an old friend from my days in Iowa and 
met several other dedicated Barbershoppers who 
offered their help." Ain't barbershoppin' grand? 

* * * 
Would you like to know what the Society has in 

store for you when you reach the 50-year member
ship mark? Well, Editor John Conrad has pub
lished in his June edition of Suburban By-Lines a 
letter from Society Managing Director of Member
ship Development Ev Nau to fellow Suburban 
member Jule Goss, congratulating him upon his 
achievement of 50 years of Society membership 
and inviting him to be present at the International 
convention in Louisville next month to receive his 
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50-year lapel pin. Not only that, Jule will be rec
ognized along with other new 50-year members on 
stage in front of the entire convention assembly. 
But best of all , according to Ev, "You will no 
longer be required to pay Society dues." Almost 
enough right there to make the trip worthwhile, 
don' t you think? 

* * * 
Chapters throughout the district are busy prepar

ing for their church performances during the com
ing months. Editor Bill Dean reports in the 
Vocalizer that "The Spirit of St. Louis Gospel 
Singers" are back in full swing for the season. 
"(Recently), we sang for Steve Greer's church, De
Soto Redeemer Lutheran. We sang three songs 
during the service and about seven during the bar
becue afterward." What a pleasant way to spend a 
Sunday morning! 

* * * 
Writing in the June edition of Steve Miller's 

Hays High Plains Harmony, Don Barber, program 
VP and chorus manager, reports the formation of a 
"brand new quartet" in the Hays Chapter. As yet 
unnamed, Don says he 's heard they're going to call 
themselves either the Smoky Hill Sound, or Four 
Cryin' Out Loud. Singing in the quartet are Nor
man Gi~bler (tenor), James Michaelis (lead), Rev-· 
erend Bruce Ferguson (baritone), and Gayle 
Garrelts (bass). Think they'll be ready for the CSD 
fa ll contest, Don? 

* * * 
Don' t get many bulletins from chapters outside 

the Central States District anymore since I retired 
as editor of the Serenade several years ago. How
ever, it's always a pleasure when one shows up in 
my mailbox. That's especially true of the Chord
inaror, of the Minneapolis, Minnesota, Chapter. 
edited by Dr. Hardin Olson. Bob Dykstra, writing 
in the June issue, reminded all Commodores, the 
Minneapolis chorus, that their chapter has contrib
uted a cumulative total of approximately $400,000 
over the years of their affi liation as a contributor to 
the University of Minnesota's research efforts in the 
area of cardiovascular health and treatment. These 
contributions have come from annual show pro
ceeds and have been made every year since 1951. 
We may wonder whether an equally impressive 
donation has been made to our former international 
service project (Hea1tspring, formerly the Institute 

of Logopedics) over the same period. It's a record 
that the Commodores may be extremely proud of. 

* * * 
There's an old saying about barbershop chorus' 

annual shows that you 'd better be prepared for any
thing because anything can happen. We found this 
description of just such an episode, experienced by 
the Lincoln Continentals during their annual show 
recently. According to an account by Editor Dick 
DeLorm, in the June issue of The ReCHORDer, 
"While the chorus was presenting the evening 
show, a series of thunder storms moved through the 
area. (Several) tornadoes were sighted south of 
Lincoln. While we were dressing for the finale, a 
voice came over the loudspeaker telling us that we 
were to stay in the dressing rooms with the doors 
closed, in the event of a tornado. The audience 
would be brought to the basement, and they would 
occupy the hallways outside our dressing rooms. 
The call never came, but we were put on notice." 
Dick goes on to explain, "We were fortunate that 
the storm stayed south of Lincoln. The audience 
was never told about the storms, although they 
knew it was raining very hard. We finished the 
evening show to another standing ovation." A 
scary experience, indeed. 

* * * 
Well, they're doing it again! The men of the 

Siouxland Barbershop Chorus of Sioux City had 
put out their schedule of church performances to 
take place on June 27. They were booked to appear 
at the services of 12 area churches between the 
hours of 7:35 a.m. and 11:30 a.m., a span of about 
four hours! I don't know how they do it. Their 
schedule for the morning also included breakfast at 
Hamilton Hy-Vee and a warm-up in the store's 
parking lot. I found this in the June issue of Sharon 
Ocker's Sioux/and Saga. 

* * * 
Speaking of tornadoes and the effect of bad 

weather on barbershopping plans. I found this in 
the June edition of The Beatri-tone, the Beatrice 
Chapter bulletin, edited by Marvin Engel. Chapter 
President Dale Pieper tells about an experience that 
took place in their area. "Our hearts go out to the 
areas such as Wilber, Clatonia, Hallam, the Norris 
School, and the areas around there that suffered so 
much from tornadoes. Last year, we sang at the 
Hallam Methodist Church, and now it is no longer 
standing. The Norris School where the Young Men 
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in Harmony has been held the past several years sus
tained severe damage along with many houses, farm
steads, and other buildings. It will take time and hard 
work to restore these structures. It touches our hearts i!1 
so many ways, and we thank God that several of our 
members were missed just by a mile or so in the one
and-a-half-mile wide path. It is a miracle that only one 
life was lost in all of the destruction." A miracle, in
deed! 

* * * 
"Barbershoppers are Everywhere" headlines an arti

cle by Charlie Gardner in the June issue of The Plains 
Notes, edited by Alexander Edwards. Charlie describes 
a unique experience enjoyed by him and his wife, 
Marjorie, as members of a vacation tour of Slovenia 
and Croatia with 41 other travelers. Says Charlie, " Dur
ing the trip, it was discovered that three of the group 
were active Barbershoppers at their homes in Florida, 
Washington, and Nebraska. Two were baritones and 
one was a bass, and the wife of yet another was a tenor 
in her Sweet Adeline group in Washington. A lot of 
fun was had harmonizing during the trip. The fun cul
minated (with) a 'performance' by the group at a fare
well dinner party on the final evening of the tour at a 
beautiful hotel in Dubrovnik, Croatia .... Joining this 
VLQ was a charming member of the hotel staff who 
had a lovely soprano voice and who had learned the 
melody Ji ne to join the group. She also provided trans
lation services and typed and photocopied the words of 
a parody of our performance number, ' My Wild Irish 
Rose.' 

"She had heard the five of us rehearsing in the hotel 
lounge, and asked to join us. It turned out that she 
spoke perfect English and was an active singer in her 
city. She helped us with just the right Croatian words 
for the parody ('My Wild Croatian Rose'), which we 
sang after our straight rendition of the song. Our audi
ence was the rest of the travel group, our Croatian 
guide, and our driver, as well as the other hotel staff 
and residents." Yes, Chari ie, barbershop has become 
truly international in scope. 

* * * 
There probably have been later developments, but a 

story in the June issue of Todd Anderson's Harmonotes, 
the Kansas city Chapter bulletin, written by Mark 
Fortino, lead of the I 21

h Street Rag, would indicate that 
the quartet is experiencing the nightmare of every top
flight, Society-wide popular foursome - one of their 
members can't be depended upon to be available for 
every one of the quartet's commitments currently on the 
books. Here 's the way Mark tells it: "Barry's (that's 
their bass) company, SBC, is facing a possible strike 
from it's union. If a strike is called, Barry would have 
to report for strike duty on a moment's notice. This has 
put our entire show season in jeopardy, and we have 

had to come up with contingency plans for each and 
every show. I have spent countless hou rs on the phone 
with basses as far away as Illinois to see if they could 
fill in if Barry couldn't make it. Keith Schweer was 
kind enough to rehearse with 
us three times and even learned some of our latest rep
erto ire to try and put a show package together. His air
line ticket for our show in Albuquerque was even 
purchased, but at the last minute, the union announced 
that it wouldn't strike over the weekend, and Barry was 
able to go." What a dilemma! 

* * * 
In the June issue of Bart Bartholomew's /nCider 

Press, there's a report that 41 members (plus the direc
tor of course) of the Little Apple Barbershop Chorus of 
Manhattan sang out their hearts in the dedication of the 
new Larry Norvell Band Shell in City Park in Manhat
tan on Friday, June 4. The evening was quite a tribute 
to the band music leadership of Larry Norvell, who 
taught in the Manhattan schools for 36 years and retired 
as the school system's music coordinator. He also 
served as Manhattan Municipal Band director for 45 
years from 1950 through 1994. Bart's got a real impres
sive photo of the band shell on his fron t page. Good 
coverage, Bart. 

* * * 
Thanks to the efforts of A Ian "Doc" Sisson, VP for 

PR and marketing, of the Des Moines Chapter, the 
Pride oflowa Chorus was privileged to entertain Simon 
Estes, international opera singer and Iowa native, dur
ing their an1i ual show. According to President Lynn 
Bridie, Mr. Estes was very impressed with the chorus. 
Here 's how Lynn tells it in the June/July edition of 
Harmony Overtones, edited by Bob Uy: " We were al
ready scheduled to sing at his Foundation fundraiser, 
but now we are looking at much bigger things. Simon 
has invited us to go to Zurich, Switzerland, to sing a 
concert with him and a male chorus that he has over 
there. I have appointed a co1.nrnittee to look at the pros
pects of going and to see if it is even feasible." What 
an opportunity, Doc. Hope your committee is success
ful in arranging the trip. 1' 

Support Your Chapter Bulletin 
Write An Article 

Inform - Record - Reflect 
Recognize - Educate - Promote 

Recruit - Retain - Encourage 
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CENTRAL STATES DISTRICT OF SPEBSQSA 
Proposed fall Convention Schedule of Events (Event. room. time) 

DoubleTree Hotel and Music Half. Omaha, Nebraslla - October 8. 9. to. 2004 

Friday Morning 
CSD Board Meeting: Capitol/Dodge. 7 :00-10:00. 
Hospitality Room: Winnebago. 10:30.-3:00 
CSD House of Delegates: East Ballroom, I 0: 30-1: 30 
CSD Historical Display/HF: Winnebago, I 1:00.-3:00. 
Harmony Market Place: Flanagan, 11:00-3:00. 
Information Desk: Me=zanine. 11 :00-3:00 

HF = Harmony Foundation 

Friday Afternoon 
Registration: Doubletree Mezwnine, Noon-5:00 
ASHOW Room.: Wyoming, Noon-3:30 
Tag Singing: Kansas. Noon-3:30 
Free & Easy Review: Iowa. 1:00-2:30 
Quartet Pattern: Missouri. Nebraska. Lewis, 2:00.-End 
Quartet Semi-Finals, First: Music Hall, ./.·00-6:00 
ACSC Chorus Rehearsal: Ballroom West. 5:00-6:00 

Friday Evening 
Judges Dinner: Bellair. 6:00-7:00 
Registration: Music Hall, 6:00-8:00 
CSD Hist.Display/ HF: Winnebago. 6:00-7:00 110:00-12:00 
Hospitality room: Winnebago. 6:00-7:00 110:00- 12:00 
Harmony Market Place: Flanagan, 6:00-7:00 I I 0:00-12:00 
ASHOW Room.: Wyoming. 6:00-7:00 110:00-12:00 
Tag Singing: Kansas, 6:00-7:00 I I 0:00-12:00 
QuarterPattern: Missouri. Nebraska. Lewis, 6:30-End 
Quartet Semi-Finals, second: Music Hall, 7:30-10:00 
Quartet Non-Finalist Evals: Judges rooms, 10:00-End 

Saturday Morning 
Chorus warm Up: Iowa. Nebraska, Lewis, Clark, Dakota 
Capitol, Dodge. 7:00-10:30 
Registration : Mez:anine, 8:00- 10:30 
Ladies Breakfast: Ballroom West/Center. 8:00-10:00 
Chorus Pattern: Midlands - (Missouri, Iowa, Nebraska). 
Ballroom East/Center, Ballroom West, 10:30-end. 
CSD History Display/HF: Winnebago, 8:00-11 :00 
Hospitality Room: Winnebago, 8:00-11:00 
Harmony Market Place: Flanagan. 8:00 -11 :00 
ASHOW Rm.: Wyoming, 8:30-11:00 
Tag Singing: Kansas, 8:30-11:00 
Vocal Production Basics-part I: Dakota. I 0:00- 11 :00 

Quartets! 
Promote yourselves! 

Al)Vl:VTISI: 
In the Serenade! 

Saturday Afternoon 
Registration: Music Hall, I 0: 30-1 : 30 
Chorus Competit ion: Music Hall. 11:00-2:00 
Mass Sing: Music Hall (following chorus competition) 
Chorus Evaluations: Music Hall (following mass sing) 
CSD History Display/HF: Winnebago, 3:00-6:30 
Hospitality Room: Winnebago, 3:00-6: 30 
Harmony Market Place: Flanagan, 3:00-6:30 
AHSOW Room: Wyoming, 3:00-6:30 
Tag Singing: Kansas, 3:00-6:30 
Sing With Jurassic Larks: Nebraska, 3:00-5.·00 
Free & Easy Review: Iowa, 3:30-5:00 
Applying Vocal Production-part 2: Dakota, 3:30-5:00 
Harmony Foundation Drawing: Winnebago. 5:00 
VIP - Judges Dinner: Capitol/Dodge, 5:00-6: 15 

Saturday Evening 
Registration: Music Hall. 6:00-7:30 
Quartet Competition Finals: Music Hall, 6:30-8:00 
Super Showcase and Past Champs Show, featuring 
In tern ational Chorus Champs, The Ambassadors of 
Harmony . Honoring 3 Men am / A Melody, 12th S treet Rag 
and Vocal Spectrum: Music Hall, 8:30-10:30 
Quartet Evaluations: Judges Rooms, 10:30-End 
Presidential Hospitality: Presidential Suite, 10:30-End 
CSD Historical Display/HF: Winnebago. 10:30-midnight 
Hospitality Room: Winnebago, I 0: 30-midnight 
Harmony Market Place: Flanagan, 10:30-midnight 
AHSOW Room: Wyoming, 10:30-midnight 

Sunday Morning 
Church Service: Midlands (MO, IA NE) 9:00-10:30 

FEATURING 121
1i Street Rag 

Convention Wrap Up: Lewis/Clark, 8:00-9:00 
Chapter Counse lors: Dakota, 8:00-Noon 

For Great Entertainment 

HIRE A DISTRICT QUARTET 

FOR YOUR CHAPTER SHOW 
You WILL FIND THEIR ADS 

THROUGHOUT THE SERENADE 
FOR A REAL THRILL, MANY OF THEM COMPETE AT 

THE SPRING AND FALL CONTESTS-AND THEN 

ENTERTAIN IN THE VARIOUS HOSPITALITY ROOMS, 

WHERE YOU MAY SEE AND1HEAR THEM, 

FOLLOWING THE SATURDAY NIGHT FINALS. ---·-·-·---·---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ....._ ___________________ __. 



CSD Serenade 
c/o SPEBSQSA, Inc. 
7930 Sheridan Road 
Kenosha, WI 53143-5944 

Edi1or' s address is on page two 

Chapter Shows Schedule 
Reported by Mark Fuerniss, secretary 

Sept. 11 - Yankton, S.D. - Summit/YHS Theater, 180 l Summit Street, Yankton 
18 - Liberty, Mo. - Liberty Perform ing Arts Theatre 

Leavenworth, Kan. - Leavenworth Performing Arts Center 
Oct. 4 - Mitchell, S.D. - Mitchell High School 

16 - Ottumwa, 'Iowa - Ottumwa High School 
Nov. 6 - Winner, S.D. - Winner Westside School 
Dec. 18 - Hastings, Neb. - Hastings City Auditorium 

2005 
March 12 - Hastings, Neb. - Masonic Center, Hastings 
April 2 - Algona, Iowa - O.B. Laing Middle School 

23 - Manhattan, Kan. - McCain Auditorium 
30 - Overland Park, Kan. - Johnson County Community College Theater 

District and society Events 
Aug. 1-8 - Harmony College/Directors College, St. Joseph, Mo. 
Oct. 8-10 - Fall district convention, Omaha, Neb. 
Nov. 19-21 - Chapter Operations Training Seminar, Omaha, Neb. 

2005 
Jan. 23- 30 - Mid-winter International convention, Jacksonville, Fla. 
April 15-17 - Spring district convention, St. Joseph, Mo. 
July 3-10 - International convention, Salt Lake City, Utah 
Oct. 7-9 - Fall district convention, Des Moines, lowa 
Nov. 18-20 - Chapter Operations Training Seminar (COTS), Omaha, Neb. 

1---c11apter-operat1ons-Train1ng--sem1nar-c-coTsY--1 
I I 

: Omaha, Neb., Nov. 19-21, 2004 : , ___________________________________________________________ __________ _ __ J 


