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HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN DISTRICT! 
April 22, 1977, will go down in history 

as the b irthday of our Society' s 16th Dis
trict, for that 1s the day that the Central 
States District's House of Delegates 
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ROC.:Y MOUNTAIN DISTRICT 

ANO THEN THERE WERE TWO 

rattf1ed the proposal of the International 
Board . Rocky Mountain D1v1s1on 
delegates attended the meeting en 
masse. some flying in just to cast their 

CHITRAL STATES DISTRICT 

ballots and return to their chapter with 
the good news, and the result was one of 
the best attended House of Delegates on 
record. 

Lynden Levitt and his cohorts conceiv
ed the idea of their own d1stnct several 
years ago and have been working 
laboriously toward that end ever since. In 
order to make their dream come true. they 
went on an extension binge and 
chartered additional chapters in their 
division. This was followed by member
ship augmentation in existing chapters so 
that they soon became the largest 
d ivision in Central States. Next they con
vinced the International Board that their 
idea was not only feasible. but also 
necessary and that surrounding districts 
were having the same problems of dis
tance and time spent travelling to district 
functions. 

The pregnancy was long and arduous 
for those carry~ng the unborn, but the 
period of labor was surprisingly short 
inasmuch as debate at the Delegate 
meeting was limited to one hour. When 
delivery was announced at 3:42 p.m .. the 
midwives assembled shouted their joy to 
the world. 

The burden of rearing the infant now 
falls on their shoulders and we wish them 
the best of luck and offer any assistance 
they may call upon us for. The emotion 
evoked by this momentous occasion is at 
best bittersweet, and the feeling cannot 
be much different than that felt by 
parents as their offspring finally leave the 
nest to find their own destiny. 
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Fred Wagaman, CSO President 

by Fred Wagam an 

In the April Serenade I promised some 
specifics on how CENTRAL STATES IS 
GOING AHEAD . A s of March 3 1. 
membership in Central States was at an 
all t ime high of 3408. This does not in
clude Great Bend Kansas, now Chartered 
with 35 members. It does i nclude three 
Chapters Chartered this year: Aberdeen. 
S. D .; Manhattan, Ka .. and North Platte. 
Neb .. but even discounting the increase 
from these w e show a gain, but w e can't 
let dow n now. 

As of March 31 w e have 1 9 Chapters 
under 30 members. On Jan. 1 w e had 23. 
A n ice gain, and several of these Chapters 
have set their goals to go over 30 
members. If your Chapter is under 30. has 
a target date been set yet? 

On Jan. t we had 9 Chapters on as
sociate status. A s of March 31 , this figure 
was down to 6. and one Chapter ac
complished this after 2112 years of effort. 
Hats off to them, they know who they are. 

Getting new members is fine; w e want 
other fel low s to enjoy our hobby, but 
holding the members w e have 1s even 
more important, and three Chapters in 
Central States received banners for 100% 
retent ion: Algona. Iowa, Storm Lake. 
Iowa. and Laramie. Wyoming That's 
three out of 12 in the entire society. Not 
too shabby! 

In 1976 of 57 Chapters that made con
tributions to Harmony Services Foun
dation (The Institute of Logoped1cs). 18 
qualified for awards; five of these for the 
second year You're not forgetting that 
'We Sing That They Shall Speak ... 
A lready one Chapter isquahfied for 1977. 

What about music? That's the name of 

the game isn't 1t7 To quote Don Farrell; 
" Singing 1s fun; but singing better 1s more 
fun ... and we've been working on that too. 
So far we've had HEP schools in Kansas. 
West Iowa. M issouri and South Dakota. If 
you missed the one near you; go ahead 
and cry a litt le, but we're going to have 
more. Joe Liles and Dave Stevens report 
enthusiast ic response to their act1v1t1es in 
the District; HEP schools as well as 
Chapter visits, and w hile they won't be 
back this year. I'm sure that Don Farrell 
has some other activities in mind. Watch 
for them I A quartet school in Boulder was 
very successful with Chapter v1s1ts also 
by Mac Huff that got good response 

Our Spring Prellms w ere a blast. If you 
missed that cry a little more -- but make 
Davenport in t he fall . House of Delegates 
meeting had outstanding attendance. 
Read about the activities elsewhere 

Expansion Fund Contributions have 
been made by 22% of our Chapters as 
well as 22% of our membership Truly, 
Central States 1s MOVING AHEAD. we 
are GREAT and GETIING GREATER; and 
do you know w hy? Because 

" TOGETHER WE ARE SOMETHING " 

LETS COMMUNICATE 

Communicauon 1s much better but still 
leaves something to be desired Maybe 
that is good there's something to aspire 
to, but I appreciate knowing what 1sgoing 
on. Sure I get reports from International. 
but three Chapters made my day for me 
recently (three separate days) when I 
was advised by each of two of them that 
they were no longer on associate status, 
and w ithin a few hours of the time the 
35th member signed the application for 
the Great Bend Charter. they called and 
told me about 1t 

If you are like I am. the .. paper mill " gets 
to you. and if you think I don't have that 
problem ask any Past Distri ct President, 
or as an example we have sent out 475 
letters through March 31 this year That 
doesn 't include a Big mailing that " good 
ol' M ike Hines" made for me 

To The Chapters 
I read your bulletins. every one. keep 

them coming. To the Area Counselors· If 
you 're doing your JOb be proud and tell us 
about it. To the District Board You are 
familia r w ith this problem and are doing a 
good job. Keep it up. 

I'll be hearing from you - I hope! 

RIVER CITY ~ DllE<iATION 

'-• ... ......,.. . ,. ,. u .. - °"' ........... 
- llM2.M44S 
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CSD BOARD AND HOUSE OF 
DELEGATES MEETINGS IN A NUTSHELL 

International Board M ember Gil 
Lefholz presented to the House of 
Delegates the proposal previously ap
proved by the International Board to 
create a new Rocky M ountain District 
from chapters in Central States. South 
west. Far West and Evergreen Districts. 
G .E. Weidenhaft. Denver. Colorado. 
moved that the House of Delegates ratify 
the action of the International Board to 
create the Rocky Mountain District. and 
Jerry Snedigar, Rapid City, South Dakota, 
seconded. During the discussion period 
wh ich followed. Rocky M ountain D1v1s1on 
Vice President Lynden Levitt and Rocky 
Mountain Division Delegates gave, in 
answer to questions from the floor. their 
rationale for taking the action which they 
were taking, and all voiced unqualif ied 
approval of the proposal. Lynden Levitt 
then moved that the vote on ratificat ion of 
the proposal be a standing vote. Donal D. 
Green, Casper. Wyoming. seconded, and 
the motion carried. The proposal to rat ify 
the creation of the Rocky M ountain Dis
trict then passed. 

Lynden Levitt then stated that the 
M cCook and North Platte. Nebraska 
Chapters had requested that they be in
c luded in the Rocky Mountain District. For 
that reason. and because there were 
several areas in western Kansas close to 
the Colorado chapters w hich would 
benefit, he proposed that Highway 83 be 
designated as the ea~tern boundary. of 
the Rocky M ountain District, so as to in
clude these areas. Dana Waterman then 
commented that our options had been 
either to accept or reject the International 
proposal as it read, and that any changes 
to this original proposal w ould have to be 
made via a new resolut ion submitted to 
International. Bob Johnson. NOJOCO 
Kansas Chapter, suggested that since 
there is presently an International Redis
tricting Committee working. this matter 
should be submitted to that committee for 
investigation. Steve Trusty, Omaha. 
Nebraska, moved that the issue of boun
dary changes be tabled pending action by 
the International Redistricting Com
mittee. Merrill A itchison, Cedar Rapids. 

@ ?.::: ... ~~~ re(Rl~ 
Enjou ~to\£:? 
The 1n1n ti. ~ o a ... bMA1to11 

r.-f.l0J1l,!:::i Stvlt 
lf'U Contact Barn<) Alkm•n 

S 18 Cindy Lane 
Ankeny, """~ 

Phone 964-408S ~Oll 

Iowa. seconded, and the motion carried. 
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT: Ken 

Schroer reported that the Distr ict's 
growth rate for the year ending December 
31 , 1976 was only 2 members short of 
the 4% Society wide growth goal. Presen
tly the District is only 85 members short 
of its goal of 3.493 members needed to at
tain a 7% membership increase for 1977. 

Ken Schroer reported that as a result of 
d iscussions of the DME Committee. he 
would move 1hat ··Each chorus compet
ing in a District w ide contest. speci fica!IY 
the Spring Prelims and the Fall D1 st~1ct 
Contest. be awarded a cen1fl cate stat ing 
their attendance at said competit i on. 

D .M .E. COMMITIEE. Chairman Don 
Farrell reported that Division Associate 
DME's were appointed. and an organiza 
t ional meeting was held on January 8. 
1977. Since that time three Division level 
Directors' meetings have been held, four 
chapter music programs have been 
aud ited and action has been taken on 
three of these. There have been chapter 
v1s1ts by International Music Staff 
members. and there have been one 
Quartet Clinic andCoachingSchool and4 
HEP Schools held. Four DME bulletins 
have been issued. and contributions have 
been made to the issues of the Serenade. 
Scheduled for the balance of the year are 
th ree Divisional level chorus directors· 
meetings. a minimum of eight chapter 
music program audits. add1t1onal HEP 
Schools and f urther bulletins. 

President Fred Wagaman reported that 
there would again be two COTS thi s year. 
at Overland Park. Kansas on November 
19-20. 1977, and at Scottsbluff. 
Nebraska on December 3-4. 1977. 

INTERNATIONAL BOARD MEMBER'S 
REPORT. Gil Lefholz commented briefly 
on the recent changes at the Inter 
national Office. He then reported that the 
old 75/ 25 Keep It Barbershop policy is no 
longer in existence. and has been 
replaced by a simple statement that en
courages us to " Keep It Barbershop" w ith 
no threat of punit ive action for those who 
decide to try a new singing experience oc
casionally. Further. all quartets must now 
list the names of the quartet members on 
each registration and renewal. which 
should stop the practice of one man pay
ing the quartet registration fee an~ hold
ing a quartet name. These w ere actions of 
the International Board in Orlando, 
Florida on January 27-28, 1977. In 
further action. the International Board 
adopted the foll owing policy to be in 
cluded in the Contest and Judging rules: 
" No judge shall serve on a panel at a Dis
tr ict Contest. International Contest. or 
International Preliminary Contest 1f he 

has coached any of the contestants in 
that contest w ith in the preceding thirty 
days." Article 5 of the International 
Chorus Con test rules was amended to 
provide that " Chapters may not enter 
more than one chorus in any Society 
sponsored contest. " The International 
Board increased l icensed member fees 
from $5 to S 1 O. and new member enroll
ment fees from S5 to S7.50 effect ive 
March 31 . 1977. 

Past President Bob Stock reponed that 
a Logopedics Spectacular is being 
planned for Omaha, Nebraska on Sep
tember 10, 1977. and requested Board 
approva I for the project. Hines moved that 
it be approved, Easter seconded. and the 
motion carried. 

In regard to Division Contests. Bob in 

dicated that they may be causing the 
problem of lack of part1 c1pat1 on by 
choruses in the Spring Preliminary 
Chorus Contest. Merrill Aitchison. Cedar 
Rapids. Iowa. commented that the reason 
for adding the chorus contest to the 
Spring Prelims was to derive more 
revenue. and now the Div1s1on Contest 
may be defeating this purpose He 
suggested a committee to study the 
matter. 

It was reported there w ere no bids to 
host the Spring Prelims of 1979; 
however. Fred Wagaman reported that 
the Denver. Colorado Chapter (M lle -Hi) 
had submitted a bid to host the 1981 
International Convention. and needed ap
proval of th is action from the District. 
Stock moved that approval be given. 
Hammer seconded, and the motion 
carried. 

Tom Robinson presented a Statement 
of Chapter Merger covering the proposed 
merger of the North Kansas City and 
Independence. M issouri Chapters. and 
requested Board action on the proposal. 
Hines moved that the merger be approved 
by the Board, Hirst seconded, and the 
motion carried with one d1ssent1ng vote. 

President Fred Wagam an proposed 
that the Summer Board M eeting be held 
at Des Moines, Iowa on July 23. 1977. at 
the Hilton Inn. Hines moved that the date 
and site be approved, Easter seconded. 
and the motion carried. 

IN MEMORIUM 

ALLEN C. TROWBRIDGE, Em poria. Kan
sas Chapter. 
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Chordbusters - We Thank You 
..• fer the opportunity to prove that active clubs 

can get those extras by sharing and enjoying our 

WISCONSIN CHEESE • 
Our special thanks to Burt Gibney, who's hard 

work and cheese selling effort, made it possible 

for the Chordbusters to earn over $7,000 

toward the purchase of uniforms 

~ ~ 
~ ~~ 
~~ "~~ 

• C04f PEr11ol'l4l • c; 
Any financial goal your club has, we can help you 

accomplish. We offer complete service at wholesale 

prices en WISCONSIN'S BEST CHEESES. 
Fer information on cheese sale opportunities 

write or call: 

Art Stocker 
Shullsburg Creamery 
Shullsburg, WI 53586 

(608) 965-4805 



Start 1Em 
Young 

by Al Dittmer 
Lincoln. Nebraska Chapter 

The Lincoln Continentals Chorus of 
Lincoln, Nebraska has been working very 
hard this past year at getting barbershop 
music exposure and use in the publ ic 
schools, and i t looks now like some of 
those efforts are beginning to payoff. Ap
proximately a year ago we began dis
tribut ing barbershop music to public 
school music teachers in the state along 
w ith an open invitation to teachers and 
their classes to visit our rehearsals and 
attend sing -outs. Our chorus director is a 
high school music teacher who is active 
in the state music teachers organization 
and this helped us get a foot in the door. 

Not long after these efforts. the chorus 
was invited to conduct a clinic in Seward. 
Nebraska before a fairly small but en
thusiastic group of teachers and their 
students. We demonstrated the various 
parts and how they fit harmonically, and 
ended w ith the audience participating in 
the singing. From this exciting begin
ning things seemed to snowball. We 
were invited to the district convention at 
Nebraska Wesleyan University to con
duct a clinic or short course for choral 
music teachers. Again, the most exciting 
part of the program, proved to be the point 
at which the participants sang along with 
the chorus and " worked" the music 
themselves. As a result of this event. we 
were invited to be the featured 
entertainment at the annual evening 
banquet in Omaha of the Nebraska State 
M usic Teachers Association, which 
culminated w ith the five hundred 
teachers in attendance rising to their feet 
in an enthusiastic, standing ovation. 

Several other sing-outs have resulted 
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from these efforts including a recent 
packed house performance in Grand 
Island, Nebraska before the G.I. Chamber 
of Commerce. Again, the response was 
overwhelming including a follow-up 
feature article in the G.I. newspaper. 
Also. because of these efforts we were 
booked to sing for the annual meeting of 
the Norfolk, Nebraska Chamber of 
Commerce, and some time this late 
spring we will be doing a half hour TV 
special to be aired on the Lincoln TV 
station. 

It is always somewhat difficult to 
measure the full impact of efforts like 
these because the results are often sub
tle and personal. However, I think the 
preceding examples along w ith in
creased sing-out activity, not to mention 
the boost in morale and membership in 
the chorus, are ample evidence that our 
efforts to put barbershopping in the 
schools and" ... start ' em young" are pay
ing off. 

Randy Aitchison 
Named 
Boty of the Year 

by Bill Johnson, 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa Chapter 

Who says that you've got to be over 40 
years old and have 10 years in Barber
shopping to be eligible for the BOTY 
award? Not the Harmony Hawks of Cedar 
Rapids. They've given the honor to one of 
their youngest members, Randy A it
chison. 

In the two short years since joining the 
Harmony Hawks. Randy has offered his 
talents and enthusiasm whenever and 
wherever needed. He has attended CO TS 
and Harmony College twice each, headed 
and spent numerous hours at our fair 
booth, helped put on a highly successful 

MEMBERS SPEBSQSA, INC. 

CONTACT Len Bjella, 319 Linden Terr. S.E. 
Cedar Rapids. Iowa 62403 

Ph. 363-7726 

BARITONE - LEN BJELLA BASS - 808 NANCE 

AFA program, was an active member on 
the board, and still managed to f ind the 
time to help organize a new quartet. And 
he has accomplished all this while atten
ding the University of Iowa, a good 45 
minute drive away. 

From the looks of Randy's first few 
months as the chapter's new AVP. it 
doesn't appear that he has any intent ions 
of slowing down. Besides a trip to Daven
port, a Novice Quartet Contest, and a 
night listening to the greats on disc; Ran
dy's done a lot in the exposure 
department. You never know when you 
may be up in front of the chapter with 
three others guys who also just happen to 
own Fords, singing one of the old 
favor ites and w ishing that you had taken 
just a li ttle more time and learned all the 
words! 

Amazing you say, for someone to take 
such an interest in such a short time. 
Does the name Merrill Aitchison, winner 
of the Sam Cohen Award, ring a bell?I 
Merrill's been busy taking Randy to 
contests ever since he wasoldenoughtto 
keep quiet when the doors were closedl 
It's no wonder Randy knows more about 
who sings with which quartet, and who 
won which contest in what year, than 
most of the old timers; he's seen most of 
them perform. 

If you were to stop by his house, you'd 
see how totally Barbershop a fellow can 
be. His walls are covered w ith souvenirs 
from the numerous contests he's 
attended. A nd you won't get out w ithout 
hearing a few numbers from his ever 
growing Barbershop record collection. 
Sitting on his dresser is h is most prized 
possession, the BOTY trophy. He's 
awfully proud of that trophy; and it's no 
secret that the Harmony Hawks are 
awfully proud of him. 
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Pictured above: George Davidson, 
tenor; Steve Matthews, bari; Dr. Mike 
Thomas. lead; Pete Tyree. bass. 

Dr. Mike Thomas 
Appreciation Night 

by Al Potts 
Denver , Colorado Chapter 

On the evening of April 16, 1977 at 
6:30 p.m. approximately 250 friends, 
relat ives and fans of barbershop harmony 
gathered together to pay honor to Dr. 
Mike Thomas, former director of the 
Denver M ile-Hi Chapter Chorus. It was an 
unforgetable evening of fine singing and 
memories of a job well done by Dr. M ike 
when he directed M i le-Hi from 1973 thru 
1975. 

Shar ing in the evening's fest1v111es 
were M ike's lovely w ife, Sharon and his 
three fine looking boys - Kurt. Mike and 
Damon. They have been and are a great 
part of Dr. Mike's barbershop life. The en
t ire evening was under the Chairmanship 
of Dave Woods and was w ell done. 

Dr. M ike has had a continuing bout 
w ith M ultiple Sclerosis and 1t final ly 
forced him to retire as Mlle-Hi director 
after the 1975 District Contest and has 
since been a factor in h is ab1l 1ty to car ry 
on h is denta l practice here in Lakew ood. 
Colorado. He was singing lead in a 
quartet called the Continental D1v1de w ith 
George Davidson on tenor. Steve 
Mathews as bari and the " old man" in the 
group, Pete Tyree, as the bass. This was 
M ike's third quartet as Central States 

Novice Champs, having been accorded 
that honor before with the Noted Four and 
the Arrangement. The Continental Divide 
were re-united this particular evening 
and brought the house down with ren 
ditions of some of their (and the crowd's) 
old favor ites. M ike, you still got it, old bud
dyl 

The other featured singing groups of 
the evening were the Skyl ine Sweet 
Adeline Chorus, the Denver M1le-H1 
Chorus, 4th Generation Quartet. Gold 
M inors from Boulder. a pick-up(?) group 
from Bou lder (2 Irishmen. a " Swede" and 
an Italian feller), Sweetwater Sound (a 
Sweet Adelines quartette). Royal South 
Platte River Flats. the Sunday Sup
plement and last. but not least. the Clas
sic Collect ion, 1975 Central States Dis
trict Champs. What an evening of ringing 
chords and just honest-to-goodness fun II 
Super!! 

Ron Kientz did the honors with a few 
words about Dr. M ike Thomas and pretty 
wel l summed it up by referring to an 
article written by Mike himself concern
ing P-R-1-D-E --- and thi s man is loaded 
w ith it. In M ike's own w ords, pride stands 
for P - potential, R - responsibi lity. I -
init iative. D - dedication and E - en
thus iasm. These are the f ine qualities 
that Dr. M ike impressed on our Chapter 

and stil l exhibits in his everyday problems 
in life. We honor him because of his 
unselfish service and leadership to 
Denver M i le-Hi and we say to him, " on 
behalf of the Denver Chapter we want to 
say thank you for having been our Direc
tor - - and from all of us here this even ing 
for being such a good friend." 

Heart-heats 
by J im Davis 

Kansas City, M o. Chapter 

With a new president and board of 
directors. a set of 4 -step risers. and a re
newed determination to beat St. Joe at 
Davenport this fall, we're well into ou r 
best year ever. Our 31st annual " Parade 
of Quartets" featuring the " Boston Com
mon, " the " Rural Route 4," and the 
" Heart of Amenca Chorus," was an even 
greater success this year due to the ad
dition of a Saturday matinee, which was 
ottered at reduced rates. primarily for the 
benefit o f school, church, and sen ior 
cit izen groups, and which promises to 
become a permanent fixture. 

Our annual A . F .A .. held on March 
29th was a tremendous success w ith 1 2 
men being aud111oned; and the following 
week saw 9 of them returning. some with 
guests of their own! How's that for 
spreading the good word? 

Have you ever tried to outfit 75 men of 
various sizes and shapes in matching 3-
piece suits. shirts. ties and shoes? That 
w as just one of the many tasks that our 
current A.V .P. Don Stewart ac
complished last year that lead him to be
ing named H. O .A . " Barber Shopper of 
the Year" at our annual "Ladies Night" 
banquet at Arrowhead Inn on April 15th. 
Some guys JUSt don't know how to say no. 
What would we do wtthout 'em! 

If you were in Waterloo, Iowa in April 
for the spring convent ion and Inter
nat ional preliminaries. you may have 
noticed a new face in our present C.S. 
District Quartet Champs " Rural Route 4." 
We ll. that face (it" ll never launch a 
thousand ships) JUSt happens to belong to 
our own " arm waver." ' J im Bagby! And 
mighty proud of him (and them other 
three) we are. tool And speaking of the 
RR 4. we want to wish them and the other 
3 quali fying quart ets (see article else
w here in this issue) the very best of luck 
at Philadelphia in July. Also, the best of 
luck to the St.Joseph, M issouri " PonyEx
pressmen " in their bid for the gold. We'd 
really like a shot at beating an 
international finalist! 

Speaking of conventions (sneaky way 
to get 1n a plug, eh?) start making plans 
now to attend the 1978 fall distr ict 
convention and contest in Kansas City. 
Missouri. the " birthplace of barbershop
ping . ·· W e're looking forward to seeing all 
of you. 
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Merit Award to Watertown 
by Chuck Hanson 

Watertown. S.D. Chapter 

On April 16, 1977, at the Minnkota 
Chordsmen show, the Watertoneions 
were presented a Recognition of Merit 

Award for sponsoring the newly formed 
Aberdeen Chapter. Pictured above is 
"Torchy'" Ries accepting the plaque from 
C. S. D. President, Fred Wagaman . A 
portion of the Aberdeen chorus is in the 
background and in the stripped vest is 

7 • 1n '77 Surpassed 
by Jim Kling 

Davenport, Iowa Chapter 

The Davenport Chordbusters accepted 
the challenge of Central States Presi
dent Fred Wagaman. In the February is
sue of the SERENADE, Central States 
Barbershoppers were told to .. w atch out, 
the CHORDBUSTERS are on the march 
for 7 in '77." 

And MARCH is just w hat the CHORD
BUSTERS did during Harmony M ontl1 It 
is my pleasure to report that. wi th the ex
pert guidance of AVP and BarlJersltupµer 
of the Month Dr . .. DONZ" DOERING. the 
CHORDBUSTERS are on the threshhold 

of 14 in '77. That's right, a 14% increase 
in chapter membership during the first six 
months of this year. We are well on the 
way to become members of the famed 
Century Club. 

looking ahead, you w ill see a very busy 
chapter in Davenport. Summer t ime 
provides all the fun filled events one could 
hope for. Sing-outs in the parks and on 
boats while floating down that lazy river. 
Family picnics, golf and our famous 
Willow Tree Stag are all part of the fun 
too. 

As fal l approaches, the contest spirit 
will grab all barbershoppers. The 

Bob Estwick. the organizer and first 
president of the Sisseton Chapter. 

In the last issue of the Serenade, credit 
for authoring the story entitled " Report of 
Team #5'" shou ld be given to TorchyRies. 

CHORDBUSTERS w il l st art the 
competitive season w ith a NOVICE 
CONTEST slated for the weekend of 
August 20-21 . Big plans are being made 
for the big names who will be in Daven
port for a super quartet craft session and 
novice contest. Make plans now for your 
quartet to attend. For further information 
contact TOM RYAN, 108 25th Ave., Clin
ton. Iowa 52732, AC 319-242-1449 or 
242-0776. 

You haven 't been to a contest till you 
take part in the one Oavenporters are 
planning for you. Bill HAXMEIER of the 
Tri -Statesmen from Dubuque. Iowa will 
be here. Bill is the winner of the free 
weekend contest sponsored by the 
CHORDBUSTERS. Many surprises are 
wait ing all Central States Barber
shoppers. Make your plans NOW to meet 
in Davenport this fa ll. October 7 -8 -9 are 
the dates for fun for all. 



WE HAD 
A BALL! 

by Skip Wendt 
Fort Dodge, Iowa Chapter 

As a prelude to our AFA program this 
year the Ft. Dodge Chapter rented the 
Twilight Ballroom for the evening of April 
12 and h ired a dance band. Invitat ions 
were sent out to all program advert1ser
boosters and their employees, all ex
members w e could contact and our own 
members and their w ives to attend an Ap
preciation Night. A nice crowd turned out 
and all had a good time. During the even
ing the chorus presented 2 short 
programs and a pickup quartet sang. 
Mayor Herb Conlon was in attendance 
and during the evening signed a Harmony 
Month proclamation and presented it to 
the chorus. On the following two Tuesday 
nights we held our AFA nights w ith ap
propriate programs at our regular prac
t ice hall. 

Ft. Dodge mayor presents proclamation 
designating April as Harmony month in 
Ft. Dodge to President Francis Wingert. 

The Town and Country Chorus 
presented two 16 minute segment s 
during the evening. 
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K eystone Chorus Shares 

Stage With Hollywood Personality 
by Ed Olson 

Elkader, Iowa Chapter 

Members of the El kader Keystone 
Chorus seem to be enioying the company 
of Art Linkletter fo ll ow ing t heir 
appearance on a program w it h the 
famous Hollywood entertainer at a 
Challenge Fund Dinner at Upper Iowa 
College, Fayette, Iowa, M ay 7 Linkletter 
was the featured speaker at the event 
while the .. Keys" provided t he musical 

Largest Crowd 

In a Decade 
by Alan Wagner 

Omaha. Nebraska Chapter 

The Omaha Chapter is on the movel 
Our special activiti es started last fall w ith 
the District Convent ion 1n the Orpheum 
Theatre. On March 26th of this year, the 
largest crowd in a decade w as 
entertained again the Orpheum by the 
Omaha Chapter Show , " Oh How They 
Roared ... The two guest quartets were 
very enterta ining too. After all, The 
lnnsiders and The Sun tones have proved 
to be crowd pleasers. Less than one 
month after the show. t he Central 
Statesmen placed fi ft h in the Waterloo 
Contest. That 1s our highest rank 1n at 
least three years and of course 11 qua hf 1es 
us to compete at Davenport in the fa ll 

Besides that compe1111on, w e have a 
terrif ic fall event planned for September 
10th. a Logoped1cs Spectacular! Top 
notch quartets from across the nation and 
a massed chorus of 200 men from the 
Fremont. Lincoln and Omaha, Nebraska 
chapters and the Atlantic and Denison, 
Iowa chapters wil l perform 

W ith an exci ted. growing chapter. 
Omaha is the place to be for the best in 
Barbershoppmgl 

enterta inment. 
The Elkader chorus entered district 

competit ion for the first time this year and 
placed 8 th in the W aterloo event, Apri l 
23. 

Part of a busy spring schedule included 
a joint concert w ith the Luren 
(Norwegian) Chorus from Decorah, May 
1 on the stage of the Senior High School 
tn Postville, Iowa. 

The " Keys" currently have a 
membership of 46 members. 

COllifACt 
lt>ll.V. tif"S"'d~litt.UI 
t 11..IUfrl-'U10MNt 

tll:be..1f ormalities 

~ 
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ACTIONS SPEAK LOUDER THAN 
WORDS - The Minnkota C hordsmen of 
Sisseton. South Dakota. put action into 
the words " We Sing That They Shall 
Speak " recently when their President. 
Leo n Eneboe, presented a check for the 
Roberts County Home Health A id Fund. 
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The donation will be used for upkeep 
and repairs to hearing testing 
equipment used by the Roberts County 
Health Nurse. Pictured holding the 
audiometer is Leon Eneboe and 
presenting the check to N ancy Monroe. 
County Health Nurse is Treasurer Peter 
Johnson. 

OFF AND ROLLING! 
by Bob Swenson 

Manhattan. Kansas Chapter 

The newly chartered Manhattan. Kan 
sas, Chapter of SPEBSQSA got off to a 
great start with their Charter show on 
March 5. The show was a sellout of over 
950 persons, including 350 Kansas 
Barbershoppers attending the weekend 
Kansas Division HEP School and Quar
tet and Chorus Contests. 

W ith MC Tom Cogan keeping things in 
order, the new Quad-County chorus sang 
their f irst show on the theme ''Nos 
talg ia." The Charter w as presented by 
Ken Schroer, CSD Executive Vice-Presi
dent. at the completion of the Quad
County songs. 

The Hutchinson Salt-M inors, Then 
Current Kansas Chorus Champs, com 
pleted the first half of the show. During 
the second half, the Kansas Citians, the 
Mid-Continentals, and the Cavaliers 
provided plenty of fun and ringing chords 
for a very appreciative audience. Our 
Thanks to these quartet s for their help in 
the show and especially to the Caval iers. 

who took over as headliners in place of 
the ailing Mid-Continentals. 

On Sunday following the Charter show, 
all 37 of the charter members appeared 
on the contest stage for the first time and 
captured f ifth place in the 1 2-chorus Kan
sas Division Contest, a very good start for 
our chorus under the direction of Tom 
Hart. 

Obtaining our charter was not the only 
goal of these dedicated men, some of 
whom were previously singing w ith a 
non-affiliated group. Our chapter officers 
have set high goals to make Manhattan 
chapter one of the best chapters in the 
State, both musically and admini
stratively. The chapter is now ranked 
third in its plateau in protention score, so 
maybe things are going right for Ka nsas· 
newest chapter. 

We're proud to be officially a barber
shop chapter, and want to say a special 
"Thank You" to all those who have helped 
us achieve charter strength and keep us 
on the straight and narrow. With Tom 
Cogan's visits. training furnished by the 
district at COTS, concern and help from 

Kansas DVP's Marlin Brown and Allan 
Hirst, w e just hope that we can repay in 
some way the time and effort so many 
have given us. 

W ith the good start we've gotten. it 
looks like M anhattan i s off and running 
w ith a good future in sight. If we can help 
any other chapter in any way. 1ust let us 
know, because we feel we' ve got a lot of 
help and are ready to spread our talents 
wherever they can be put to use. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

That members of the New M anhattan, 
Kansas Chapter have so far been 1n at
tendance at the 1977 Midwinter Conven
tion in Orlando, at the Kansas Division 
HEP School and Chorus Contest. at the 
CSD Convention in Waterloo. and present 
for at least eight of the Kansas chapter 
shows. this spring? Can any other CSD 
Chapter match that record for atten
dance at barbershopping events? 

How's This For 
Community 
Service? 

by Martin Weismantel 
Aberdeen. S.D . Chapter 

On Sunday. May 1. 1977 the Chorus 
participated in a "sing-in." 

We were 25 members strong and 
began the afternoon with a 30 minute 
show at the Aberdeen Senior Center. 
From there w e proceeded to the 
Americana Nursing Home for another 
performance. The next stop was at the 
Bethesda Nursing Home where we sang 
approximately 6 selections. After 
Bethesda we drove to the extreme north 
end of town and sang for the residents of 
Mother Joseph Manor and following that 
we took an hour off for an afternoon 
lunch. We started the evening wtth a 
few selections for the residents of " The 
Homestead" w hich is an apartment com
plex for retired senior cit izens. The final 
show of the evening was at the Alonzo 
Ward Hotel where we sang for a banquet 
sponsored by the alumni group of South 
Dakota State College. 

We are in the process of w orking up a 
program of rel igious numbers and intend 
to vis it the churches of chorus members 
during the summer months as a part of 
their regular church services. 

We are also w orking on some selec
tions we intend to use for our Charter 
show to be held some ttme in November. 



The General Staff in 1870 Cavalry Gen. 
Uniforms: Lukenbill (T). Keller (l ). 
Jerman (Br). Burchard (Bass). 

Part o f symposium audience 

Try This 

In Your Town 
by Ken Burchard 

Pueblo. Colorado Chapter 

Preservation and Encouragement! 
Here's w hat it was like for the General 
Staff quartet and two members of the 
Pueblo, Colorado " Sunsational" chapter 
on M arch 10, when. at the invitation of 
voca l music teacher Nola Reid, the 
foursome presented a 45 minute 
" symposium" on BarbershopHarmonyto 
the 7th hour music class at South H igh 
School 1n Pueblo. I asked the chapter 
board for funds to give 4 copies of " Young 
Men In Harmony·· songbook and the 4 
learning tapes by Sibley High chorus to 
the music department of the high school, 
w hich they approved unanimously. 

Through W . R. "'Mac" M cFedries. w ho 
has been helping the teacher try to 
interest the young men 1n her classes in 
singing barbershop. we contacted M rs. 
Reid. She teaches and d irects a vocal 
group ca lled " The Entertainers:· 19 
young men and w omen who constitute 
the 7th hour music class at South High, 
including, for the past several years. a 
boys' barbershop quartet I She responded 
enthusiastically and we arranged for the 
General Staff, M ac. and our chapter 
photographer - historian Roy Cotton to 
get off w ork on a Thursday afternoon 
(quite a chore!). 
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opened with a medley of The Old Songs 
and Honey, Lil Lize Medley, a 5 minute 
talk by Mac. another song by the quartet, 
explanat ion that the Barbershop 
Harmony style can be applied to more 
modern songs t han turn of the century 
ballads, demonstrated by the quartet w ith 
Red Roses for a Blue Lady; a 15 minute 
session teaching the young singers the 
Sleepy Time Down South tag; presen
tation of books and tapes; 2 songs by the 
High School quartet; and a final song by 
the General Staff. Bel ieve me. that 's a lot 
to cram into 45 minutes! 

When the big day arrived, w e assem 
bled at tenor Howard Lukenbill's house 
about an hour beforehand to warm up, 
then to the school. There w e found not 
19, but about 20 boys and 40girls waiting 
for us! Mrs. Reid hadarranged for them to 
get " passes" from their other 7th hour 
classes to attend the Entertainers classl 

Howie set up his super-deluxe stereo 
tape recorder and away w e w ent. A copy 
of the tape is enclosed. W e w ere very en 
thusiastically received by a receptive, 
attentive audience. w ho applauded 
vigorously in all the right places. 
especially w hen we announced that we 
had changed the words of the Sleepy 
Time Down South tag to " Now it's Time to 
Si-i-ng at South High! " 

W hen we presented the gift -wrapped 
books and tapes to Mrs. Reid. she looked 
like a kid on Christmas morning as she ex
citedly tore off the wrapper. 

All too soon the 5 minute warning 
buzzer sounded (in the w rong key, of 
course!) while the General Staff was tak
ing the pitch for the closing song. All the 
students stayed f irmly in place until the 
quartet ended the song. A bout 25 stayed 
(7th hour is the last class of the day) 
asking the Generals in a hea rt -w arming 
fashion to "please sing some morel ", 
which we four hams w ere most happy to 
dol 

We have invited the high school quartet 
to appear on our annual show "'Dixieland 
and All That Jazz" May 7, and bring Mrs. 
Reid along so that we may publ icly thank 
her on stage for encouraging Barbershop 
harmony among her students. They 
accepted like we had offered them a 
million bucksl 

We feel that here isa positive approach 
to the future health of the society and any 
small. struggling chapter such as ours. 

RANDY JONES 

JIM SCHOEMER 
Bus 

JAY ROSSON 

MllO BOHlENOE R 
lud 

We are always on the ragged edge of ex
tinction. and have had much trouble try
ing to attract musically knowledgeable 
members. Some day soon, some of these 
young men are going to take over the 
reins from us old-timers and make our 
chapter and the entire society bigger. 
better, and more fun than everl 

HELP WANTED! 
At the January M id-W inter meeting in 

Orlando, Florida. the International Board 
asked me to take on the chairmanship of 
the Society's Cash-Hall Expansion Fund. 
What could I do but say " Yes"? Just 
shortly before this I'd been asked to do the 
same thing for Sunshine District. So, 
here I am today, carrying a big bucket on 
each shoulder. And, I sure need your 
help I 

By the t ime you read this issue of the 
Serenade every member of the Society 
w ill have received my letter urging their 
cont inued support of the Expansion Fund 
to help get our Society's new building in 
Kenosha paid for. Fellows, this bui lding is 
really needed - and w ith your support we 
CAN pay for it w ithout having to borrow 
money. 

Through March 31 , 1977, twenty-two 
of Central States District 's active 
chapters have contributed $2, 108.50. 

And 418 of your District"s 3, 131 
members have individually contributed 
$5,513.50, w hich i s an average of $13.19 
per man. 

So, come on chapters! Come on, 
members! YOU are the guys who keep 
our great Society moving. If you. as a 
member. or your chapter, are still sitting 
on the sidel ines. won't you " get in the 
game" ? 

Special thanks to the 22 Chapters and 
418 members of Central States District 
who have been heard from. If you can 
keep up the good work, be assured your 
continued support is needed and 
welcomed. As Kojak says, " Who loves 
you, baby?" 

As Sam Aramian. our 1977 Society 
" Pres." says, " Together we are 
something"! Let's show him we're 
" something else.·· Sam wants your help -
and I do tool 

TIM 
• ORM 
LARRY 
OCNNIS 

Sherry Brown 
Member Sarasota and Venice, 

Florida Chapters 



BOB STOCK 

Named C.S.D. 
Barbershopper 

of the Year 
by Mike Hines 

----"and the 1976 Barbershopper of 
the Year is Bob Stocki " W ith these words. 
T.M. M ike Hines announced that the 
BOTY Committee had chosen the Dis
trict's Immediate Past President as the 
recipient of the District's coveted BOTY 
Award for the year 1976. 

And a w ise choice it was. Bob has 
served the District in an outstanding 
manner since he was first elected 
Nebraska - South Dakota Division Vice
President back in 1972. After two years in 
this position. he was elevated to the 
position of Executive Vice President, and 
then in 1975, he began a two year tenure 
as Central States District President. 

Bob's accomplishments as District 
President were many and varied. During 
his tenure the District experienced an 
amazing growth in membership, going 
over 70 in the number of chapters. During 
his tenure. also. the DME Program was 
established, and this program is proving 
most valuable in improving the musical 
standards of the District. Four of the most 
successful conventions ever held in the 
District were held during Bob's terms. 
The Serenade was expanded during this 
t ime. and plans were laid to expand HEP 
Schools and COTS. 

These were but a few of Bob's ac
compl ishments. but they serve to show 
his ability as an excellent administrator. 
Through good t imes and bad - and there 
were some of those - Bob skillfully 
guided and shaped the fortunes of Cen
tral States District. and all w ith whom he 
came into contact could agree that it was 
an honor and privilege to have worked 
with him and for him. 

Congratulations Bobl 
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~arr£11's ~orum 
by Don Farrell. District 

Director of Music Education 

The D . M ._E. Committee is working on a 
program to increase the list of what will 
be called "Certified H . E. P. Instructors." 
W,e _know t~ere are competent people 
within our district who have never been 
asked to be on a H. E. P. faculty because 
we don't know about them and we must 
be very cautious when enlisting the aid of 
people whose capabilities have not been 
determined. As a result, we w ork w ith a 
short list and some problems exist. We're 
working some people to death; it's 
sometimes very difficult to put a faculty 
together; talent is being wasted and 
our .membership sometimes gets tired of 
seeing the same old faces. We must 
develop a force of .'Certified Instructors' 
and a bank of 'Candidate Instructors' who 
will work with the 'Certified Instructors ' 
until being certifi ed through an 
evaluation process. 

I would appreciate hearing from 
anyone who may be interested in becom
ing a candidate H. E. P. Instructor. Please 
drop me a note and include a short 
resume of your qualif ications and the 
reasons why you think you would qualify 
(In 5,000 words or less). 

• • • * 
Unfortunately it has come to pass that 

far too many people in our district 
(competitors and audience alike) have 
come to view our contest program as 
nothing more than a way to establish a 
" pecking order" or a status. And w inners 
are surely deserving of our respect and 
admiration - no one would deny that. But 
th.e dev~stati~g influence of not being a 
win~er 1s tak~n~ a toll which is bordering 
on .srn an~ th.is 1s due only to a prevailing 
attitude within our district. In my humble 
opinion. every quartet or chorus who 
enters competition should receive an 
achievement award. That quartet or 
c~or.us is working on improving their 
signing and using the best means at their 
disposal to measure progress. We could 
not have contests if only the non-losers 
entered competition. And we would not 
be in an improvement pattern without 
widespread activity in the contest 
program. We tend to view the quartet 

which places 25th in a field of 25 as 
second class citizens and this is wrong. In 
a distr ict of over 3500 barbershoppers. 
these guys are in an elite minority of 200 
who have the intestinal fortitude the 
desire. and love for barbershop mu~ic to 
become a quartet. That alone is no small 
accomplishment. They have taken steps 
to do their very best. subject themselves 
to the most expert scrutiny and proceed to 
enjoy barbershop while "preserving and 
encouraging" our product. It's high t ime 
we began to recognize every competitor 
as a w inner and let them know we ap
preciate what they are doing. Where 
would we be without them? 

What's 

Coming Up Next? 

JULY 4-9 - INTERNATIONAL CONVEN 
TION - Philadelphia. Pa. 
JULY 23 • M ississippi River Festival • 
Edwardsville, Ill. 
AUGUST 7 -14 INTERNATIONAL 
HARMONY COLLEGE - M issouri Western 
U. • St. Joseph, Mo. 
SEPT. 10 - LaMars, Iowa Chapter Parade 

Waterloo-Cedar Falls. Iowa Chapter 
Parade 
SEPT. 17 · Denver. Colorado Moun· 
tainaires Chapter Parade 
SEPT. 24 • Sheldon. Iowa Chapter 
Parade 
OCT. 7 -9 ·CENTRAL STATES DISTRICT 
CONVENTION · Davenport, Iowa 
OCT. 15 • Boulder, Colorado Chapter 
Parade 

Sioux Falls. S.D. Chapter Parade 
OCT. 22 • Laramie. Wyoming Chapter 
Parade 
OCT. 29 • • Dubuque, Iowa Chapter 
Parade 

McPherson, Kansas Chapter Parade 
NOV. 5 ·Atlantic. Iowa Chapter Parade 

Elkader. Iowa Chapter Parade 
Marshalltown, Iowa Chapter Parade 
St. Louis, M issouri # 1 Chapter 

Parade 
NOV. 12 • Joplin. M issouri Chapter 
Parade 

NOJOCO. Kansas Chapter Parade 
NOV. 19-20 • COTS ·Overland Park. 
Kansas & Scottsbluff. Neb. 
NOV. 26 • Storm Lake. Iowa Chapter 
Parade 

---~ --· - .. --., 
o..i~-
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PHILADELPHl1 
WATERLOO WEEKEND 

Linle green tractors were everywhere 
as twenty-six quartets and nine choruses 
scrambled for spots in the Internat ional 
Contest in Philadelphia and the District 
contest in Davenport. After the plowing 
and planting was completed, four 
quartets and five choruses harvested the 
fruits of their labors and w ill now 
compete at their respective State Fairs. 

The quartet contest was an ext remely 
close affair with only four points separat
ing the top three contenders, w h ile more 
than one hundred points separated the 
top five choruses. 

The Classic Collection. the Formali tes. 
Rural Route 4, and the Jax of Harmony 
take their cause to Philadelphia and 
promise to ring so many chords another 
crack will appear in the liberty Bell. 
They'll be accompanied by the Pony Ex
pressmen Chorus. directed by Byron 
Myers. who will be putting their new act 
on stage for the first time and from what 
we've heard, it's going to be sensa tional! 
In an unfamiliar role are the M id-Con
tinentals who w ere named alternates to 
Philly. 

Choruses heading for the Davenport 
contest are The Happiness Express. 
Denison, Iowa; Pathfinder Chorus. Fre
mont, Nebraska; Twin Tow n Chorus. 
Waterloo-Cedar Fall s. Iowa; Tri 
Statesmen, Dubuque. Iow a; and the Cen
tral Statesmen, Omaha, Nebraska. 
They' ll be joining the top ten from the 
Omaha contest last fall for the right to 
present Central States in Cincinnati next 
summer. 

Bob Stock, everybody's choice for Cen
tral States District Barbershopper of the 
Year. was presented that aw ard by last 
year 's recipient, M ike Hines. and was 
given a standing ovation by the audience. 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa. w as announced as 
the w inner of the Chapter Achievement 
Award for chapters over 40 members, 
and Denison. Iowa. was presented a 
similar award for chapters below 40 
members. 

It was a fantastic w eekend in Water
loo, as are all Distri ct events. and w e con
gratulate Jerry Easter and the Twin Town 
Chorus for their efforts in making every
one happy. We think you' re greatl 

,\ -
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SIC COLLECTION 
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PHILADELPHIA PHAVORITES 
WATERLOO WEEKEND 

Little green tractors were everywhere 
as tw enty-six quartets and nine choruses 
scrambled for spots in the International 
Contest in Philadelphia and the District 
contest in Davenport. After the plowing 
and planting was completed. four 
quartets and f ive choruses harvested the 
fruits of their labors and w ill now 
compete at their respective State Fairs. 

The quartet contest w as an extremely 
close affair w ith only four points separat
ing the top three contenders, while more 
than one hundred points separated the 
top five choruses. 

The Classic Collection, the Formal11es. 
Rural Route 4, and the Jax of Harmony 
take the1r cause to Philadelphia and 
promise to ring so many chords another 
crack w ill appear in the Liberty Bell. 
They'll be accompanied by the Pony Ex
pressmen Chorus, d1rected by Byron 
Myers, w ho w ill be putting their new act 
on stage for the f1rst time and from w hat 
we've heard, it's going to be sensational! 
In an unfamiliar role are the Mid Con 
tinentals who were named alternates to 
Philly. 

Choruses heading for the Davenport 
contest are The Happiness Express. 
Denison, Iowa; Pathfinder Chorus. Fre
mont, Nebraska; Twin Tow n Ctiorus, 
Waterloo-Cedar Fall s. Iowa, Tr1 -
Statesmen, Dubuque, Iowa; and the Cen
tral Statesmen, Omaha, Nebraska 
They'll be joining the top ten from the 
Omaha contest last fall for the right 10 
present Central States in Cincinnat i next 
summer. 

Bob Stock, everybody' s choice for Cen
tral States District Barbershopper of the 
Year, was presented that award by last 
years recipient, M ike Hines. and was 
given a standing ovation by the audience 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa, w as announced as 
the w inner of the Chapter Achievement 
Award for chapters over 4 0 members. 
and Denison. Iowa, w as presented a 
similar award for chapters below 40 
members. 

It w as a fantastic w eekend in Water
loo, as are all District events. and w e con
gratulate Jerry Easter and the Twin Town 
Chorus for the1r efforts in making every
one happy. We think you' re great I 

11111 1 l 1111" 

lHE CLASSIC C~LLECTION 
1 st in Ph1llv 

THE M IO-CONTINENTALS 
(alternates) 
1 st in Philly 

THE RURA L RO 
1 t . UTE 4 

s rn Phill y 
THE JAX OF HARM 

1st in Phi ll y ON'( 

ALL THIS AND THE 

PONY EXPRESSMEN 

CHORUS TOO! 

(See You All At The Pep Ra lly) 
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\ PHAVORITES 

-iE MID-CONTINENTALS 
(alternates) 
1st in Philly 

TH E RURAL ROUTE 
l st in Philly 4 

THE JAX OF HAR/I/I 
l st in Philly ONy 

ALL THIS AND THE 

PONY EXPRESSMEN 

CHORUS TOO! 

(See You All At The Pep Rally) 
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THE VICE-PRESIDENT1S CORNER 
HEP ANO CONTEST TOOi 

by Allen H irst 
Kansas Division V. P. 

The Kansas D1v1s1on is having quite a 
year. Excitement started for the 
Barbershoppers of Kansas with the HEP 
School and Contest held in Manhattan, 
Kansas. on March 5th and 6th. This was a 
fantastic weekend for over 200 members 
and their w ives. On Saturday the men 
attended classes conducted by the l udges 
of the various categories observed at a 
contest. Charlie White conducted the 
seminar on Sound and held over 160 men 
spellbound. (Can you believe they didn't 
even want to quit to eat?) After the lunch 
break, Lance Heilman talked to the men 
about Interpretation. This was follow ed 
by a class for the directors and m usic 
committee members on Arrangement by 
Nick Lawrence while the rest of us 
learned about what is observed by Stage 
Presence 1udges from Dick Cullers. 

While the men were involved in the 
school, the wives were entertainec1 by a 
d1scuss1on on women's auxiliary led by 
the Salt Minors Gems from Hutchinson. 
Then all the ladies went downtown to a 
style show held at Browns of Manhattan 
with the Manhattan Barbershopper 
wives and children serving as models. 

Saturday night, the Manhattan Chapter 
had their Charter Show to a standing 
room only crowd Great performances by 
the Manhattan Chapter. Hutchinson 
Chapter and the Kansas Citians. The M id
Continentals. and the Cavaliers. After a 
Sunday morning worship service led by 
our own Rev. Ted Inman of the Emporia 
chapter, the annual Kansas Division 
Contest was held. Eight quartets and 
eleven choruses took part. " The Bored of 
Education" a Hutchinson Chapter quartet 
is the new state quartet champs. and the 
Wichita Air Capitol Chorus is the 1977 
Kansas Champion Chorus and w ill be 
representing Kansas at the fall Distr ict 
Contest in Davenport in October. 

After a short breather. Joe Liles came 
to Kansas and helped nearly 100 
Barbershoppers at Hutchinson, 
representing five chapters and seven 
different directors. have a thrill of their 
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life. The next night he journeyed out to 
Hayes Chapter for a repeat performance. 
What a representative of Kenosha Joe 1s. 
He makes us all proud to be a part of this 
great hobby called Barbershopp1ngl 

ANTI-HOME DAY 

by Tom Robinson 
Missouri Division V.P. 

I am now declaring September 10 as 
the Missouri Division Berbershopper' s 
Anti-Home Dey. The following Chapters 
should have thei r choruses in St. Louis 
for the Division Contest: Carthage. 
Columbia, Flor issant, Harr isonville, 
Joplin, North Kansas City, St. Charles. St. 
Louis # 1, St. Louis Suburban. and 
Springfield. Kansas City and St. Joseph 
have previously qualified for the District 
chorus competit ion next fall; how ever. 
they had better be ( 1) at the Division 
Contest to enjoy and w oodshed, or (2) in 
Omah a support ing th e District 
Logopedics Spectacular. W oe be to the 
M issouri Barbershopper that 1s home 
rather than supporting h is Division or the 
Institute on September 10. 

A real pat on the back to each of you. 
We are the only Division having every 
Chapter submit w hen it 1s going to reach 

each of the D istrict goals. At the time I'm 
wri t ing this. we only need two more men 
to have all Chapters off associate status; 
twelve more will mean no Chapter with 
fewer than thirty members; thirty-nine 
more to have met the 7% growth goal 
(already have jumped 4%). Also have 
Carthage licensed. Kirksville surveyed, 
and at least two more waiting in the 
wings. Firming up a HEP in the Kansas 
City area and working like crazy on get
ting in top one-half of activity plateaus 
will assure 100% accomplishment of 
goals I 

Congratulations to the Rural Route 
Four. I know you w ill represent us well in 
Philadelphia. A lso. congrats to the Mid
Cont inentals serving as the alternate 
quartet for Philadelphia. I know the 
Chapters of Harrisonville, Kansas City, 
and St. Joseph are proud of you guys. 

The Chapters in Florissant. Joplin, and 
St. Charles have also recently received 
Harmony Service Awards for their super 
contributions to the Institute. Guys, I 
really w ish every Chapter in the Division 
could get this award for this year. If you 
have visited the Inst itute, you really know 
what I'm trying to say. If you haven 't 
visited there yet, why not put W1ch1ta on 
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your vacat ion route and find out what our 
service project is all about. 

As a Division w e are off to a great star t. 
Just make sure w e stay this way. We 
have already proven the goals are at
tainable. But, just like the overtone that 
will fade away if w e don't keep concen 
trating, our goals can 1ust as easily fade 
away if any of us fa il to do our job. The 
Show-Me State is show ing it can be 
done I 

LITTLE BROTHER GROWS UP 

by Lynden Levitt 
Rocky Mountain Division V .P. 

There is so much act ivity in the Rocky 
Mountain Division it is difficult to select 
that which is the most newsworthy. 

Possibly of greatest importance is the 
fact that such Division will soon become 
the newest and 16th District of the 
Society and j oined by the entire State of 
Utah and portions of each New M exico, 
Idaho and Montana. Such prospects are 
delightful but the organizational re
quirements remaining are absolutely 
awesome! Little Brother has grown up or 
if not had better do so soon as on the 
heels of recognition follows the burden of 
responsibi lities. 

The membership of Rocky Mountain 
Division has long contended that the 
tremendous area of Central States has 
too often precluded them from enjoying 
many Barbershopping act ivit ies. Rep
resentations were made that if such ac
tivit ies w ere closer to home there w ould 
be substantially greater participation. Ap
parently these protestations were honest 
observations as evidenced by the Regis
trations at the April 30, 1977 First Rocky 
Mountain D ivision Contest. Eighteen ( 18) 
Quartets and eleven ( 11 ) Choruses 
journeyed to Scottsbluff to wit hstand the 
intimidating eyes and ears of a Single 
Panel of Judges. Heritage West of Ste r
ling, Colorado reigns as the Quartet 
Champions and the Cheyenne Wyom 
ingaires as the Champion Chorus. Each 
Denver M ile Hi and M ount Rushmore 
Choruses also performed but only for the 
Clinic as they had formerly qualified for 
District competition in Davenport this 
fall. It is believed a contributing factor to 
the success of this First Division Contest 
was the format instituted. The entire 
Contest was held in one day. the Quartet 
Competition in the morning, such being 
their only appearance and the Chorus 
Competition m the afternoon. This 
permitted many Quartet and Chorus 
members w ith other commitments to be 
gone from home. family and their em
ployment for only one day, arriving in the 
morning and returning home tn the even
ing. Many might not have been able to 
participate had there been greater 
demands on their t ime. Additionally the 
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Quartet Competition permitted any four 
men to compete whether or not 
Registered with International. If for no 
other reason, this permissibi lity was well 
justified when the smil ing face of long
t ime Barbershopper Swede Martinson 
walked on stage with three friends. 
borrowed uniforms, allegedly two days 
practice, introduced as the " Scotch 
Bluffs" and stole the hearts of all. 
Through ingenuity we intend to En
courage Barbershop Quartet Singing 
with hopefully the Preservation of 
Quartet Singing by men like Swede. 

Saving the best for last. an Evening 
Show with a packed house thrilled to a 
performance by the Classic Collection 
who become better everyday. Presenting 
a Show as such rather than Finals of a 
Cont'!st permitted local Barbershop buffs 
to attend together with t hose 
Barbershoppers who were able to stay. 
The M ile Hi Chapter solved the problem 
by chartering a bus, returning the 200 
plus miles to Denver thereafter. 

Interest abounds as fl edgling groups 
are weekly singing in each Cody and 
Sheridan, Wyo .. Craig, Colo. although the 
License in Alamosa, Colo. has been aban
doned. This does not mean Barbershop is 
dead there because many of their 
membership are joining adjacent 
Chapters. 

The Black Hills. Rock ies and 
Yellowstone are vacation paradises so 
p lease pack your Distr ict Directory. plan 
your trip and be our Guest when you are 
traveling this summer. We w ould be 
delighted to welcome you all. 

SUMMER SET-UPS 

by Rod Roberts 
Hastings, Nebraska Chapter 

Hooray l The middle of Mayl Outdoor 
singing starts today! That's what 's on the 
agenda for the Chorus of the Plains. Our 
sing-outs become outside sing-outs in 
various settings, including small towns 
and even in an outdoor museum. 
Barbershop chords should sound extra 
special w hen combined w ith turn-of-the
century streets and homes for a 
background. Sometime in June the COP 
w ill go the the beautifu l Stuhr M useum 
on the southwest edge of Grand Island. 
Nebraska and make the shady streets of a 
true-to-life·Nebraska town of 1900 r ing 
w ith Barbershop chords. We're looking 
forward to it . 

From early spring on w e'\'e been sing
ing out about several times a month. 
Many of these programs have been for 
people in tow ns around Hastings. Travel 
can be broadening; especially when a 
group of church ladies feed a group of 
Barbershoppers. We may need to let out a 
few waistbands. A ccording to about half 
the membership. cleaners keep shrink 
ing our uniform coats and pants. That 

never happened before, but the rest of us 
haven't sent ours to be c leaned, either. 

We'll be around, practicing all summer
we've got a fall show to get ready for. We 
now meet in the basement of the Faith 
Lutheran Church at 9th and Chestnut 
here in Hastings. These people have let 
us use their basement and have even 
given us storage room for music, props, 
etc. Any Barbershoppers coming through 
Hastings on a Monday should stop out 
and see us. It's the only neighborhood in 
town where dogs whine to come in on a 
nice Monday evening, so you can't miss 
it. Come on down and sing a tag with us. 

FIRST TIME EVERI 

by Del Beck 
Rapid City, S .D . Chapter 

By the time this appears in print the Mt. 
Rushmore Chorus w ill have presented 
the very first show ever held in Rapid 
City's new Civic Center complex. The 
Show was held in the 1 770 seat theater 
portion of the center. This year's show 
" Mr. Music-The Songs of Irving Berlin" 
was chaired by ROLLIE MEAD and 
presented by the 75 man Shrine of 
Democracy Chorus under the direction of 
AL PITIS. 

The Apri l 30RockyMt. Division Contest 
found Mt. Rushmore outscoring r ival 
Denver M ile Hi in the Chorus contest. 
Dakota Territory placed third in the 
quartet division. 

May 15 marked another chorus 
appearance at the Mt. Rushmore 
Memorial. Plans are to perform at least 
one time during the tourist season. A 
number of other appearances are being 
scheduled. 

The new Rocky Mt. District formation 
holds much in anticipation and ex
citement for this chapter. We are looking 
forward to continued associations with 
Denver. Cheyenne and others plus meet
ing choruses from Salt Lake, Albu
querque and places west. 

30 YEARS A BARBERSHOPPERI 

by Mike Michel 
Springfield, Missouri Chapter 

He still attends almost every chapter 
meeting. He st ill makes most sing-outs 
with the chorus. He'll still give a good ac
count as a bass on any tag w ith any three 
who'll ask h im. If no one asks, he still will 
ask. 

He's Herb Wall of Springfield's SHO
ME STATESMEN. In 1955 a sprawling, 
loosely-organized, but ebullient Central 
States District handed h im its gavel. He'd 
handled its pen well and. with his wife. 
Ila, had distributed reams of information 
as District Secretary. 

There is a treasure of barbershop 

Continued on page 16 
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bibliophilia and papers at the family 
home, still at 1219 East Catalpa. And Ila 
still hears "Dear Old Girl" and " Vacant 
Cha ir" live w ith the same bass who's 
been inviting friends in for many. many 
years. 

You 'll note a difference in the hairline 
and the shou lder- line as Herb holds his 
30-year certificate. But the eyes are still 
bright and the enthusiasm w i ll a lways be 
there. 

We reckon Herb to be the senior of our 
active past presidents. perhaps the senior 
of those surviving. There's no effort to 
steer the chapter to the " good old days." 
Herb Wall knows. and appreciates. that 
the " good old days" of barbershopping 
are forever. 

He's also a past International Board 
Member. But he w ears the DECREPIT title 
in name only. His health 1s good and his 
attitude is great. 

We should all hope to be a Herb Wall. 
Gordon Jenkins must have had him in 
mind w hen he w rote "This 1s All I Ask." 
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VINTAGE HARMONY 
St. Louis # 1, M issour i Chapter 
Contact M an: Samuel E. Guenther 

15 Buckley M eadows Dr. 
St. Lou is, M issouri 63 1 25 

CHORDAL CORPORATION 
Florissant Valley, M issouri Chapter 
Contact Man: John T. Matlock 

4257 Snelson Dr. 
St. Lou is, Missouri 63129 

FILM CITY THREE PLUS ONE 
Greeley, Colorado Chapt er 
Contact Man: Milton S. Hayden 

2416 Sheffield Circ le West 
Fort Collins, Colorado 80521 

MINOR CHORDS 
Watertown & Sisseton. South Dakota 
Chapters 
Contact M an: Taylor !Longworth 

523 1st Ave. SE 
W atertow n, South Dakota 57201 

THE FLORESCENT FOUR 
Florissant Valley, Missouri Chapter 
Contact Man: Vernon Hutson, Jr. 

3090 Heatherton Dr. 
Florissant, M issouri 63022 

BORED OF EDUCATION 
Hutch inson, Kansas Chapter 
Contact Man: Vern Com ley 

1509 E. 35th St. 
Hutchinson, Kansas 67501 

TENTH STREET HARMONY MUSIC CO. 
Kansas City & St. Joseph, Missouri 
Chapters 
Contact M an: Larry Pinckney 

129 W . 10th St. 
Kansas City, Mo. 6 ,6207 

FRONTIERSMAN 
Cheyenne, Wyom ing Chapter 
Contact M an: Gerald A. Donnelly 

111 5th Ave .. Orchard Valley 
Cheyenne, Wyoming 82001 

4TH GENERATION 
Denver Colorado Chapter 
Contact Man: Blake T. Robinson 

739 S. M i ller Ct. 
Denver, Colorado 80226 

UNRENEWED QUARTETS 
WICHITA LTS. 

Wichita, Kansas 

BLUE CHIP HARM ONY FOUR 
Davenport, Iowa 

CHORDIAL ARRANGEMENT 
Boulder, Colorado 

FOUR NUBBINS 
Sheldon, Iowa 

MUSIC MACHINE 
W ichita, Kansas 

CONTINENTAL DIVIDE 
Pikes Peak & Denver, Colorado 

A TOUCH OF TRADITION 
Lincoln, Nebraska 

SOLID SOUND 
Ottumwa & Des M oines. Iowa 

THE REIVERS 
St. Joseph, Missouri 

PROTOCOLS 
Denison, Iowa 

SHEAR DELIGHT 
Salina, Kansas 

SUBURBANOTES 
Kansas City, Missouri 

QUARTET CHANGES 
DIAMOND SYNDICATE 
Scottsbluff, Nebraska Chapter 
Contact Man: Bill Tallmon 

1601 Broadway 
Scottsbluff, Nebraska 69361 

FOURTH EXPEDITION 
Omaha, Nebraska Chapter 
Contact M an: Craig Hanson 

1447 s. 54th 
Omaha, Nebraska 68106 

SHY KNIGHTS 
Cheyenne, Wyoming Chapter 
Contact Man: Glenn Shaffer 

Box 2021 
Cheyenne, Wyoming 82001 

4 B's · Riverton, Kansas 
Contact M an: Byron Lengquist 

Box181 
Roverton, Kansas 66770 

SOUNDS 0 PLENTY 
Waterloo-Cedar Falls. Iowa Chapter 
Contact Man: Edward W . Marks 

332 U - Lane 
D ike, Iowa 50624 

CAVALIERS 
Wichi ta. Kansas Chapter 
Contact Man: Byron Brittain 

Box 386 
Newton. Kansas 67114 
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~Mississippi River Festival 
BARBERSHOP HARMONY 

NIGHT 
Saturday, July 23, 1977 

8:30 p.m. 

Front O ff ice Four 
Detroit Lensing M 1ch 1gon Aree 

Roering Twen11es Ouenet 
C 1nc1nne11 W estern H ills . Ohio 

Sout h ern Gotewev Chorus 
C1nc1nne11 Wes tern Hills. Ohio 

RESERVED SEATS : $3.50, $4 .50, $5 .50 
LAWN ADMISSION : $3 .50 

Southern Illinois University at Edwardsville 
Edwardsville, Illinois 

------------------------------
Ticket Order Farm 

Please Prin t 

Name Phone 

Address City State __ Zip 

J uly 23, 197 7 I would like _ t ickets @ S _ each 
(Number) (Cost ) 

If the tickets I request are NOT AVAILABLE . (check one bo x ) 

f ] Send best available reserved tickets for the same performance. 
I I will accept lawn seats. 

Make checks or money orders payable to MISSISS IPPI RIV ER FEST IVAL and mail 

with a stamped, sel f·addressed envelope to Universi ty Center Ticket Office, Southern 

Illino is Universi ty at Edwardsville ; Edward sville, Ill inois 62026. 

------------------------------



Meet Your CSD 

Vice-President 

Tom Robinson! 
by Tom Robinson 

Missouri Division V.P. 

Gee whizl Gosh dangl I am so excited I 
don't know where to start. I was born on 
October 2, 1 938 in Gage. Oklahoma. as 
the number two son and understandably 
the last child. After graduation from 
Woodward High School. I was off to 
Phillips University where I met my wife 
Judy who was an instrumental music 
major. After transferring to Northw estern 
Oklahoma State University, I graduated 
w ith a S.S. in Education. Following 
graduation. I taught for five years in a 
couple of high schools and obtained my 
M .S. in Student Personnel Higher 
Education from Oklahoma State 
University. After one year 1n a junior 
college, I accepted a position at Missouri 
Western State College as the Director of 
Admissions and Registrar - a position I 
have held for nine years (and probably 
w ill for a long time since the college 
president said I w as staying here unti l I 
got it right). 

I know I w ill live in Missouri the rest of 
my life because Judy told me so. Our 
oldest daughter, Jamie, was born in 
Oklahoma (prefers the Vagabonds 
quartet); our son, John, w as born in Kan
sas (Rural Route Four is his group); 
number two daughter, Jodie. was born in 
Missouri (she tells me to shut up if I'm 
practicing - so she obviously has a good 
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ear). Anyway, Judy told me w e are not 
moving to another state! We love to travel 
and go camping - fishing when we have 
t ime. 

My introduct ion to barbershopping un
fortunately d id not happen until moving to 
St. Joseph. After joining a local church, I 
asked what n ight the choi r rehearsed. 
The Director. Byron Myers, said, 
" Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. Do you sing 
barbershop?" Since that time. I have 
served as bulletin editor, sh ow chairman, 
secretary. two terms as president, an 
area counselor, andam now taking falter
ing steps as a new divi sion vice
president. 

To date, suppose my biggest 
barbershopping thrill occurred in Wichita 
a couple of years ago. A little girl from St. 
Joseph that the Chapter has been spon 
soring at the Institute of Logopedics due 
to a severe hearing impairment. HEARD 
us sing for the first time.Also a big thrill, 
(after three years effort) was getting the 
International Harmony College at M is
souri Western State. This summer will be 
the third consecuti ve year that CSD has 
had the benefit of relatively short travel 
time and expense to attend Harmony 
College. 

I'd really like to sing in a comedy 
quartet. If you know of three guys looking 
for a mediocre bass. let me hear about 
them. I would prefer competition-level 
sound without practice. 

Now that I have started writ ing, I don't 
know when to quit .. . 

Standing Ovation 
by Jim Conover 

St. Joseph, Missouri Chapter 

Thanks sincerely to you. in my behalf, 
To all the members of the Serenade 

Staff, 
For the good job you did in printing my 

letter, 
There's just no way that you could have 

done better, 

We have just completed our annual 
show , 

And our fans are still talking all over St. 
Joe, 

We're as proud as can be for the job we 
have done. 

As each member gave his percent, of 
one hundred and one, 

But not all the credit is taken by us. 
For there's others whose efforts were 

100 plus, 
Our wives and sweethearts and 

Stablemate Crew, 
And Mothers and Fathers to name just 

a few. 

Our quartets were comprised of boys 
and girls too, 

W ith TAPESTRYS all draped in white, 
"quite a view," 

Our MID-CONTINENTALS and YER
FA DDERS-M UST ACHE. 

Were stars of the show and their songs 
were a smash. 

The youngest of all was the SCHOOL 
HOUSE GANG. 

They gave us a thrill when " Mandy" 
they sang, 

And on Friday and Saturday it is 
understood, 

The fire was kept burning by our ow n 
SUNDAYS WOOD. 

Then out of the chorus stepped another 
quartet, 

Which is brand spanking new, you 
haven't heard yet, 

They're appropriately named the OUT 
OF CHORUS FOUR, 

And left no doubt that they've talent 
galore, 

Our show was successful, on this you 
can bet, 

And still there's some people we've not 
mentioned yet, 

They're un-sung and un-singing 
heroes to us, 

Who came to the show on foot and by 
bus. 

They yelled and clapped and hollered 
for more, 

And by our last song their hands w ere 
all sore, 

But they smiled and told us w e were a 
sensation, 

And to prove it they gave us a "STAND 
ING OVATION." 

''Mr. Music Man'' 
by W. E. Nuzum 

Hutchinson, Kansas Chapter 

The Hutchinson, Kansas annual show 
" Mr. M usic Man - Irving Berlin" w as a 
terrific success and played to a large and 
enthusiastic audience. The show 
featured the lnnsiders and the Hut
chinson, Kansas Salt Minors. The 
lnnsiders were excell ent as usual and the 
Salt M inors sang several tuneful 
melodies by Irvin Berlin. The outstand
ing chorus number was undoubtedly, 
"Alexander's Rag Time Band" w ith 
choreography. 

The Bored of Education, recent Kansas 
Quartet Champions, is really beginning to 
put it all together and produce an ex
cellent sound. The bass in that quartet is 
the director of the Snit M inors, Dave 
Norman. The Nightwinds are also singing 
well and will be appearing on the Con
cordia, Kansas show . 
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Promote Your Chapter Image 

by Dee Paris. PROBE Advisor 

Are you proud of your chapter? Are you 
proud of your chapter bulletin? Will you or 
some member of your chapter or a 
neighboring chapter attend the Inter
national convention in Philadelphia. Pa. 
in July? If so, here 1s an internal public 
relations suggestion to let the Society 
know about your chapter. 

Bring 25-30 copies of your bulletin for 
d1stribut1on at the annual PROBE meet
ing at 8:30 a.m. on Friday, July 8 in the 
ballroom of the headquarters. Ben Fran
kl in Hotel. Attending w ill be present and 
past Society editors and public relations 
officers. Here's a good opportunity to 
quietly .. toot your horn." 

Here's a way to reach the other Society 
members at the convention Cut the 
mastheads from two bulletins and fasten 
them together with cellophane tape to 
form a circular crown or hat to wear. The 
17-inch circumference will fit only pointy 
heads so you will have to extend it by 
splicing w ith plain paper To do this, sim
ply find your hat size in the left column 
below and the figure opposite 11 in the 
right column is the circumference in in
ches you must have. Just subtract 17 in
ches from that figure and you have the 
additional length of splice needed. 
Hat Size Inches 
6~ 21~ 
6¥e 21 Yz 
7 22 
7~ 22% 
7~ 22~ 
7% 23~ 
71/2 23Yz 
73,4 forget it 

This is iust another service of PROBE 
Separate "idea exchange .. meettngs 

will be held for editors and publ1c1ty men 
at 8:30 a.m. on Thursday. July 7. While 
the meetings are open to all members 
who are interested in these activities. the 
room sizes will limit the attendance to 75 
for each meeting. The PR group w ill be in 
Valley Forge Room A while the editors 
will have a panel of experts in Valley 
Forge Room B. 

Fred Steinkamp, co-editor of The 
Golden Notes bullettn of the West
chester County, N.Y Chapter will con
duct the editors' panel. Mid-Atlantic Dis
trict Public Relations Director Robert P. 
V1v1an will be in charge of the PR session 

Keynote speaker at the annual PROBE 
meeting on Friday will be International 
VP-Treasurer Leslie Hesketh. Jr. The 
results of the PROBE bulletin contest will 
be announced by Wilham J. Davidson of 
Hamburg. N.Y. The recipients of the 

Society PR awards will be announced by 
Hugh Ingraham of the Society staff No 
space problem is ant1c1pated since 1t will 
be held in the hotel ballroom. 

Happiness Express 

On Right Track 

by Charles M anford 
Denison, Iowa Chapt er 

The Happiness Express Chorus of 
Denison, Iowa left the Central States 
Prelims at Waterloo w ith great pride in 
their accomplishments of the past most 
active year. First place in chorus 1udging 
was. of course, the goal of that weekend 
and accomplishing that was a thrill 
know n only by those who have previously 
w on; but perhaps other accomplishments 
of the past year would be of equal value 

The award given the chorus at first 
place w inners of the district protent1on 
ratings in their division (and second at the 
international level) was by no means the 
result of a magic w and's waving over the 
heads of these 29 (yep) that's 29 (twenty· 
nine) dedicated men. And ded1cat1on is 
the name of the game when there are so 
few to see to the countless tasks. It's a 
case of simple mathematics: to produce a 
show of high quality takes the same ef
forts for the small chorus as for that of 
100 men, thereby each assuming triple 
responsibility. . .Incidentally that tiny 
chorus has the support of proportionately 
fewer wives and their dedicatton cannot 
be underest1matedl If it 's been a full re
warding year, 1t has also been one of 
great loss. 

The chorus was deeply saddened by the 
loss of an outstanding 23-year-old bass, 
when J . Bruce Huldeen was fatally in
jured in a tractor mishap last fall This left 
a gap never to be f illed. To express their 
feel ing and the dedication this young man 
had for his chorus association, the family 
made a most generous memorial 
donation of which several hundred 
dollars was sent to the Logoped1cs 
Institute. 

Last. but not least in this year's thrust 
toward becoming a winning and outstan 
ding chorus, is the able leadership of Don 
Fa rre ll. We 're all proud beyond w ords of 
the fact that he 1s now District Director of 
Music Education (DOME, sometimes 
referred to as 'Dummy') an appointment 
he has not taken lightly You'll all be hear-

ing more from Don as he has established 
great goals for this pos1t1on. iust as he has 
for his Happiness Express Chorus Oh 
that we all coul d give 100% to our 
organization as Don has always donel 

Move out of the way ... here comes the 
HAPPINESS EXPRESS on the Right 
Track I 

Mississippi River 
Festival 

by Tom Studebaker 

The M1ss1ss1pp1 River Festtval will 
again include Barbershop (Saturday. July 
23) in its 6-week season this summer. 
The fesitval is a not- for -profit 
organization, supported by subscription 
and the Art Councils of both M issouri and 
Illinois, which presents, each summer, a 
program of varied musical entertainment 
ranging from the St. Louis Symphony 
Orchestra to Rock at the Festival site ~n 
the campus of Southern Illinois 
University - Edwardsville. Illinois ( 15 
miles east of St. Louis) 

For the third consecutive year, Collins
ville Illinois Chapter. with the support of 
the St Louis Area Council of Barbershop 
Chapters, has been invited to produce a 
show for the Festival. It is a " For the Good 
ofthe Order" effort of these organizations 
which they feel deserves the support of 
all Barbershoppers in the area Theob1ec
tive is to broaden the base of public 
awareness and support of barbershop 
and is aimed primarily at non
ba rbershoppers 

The Festival people have stipulated that 
the finest in Barbershop be presented and 
certainly the show on Saturday night, 
July 23. meets that criteria 

Cincinnati Western Hills Chorus, Past 
International Champions 

Roaring Twent i es Q u artet , 
International Medalists 

Front Office Four, Past International 
Champion. Sweet Adeline Quartet 

The " Chordbuster Chorus.. from 
Davenport, Iowa, was the feature chorus 
m the f irst Festival show in 1975 along 
w ith the Dealers Choice, The OK-4 and 
the Brownstones. 
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SOC IETY for the PRESERVATION and ENCOURAGEMENT 
OF BARBERSHOP QUARTET SINGING in AMERICA, Inc. 

INTERNATIONAL QUARTET PRELIMINARY CONTEST 

Offici al Sunmary of Scoring - Central States Di stri ct 
Held at Waterloo, Iowa, April 23 - 24, 1977 

THE PANEL OF JUDGES 

Chairman: 
Sound: 

Interpretation: 

Stage Presence: 

Arrangement: 

Secretary: 
Asst. Secretary: 
Timekeepers: 

FINAL ROUND 
Rank Quartet 

C. V. 11 Pete11 Peterson Mission, Kansas Central States District 
Laverne Moore Milwaukee, Wisconsin Land 0 1 Lakes District 
M. "Ozzi e 11 Newgard Overland Park,. Kansas Centra 1 States District 
Kenneth Jordahl Algonquin, Illinois Illinois District 
Burt Staffen Thousand Oaks, California Far Western Di s tri ct 
Roger Thomas Racine, Wisconsin Land O' Lakes District 
Edward Weber Cincinnati, Ohio Johnny Appleseed Dis trict 
Burt Szabo Oviedo, Florida Sunshine District 
Edward Waesche Melville, New York Mid Atlantic District 
Steve Jacobs Kenosha, Wisconsin Land 0 1 Lakes District 
T. M. "Mike" Hines Cedar Rapids, Iowa Central States District 
Bill McLatchie Durant, Iowa Central St ates Dis trict 
Arlo Moore Overland Park. Kansas Central States Dis trict 

Inter' Stage Arra' Sub- Prev . Total Time 
Sound tation Pres. ment Total Pts. Score Seconds 

1 Cl assic Col lection 
2 Forma 1 iti es 

140 143 156 152 
148 146 148 145 
144 147 135 139 
143 146 139 143 
136 145 127 136 

272 5 
288 -1 
270 6 
268 7 
273 4 

2 870 
3 877 
2 843 
1 847 
3 824 

838 
830 
861 
834 
853 

1708 144 109 
1707 159 139 
1704 134 183 
1681 144 123 
1677 159 169 

3 Rural Route 4 
4 Jax of Harmony 
5 Mid Continental s 

6 Kelly's Kids 
7 Iowans 
8 Possibilities 
9 Artful Dodgers 

10 Old Time Hrmy. Music Co. 

SEMI-FINAL ROUND 

1 Rura 1 Route 4 
2 Mid Continental s 
3 Cl assic Collection 
4 Jax of Harmony 
5 Formalities 

6 Iowans 
7 Ke 11 y • s Ki d s 
8 Possibilities 
9 Artful Dodgers 

10 Old Time Hrmy. Music Co . 

11 Heritage West 
12 Gold Minors 
13 Royal Rendition 
14 Midlanders 
15 Lads of Leisure 

119 117 
131 131 
116 110 
124 118 
116 113 

126 112 
114 97 
112 106 
126 120 
115 104 

310 
240 
237 
244 
238 

2 -2 
4 2 

-3 4 
2 4 
3 1 

784 
721 
682 
682# 
690 

145 145 132 137 300 
142 146 139 137 285 
131 137 140 143 284 
148 143 130 138 274 
149 145 131 137 260 

0 2 861 
0 4 853 
4 -1 838 
1 0 834 
2 6 830 

126 126 
103 101 
121 116 
111 104 
108 109 

106 104 
98 99 

111 112 
111 102 
101 107 

116 107 
111 107 
119 105 
117 112 
115 123 

112 101 
121 113 
102 98 
102 102 

94 87 

253 3 -1 
290 4 3 
242 1 2 
270 -1 5 
227 -3 3 

255 -6 -1 
230 0 2 
236 -6 2 
233 -4 4 
248 0 3 

730 
719 
706 
702* 
682 

671 
663 
655 
650 
640A 

719 
730 
706 
702# 
682 

1503 
1451 
1388 
1384 
1372 

861 
853 
838 
834 
830 

730 
719 
706 
702* 
682 

671 
663 
655 
650 
640A 

128 145 
160 160 
156 110 
143 90 
159 116 

165 120 
154 118 
132 171 
115 149 
158 158 

109 145 
128 145 
103 142 
119 119 
138 139 

138 148 
149 129 
126 145 
126 123 
100 184 
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16 Pitchmasters 101 106 103 104 219 4 3 640 640 127 155 
17 Themi Four Guys 93 100 88 104 243 -1 3 630 630 92 163 
18 10th St . Hrmy. Music Co. 109 111 97 102 207 3 -1 628 628 159 146 
19 Sprcls. Tntinbltrs. 107 102 105 96 211 4 -1 624 624 132 152 
20 Tri-Towners 90 94 98 98 233 5 1 619 619 141 112 

21 Shamrocks 99 99 88 88 240 0 -2 612 612 130 151 
22 Woodshed Express 92 98 101 91 230 -4 1 609 609 134 126 
23 New Outlook 96 92 101 99 214 1 - 3 600 600 124 152 
24 River City Junction 97 95 93 90 202 - 2 0 575 575 135 117 
25 Brothers & Others 86 83 80 88 180 -1 -2 514 514 147 145 

26 Minor Chords 101 100 87 90 201 3 0 470** 470** 116 110 

* - Time Penalty - 16 points (2 seconds at 8 points per second) 
** - Time Penalty - 112 points (14 seconds at 8 points per second) 
A - Tie broken in sound category 

# - Time Penalty - 56 points (7 seconds at 8 points per second) 

CHORUS PRELIMARY CONT EST 
FINAL ROUND Inter' Stage Arra• Sub- Prev. Total Time 
Rank Chorus Sound tat ion Pres. ment Total Pts. Score Seconds 

1 Happiness Express 123 123 125 97 279 2 2 751 751 107 168 
Deni son, Iowa 

2 Pathfinder Chorus 110 112 116 123 263 3 2 729 729 153 137 
Fremont, Nebraska 

3 Twin Town Chorus 120 117 114 111 246 3 4 715 715 160 134 
Waterloo-Cedar Falls, IA 

4 Tri -Statesmen 105 104 104 94 260 3 1 671 671 123 l~O 
Dubuque , Iowa 

5 Central Statesmen 108 110 97 91 248 -2 -4 648 648 170 154 
Omaha , Nebraska 

6 Ametones 96 94 96 102 234 2 () 624 624 127 128 
Ames~ Iowa 

7 Wapello Chiefs 85 89 75 86 238 - 3 -3 567 567 153 131 
Ottumwa, Iowa 

8 Keystone Chorus 89 86 91 84 195 4 0 549 549 158 116 
Elkader , Iowa 

9 Marshalltones 102 102 107 97 209 3 1 541* 541* 10n 124 
Ma rs ha 11 town , Iowa (* - Time Penalty - 80 po i nt s - 10 seconds at 8 points per sec . ) 
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Blizzards 
and Basketball 

by Del Mitchell 
Sioux Falls. S.D. Chapter 

The month of March brings two big 
events to the state of South Dakota. One 
of them is probable · blizzards. The other 
is definite - the State Cl ass .. B .. and Class 
.. A .. High School basketball tournaments. 
These tournaments are held as sure as 
the sun rises and sets • blizzard or no 
blizzard. 

Basketball tournaments are exciting -
the arena fills with 10,000 fans; 8 fine 
teams are competing to decide who is 
Number One; there 1s plenty of color. and 
an air of anticipation prevails prior to each 
game. And then there is the National An
them played by ..... played by? Why not 
sung by? Well, why NOT? 

This was the question presented by one 
of our members last year - but we felt it 
was too close to tournament time to 
prepare • so we vowed that next year 
(1977) we would seriously look into the 

11 4 hlthurit 
Srerhng Colotodo 80751 
303. 522 2551 

possibility. 
We started in early January. Our PVP, 

Bill Stalheim, contacted the assistant 
director of the S. D . State High School 
Activities Association with our proposal 
to sing the national anthem twice· for the 
Class " B .. championship session on 
Saturday evening, March 12th andfor the 
Class "A" championship session on 
Saturday even ing. March 19th 

The Association was receptive. with 
some reservations as to the sound 
reproduction through the existing arena 
sound system, and as to whether or not 
we as a chorus would have the required 
number of personnel to make an .. im
pressive" enough showing in the large 
space of the arena . Another st1pulat1on 
required us to be able to set up the 
microphones, risers and chorus, sing the 
national anthem. and remove the 
microphones. risers and chorus within a 
very tight time schedule - thegame would 
start 30 seconds after the final chord! 

"'Cl.«1 M~U.""'°'" • ,_.. .. , •.!l."°"' 
ff •I V.Ul11of • r.lfMh.f ""'''""""" 

1jI2' Cui ~l•f\lll'O Or • ._. 
°'"'•ff, c. ....... I0'2l1 

Therefore Feb. 22nd found us in an 
empty Sioux Falls arena rehearsing the 
placement and removal of our equipment 
and personnel. Everything went well, and 
with 46 of our 50 members committed to 
participate. the associallon·s (and our) 
worries were over. 

The first big day, March 12th arrived. At 
6: 15 p.m. our members met at the 
rehearsal hall for warm-up. The riser 
crew hustled the risers off to the arena 
and at 7 pm. a rented 48 passenger bus 
rolled up to the door to carry us to the 
arena, where a majority of us waited in 
the bus wh ile others responsible for the 
sound system and risers were setting up 
their equipment. 

Then the big moment started as we 
filed into the arena. and onto the risers in 

full view of 10,000 basketball fans. What 
a thrill it was to hear the announcer over 
the loudspeaker. . "Ladies and gen
tlemen, our National Anthem, presented 
by the Sioux Emperians Barbershop 
Chorus." And what an even bigger thrill it 
was to actually sing that song, in that 
place, at that moment! 

The experience was equally as thrilling 
on March 19th for the Class "A" cham
pionship session Thanks to our director, 
Merlyn Lippert, our PVP, Bill Stalheim, 
and all of our guys who worked and 
participated, these two performances. 
even though short in duration. were most 
successful. 

And good things are still happening to 
us as a result of these two " singouts." 
You see - we were seen and heard by a 
total of 20,000 persons in the arena itself, 
and a TV audience of possibly 250,000 
across the State of S . D . 

The Empenans can highly recommend 
this type of performance to other chapters 
across the country. Try 1t -·we KN OW 
you'll like itll 
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District Directory Addendu~ International 
Achievement 
Award Winners N EW C HARTERED CHAPTER: 

Grea1 Bend. Kansas 
PRESIDENT - Gordon Jones, 361919th 

St., Great Bend. Kansas 67530. 
ADMINISTRATIVE VICE-PRESIDENT -

Don Halbow er. 3810 M cKinney, Great 
Bend, Kansas 67530. 

PROGRAM VICE PRESIDENT - Michael 
Shaheen, 171 4 Odel l, Great Bend, Kan
sas 67530. 

SECRETARY - Lee Phill ips, 2800 17th 
St., Great Bend, Kansas 67530. 

TREASURER - M aurice Hammeke, 
2112 M cKinley, Great Bend, Kansas 
67530. 

M USICAL DIRECTOR Kenneth 

Shaheen. 1714 Odell. Great Bend. Kan
sas 67530 . 

N EW AREA COUN SELOR: 
Buffalo W yoming - Russell L. Bull, 

3045 Bruhn Way, Casper. Wyoming. 
82601 . 

CHA PTER CHANGES: 
Casper Wyoming 
PRESIDENT - Donal D. Green, 817 

West 21st St., Casper, Wyoming. 
Storm Lake. Iowa 
SECRETARY - A rthur Daniels (address 

as pr inted in CSD Directory) 
TREASURER - Charles Wadsley, 

Nemaha, Iowa 50567. 

Plateau # 1 - Denison, Iowa Chapter. 
Plateau # 2 - M arshalltown, Iowa 

Chapter. 
Plateau # 3 - Kearney, Nebraska 

Chapter. 
Plateau # 4 Lincoln, Nebraska 

Chapter. 
Plateau # 5 - Des M oines, Iowa 

Chapter. 
Plateau # 6 - Rapid City, South Dakota 

Chapter. 
Denison. Iow a also placed second in 

Plateau# 1 for the entire Society. 

SEE YOU IN DAVENPORT 
FOR THE MOST 

FANTASTIC 

DISTRICT 

CONVENTION 

YOU'VE 

EVER ATIENDED!!! 

October 7 • 9, 1977 



CENTRAL STATES 
SERENADE 

DR. DON J . DOERING 
1131 W. 16th ST. 

DAVENPORT. IOWA 52804 
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