
Number 2 

Crossroads Of Midwestern H arm ony 

Ridgewat And Baltimore . ... 

Cross roads Of 

M idwestern Harmony 

For two glorious days. this corner in 
Waterloo. Iowa will be the crossroads 
of harmony for Cent ral States 
Barbershoppers. Many, especially the 
newer members of the society, have 
never discovered the fun and excitement 
of attending a district convention and 
contest. 

Waterloo. Iowa 1s emerging as one of 
the convention centers of the Midwest. 
We acknowledge that it's not yet well set 
up for a convention of the performing 
arts. but we're headed that way in a big 
hurry, beginning this April Our contest 
was originally booked into the new 
Conway Square Convention Center, prior 
to the time of its completion Budget cuts 
forced the deletion of stage fac1h11es, so 
we had to move the singing part of the 
convention to Waterloo's West High 
School. Even though located about two 
miles from the headquarters motel 
downtown, West's 1.800 seat capaci ty 
auditorium w ill offer a great place to sing . 
There are no obstructions in view, and the 
sound system is tops for our purposes. 

April 1977 

WATERLOO WANTS YOU!!! 
Some of the many reasons why 

Waterloo is the place to be April 22-24, 
1977. 

For most of us, the contest flavor 1s 
what we savor. and the convention 
aspect of things seems to be pushed in 
the background; left to the District Board. 
the House of Delegates and other com
mittee meetings so vital to the overall 
function of the district. 

West H igh School - Stte of all 
competitive sessions. 

Perhaps this is best. since the name of 
our society reflects the very reason for 
which w e gather. We want to either sing. 
listen to singing, or both. The main thing 
is that we are together ... and together. 
we are something! 

Our District President. Fred Wagaman. 
along w ith the able assistance of Don 

Continued on page 1 6 

Ramada Inn - Convention Headquarters 
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Fred Wagaman. CSD President 

The enthusiasm and expectation that I 
have found as I have made some visits 
and had conversations w ith some of you 
is hard to believe. From COTS at Overland 
Park through several installations; then 
COTS at Scottsbluff, more installations, 
and a few other contacts. you fellows all 
seem bubbling with enthusiasm to make 
this the greatest year ever for Central 
States. Truly, as Don Farrell says, Central 
States District is " Great and Getting 
Greater." 

I am most grateful for the pledges of ef
fort from all of you. The responses by 
Chapter and District officers at both 
COTS. to my request for your best efforts, 
was most gratifying. I am also grateful for 
the District level team that I am working 
with . You all are working hard to make 
our District " GREAT and GETIING 
GREATER." You all have my heartfelt 
thanks. I acknowledge the efforts of all of 
you in the real ization that you are the 
ones that are making things happen. I am 
humble in the realization that while the 
responsibility may be mine, I can do noth
ing by myself. It w ill take the efforts of all 
of us, working together as a team to ac
complish our goals. 

Our first Chorus HEP school, to my 
knowledge the f irst of its k ind in Central 
States or maybe the society, is history. It 
was a great day for Barbershoppers, and 
there is more on it elsewhere in the 
Serenade. Read about it and weep. If you 
weren't there you were the loser. 

Since m'f first exposure to Barbershop 
fellowship outside of the Chapter level, I 
have said it would be wonderful if some 
one could devise a method of bottling the 
Enthusiasm generated at these 
gatherings so it could be taken back to the 

Chapters and each member given a shot 
in the arm with that product. No one has 
ever told me this could be done, but 
somehow, I get the feeling it has been . If 
anyone was missed, let me know, come 
to Spring Prelims and we'll see that you 
get your share. We are "GOING AHEAD. 
MOVE OR GET OUT OF THE WAY ... 

In the next issue of the Serenade I will 
bring you some specifics on how we are 
going ahead. 

WE ARE HAVING 

A GOOD TIME! 

"We are having a good t ime. I'm proud 
to be a Barbershopper, and I have great 
hopes of seeing our Chapter being one of 
the largest and most aggressive in all 
Central States. '77 in 1977 ... 

The above was " lifted" from a letter I 
recently received in response to my re
quest for the establishment of goals by all 
of our Chapters. Three full pages 
preceded the above statement and 
spelled out in detail many of the activities 
and plans they have: not just for th is year 
but for the years ahead. It sounds like they 
are having a good time and I'm sure they 
are. "Ifs fun to sing but it's more fun to 
sing better." This is w hat Don Farrell is 
trying to do; make it more fun; so take ad
vantage of everything the District Music 
Committee is doing. I'm sure the above 
Chapter w ill, and my guess is they" ll hit 
'77 in 1977. For your information they hit 
39 in 76 but they're at 45 already in ·77. 

Fred P. Wagaman 
President 

Central State District 

Our Newest Chapter ! 
Central States Dis1rict President. Fred 
Wagaman, presents a charter for the 
North Platte. Nebraska chap1er to Dan 
Peddycoart , chapter President. 
Welcome aboard. gentlemen! 



CHORDBUSTERS 

RECOGNIZE MEMBER 

By Jim Kling 
Davenport. Iowa Chapter 

AH . it 's spring at last. and the 
CHOAOBUSTERS are full of song! During 
the warm ahernoons one can find many 
Barbershoppers busy getting their 
gardens in order so t hey can head for 
Waterloo and the Prelims. The 
CHOROBUSTERS will f ind 1t en1oyable to 
watch the whole chorus contest as spec· 
tators . 

The CHOAOBUSTERS have many 
memories of the devastating w inter 
behind us. Foremost in mind is the 
awards banquet we held on Valentine 
weekend. 

The CHOAOBUSTER 's Barbershopper 
of the Year award of 1976 went to ROD 
BAILEY for his significant contributions. 
his unselfish devotion to the ideals of 
barbershop quartet singing over a 
number of years. his continual support of 
the CHOAOBUSTEAS, the Central States 
Dist .• and International activities. and his 
ideas to Keep A merica Singing. This 
award came as a complete surprise to 
ROD. Seven years ago he gave up bowl· 
ing in four leagues a week to become a 
CHOROBUSTER . Always keeping the 
best interest of the chapter in mind, ROD 
has served on many committees and was 
our chapter President in '74. 

Many other awards were given that 
evening. A special service award w ent to 
BEAT GIBNEY for his hard work helping 
the chapter pay for new uniforms. Many 
thanks go to BEAT for his cheese selling 
ideal The barbersharp award went to the 
President DANA WATERMAN for his ef· 
forts and enthusiasm for t he 
CHOROBUSTEAS . Mr. Music for 1976 
was DICK KIAKPA TRICK for his note· 
worth musical contributions to the 
CHOROBUSTERS . DEL MENKE was 
reco gn i zed as the most loya I 
CHOROBUSTEA and RICK ANTHONY 
received the award for the most worked 
least recognized CHOROBUSTER . How 
can I be humble listing myself as the most 
outstanding new CHOROBUSTER of 
1976. 

The CHOROBUSTERS featured songs 
of the Southland for the Holiday in 
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Harmony Parade in March. Sharing the 
stage w ith us were the Roadrunners and 
Grandma's Boys. What a way to end that 
long and windy month. A good time was 
had by all. 

Central States Barbershoppers. make a 
date with the CHOROBUSTERS for Oct. 
7.9 and the best C·S·D contest in h istory. 
Remember: " Flick your BIC in Davenport 
this fall ... 

DON GOAD IS MT. 

RUSHMORE B.O.T.Y. 

By Del Beck 
Rapids City. S .D. Chapter 

Mt. Rushmore Chapter members 
named Don Goad Barbershopper of the 
Year 1976. Don was honored by his peers 
as a culmination of outstanding con · 
tributions through his role of Program 
Vice-President this past year. His creative 
program ideas and tech niques produced 
spirited chapter meetings which were 
both productive and fun. 

Our Motto. 'We Sing That They Shall 

FOURTH EXPEDITION 
Fremont. Nebraska Ch apter 
Contact Man: Craig Hanson 

1447 South 54th 
Omaha. Nebraska 68106 

ROYAL LAOS OF HARMONY 
Leavenworth. Kansas chapter 

Contact Man: Mike Rei lfy 
231 Fifth Avenue 
Leavenworth. Kansas 66048 

UNRENEWED QUARTETS 

HI-BINDERS 
Fremont. Nebraska 

QUARTET CHANGES 

THEM FOUR GUYS 
Jim 0 . Schwake 
2010 Bryngelson Or. 
Marshalltown. Iowa. 

Speak.·· is taken very seriously by Don. 
During the past two years he has 
personally d irected fund drives among 
the membership w ith proceeds going to 
the Institute along w ith the regular 
chapter contribution. 

Dick Walker was installed as 1977 
president. Outgoing president Dr. Walt 
Ackerman experienced a great year as 
the c hapter grew financially. in 
membership. activity and musical quality. 

President Walker stated in his goals 
that he expects to see the chorus improve 
further in musical quality. experience 
more growth in membership. have 
greater member and family involvement 
in chapter activities and look toward host· 
ing a future chorus and quartet contest. 

Well-known chapter member Lynden 
Levin. used a personal and challenging 
approach to installing the new officers. 
Lindy now holds the office of Rocky Mt. 
Division Vice-President and cont inues to 
serve as our district delegate. He also 
devotes much t ime and energy in his 
service to the Society as a member of the 
COTS faculty. 

Those in attendance at the 1977 Finals 
will see the Shrine of Democracy Chorus 
in new red. white and blue uniforms. It is 
at that t ime that chorus members intend 
to fulfill their f inal goal for the year·· 
placement in the top five in Central 
States. 

JIM SCHOEMER 
Beu 

JAYllOllON 
i." 8Mitont 

MILO IOHLEN0£11 
Lt.cl 

tltf)ejf ormalitits 



Gentlem en , Change 

Your Directory 
CHAPTER CHANGES: 
MASON CITY, IOWA - President - Dr. 
C . l. Semler, 115 Wilshire Circle. Hap
ton. Iowa 50441 . 
LAWREN CE. KANSAS - Musical Direc
tor & AV P - Joel Witham, 3020 Iowa. R-
6, Lawrence, Kansas 66044. 
STORM LAKE. IOWA - Secretary -
Charles Wadsley. Nemaha, Iowa 50567. 
W ATERLOO. IOWA - Public Relations 
Officer - Ellis M itchell. 2710 Williston 
Ave .• Waterloo. Iowa 50702. 
WATERLOO. IOWA - Bulletin Editor -
George Buseman. 320 H Ave .• Box 112 
Grundy Center, Iowa 50638. 
SPRINGFIELD. MISSOURI - Meeting 
Place - Messiah Lutheran Church. 925 E. 
Seminole. Springfield, M issour i. 
ST. CHARLES. MISSOURI - Meeting 
Place - Tuesday. St. Charles Presbyterian 
Church, St. Charles. M issouri. 

AREA COUNSELOR CHANGES: 
ST. LOUIS. MISSOURI SUBURBAN -
Jack Martin, 3087 Westminster. Floris
sant. Missouri 63033, 314-837-5594. 
OTTUM WA. IOWA - Merrill Aitchison, 
1625 47th St. N . E .• Cedar Rapids. Iowa 
52402. 
AM ES, IOWA - Clarke L. Button has 
resigned. 

DISTRICT CHANGES: 
AWARDS CHAIRMAN - Ray Boo, 740 
63rd St., West Des Moines. Iowa 50265. 
515-277-6904. 

NEW CHARTERED CHAPTERS: 
A BERDEEN. SOUTH DAKOTA A63 
President - M artin Weismantel, Colum
bia. S . D . 57433. 
Administrative Vice-President - Derald 
Shaw, 916 N. Lincoln St., Aberdeen. 
s.o. 57401 . 
Program Vice-President - Mark Marion. 
1104 N. Washington St .. Aberdeen. S . D . 
57401 . 
Secretary - Wayne Fisher 1727. S. First 
St., Aberdeen, S .D . 57401 . 605-229-
0456. 
Treasurer · M elvin Buck. 1509 S. 8th St., 
Aberdeen, S . D . 57401 , 605-225-6363. 
Muscial D irector - Calvin Engel, 1621 S. 
Lincoln St .. Aberdeen. S .D . 57401 , 605-
225-3083. 
N ORTH PLATTE. NEBRASKA A64 
President - Dan Peddycoart. 1709 West 
2nd, North Platte, Neb. 69101 . 308-532-
7558. 
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Administrative V ice-President - Ivan 
Knox. 1202 W . Phillip. North Platte. Neb. 
69101 
Program Vice -President Ronald 
Stauss, 1502 East D, North Platte. Neb. 
6910 1 
Secretary - Leonard V. Pierson, 1716 w . 
1st. North Platte. Neb. 69101 . 
Treasurer - Chuck P. Baker. 321 4 W . 3rd, 
North Platte. Neb. 69101 . 
Musical Directors - Ralph Tallmon. 1911 
East D, North Platte, Neb. 69101 , 308-
534 -3384; W ayne M ueller. 122 North 
Elder, North Platte, Neb. 69101 , 308-
534 -4296. 

THE SOUTH 

HAS ROSE AGAIN 

by Mike Michel 
Springfield, Misso uri Chapter 

The South has rose again! And the 
Sho-M e Statesmen of Springfield are 
mighty proud to be sponsors of our newly 
licensed group at Carthage. They have 
the right ideas, the r ight personnel, and 
the right programs to be picking up a 
charter soon. If you' re in Carthage on a 
M onday night. drop in at Fi rst Episcopal 
Church and sing with M ike Baggerly's 
chorus. You'll enjoy it . 

We've had a successful show. a couple 
of great audit ions night s, and VIP rat ing 
for Gene. Joe, M ike. Guy. Jay, John, 
Larry, Bob. Bill, Tony, John, and Ron, w ho 
give us a net gain of 10 members since 
directory time. We're up to 46, and every 
one is a singing member. 

There's a new look in chorus uniforms. 
a new quartet in the Ozark Express. a 
new registry for the Four on the Floor. and 
a new meeting place at Messiah 
Lutheran Church. The w ives are planning 
to organize. Gordon's planning another 
big auditions night. and Earl's planning to 
break the ground at Branson. 

We appreciate the nearby visits of Tom 
Cogan. Joe Liles. and Tom Robinson. we 
appreciate the civic response that has 
meant invaluable publicity and appear
ances at major social functions. and we 
appreciate Ham, Gordon, Royce, Richa rd, 
Joe, George. Sam, and Jude, a w orking 
board w ith more ideas than the Edisons 
and Franklins. They may be the only board 
in the district w ho map p lans over biscuits 
and gravy. 

Route your vacation p lans through Spr
ingfield and make one of our Thursday 
night meetings. We'd be honored and we 
promise plenty of barbershopping. When 
you have time, check our population 
growth. You, too. can be a part of it. 
There's no substitute for good biscuits 
and gravy. 

B a rbersh oppers 

at the State Fair 

By Roy Cotton 
Pueblo. Colorado Chapter 

Here is news for all the chapters in the 
Rocky Mountain Division. I have had a 
dream of seeing all the Rocky Mounta in 
Division barbershoppers in the arena at 
the Colorado State Fair at fai r time on 
" Barbershopper's Day." 

As some of you know , the State Fair 
entertainers are selected in the previous 
year. The spot that w e are shooting for is 
the 1 978 State Fair. 

We have to convince the Colorado 
State Fair Program Committee, and the 
Pueblo Chamber of Commerce that we 
want to be the ones in the arena 1n the 
year 1978. 

Our music committee agrees that. 
since new songs would be difficult for all 
chapters to learn. that the barberpole cat 
songs w ould be the logical ones to choose 
from. 

Which ones and how many songs has 
not been decided on yet. although they 
believe that four songs should be enough 
for a performance. So ... get busy on your 
barberpole cat songs. 

I would like for all chapters to get a 
letter off to the State Fair PROGRAM 
Committee. and let them know your 
chapter is behind thi s program one hun
dred percent, and that you will be in 
Pueblo to put on a show in 1978. 

The person to wr ite to is M r. Bob Gen 
try, State Fa ir Program Committee. CI O 
Pueblo Chamber of Commerce. 302 N. 
Santa Fe Avenue. Pueblo, Colorado 
81003. 

The more chapters that M r. Gentry 
hears from. the stronger and harder he 
w ill w ork for us in the Committee. so get 
those letters in the mail. 

RIVER CITY ~ DWGATION 

C. .... d t a.. PMHI,., IH 7Mt S.I ,, ,._,.,_. City, ,.._.. ..... 
...... SU~2M441 

~ 
GOLD minors 
~ 9 Ab£1;S.-~ .J 4A·~ ~ 

"•'"" ... r DOUG L H()Ot( 
~ ... ., ,...,, I J ~ < j/I 

.JU"' _Q i\fll Bt. ... c.. 
e«• •. 1;. ·--1...:q"tlt'I am 



HERE YA ARE 
By Jim Conover 

St. Joseph, M o. Chapter 

The Pony Expressmen are still in St. 
Joe. 

Putting together another great show. 
W ith Irving Berlin, a composer you 'll 

know 
And Byron and Tim directing the flow ... 

We're w orking hard to get 1t 1ust right 
For April's last Friday and Saturday 

night. 

We'll also be seen in Lees Summit, and 
Trenton. 

And our girls. as you know. are coming 
to Great Britain. 

We're w orking on costumes. to look our 
best 

And a pack of new songs for the Philly 
contest. 

Our new est quartet is the " School 
House Gang" 

Four young guys w ho'll make your 
heart twang. 

Our M id-Cont inentals. debonair and 
handsome, 

Have a new bass. by the name of Don 
Ransom. 

The " Revers" quartet. inact ive for a 
while 

W ill no doubt soon be back in grand 
style. 

Sundays Wood, are coming on strong 
And alw ays ready to break out 1n 

song ... 

If there's anything else you'd li ke to 
know . 

Pay us a visi t the night of our show ... 

TENOR - DICK LEIGHTON 
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ROGER THOMAS TO BE 
INTERNATIONAL REP 

AT WATERLOO CONVENTION 

Roger Thomas of Racine, Wisconsin is 
International Vice President of the 
37,000 member Society for the Preserva
t ion and Encouragement of Barber Shop 
Quartet Singing in America. He was 
e lec ted to t hi s po sition at the 
organization's 37th annual convention in 
Indianapolis in J une, 1975 and took office 
January 1, 1976. 

Thomas is a member of the barber
shop harmony society. having 1oined the 
Racine chapter in 1961 . Since then he 
has held many chapter and district ad
ministrative posts. He became president 
of the Land O'Lakes District (W isconsin. 
M innesota. North Dakota and two 
Canadian Provinces) in 197 1. In 1973 
and 1974 he served on the Society's 
Internationa l Board of Directors and 
currentl y is a certif ied internat ional 
contest judge. 

In business life Thomas is Vice-Presi
dent of Turf Equipment at Jacobsen 
Manufacturing Company of Racine, W is
consin. He is married and has three 
ch ildren. 

LUD--Yoaa 

MEMBERS SPEBSQSA, INC. 

CONTACT Len Bjella. 319 Linden Terr. S.E. 
Ceder Rapids. Iowa 52403 

Ph. 363-7726 

BARITONE - LEN BJELLA BASS - 808 NANCE 

~arr£11' s ~orum 
By Don Farrell 

District Director 
of Music Education 

Repeatedly in the course of past years 
we have w itnessed excellent schools 
lacking in students and functions of one 
description or another cancelled for lack 
of commitments to participate. Why are 
so many of our members reluctant to 
attend out-of-town functions? Surely 
there are many reasons as w ell as many 
justif ications (these two w ords don 't 
necessarily mean the same thing). The 
subject of this essay is one of the 
" reasons." 

Let us look at a typical chapter in a 
typica l community with a typical director. 
administration and membership. The 
chorus is the only one w ithin fifty miles 
and therefore it is the best w ithin fifty 
miles. The people of the community re
spect the chapter for w hat they have ac
complished and hold them i n high 
esteem. The barbershop music they 
produce is enjoyed by many and the direc
tor and singers love being known as the 
best in the community. So w hy go out of 
town to a school or meeting? 

Outside the community there will be 
other barbershoppers w ho may view the 
chorus and I or director as having set a 
standard of quality below w hat they 
believe to be acceptable levels. Someone 
may recognize d isturbing sounds w hich 
could easily be improved or serious mis
takes which should be cor rected. A nd 
egos may well be damaged w hen these 
men are forced to face the fact that w hat 
they are doing is not nearlyasgood as the 
people at home think it is. And they may 
f ind out th.at the acceptable standard out 
of town is much higher than the accept
able standard at home. So although that 
out-of-town school or meet ing my 
represent a rare opportunity for 
education and improvement, 1t also 
constitutes a very real responsibll 1ty. As a 
long, careful look in the mirror 1s avoided 
by the man who is too lazy to keep him
self well groomed, those barbershoppers 
who know they are not measuring up may 
avoid leaving tow n. But then if it's good 
enough to please the people back home, 
there's no need to sing better . or is 
there? r--------, 
t ~ ij B ARBERSHO P QUARTET t 

t ~~ _:\ ~:. ::;:::;". t l "~J ~ •H• ......... ~ 'U ( 

•\"' 1'"?.ta 

t CJ" l>tk'ltt\A t 
t · .... ,. I 
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WITH A SMILE ... AND A SONG 
Joe and Jane Heltne raised a family of 

singers . Kent. Karen, Terry, Jill and San
dra, and Joe was a Barbershopper. It was 
certainty natural that in 1948, w hen Joe 
joined SPEBSOSA and helped organize 
the Denver Mile-Hi Chapter, that he 
should begin to expose his children to this 
wonderful fellowship of singers. When 
both boys were still in Junior High 
School, a neighborhood quartet was born 
. ... and so the story begins, with Terry 
Heltne singing tenor, .. full voice .. 1111 

At the same t ime in a suburb of New 
York City (Scotch Plains, New Jersey) a 
small boy was audit ion ing for the New 
Jersey All-State High School Choir . An 
easy task for Curt Hutchison, who was 
ably coached by h is father and mother. 
both professional s.ingers for thff ··uule 
Brown Church of the A ir .. during the 3o·s 
and 40's on WLS Radio in Chicago. Ex
posure to barbershop harmony w as 
similar to that of many enthusiastic 
young men, who dig out some .. old 
books" at the glee club rehearsal, sit 
around the piano. and woodshed like the 
" Buffalo Bills ... (What's a w oodshed? .... 
What's a Buffalo Bill?) 

Meanwhile, a local barbershopper in 
Sheridan, Wyoming. decided to form a 
boys' quartet (not the Osmondsll ll), and 
"corralled" a talented eleven year old boy 
to sing tenor. High School was no 
different for Larry Wilson, with stage 
productions, voice lessons, and singing 
tenor with the " Squires" and the ··Three 
Dads and a Lad" quartets. 

. . . . . but the boys grew up. Terry· s voice 
slid the scale to bass. Larry's voice ex
panded, and Curt kept his beautiful tenor 
voice by singing falsetto to " Beach Boy" 
records during puberty. Joe Heltne joined 
the J .M . McDonald Co .. and as a profes
sional buyer, began moving his family 
from one town to another, in pursui t of his 
career. Wherever he went he took 
barbershop harmony w ith him. To North 
Platte, Nebraska, where he helped 
organize a new chapter (even had the 
Schmidt Bros. on a show), and f inally, 
after many smaller towns, to Hastings, 
Nebraska, where his thirst for the .. ole 
four part harmony" was satisfied by as-

sisting in the organization of the ··chorus 
of the Plains." 

Hastings College enticed Curt from the 
East coast to Nebraska, and while ex
periencing the joys of a college quartet 
called the ''Three M ugs on Tap," he heard 
about an organization called SPEBSOSA 
and the " Chorus of the Plains ... It was at a 
local chapter meeting w here he met Joe 
and Terry Heltne. The three decided a 
quartet was a " necessity, .. and that the 
.. r ight combination .. had to be foundl Curt 
told the trio of a freshman vocal major 
from Wyoming who might f it the b ill .. .... 
and so started the fi rst generation of the 
.. Classic Collection" known as the " Three 
Lads and a Dad ... 

The quartet was forced into a 
··pregnant musical pause" until June of 
1969 while Larry fulf illed h is mili tary 
obligation in the submarine force of the 
Pacific (Otherwide known as Hawaii). 
During the interim, however. the trio 
persisted w ith other singers. including 
Kent (now singing w ith the Beltonians 
from Omaha) another Heltne fam ily 
member. W hen Larry returned to Has
tings College four years later. he was 
surprised to f ind the or iginal trio st ill in
tact, and .. lookin ' for a lead" ... so beg ins 
the modern version of the "Classic 
Collection." 

In two short years w ith much hard 
work. Central States' barbershoppers 
found out about a good little-ole quartet 
f rom Nebraska that could s ing l 
International pre-lims. S ioux Falls. S . 
Oak .. 1974. fou nd them in 12th p lace . 
District competition, St. Louis Mo .. 1974, 
improved thei r posi t ion to 3rd. 
International pre- lims in t he spring of 
1975 in St. Joe, M o .. placed them a close 
6th p lace f inish. And then, Joe's li fe- long 
dream, after nearly thirty years of SPEBS
OSA affil iation, came true in Wichita, 
Kansas in the fa ll of 1975, w hen his 
desire to become a District ch ampion 
became a real ity. The quartet moved on 
from Wichita to add icing to the cake, by 
qualifying for international compet ition in 
Lincoln, Nebraska, and at the convention 
in San Francisco this past summer 
respectfully placing 32nd. 

On February 28, 1977. Joseph C. 
Heltne passed away, a v ictim of leukemia . 
.. Papa Joe, .. as he was so affectionate ly 
known, was a barbershopper through and 
t hrough . His wry sm ile and w inn ing 
personality brought so much pleasure 
and joy to so many people, on and off the 
stage. In compet it ion or on chapter 
shows, Joe was Mr. Barbershop. 

The quartet, now relocated in Denver, 
Colorado. w ith George Davidson si nging 
baritone, w ill carry on the tradition of the 
.. Classic Collect ion" as established by 
.. Papa Joe." His passing w ill be felt by 
many, but he w ill long be remembered for 
t he ··words of w isdom.. he always left 
with an audience at the end of a show. 
W ith the song " Til We M eet Again" soft · 
ly sung in the background. he would step 
out and say: 

" If you ever feel down and out. 
And your troubles seem too m uch to 

bear. 
Just Smile .... and s ing a Songll " 

ANOTHER YEAR ... 

ANOTHER SHOW 

By Bill Leslie. Ames, Iowa 

... A nd w hat a show 1t w as! The 
AMETONES. outfitted in form al vested 
tuxes. standing on one of the finest 
stages in Central Iowa, C.Y. Stephens 
Auditor ium, proceeded to entertain a 
large crow d on March 5. Once again. the 
weather cooperated w ith the clear skies, 
adding to the number of people attending 
the show . 

" Come Along for Romance In Song" 
was the theme. travell ing down the path 
o f romance using many vehicles from 
bicyc les to aeroplanes. A s suspected. the 
Show Chairman, Bob Folkmann, w orks 
for the Department of Transportation in 

A mes. 
Each and every member standing on 

stage can be proud of the 1ob theyd1d. I, as 
the new Director of the AM ETON ES, ap
preciate the " extra effort" that each 
member put into the show. They really 
worked! 

Also doing an outstanding job were the 
COUNTRY ROGUES. from the Ames 
Chapter and the PITCHMASTERS, from 
Fort Dodge. They were tw o of the four 
quartets appearing on the show . 
Featured were the RURAL ROUTE 4 and 
t he REGENTS who put on a spectacular 
performance and make a great evening 
for the audience. 

Now that the show is over, the 
AMETONES are priming up for auditions. 
trying to get new members. There has 
been a positive response as a result of the 
show. As w ith most choruses, we would 
li ke to have many more members to 
participate in the upcoming contest in 

Waterloo in April. 
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FOR LOGOPEDICS! 
By Al Potts 

CSD Service Chairman 

Nineteen seventy-six was a record year 
for contributions to the Institute of Logo
pedics from Central States Barber
shoppers and gentlemen, I am so proud 
I'm busting my buttons! Congratulations 
and many thanks for topping the District 
goal of S 18,000.00 w ith a resounding 
Sl 9,045.93. You are the greatest! 

Another record was also set - 18 
Chapters are in line to receive the pres
tigious Harmony Foundation Award, w ith 
5 of those being honored for the second 
consecutive year. M arshalltown. Iowa led 
the way by contributing a whopping 
$23.78 per capita amount based on 35 
members as of the end of 1975 and also 
qualifying for their second straight year. 
Close behind was Joplin, M issour i at 
$20.17 per each of 32 members and a 
second year in a row. The other 3 second 
year award w inners are: 

W ichita. Kansas, $13.36 per capita 
Viborg, South Dakota, S 1 0.03 per 

capita 
Durango, Colorado, S 10.00 per capita 
Joining these 2 year leaders for the fi rst 

time are the following Chapters: 
Mason City, Iowa, S 14.34 per capita 
Cheyenne. Wyoming, S 13.88 per 

capita 
Dubuque. Iow a, S 13.85 per capita 

Omaha, Nebraska, $12.57 per capita 
Elkader, Iowa, S 12.47 per capita 
Fort Dodge, Iowa $11 . 71 per capita 
St. Charles, Missouri, $10.96 per 

capita 
Storm Lake, Iowa, S 10. 70 per capita 
Florissant, M issouri, $10.09 per capita 
Hutchinson, Kansas, $10.05 per capita 
Ottumwa, Iowa, $10.00 per capita 
McCook, NebraSka, $10.00 per capita 
Watertown, South Dakota, $10.00 per 

capita 
These are your leading Chapters in the 

ongoing battle to provide funds for the 
tremendous effort that is being ac
complished at the Institute of Logo
pedics. My thanks also to the great many 
other Chapters who did a fantastic job in 
support of Harmony Foundation. Their ef
forts shall be made known in the next is
sue of the Serenade. If your Chapter is 
among the missing, you better get with it 
because mean ole Al Potts is watching 
you. 

A special thanks to Mason City for be
ing the tops in total moniescontributed 
$1 ,205.00. Gentlemen, a super effort! 

REMEMBER - to qualify for the 
Harmony Foundation Award, your 
Chapter must donate a per capita amount 
of $10.00 or more, based on the mem
bership as of December 31st of the year 
previous to the one in which you are try
ing to meet that qualification. Example: 

What's Coming Up Next? 
April 1 -2 - Fremont. Nebraska Chapter 
Parade 

Lincoln, Nebraska Chapter Parade 
Sterling, Colorado Chapter Parade 

April 2 - Des Moines, Iowa Chapter 
Parade 

Forest City, Iowa Chapter Parade 
April 15 - Viborg, South Dakota Chapter 
Parade 
April 15· 16 - Florissant Valley, M issouri 
Chapter Parade 
April 16 - Emporia, Kansas Chapter 
Parade 

Hutchinson, Kansas Chapter Parade 
Grand Junction. Colorado Chapter 

Parade 
Mason City, Iowa Chapter Parade 
Sisseton, South Dakota Chapter 

Parade 
April 22-24 - INTERNATIONAL QUAR
TET PRELIM INARY & CHORUS CONTEST 
- Waterloo, Iowa 
April 29-30 - St. Joseph- M issouri 
Chapter Parade 
April 30 - Cedar Rapids. Iowa Chapter 
Parade 

Concordia, Kansas Chapter Parade 
Leavenworth, Kansas Chapter Parade 

May 1 - Burlington, Iowa Chapter Parade 
May 7 - McCook, Nebraska Chapter 
Parade 

Pueblo, Colorado Chapter Parade 
Brookings, South Dakota Chapter 

Parade 
May 13 - McPherson, Kansas Chapter 
Parade 

Hayes, Kansas Chapter f'arade 
May 14 - Cheyenne, Wyoming Chapter 
Parade 

North Platte, Nebraska Chapter Parade 
Wichita, Kansas Chapter Parade 
Durango, Colorado Chapter Parade 

May 20-21 - Rapid City, South Dakota 
Chapter Parade 
May 21 - Denver, Colorado Chapter 
Parade 

St. Charles, Missouri Chapter Parade 
July 4 -9 - INTERNATIONAL CONVEN
TION - Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

35 members as of December 31 , 1976 
will mean a contribution of $350.00 or 
more in 1977 to win the award. 

Our goal in 19777 $20,500.00. 
Thanks from my heart personally and 

all of those at Harmony Foundation and 
the Institute of Logopedics. It's Great to 
be a BARBERSHOPPERI 11 

Go gettem, menl 

ABERDEEN AT 

THE 35 MARK 
By Martin Weismantel 

Aberdeen, South Dakota Chapt• 

The Aberdeen Area Barbershop Chorus 
has been very active through the fall and 
winter months. We participated in the 
Northern State College Production of 
" Show Biz" in the late fall. We chartered 
a bus and attended the fall show of the 
'Watertoneians" at Watertown, South 
Dakota. We have had approximately 8 
sing-outs for various conventions, hos
pitals, rest homes, etc. The best news of 
all, we have finally reached our 35 paid 
membership and our check was sent in 
last week for charter and the incorpora
tion papers have been sent to the 
Secretary of State at Pierre. South 
Dakota. We are going to participate in the 
Sisseton show in April and plan to have a 
show of our own this fall , but as yet no 
date has been set. 

FOUND 
During COTS at Overland Park, Kansas 

someone inadvertently dropped their car 
keys off at Breecn Academy with their 
room key when checking out. There are 
three keys on a key ring --- two car keys 
(Chrysler product) and a gas cap key. 
Owner contact Ron Abel. 4704 W . 60th 
Terrace, Mission, Kansas. Phone 913-
432-6301 . 
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CSD SPR ING PRELIMINARY CHORUS/QUARTET CONT EST 
APRIL 22-24 , 1977 - WATERLOO, IOWA 
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

FRIDAY, APRIL 22 - 8:30 A.M . - CSD BOARD MEET ING - BLACKHAWK ROOM - RAMADA INN 
2:00 P.M. - HOUSE OF DELEGATES - PENTHOUSE - RAMADA INN 
6:00 P.M. - JUDGE 1 S, DISTRICT OFFICER 1 S DINNER - RAMADA INN 
8:00 P.M . - QUARTET SEMI-FINALS # 1 - WEST HIGH SCHOOL 

11 :00 P.M . - ALL CHAMPS SHOW - CONSTITUTION HALL - RAMADA INN 

SATURDAY , APRIL 23 - 7:15 A.M. - JUDGE 1 S BREAKFAST - RAMADA INN 

SUNDAY, APRIL 24 

9:00 A.M . - QUARTET SEMI - FINALS # 2 - WEST HIGH SCHOOL 
NOON - MASS SING- OUT - WATERLOO ~·!OMEN 1 S CLUB TERRACE 

NOON 
1:30 P.M . 
5:30 P.M. 
6:00 P.M . 
8:00 P.M . 

11 : 00 P. M. 
1: 00 A.M. 

(near Ramada Inn) 
JUDGE 1 S LUNCHEON - RAMADA INN 
CHORUS PRELIMINARIES - WEST HIGH SCHOOL 
BUFFET DINNER - RAMADA INN (or your choice) 
JUDGE 1 S DINNER 
QUARTET FINALS - WEST HIGH SCHOOL 
AFTERGLOW - CONS ITUTION HALL - RAMADA INN 
CHAPTER HOSPITALITY ROOMS AND MORE SINGING 

8:00 A.M. - FINAL QUARTET CLINICS AT RAMADA INN. (Note: Many 
clinics will be held Saturday eveni r.g beginn ing 
with t he second half of the evening program. 
Quartet will be notified. Chorus clinics will be 
held immediately after the chorus competition on 
Saturday afternoon.) 

9:00 A.M. - NON- DENOMINATIONAL SUNDAY SERVICES 
(site to be announced ) 

WHERE TO STAY 

Th: TI ME IS DRAWIOO NEAR, SO DON'T WASTE 
ANY TIME GETTING 'rnOSE RESERVATI ONS nrro 
WATEilLOO FOR '!'HE GREATEST PRELIMS EVER!l 

LISTED BELOW ARE BASIC ROOM RATES FOR ALL OF 
OUR MAJOR r-tlTELS 1 I NCLUDING 'rnE HEADQUARTERS 
RAMADA INN • ORDER EARLY ro STAY DOWNTM ! ! 1 

RAMADA I NN (1st & Washi~ton, Waterloo) 
1 Person, 1 Double ••••• 19.00 
2 Persona, l Double •••• 22.00 
2 Persona, 2 Doubles ••• 25.00 
(+ 4.00 per person extra) 

'NIH TORCH INN (300 w. Mullan Ave, Waterloo) 
1 Person, 1 Double ••• 17.00 
2 Persons, 1 Double ••• 19.00 
2 Per90na, 2 Doubles ••• 22.00 
( + 2 .oo per ext ra person) 
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QUALI'IY INN (W. 5th & Jef ferson, Waterloo) HOWARD JOHMSOlf'S (UniY. Ave & Cedar Hts Drive 
in Cedar Falls)(Hwy. 218) 

1 Person, 1 Double ••• lB.SO 
2 Persons, 1 Double ••• 21.So 
2 Persons, 2 Double ••• 24.SO 
( + 4.00 per extra person) 

l Person, 1 Double· ••• 19.50 
2 Persona, 1 Double ••• 24 .00 
2 Peraona, 2 Double ••• 28.oo 
( + 4.00 per extra person) 

HOLIDAY INN {University Ave & Waterloo Road, 
Person, 1 Double •••• 18.oo 

Cedar Falla (Highv.,. 218) 

2 Persons, 2 Double •••• 24.00 
2 Persona, 1 Double •••••• 21.00 
( + ).00 per extra pereon) 

CSD SPR ING PRELIMINARY CHORUS/QUARTET CONTEST 
APRIL 22-24, 1977 - WATERLOO, IOWA 
OFFICIAL TICKET ORDER FORM 

Note: All competing chorus and quartet personnel are required to purchase the 
"Registrant's Fee" package. This package contains tickets to all competit ive 
sessions. 

REGISTRANT'S FEE PACKAGE 

QUARTET SEMI-FINALS # 
FRIDAY EVENING 

QUARTET SEMI-FINALS # 2 
SATURDAY MORN ING 

CHORUS COMPETIT ION 
SATURDAY AFTERNOON 

QUARTET FINALS AND 
SATURDAY EV EN ING SHOW 

PAST CHAMPS SHOW 
FRIDAY EVEN ING 

AFTERGLOW 
SATURDAY EVENING 

Total 
@ $9.00 ---

@ $2.00 - --

@ $2 . 00 ---

@ $3.00 - --

@ $4 .00 ---

@ $2.00 - - -

_ __ @ $2.00 

TOTAL REMITTANCE: 

Tickets are not refundable. No exceptions. 

Total Price 

{Genera 1 Adm. ) 

(General Adm.) 

(General Adm.) 

(Reserved Seat i ng) 

------ (Gen . Adm . Ramada) 

______ (Gen. Adm. Ramada} 

All orders may be picked up at the registration des k, Ramada Inn Motel , Waterloo. 
Checks must be made out to : "CSD DI STRICT CONVENTION , SP EBSQSA" 

Send orders to: Jerry Easter (Chmn) 
2426 West 7th St. 
Waterloo , Iowa 50702 
PH: (319-232-6488 
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THE VICE-PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
THE WINNERS IN THE 
JOE BARBERSHOPPER 

HEP SCHOOL 

By " Doc" Smit, DVP, 
Western Iowa Division 

One hundred and fi fty winners! I I They 
are the guys who elected to go to Fort 
Dodge on February 19th to see, hear, sing 
and - YES, even taste - all that was avail
able at this HEP School I There were won
derful goodies and coffee for the coffee 
breaks. and a surprising lunch of freshly 
baked cinnamon rolls. chili. salad and 
coffee. All this was provided by a w onder
fu l group of gals called the Fort Dodge 
Chapter Ladies Auxiliary. I hope I have the 
name right, but it could as easily be 
" Hostesses Supreme" and " Town and 
Country Deluxettes." 

As though the program took its cue 
from the attributes of the lunch. theses
sions on SOUND, INTERPRETATION and 
STAGE PRESENCE were MEATY, the 
fellowship was sugar and spice, and the 
contagious enthusiasm warmed the 
cockles of every heart like the good 
coffee. 

The very f irst class session went over-

time. Counselors charged w ith getting 
the class sessions started and finished on 
time completely forgot their job while the 
class went on. Wondering why one class 
session was not over at 12:30 when the 
others started their lunch at noontime, I 
peeked into the classroom door w indow 
just in time to hear the faculty member 
say "Let's go through it just one more 
time." 

Don Farrell, our ingenious Director of 
Music Educat ion, managed the Song 
Sessions and got good m ileage out of all 
the chapter music directors. He made a 
few changes in the schedule to better 
arrange the SHOWTIME portion from 3-5 
p.m. The three class choruses started the 
show in h igh gear. There was a different 
music director for each song. I have 
seldom seen such evidence of having a 
good time - especially the music director 
of our host chapter - Stu Martin. Each of 
the faculty then critiqued the three per
formances, giving all the benefit of their 
expertise. After earlier class sessions. 
this was the opportunity for each one to 
compare his observations with those of 
the judges. 

Then came the chance for each chapter 
to try it on their own . Seven chapters re-

Rich W ayne 
Kelly' s Kids 

Barbershop Quartet 

Barbershop 
Harmony 

Rohy 

CONTACT 
Wayne Johnson 

Rockford, Iowa 50468 
Home - 515-756-2256 
Office - 515-395-2233 

Musical 
Comedy 

Doc 

sponded, even though their ranks were 
quite thin in some instances. Roaring ap
proval greeted each chorus when they 
finished their numbers as the program 
progressed to the last one - The River City 
Chapter. Here they came down the aisle 
in full dressll All forty-three of them lined 
up on the stage and our guest faculty 
member, Dennis St. Dennis of Mount 
Prospect, Illinois who handled the STAGE 
PRESENCE class, jumped to his feet and 
shouted " THAT'S SUPER! 11·· And super 
too, were the sound and interpretation of 
their songs. It ended all too soon - I looked 
at the clock. AMAZING 11 I IT WAS EXAC
TLY FIVE O"CLOCKI 11 

And who were the losers? One guy who 
ought to know said, " The losers are the 
ones who were not here." 

One of the winning choruses - Score 
100 

BABY DELIVERED 

By Tom Robinson 
Missouri Division V .P. 

The M issouri Division is charging - GET 
OUT OF THE WAY! In the first three 
months of the year we have licensed one 
chapter. had three chapter parades, five 
Auditions for Adm ission, a multitude of 
inter-chapter act iv ities. and visits by Tom 
Cogan, Joe Liles, and Dave Stevens. 

Our newly licensed " baby·· in the 
Division is locate.din Carthage. Missour i. 

Continued on page 11 
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A special Thank You to Dick Cullers, area 
counselor, for all the time and work he put 
in on this " delivery." I am sure this 
chapter w ill charter during the second 
quarter. 

All M issouri Chapters have established 
their goals {and those of the District) and 
posted dates to have met each of them. 
They are now in the execution phase of 
the year. Many of the established goals 
are h igh - maybe too high . But now that I 
have said so they w ill probably exceed a ll 
of them j ust to spite me! 

I have been part icularly pleased about 
the response to COTS and the ant icipa
t ion of Harmony College. In an overview 
of the Division, the South is grow ing with 
the Springfield Chapter show ing the 
greatest enthusiasm in the D1v1s1on; the 
East is showing strong signs of re 
vitalization; the West is trailing the pack. 
Since I live in the West, I assume this 
reflects on the influence of the DVP. 

The Wheels - L. t o R. - D on Farrell, 
D .D .M .E.; Dennis St. Dennis. Coach; 
Doc Smit, W . la. D .V .P.; Lance 
Heilman, Coach; Dennis Staudt, Ft. 
Dodge Coordinator ; Alan Ives. Coach; 
Don Fraser. A ssoc. D .M .E. 

I 
L. to R . seated: Alan Ives - Sound Cat. 

Instr.; Lance Heilman, Interpret. Instr.; 
Fred Wagaman, Dist. Pres.; Denni• St. 
Denni1, Stage Pres. Instr.: L. ro R. -
Standing -- Ivan Yo1a, A .C . from Cedar 
Falls. la.; Doc Smit, W. la. Div. V .P.; 
D on Farrell, Dist. Dir. of Music Educ. 
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JOY OR FEAR? 

By Lynden Levitt 
Rocky M ountain Division V.P. 

The most exci ting new s echoing from 
Rocky M ountain Division is probably the 
International Board act ion taken at M 1d
W inter Convention w hich can elevate us 
to Distr ict status. W hile that news un
questionably is exciti ng, it is difficult to 
discern whether such e><ci tement is that 
of "joy" or " fear" I In that the terri torial 
area assigned includes port ions from 
each Evergreen, Far Western, South
western, and Central States Districts, 
their House of Delegates must fi rstly ap
prove such action prior to its becoming a 
rea lity. It is assumed that each of such 
Houses shall meet. consider, approve or 
disapprove in April so the suspense shall 
be short lived. The responsibilities at
tendant to such possibility are daily 
becoming more vivid but the membership 
is undaunted and ready to seek the ir 
place in the sun. 

Hide your daughters in the house, the 
M ountaineers and Cowboys are coming 
to tow n and loaded for bear. {We m ight 
even seek an Arrangement ' Category 
modif ication to include banjos and 
gu itars). 

The Western Hospital ity show n M ac 
Huff during his one w eek recent visit 
must have warmed the cockles of his 
heart. One night stands at each Buffalo, 
Casper. Longmont, and Pueblo drew all 
and sundry in the area, his teaching w as 
warm ly received and his w eekend 
Quartet School, hosted by Boulder, a re
sounding success! The latter registration 
w as beyond our w ildest dreams. Mac, you 
could draw a crowd at a pork barbecue. 

Our first Division Contest w ill be held in 
Scottsbluff on April 22 and 23. 1977. We 
optim istically anticipate every Chorus in 
the Division to perform together w ith a 
multitude of Quartets. To m ake barber
shopping available to every Barber
shopper, our Contest Rules permit any 
Chorus to perform and be cr itiqued irre
spective of the numbers on stage 
(al though not eligible to quali fy w ithout 
the requi red m inimuml and Quartets 
s im i la r ly elig ib le alth ough not 
Internationally Registered. W e hope th is 
enhances general interest by opening the 
doors to both the new and the small. 

Buffalo staged its Chapter Show on 
March 5, 1977 w ith the Classic Collect ion 
their headl iners and the M t. Rushmore 
Chorus, sponsori ng Chapter, also appear
ing thereon. Shucks neighbor, it's on ly a 
four hundred mile round t rip. 

Rumor has it that the Denver M ile Hi 
Chorus under Larry Wilson, their new 
Director, is really getting it all together 
and ready to make a run for the roses. 

Reports are they will be a formidable op
ponent this Fa ll! 

Only one Chapter is on Associate 
status w hich is expected to be resolved 
w ithin the month. 

Alamosa wants an extension of their 
License to give them a little more time to 
gat her the requi red forces. 

A group in Sheridan 1s also gathering 
forces to seek a License. 

A f e llow from Card inal D istrict moved 
to Cra ig, Colorado and on his ow n spreads 
the word and gathers fi heen fellows in 
his living room the other evening to talk 
about a Chapter. Welcome to Rocky 
M ountain and Central States Robert King 
and son A lanl 

The quality of Chapter Officers and the 
Area Counselors for 1977 is t remendous, 
their dedicat ion and vitalit y al ready 
renewing enthusiasm and establishing 
greater strength. 

It is a distinct pleasure and privilege to 
be associated w ith the caliber of Barber
shoppers existing in Rocky M ountain 
Division I 

L. to R . - D ennis S taudt , Ft. D odge -
coordinator of arrangements for 
physical f acilit ies for school, " Doc" 
Smit - West Iowa D ivisional Vice 
President 

ALIVE AN D WELL 

By Dwight Hamm er 
Neb.-S.D . Division V .P . 

The Nebraska-South Dakota Division is 
well on its w ay in meeting the 1977 goals 
set forth by District President Fred 
Wagam an. 

A lready, tw o chapters have received 
their charter in February - Aberdeen, 
South Dakota and North Platte, Nebraska. 
These two chapters represent fine ad
dit ions to the Central States District , and 
a real boost to the Nebraska - South 
Dakota Division. Additionally, w e are 
looking at a very st rong possibility of re
cruit ing an established extension si te 
w ithin this Division. 

We have iust one chapter on associate 
status, and that chapter is w orking 

Continued on page 12 
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feverishly to remove that " distinction." 
Many of the chapters 1n Nebraska - South 
Dakota have already held or have plans 
underway for AFA 's and I or guest 
nights.' I know each chapter w ill gain at 
least 10% (surpassing the D1str1ct goal of 
7%) membership increase during the 
course of the year. 

The Watertown, South Dakota chapter 
is busy preparing to host the Div1s1on HEP 
School on M arch 26 and 27. With Dave 
Stevens and Joe Li les in charge. this 
should prove to be an exciting adventure 
for the Eastern South Dakota chapters. 
Much gratitude is extended to DME Don 
Farrell and his Committee members for 
the exceptionally fine JOb in scheduling 
this school. 

The Chapters in the Nebraska . South 
Dakota Division may be spread out far and 
few between, but each one is alive and 
wellll 

The River City Chapter from Meaon 
City. di rected by Rich Thompson 
en tertain the rest of the students during 
the closing session. 

One of the winning choruses - Score 
100 

7U falrhunt 
S10flo1>9, Colotedo 90751 
303 • 521 1557 
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IN MEMORIAM 
We w ish to tell all our Central Sates 

fr iends that on February 28 Joe Heltne, 
52, passed aw ay in Hastings. Nebraska, 
following an illness of many months 
durat ion. Joe w as probably best known to 
many Central States Barbershoppers as 
the genial Baritone of the 1975 District 
Championship Quartet, the Classic 
Collect ion. He is survived by his wife 
Jane, sons Kent and Terry, daughters 
Karen, J ill, and Sandra, as well as by his 
parents, two brothers and one sister. 

Those of us privileged to sing in the 
Chorus of the Plains w ith Joe. a chorus he 
helped to establish in Hastings in 1961 , 
knew him as a man possessed of a rare 
talent for both Barbershop singing and for 
l iving in general. A chapter is lucky to 
have such a man and no chapter ever has 
enough. Joe had a drive for excellence 
which was beautifully tempered by a gen 
t le and persuasive nature; he made you 
want to sing your best and. at the same 
t ime, enjoy the experience to its fullest. 

Having started his Barbershopping in 
the Denver M ile-High Chorus in the late 
1940's. Joe also sang in a quanet called 
the Magpies. In Nonh Platte. Nebraska. 
Joe was in a quartet called the Four 
Blanks. and later the Playboys. he also 
sang in the old Nonh Platte Chorus. 
where this writer f irst met him. Having 
helped to start the Chorus of the Plains in 
Hastings, Joe sang with the Goldtones. 
the Four Dads. Three Dads and a Lad. 
Ring Leiders. and, of course, the Classic 
Collection. Fitt ingly, Joe's final concert 
w ith the Classics was in Hastings at the 
Fall show of the Chorus of the Plains in 
1976. 

No man leaves w ithout creating an 
empty place, but Joe w ould be the f irst to 
say " We need a little more Bari in here 
guys." A chorus can go on forever and 1t 
keeps a little of each man who con
tributes in his t ime. Joe gave us a lot and 
we' re proud to say he was one of ours He 
was one o f yours too. Central States 
Barbershoppers, and we share our pride 
and our sorrow w ith all of you. 

Rod Roberts 
Hastings Chorus of the Plains 

Hastings, Nebraska 

, \ , I 
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FROM 
COOKIES TO 
BELLY 
DANCERS 

By Jerry Miller. 
Iowa City . Iow a Chapter 

Well, I guess it didn't work. I thought 
1f we stopped sending articles to the 
Serenade, some of you other choruses 
would think Iowa City wasn't around 
anymore and we could slip right up on you 
at fall contest. But what happened is that 
we dropped to seventh and nobody has 
even missed us in the newsletter. 

So here we are again, about to produce 
our 14th annual show and our first under 
director Chuck Traylor. The place is Han 
cher Auditorium and we're looking 
forward to filling up all 2600 seats with 
barbershop fans from around the area . 
Guest quartets are the lnnsiders from 
Houston. Texas. and the Formalities from 
Iowa City and Davenport, If March 19 
hasn 't already passed by the time you 
read this, we would welcome you at the 
show. 

If March 19 has passed, you might 
mark May 12 on your calendars as the 
date Iowa City w ill welcome any of you in 
our area who wants to attend our annual 
Cookie Festival. You remember the gang 
we had last year, thefunwehadlastyear, 
the cookies we had last year . . . well. 
They' ll all be back again. we hope, along 
with more guys, more fun, and more 
cookies. 

Our chorus will be making a concerted 
effort this year to promote quartets within 
the chapter. At present we have tw o 
registered quartets. the Formalities and 
the New Outlook. but there is only limited 
activity going on beyond that. 

Speaking of the New Outlook, we 
should point out the wide variety of 
appearances available for barbershop 
quartets. TheNewOutlookappearedw1th 
the Vigortones on the Storm Lake, Iowa. 
show last fall and had a terrific time. But 
barbershop parades are only a part of the 
action for this foursome. Two weeks ago 
they appeared during a Sunday morning 
church service doing their regular 
barbershop fare ... the topic of d1scuss1on 
· · Male Awareness. A few nights later 
they appeared at a pre-opening night 
party at Iowa City's newest disco. Gran
daddy's. Here they were on JUSt after a 
belly dancer · · sorry we can' t include a 
picture on that one, but Doc says th is 
magazine goes out to families, so you'll 
have to use your imaginations. 

All in all. we've got some good things 
going on this year 1n Iowa City, and we're 
happy to be able to share them with you . 
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''WHAT A CHAPTER'' 
By Leon Eneboe 

Sisseton. S .D . Chapt er 

"What a Country, What a Country" 
every barbershopper 1s familiar with 
those rousing lyrics Sometimes I catch 
myself singing ··what a chapter. What a 
Chapter!'· The Sisseton. South Dakota 
chapter that isl We chartered fourteen 
months ago and are putting on our 2nd 
annual show on April 16. S1sseton's 
M innkota Chordsmen put on their first 
annual show aboui four months after 
charter date. to an enthusiastic crowd of 
almost 1500 peopl e with a sellout 
afterglow to wrap it up. South Dakota res 
ponds to the barbershop sound We've 

enjoyed many public singouts and now 
it's t1 me to bear down on our show tunes 
for April 's show " Strictly Barbershop ... 

The Minn ko ta Chor d sm en has 
produced two acuve quartets w ith a thi rd 
m making. Our director. Richard Hagen. 
leads with vigor and skill. We are 
fortunate indeed to have him as " Di ck " 
has a music ma1or degree and teaches 
music at Sisseton High School. 

We've got a membership age span from 
16 to 80. If you are m ovin g to. o r vacation
ing in our area. we would like to invite you 
to stop and ring some chords w ith us. W e 
meet Monday nights at th e Grace 
Lutheran Chu rch. 

REPORT OF TEAM NO. 5 -
ADVERTISING SALES 

By Chuck Hanson 
Watertown, S .D . Ch ap ter 

Selling program advertising for parade 
programs 1s usually dull, boring and 
uneventful. but such was not the case 
one exceptionally windy day 1n 
Watertown. S.D., when myself (Seller) 
and my son (Numbnuckles), both 
members of the " Watertone1ans" were 
busily selling ads for the forthcoming 
show . Following 1s the report to the 
chairman of Team #5. 

Seller and Numbnuckles proceeded to 
F. J . M claughlin Co for the purpose of 
sell mg an ad Seller approached the door 
of said company but the office was closed 
In the meant ime, Numbnuckles. obl1v1ous 

to the extremely high wend cond111ons 
then prevailing and apparently deep in 
thought as to how to sing the proper notes 
to the tag to '"Home On The Range," 
released his grasp on an envelope con
taining $110 1n cash and checks, 
whereupon said cash and checks 
proceeded northwesterly across the wide 
expanse of the sand and gravel pit 
immediately to the north of said company. 

Seller quickly expressed aopropriate 
complimentary comments to Numbnuck
les concerning h is abili ty as ch ief money 
carrier. whereupon both Sel ler and 
Numbnuckles proceeded with due dis
patch m a northerly direction in an ap · 
parent futile attempt to rescue said 
checks and cash. w hich, by this time. 

were rapidly d isappearing over the yawn 
ing precipice of said sand pit. Seller 
retr ieved the last chec k from 
" Schw eiger's Inc... approximately 950 
yards from point of beginning and one five 
dollar bill some 50 yards beyond. 

A short f inance meeting was then held 
between Sel ler and M r. Numbnuckles 1n 
the peace and quiet of Seller's car and 
Numbnuckles and S eller are happy to 
report that they were successful en 
retr ieving all of said cash and checks. less 
$5. 

Recapitualt ion - Total ads sold - $250. 
Less $5 (GWTW) gone w ith the wind · $5. 
TOTAL S245. 

P. S . Seller returned to scene the 
following Saturday to complete sale to 
prospect ive customer. F . J . M claughlan 
Co .. and was advised that they were .. not 
interested." Seller lef t word with said 
company that if a $!3 bill w as found on or 
near the premises. same undoubtedly 
was the property of the " Watertone1ans" 
and said group w ould appreciate same 
being returned. 

PPS. " Numbnuckles" at this time 1s still 
unable to sing t he tag to Home On The 
Range. 

"OPPORTUNITY KNOX" 

By Dan Peddycoart 
North Platte, Neb. Chapter 

The North Platte M 1d-Pla1nsmen are 
now chartered, but it wasn' t an easy task. 
We were struggl ing to reach the magic 35 
until a one-man committee was ap
pointed. Ivan Knox. better known as 
" Ike."' all on h is own w ent to w ork and 
signed up 12 members putting us over 
the top. 

It's a shame the M an of Note award 
doesn·t go into effect until after the 
charter date. M ost guys w ould taper off 
or j ust coast knowi ng w e had our quota. 
This is not the case w ith Ike Not only does 
he continue to plug barbershopping 
everywhere, but he has also taken the 
AVP slot. Knowing the importance of 
recruiti ng and retention. he' s the perfect 
man for the job. Ike also does a good Job as 
our singout M C. si ngs a mean baritone 
and does front line choreography. Ivan 1s 
an optician and he and his lovely wife. 
Al ice, have th ree children and make their 
home in North Platte. 
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MacDonald's "does it all" for the 
"Barberhawks" of Lawrence. Kans .• as 
the famous hamburger establishment 
helps tell the story of our Society in a 
huge. wall -sized display designed by 
Barberhawk Paul Dexter. In addition to 
facts about our Society, the display des

cribes our International Service Project. 
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the Institute of Logopedics. and an
nounces the Barberhawks' annual show 
on March 26. Demonstrati ng what it's 
all about. a pickup foursome of (left to 
right) Paul Dexter. Carlos Pence, Joe 
Costigan. and J . B . Witham rings a few 
chords for a rather sparse audience. 

INTER-CHAPTER VISITS A MUST 
By Raymond Bell. 

M cPherson. Kansa:s Chapter 

Five officers of our chapter attended 
the COTS weekend last fall in Overland 
Park. Kansas and came back enthusiastic 
and eager to plan our 1 977 program We 
had just completed a successful 1976 
year with our fall show featuring "The 
Sound Association" from San Antonio. 
Texas. On the program in addition to the 
McPherson Light Capital Singers under 
the direction of Gib Wedel and Ed Henry 
were "The Shondells Quartet (5th place 
medalists of Sweet Adelines Inc.) of 
Wichita. Kansas and our own Mac 
Foursom Barbershop Quartet. A "pick 
up" quartet from our chorus gave two 
comedy numbers. 

Our Chorus and Quartet gave a benefit 
show for Senior C1t1zens at Moundridge. 
Kansas. as well as a Christmas Sing out 
for County Employees. The Mac Foursom 
Quartet has been active in many service 
projects involving s1ng1ng in churches. 
rest homes. and hospuals as well as paid 
service act1V1t1es. 

Officers for 1977 installed at a banquet 
for Barbershoppers and w ives were: 
Raymond A. Bell, Pres, Rich Hawks. AVP; 
Ron Smith, PVP; Howard K. Stenzel, 
Treas.; and Don Heline. Sec. Installation 
was conducted by Allen Hirst, Kansas 
D1vi'sion V.P and Ken1 Bircher, Area 

Counsellor, both of Hutchinson, Kansas. 
Highlighting our inter-chapter ac

tivities in February was a joint visitation 
to the Salina Sunflower Chorus. The Hut
chinson Salt M iners Chorus chartered a 
bus and picked up members of the 
McPherson Light Capital Singers enroute 
to Salina. Needless to say there was 
" Barbershopping" on the bus as well as 
the harmonizing provided by the massed 
singing of the three groups at the Salina 
Chapter rehearsal. If you haven' t ex
perienced such an inter-chapter event 
you don' t know w hat you have missed. 

On March 5 and 6 the McPherson Light 
Capital Singers and w ives participated in 
the Kansas Division HEP School and Kan
sas Division Chorus and Quartet Contest, 
and attended the Manhattan Kansas 
(Quad-County) Chapter Parade featuring 
" The M id Continentals " from St. Joseph. 
Mo. 

Our Chapter Chorus and Quartets have 
been asked to be a part of the "Al l Schools 
Day" Celebration M ay 13 by providing an 
early evening program. Our Fall Chapter 
Show on October 29 will feature " The 
Rural Route Four" Quartet 

With one AFA program completed and 
another planned in early summer we are 
excited about the future of the 
McPherson Light Capital Singers of 
McPherson. Kansas. Let's MOVE or Get 
out of the Way. 

SCHMITT BROTHERS 

BACK AFTER 25 YEARS 
By Edward Olson 

Elkader. Iowa Chapter 

Excitement as well as chords are 
ringing in the historic old opera house in 
Elkader as the Keystone chorus makes 
preparations for another very busy year. 

The paramount objective of the 45 
members of the " Keys" this year will be 
preparations for the chorus' competition 
in Waterloo, April 22-24. While this 
chorus comes from one of the smaller. 
cities in the SPEBSQSA organization they 
promise to be big in spirit. talent and 
numbers when they step on the stage for 
their first time 1n competition. 

When taking office in January, newly 
elected president, Jerry Healy looked 
back at a very busy 1976 and offered a 
challenge to his members to surpass the 
many big accomplishments they worked 
on the past months. 

During 1976 the Elkader Chorus 
performed at 26 singouts including 
appearances at churches, care centers 
and community celebrations. In the spr
ing they packed the opera house for their 
Bicentennial Show and packed it twice in 
the fall as barbershop fans enioy·ed the 
25th annual parade in Elkader. The 
Schmitt Brothers. who appeared on the 
fi rst parade returned to thrill the local 
fans. 

Last year during Harmony Month, the 
Keys produced and taped their own radio 
show including the commercials. The 
program was aired over Radio Station 
WPRE in Prairie du Chien, Wisc. 

The emphasis this year w ill be on 
quality and a new and better sound is 
beginning to come out in the practice ses
sions. Enthusiasm is at an all -time high 
and the " Keys" hope to be " unlocking" 
great success in 1977 

PIECES OF EIGHT 

ON D.M. SHOW 
By Hank Stromenger, 

Des Moines. Iowa Chapter 

Our new year began as each one does 
with a new slate of officers. This year, the 
DEMOINAIRES have once more elected 
men of great potenual and the chapter 1s 
proud w ith an11c1pat1on of this new ad 
min1strat1on. The slate includes . Ray 
Pratt. President. Gary Van Cleave, AVP; 
Otvar Bendixen. PVP; Terry Williams. 
Secretary, Dave M offitt, Treasurer. and 
Board Members. Charlie Vickers. Keith 

Continued on page 1 5 



BIG HORN SPORTS 

NEW QUARTET 

By Dick Henderson 
Buffalo, Wyoming Chapter 

Jeff Young. bass; Rande M oney, lead; 
Paul Dickey, tenor, and Lynn Kosten
bauer, baritone form The L1m1ted Ed1t1on. 
a new quartet registered 1n 1976 
They are a part of a new chapter of the 
S . P.E. B .0 .S .A ., Inc.. which was 
chartered in 1976 - - the Chorus of the Big 
Horns of Buffalo. Wyoming The L1m11ed 
Ed1t1on has sung a number of engage
m ents in nonhern Wyoming, and will be 
participating in the Charter Show of the 
Chorus of the Big Horns on March 5 The 
B utfalo chapter also thanks the Shrine of 
Democracy Chorus of Rapid City, the 
Classic Collect1on, and the Dakota 
Territories for their help in the upcoming 
show. The L1m1ted Ed1t1on. and the 
Chorus of the Big Horns. w ill be compet
ing for the first t ime in the Rocky M oun
tain Division Contest at Scottsbluff. Neb .. 
on April 30. 

ST. CHARLES 

PULLS UP TAKE 

AND CO-HO TS 

AREA HEP SCHOOL 
By Gerry Mohr, 

St. Charles, Missouri Chapter 

Well, we did 111 The St Charles Chapter 
changed its meeting night and its meet
ing locat1on. 

We now meet on Tuesday evenings. at 
8 p.m., at the St. Charles Presbyterian 
church, adjacent to the Lindenwood 
Colleges. St. Charles, M o For the past 
seven years. we met at the St. John's 
United Church of Christ. So. for a nyof you 
out-of-town barbershoppers who plan to 
visit us. keep this information. and the 
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fol lowing directions handy 
When you near the St Charles area . 

you w ill most likely be on I-70. In fact. the 
only other roads leading there are two 
lesser known roads that are used more by 
local motorists than by out-of- town 
dri vers. From 1-70. exit, and go north on 
Highway 94. Follow 94 past the first traf
f ic signal. The Lindenwood Colleges. with 
the many trees and the wrought iron 
fence, will loom on your left You'll then 
reach the second traffic signal. Th is 1s 
Kingsh ighway. Turn left onto Kings
h ighway and proceed to the very first stop 
sign- -this is College Drive. Turn left onto 
College Drive and follow 11 until i t bends to 
the right. After the bend, the church en 
trance w ill be on your left. 

Wh ile economy w as the princ ipal 
reason for the change. our having the 
church available only on Tu esday nights 
now opens the door for area church-choir 
members to become barbershoppers 
Since most choirs meet on W ednesdays. 
our having met on the same weeknight 
prevented us from tapping this rich 
source of singing talent Indeed. during 
many of our church sing-outs, choir 
members expressed their interest in us. 
but were not able to join because of choir 
commitments 

By the t ime tn1s goes to press, a famous 
first w ill have taken place in St Louis 
A rea Barbershopping. On March 19. our 
chapter and the Florissant Valley Chapter 
will co-host an area HEP School St Louis 
Area Barbershoppers at last can reap the 
benefits of a HEP School- -w ithout the tir 
ing travel and the overnight lodging 

The School w ill last one day, and w ill be 
held at Florissant Valley CC . on Pershall 
Road, in St. Louis County, M o Three con 
cu r rent sem inars w ill be held, beginning 
from around 9 :30 a .m., and lasting until 
10 p .m . There w ill be a ninety minute 
break each for lunch and supper 

For the Barbershopper w ho wants to 
better the basics. there will be the M usic 
Fundamentals Class. taught by Dave 
Stevens. For the purist. who w ishes to 
pursue the philosophy of Barbershop 
ping, there w ill be the Barbershop Theory 
Class, taught by Jack Baird. For the man 
who wants to know all there 1s to know 
about chorus direction, section leading. 
and the like. there w ill be the Chorus 
Class, taught by Joe Liles 

lhe school w as organized by area 
Barbershop leaders in an effon to bring a 
HEP school to the barbershoppers, 
instead of vice versa. The turnout should 
provide a barometer for possible future 
HEP Schools in the area. 

NEW DfflECTOR 
Al'POIJ\'TED AT 
BROOKJNG:j 

By Walt M cCarty 
Brookings, South Dakota Chapter 

The Pitch Blenders Chorus of 
Brookings, South Dakota, announces the 
appointment of Curt A brahamson as 
Musical Director.Curt is director of choral 
music at Brookings High, and brings a 
record of choral experience He 1s a native 
South Dakotan having completed high 
school in Alcester and also Bachelors and 
M asters in Music degrees at the 
University of South Dakota at Vermillion 

In add1t1on to his six years in public 
school music programs. he has directed 
the Grieg M ale chorus of Canton, South 
Dakota. for five years and the Norse Gree 
Club of Sioux Falls for a year 

Under Curt 's direction. the Pitch 
Blenders are making plans for a parade 
on May 7th featuring the Jax of Harmony. 
Curt and w ife Janene, are the parents of 
two boys aged seven and eleven. 

When you are in Brookings on Tuesday 
nights. JOin us at the Presbyterian Church 
under Curt's capabl e leadership. 

Continued from page 14 
Peterson, John Abrams. Burdette 
Thompson, and Hank Stromenger 
Certainly the chapter will have a good 
year with this leadership 

At our Kick-off dinner. we trad1t1onally 
announce the chapter's choice for our 
Barbershopper of the Year All of us in the 
Society realize the significance of such an 
award and know the pride and prestige 
which accompanies 11. This year the 
DEM OINAIRES are pleased to present 
our BOTY award to Jack Van Sloan, 
whose continued effort, trust, And 
relentless contribut ions have been in
valuable to the Des M oines chapter and 
the Society. 

The Kickoff dinner has as its primary 
funct ion, the official introduction of the 
spring show to the chaoter and w ith that 
the d1stribut1on of ticket and ad sale~ 
packages. Th is year w e will oe By 1 he 
Sea. By The Sea w ith another fine 
production. General Show Chairman, 
Carl Davis, is very excited about this show 
and wtth good reason. Aside from the 
DEM OINAIRE:!:> production, there w 111 oe 
the Pieces of Eight (from the Gent lemen's 
Agreement and Renegades), the Jax of 
Harmony, the M 1dlanders. the Iowans. 
and Harmony Heritage, and the 4 
Rowdies. Holy Cowl 

Our recent .. Young M en In Harmony 
Night" was a rewarding success With 
abou t 20 young men attending to hear 
some close harmony and to hear Don 
Farrell. who 1s this year's CSD M usic 
Education Director. Thanks. Don. it was 
great. 
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Farrell, District Director of Music 
Education, have made 1977 the year of 
the singer in Central States. As a d irect 
result ef these efforts. we w ill all benefit 
in better music programs. The flavor of 
our contests gets spici er every year. 
That 's why this one is going to be better 
than all the rest. 

At this writing, we have registered four 
of the district's seven active past cham
pion quartets, with at least twenty more 
waiting in the w ings with hopes of am
bushing them out of a chance to 
represent us as one of our four quartets at 
the Philadelphia International this 
summer. 

However, let's not forget the choruses I 
The chorus is the focal point of all 
chapters; the place where everyone gets 
to sing, whether he's good enough (or 
maybe it's ambitious enough) to sing in a 
foursome. 

It is at the Spring Preli ms that we select 
five choruses to move on to the fall 
contest. They w ill compete against 
choruses that have either won their 
d ivision contest or placed in the top ten at 
the last fall convention. The top prize 
there is the district championship. and 
the chance to represent our d istrict at the 
next international contest. 

' Why compete?" 
This was the title of an article we ran 

yearly in our chapter 's bulletin, " The 
Chord Crier:· Many ot us never saw the 
value in taking our chorus into the 
competitive arena until we thought it over 
seriously Perhaps we might be too 
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nervous, not sound very good, or 
whatever; or, perhaps we were just too 
lazy. 

The fact remains. compet1t1on is the 
life-blood of improvement. In order to do 
well there, a price has to be paid in the 
form of long rehearsal hours and so forth. 
But the rewards for this work are much 
greater than most would believe. and the 
reward gets bigger every time we see im
provement in our sound and a higher 
contest score. 

As Pete Peterson. our district's Contest 
and Judging Committee chairman has 
said, " There are no losers in contest. 
Many choruses get higher contest scores. 
but you have won in the sense that you 
have gained experience, had a great time. 
and received a clinic afterwards from 
some of our society's top experts. the 
judges." Indeed. there are never any 
losers in our contests. 

So, whether you are a newly-chartered 
chapter. a chapter on the outside edges of 
the district. or just a chapter that never 
cared to compete. there never really is a 
valid reason for not competing. There are 
plenty of excuses. but not reasons. 
because once the commitment is made to 
singing for the fun of it and taking a 
serious approach to doing 1t right, nothing 
will stand in your way. 

That's the commitment we're asking 
you to make, Don't sit on the fence this 
year. It may be too late now to head to 
Waterloo as a competing chorus. but 
bring a bunch into town and watch and 
listen. Then make the commitment for 
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next spring and set your sites on really 
making it to contest to compete. 

Who Benefits from Competition?? 
Most important, you do. Then, so do 

your families. w ho have had to put up 
w ith a certain amount of absenteeism (or 
at least the wierd sound of a bari singing 
without a quartet in the shower .... ). But 
don' t forget the audiences at the local 
Lions Club. the state or county fair. in 
church or on the town square. They are 
our reason for being, really. Why sing at 
all if we can' t do it better, more often and 
for more people? 

We've shared our philosophy w ith you 
today. Now, let us share our community 
of Waterloo w ith you the weekend of April 
22-24. We have something going every 
minute, plenty of hospitality. the 
Barbershoppers' shop. great food, great 
accommodations, and a singing contest 
you won·t forget. Costs will be a great 
deal lower in Waterloo, Iowa. than they 
have been at recent contests, too, so con
sider that. 

A special note: when you order the 
$9.00 ticket registrant's package. you get 
a free ticket to the newly-revived Fr iday 
n ight quartet semifinals. 

As Fred Wagaman. our district 
president has said. " Central States is 
moving ahead. Move. or get out of the 
way ... Let's start the push to greatness in 
Waterloo I 

NOTICE 

Because two of our members 
are not avai lable to go -to 
International this summer. 
we will not be competing in 
the Prel i ms. We want to take 
this opportunity to wish the 
best of luck to all competing 
quartets in the contest. We'll 
see you next fall in the Dis
trict Contest. 

Bill Mike Gary Ron 
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