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CHAPTER ACTIVITIES 

In response to my request for information 
on Chapter activities I received a deluge of 
reports from most of the chapters in the dis
trict with many accounts of the finest civic and 
chapter functions you can imagine. Io fact, It 
would take several times the size of th is little 
publication to list all of the wonderful activities 
in the Central States Association. Everything 
from Christmas carolling. annual parades. inter
chapter meetings, and just singing for the gen
eral pleasure of everyone, on up to visits to 
V eterans hospitals, programs for Community 
Chest and for Blood Donations. 

Reports received from chapters all over the 
length and breadth of this large Ce~tral St~tcs 
District, representing the true American sp1.rit. 
that of getting something for yourself by g1v1i:g 
something of yourself. Kee_p it up fellows, its 
real justification for our existence. 

THE BOSTON MID~WINTER MEETING 

Your secretary had the privilege and pleas
ure of attending the Board of Directors meeting 
in Boston on Friday and Saturday. January 
I 6th and 17th and also was invited to sit in 
on all of the Executive meetings. I really found 
out how barbershop works and what a fine 
group of gentlemen arc hea~ing up this fine 
organization of ours. Rubbmg elbows with 
those hard-working barbershop 9reats and with 
that fine Boston chapter couldn t help but rub 
off some enthusiasm on the old Sec. 

I Jarry Sparrow. CSA President and Inter
national Board Member was very much in evi
dence and is coming back with a lot of good 
suggestions. His report will be contained in 
the President's corner and should be very in
teresting. 

The fine Barbershop Parade staged by the 
Boston Chapter was witnessed by a packed 
house of dignified high-minded Bostonians and 
they really ate the stuff up. In fact. it's good 
enough that it could be performed at intermis
sion with the Boston symphony orchestra, one 
of the great symphonies of the land. 

The Bills. the Teens. the Jolly Whalers, 
and many other local and close-by quartets 
really did themselves proud. Even the old Sec 
sang a little with Don Lamont, the baritone 
of the Teens. and Don w2s willing to sinq 
'most anything from lead on down to bass and 
really hit the stuff. I felt right puffed up about 
the whole thing. Anyway the Teens and Mike 
are a bunch of young fellows that any Barber
shopper can be proud of. 

CLEVER QUlPS 

The Four Teens is a very famous and pop
ular quartet. In fact, they even sang before 
Eisenhower-(lon!J pause\ was elected. (Mike 
Egan on Boston Parade Show). 

OUR WISHES FOR THE 
NEW YEAR 

That all chapters would get enough 
active singers regularly attending to form 
really great choruses-

That we as Barbushoppers could at
tend all Regional, D istrict and Interna
tional contests-

That we could visit and be hosts to 
every chapter in the society-

That more men with good voices 
would become active in SPEBSQSA, 
INC. (especially tenors)-

That all Barbershoppers would retain 
their membership and that no chapter 
would fold up and drop its charter

Tbat every chapter would form more 
quartets-

That all quartets will have a very 
successful and harmonious year-

That each and every chapte.r be suc
cessful in every one of their ventures. 

These then are our sincerest wishes 
for this, the merriest of all seasons, and 
TO EACH AND EVERY ONE OF 
YOU AND YOURS FROM ALL OF 
US - A VERY SUCCESSFUL AND 
HARMONY-FILLED NEW YEAR. 

• • • 
(Stolen from A. B. " Murph" John.son. 

Editor of Pioneer Chicago Chapters bul
letin who stole it from Nat Wilson of the 
Holland, Michi\jan, Windmill. Thanks to 
both you guys.) 

THE FOUR TEENS AND MIKE 

The Blooming Teens, (and I say that ad
visedly. because those boys really have bloomed 
out into master entertainers over the last six 
or eight months) , really did themselves proud, 
and like most other championship quartets, seem 
to grow more and more proficient and more 
adept at sin9ing with each appearance. Just 
because they re younger than most of us guys 
doesn't mean that they don't have the old 
Barbershop feel and spirit. Don and Don and 
John and Jim really did themselves proud. 

Mike Egan. the clever and unobtrusive mas
ter of ceremonies and general waterboy and 
Keeper-Togetherer for the Teens was very 
much in evidence throughout the entire two 
days. It seems that the Four Teens are actually 
a quartet of five because it wouldn't look right 
to see them without Mike. Mike's clever in
troduct ions were part of the success of the 
big Barbershop Parade. 

AREA ORGANIZATION EXTREMELY 
SUCCESSFUL 

Vice-President R. W. Van Wyngardeo of 
Mexico, Missouri, has been extolling the virtues 
and advantages of A rea organization and has 
been instrumental and helpful in forming the 
Arca 19 Club. Here's a letter from Area No. 
19 Secretary Tom Kennedy. It would work in 
your area too. 

Arca 19 met in Mexico, Missouri, on No
vember 20, 1952. Approximately 75 men from 
Fulton, Columbia, Jefferson City, M oberly and 
Mexico attended this meeting. 

Dick Brid!Jford, President of the Mexico 
Chapter, welcomed a ll present, and then intro
duced Jack Spurrier, master of ceremonies for 
the evening. We first enjoyed singing, lead by 
Bob Brooks, chorus director of the Columbia 
Chapter. 

We were then entertained by the Mello
aires, from Mexico. 

Terry Everman, chorus director of the Mex
ico Chapter, then led in group singing. 

W e then enjoyed the singing of the Chord
ials. from Mexico, a quartet from Columbia, 
and the Mark Twain quartet from Moberly. 

The Fulton chapter entertained with sev
eral numbers from their variety sh ow, which 
were very well received. 

The Fulton chapter has had great success 
with their Variety Show, and this ls the second 
year for same. They put on this show, aloo!J 
with an amateur contest, in five or six com
munities around Fulton, having some local or
ganization sponsor the show and handle all 
the business details. They then hold the fina.I 
show in Fulton. using the same variety num
bers, and the winners of the amateur contests 
at the other shows. This brings some barber
shopping to lots of people, and helps the 
various local organizations financially. and has 
been quite profitable to the Fulton chapter. 

It was decided the next Area Meeting will 
be held in Moberly in January, the exac t date 
to be decided later. 

-Tom Kennedy, Secretary, Area 19. 

DISPLAY THE SOCIETY EMBLEM 
. MONTH 

February, 1953, has been designated as 
Display-the-Society-Emblem month and every 
chapter member should obtain one of the official 
membership lapel buttons at a regular price of 
$1.50 each or in lots of ten or more at $1.25 
each. Auto emblems to attach to license plates 
at $ 1.50 each , lots of ten or more at $1.25 each. 
3" decals for car or office windows lit 25¢ 
each. Get your emblem and display it proudly, 
not only during February but from 11ow on. 
Your friends will be envious and rm1ybe W<mt 
to Join your chapter. 



BARBER SHOP QUARTETS FROM SIX 
STA TES APPEAR IN FIFTH ROUND-UP 
AT LONGMONT, COLORADO, PARADE 

Quartets from Kansas, Nebraska.Texas. U tah 
and Wyoming joined Boulder, Denver and Long
mont foursomes to present the most successful 
Fifth Annual Parade and Round-Up of Barber 
Shop Quartets, sponsored by the Longmont 
chapter, S.P.E.B.S.Q.S.A .• at St. Vrain Me
morial building in Longmont Saturday evening. 

Pushing the Four Hearsemen from Amarillo, 
Texas. for top honors and general popularity 
were the Culligan-Aires of Kearney, Nebraska, 
and the Lionaires of Wichita. Kansas, whose 
performances were simply terrific. 

Salt Lake City's Beehive Statesmen, who 
dropped in, replaced the Pitchblenders, whom 
sickness prevented taking part. Young and 
fresh, they also have a feel for harmony which 
makes them most promising as entertainers. 
There was snap to "Somebody Stole My Gal" 
a nd "Down Among the Sheltering Palms" as 
the Statesmen did them. 

Tenor in the Salt Lake City four is Munson 
Hinman; lead. Harold W est; baritone, John 
Glass. and bass, Carl Hancuff. 

Kearney's Culligan-Aires found themselves 
in one of the top spotslJe·fore the evening was 
over. Their music, sweet, soft and "classy," 
was described as terrific. W es Graham, lead, 
sets the pace for the other three. who know 
how to wrap up a tune for delivery. It would 
be almost impossible to pick a favorite from 
among "Walkin' to Missouri," "Tell Me Why.'' 
"September Song,.. "Whistle and Blow Your 
Blues Away," "Rag Mop" and their "Cigareets, 
Whuskey and Wild, Wild Women." 

The Lionaires from Wichita, returned to 
entertain with complete success. Their per
formance also belongs in the high quality class. 
Singing together as the Boeing Aircraft quartet 
previously, the group went to Mexico City 
during the past summer to represent Knnsas 
at the Lions International convention. They 
have specialized in state songs, and Saturday 
evening included "Carol!~a" and "Kentuc~y:: 
from that group, adding If You Knew Susie, 
and their popular encore, "I Ain't Gonna T ake 
It Sittin' Down." Audience reaction was, 'They 
can come back to Longmont any time." 

The Four Hearseroen from Amarillo, who 
made their typical entrance carrying that in
visible casket and wearing their frock coats 
and striped trousers, open their section of the 
program with a long-faced, non-smiling, dead
pan rendition of "Keep Smilin'." Their "When 
You're a Long, Lon~ Way from Home," "St. 
Louis Blues" and 'Long a nd Tall Brown
Skinned Gal," were show-stoppers. 

Ray Perkins, identifie d as the Rocky-Moun
tains top disc jockey, served as master of 
ceremonies. 

Danny Nelson sang "Macushla" and Mike 
Livingston, "Lord. Wasn't That a Fish," both 
accompanied by Mrs. Guy Peeler. Both are 
holders of Barber Shopper scholarships. 

Laramie's Boomerangs, without doubt the 
most popular visiting quartet to return time 
after time for Longmont programs, offered two 
new numbers, ''The Bell In the Light House," 
featuring Ward Husted, bass; and "Meet Me 
Tonight in Dreamland." During the "after
glow ... they also did "Mood Indigo" and "Sweet 
Adeline," two of their best numbers, on request. 

Opening the program, the 60-member a ll
state chorus sang selections under the direction 
of Ed Pearce of Denver. 

The Boulder Timberlirtets, Oi:ie of the fin~st 
appearing quartets during the evening, sang 
"Hello. My Baby·· and ''Eyes of Blue." Still 
fairly new to barber-shopping, the four, Willard 
Flinn, lead; Reuben Martinson, baritone; Rob
ert Inman, bass, and Lawrence Clark, tenor, 
were organized two years ago. Since that time. 
however, they have risen to a place of recog
nition granted only the top quartets. They're 
snappy, their harmony is good, and they have 

"SAM" (0. C. SAMUELS) 
"Sam" (0. C. Samuels), 1504 Locust, Den

ver, Colorado, passed away in January 1953. 
He was Denver Chapter's first President and 
was widely known throughout the organization. 
It was serious business with him. He was the 
victim of cancer and suffered for ma ny months 
but was verY, thrilled last December when the 
"'Prospectors ' stopped by his home and sang a 
few numbers. 

When Barbershoppers pass on they always 
leave a host of mankind's most priceless po~ 
session, FRIENDS. 

~-~ ............ ~ ..... --~~-
AN INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION 

The SPEBSQSA is a non-profit organiza
tion which has four funda mental aims as follows: 

I. To keep Barbershop Quartet singing in 
its rightful place as a traditional form of 
American Folk Music. 

2. To give every member an opportunity 
to sing in a permanently organized quar
tet and to encourage and assist the form
ing of as many good quartets as possible 
from among the members. 

3. To promote the best possible chorus 
singing of songs arranged in Barbershop 
style. 

4. To foster max.imum altruistic participa
- tion of- SPEBSQSA: umts Ill worthwhile

community, state and nationa l projects. 

SPRINGFIELD ANNOUNCES BIG SHOW 
The Springfield, Mo., Chapter announces 

one of the most terrific arrays of talent ever 
offered on a single show - the Four Teens, 
the Mid-Staters, and the Vikings! Bolstered by 
local quartets and the superb Sprin.gfield Bar
bershop Chorus of 60 voices, the Parade will 
be on Sunday, March 1. at 2:00 p . m. Prices 
are: General Admission. $1.25; Reserved Seats, 
$2.00 and $2.50. Tickets may be obtained from 
Hoover's Music and Book Store, 316 South 
Ave., Springfield. Mo. DON'T MISS THIS 
ONE, FELLERS. AFTER-GLOW, TOO! 

good time-a fine combination for excellent 
music. 

Denver's 4-States-4, who come to Longmont 
frequently and alwar,s with a full welcome, sang 
"Mandy Lee" and ' Susie Brown." 

Longmont's Rhythm Wrens, the only Sweet 
Adeline quartet allowed on the pro>1ram, sang 
"Rural Rhythm" and "Shine On, Harvest 
Moon." Other Longmont quartets were the 
Shiners, doing "When the Moon Plays Peeka
boo" and "Kentucky Babe:" and tbe Swedes. 
"Where the Silvei_:y Monhawk Flows" and 
"Ridin' Down the Canon." · 

Victor Rehwolt directed the 36 members of 
the Longmont chorus, in "Wagon Medley" 
and, "Jingle Bells." New to the pro(lram was 
"Topics of ffie Day," with DiCkie Boersma as 
newsboy, selling papers from which the Cleff 
Riders, the Prospectors, the Shiners and the 
Pitchblenders read, in harmony items on poli
tics, cities, parking meters and Longmont odors. 
Rehwolt substituted for Hiram Boersma in the 
Pitchblenders combination. 

The Hearseroen sang "Marshmellow Moon;" 
the Culli9an-Aires, "Anytime," and Lionaires, 
"Kansas,' at the intermission break. The all
state .chor~s clo~~d the_yrogram with "Keep 
America Smglng. -M. K. C. 

TAKE A TIP FROM DEAC MARTIN 
Deac suggests that every secretary of every 

clrnpter in the whole United States stamp self
nddressed envelopes so that the HARMON· 
IZER can be sent direct to members at their 
home. It just isn't satisfactory to try to dis
tribute them at chapter meetings due to the fact 
that members lose them, they get dirty and they 
get shoved back in the case and are completely 
forgotten. 

Do it today, write the International Office 
for a supply of the large Harmonizer envelopes 
and when you get them, put on the required 
number, the name and address of your member
ship and a stamp of proper denomination to 
take it to its destination. 

VALUABLE DOCUMENT 
Each chapter of SPEBSQSA has been 

granted certain rights and privileges as a mem
ber chapter of the Society. Authority to operate 
as a unit of this International organization is 
represented by the chapter charter. 

The charter is a valuable instrument which 
the Society feels it has a right to expect will 
be so regarded by the chapter and preserved 
as its symbol of affiliation wi th the only organi
zation of its kind i.n the world. Unfortuna tely, 
some of our chapters have even lost track of 
the wlrere<1bout of their charters. This situa• 
tion, if it becomes known to the chapter mem
bers, certainly does little to encourage the 
member's respect for the charfcr and what it 
means. If your charter is framed for banging 
on the wall of your meeting quarters it is less 
likely to become mislaid or destroyed than if it 
is kept rolled up or is folded for easy handling. 
Suitable frames can be obtained at small cost 
from various local sources. 

If your charter has become damaged or lost. 
a new one may be obtained through the H ead
quarters Office. Simply have your Chapter 
Secretary or another accredited officer write to 
SPEBSQSA, Inc .. 20619 Fenkcll Ave., Detroit 
23, Mich., enclosing the chapter's check in the 
amount of $2.50 to cover the actual cost of 
lettering. This will require from a week to 
10 days. 

Although the Chapter Secretary has plenty of 
responsibilities it would seem that. if he hasn't 
already done so, he should accept or assume 
the obligation of being custodian of the charter. 
He (or some other qualified member} should 
know where the charter is at all times and he 
should see to it that the charter or responsibility 
for it is turned over to his successor along with 
the other chapter properties and records in his 
care. 

Now doggone-it: Get busy and look your 
charter up, frame it and hang it in the meeting 
hall. 

FULTON, MO., SHOW 
A series of seven amateur-variety shows in 

six weeks has just been completed by the 
Fulton (Missouri) Chapter. The shows were 
presented in Fulton and surrounding communi
ties with the Barbershoppers presenting a vari· 
ety show which ranged from mellow (?) quartet 
music to a hula chorus number in which several 
bony. male legs were in evidence. 

Following the variety portion of each show, 
local amateurs competed for medals and the 
right to enter the finals. An applausemeter was 
used to determine the winners. 

Three place winners from each local show 
then competed in the finals for cash prius. 

The shows played to full-house and SRO 
audiences all the way and local interest and 
enthusiasm ran high. 

Each local show was co-sponsored by a 
local civic organization (P. T. A., Community 
Club, Hospital) with that organization receiv
ing a major portion of the gate receipts. 

This year's show series was the second. 
the idea having been originated by the Chapter 
last year. Chapter President, George Robert
son, said: "These shows are really rolling now. 
\Ve thiRk they're a good thing for the County 
and the Chapter, and we're going to make 
them an annual affair." 



THE AMAZING SPENCER, IOWA, 
CHAPTER 

This fine small city of 8,000 population, lo
cated in the northwest part o f the rich state 
of Iowa, is probably the red-hottest barbershop 
town in the U nited States. Tha t is most inter
esting to barbershoppers. However, the town 
is also in one of the best agricuJtural sections 
in the country and boasts a fine Fair. It has 
one of the best high school bands in the state 
and is generaJly a very musica l. industrious, 
successful and ha ppy city. The Spencer Chap
ter is just six: years old now and has held s ix 
P arades. They have always sung to a full 
house and, for the last three years, they have 
been forced to put on two shows in order to 
ta ke care of the increasing a ttendance a nd 
popula rity. The gross receipts of the 1952 
Show was more than $5,000 and the 195 1 Show 
was.Just $5 short of $5,000. 

T hey attribute their phenomenal success to 
several things, most importa nt of which is ge t
ting the chapter started with the right kind of 
people and being careful to accept for member
ship only high-type barbershoppers. T he fact 
that they have a lways tried to be sound finnn
dally has also been importan t a nd as they sa y, 
very few mus ical organiza tions ha ve ever gone 
astray when they a re successful financially. 
They are also lucky to have George W illiams 
of the W illiams N ewspaper company as one 
of their members a nd most ardent boosters. and 
consequently they have gotten the right kind 
of publicity in the area. This, o f course, assists 
them materially in the success of a ll their plans. 
Pa rt of their success also is a ttributed to 1·he 
excellent assistance of the In te rnational o ffi ce 
for the helpful instructions a nd materials on 
chapter activities a nd general organization. They 
a rc entirely operated and directed by an execu
tive committee, a lthough they do discuss many 
important matters with the membership direct. 

One of the outstanding fea tures of the Spen
cer chapter is their fine, well-directed sixty-man 
chorus. They are the No. I ambassadors o f 
good will for the city of Spencer and surround
ing territory. Directed by a competent paid 
director, the chorus is constantly in demand for 
all kinds of appea rances in the entire area. T hey 
sing Christmas ca rols at local hospitals a nd 
other institutions at Christmas time and they 
have sung so much and in so many state and 
out-of-state institu tions that space doesn' t per
mit listing all o f them. They go as far awa y 
as Minneapo lis, Minnesota, a nd Knoxville, 
Iowa. All trips a re made by chartered bus. 

They sing for many church gatherings arid 
are just as much at home in the church choir 
loft a s they are a t thei r barbersho p parades. 
An a musing thing has happened in connection 
wi th their ch urch activities. When the Bar
bershoppers sin11. collections a re good and the 
churches are a lways filled. The only thing is, 
tha t when the Barbershoppers sing at one 
church, it takes so many sin~1ers out of othC'r 
ch urches that the ministers have finally decided 
that it is best for everyone concerned to ju~t 

not issue invitations to the Barbers hop choru~. 
After a ll, this shows that it is possible to work 
so well tha t you work yourself out of a job. 

The Spencer Chapter is prepa red to put on 
a complete show o f two hours o:r more with 
chorus performances a nd quartet performances. 
Most of them are put on with a $100 minimum 
guarantee or 50% o f the gate whichever is 
the larger. 

P eople like the Ba rbershoppers in Spencer, 
Iowa. 3ince they are " clean. wholesome. right 
bunch of guys who keep their programs and 
activities on a high mora l level. TI1e ma mmoth 
parade program is s upported by eve ry merchant 
and professional m~m in the town. 

The Spencer Cho rus, a lthough org01nized in 
a town of only 8.000. has been selected to 
represent the C entral States District at the 
Detroit Chorus Contest. So far a s we know, 
it was the only Chapter from this distric t that 
had the finances to send its chorus on such an 
expensive trip. The latest informa tion is that 
they arc to compete under the CS A banner in 
Detroi t and we know tha t our district will be 
well represented. 

The Spencer, Iowa. Chapter should be an 
inspiration to those Chilpters located in com
paratively small towns. W ith the right kind 
of interest, enthusiasm, and thoughtful planniqg, 
any small town ca n have a successful. desirable 
a nd useful Barbershop Chapter . 

INT ERNATIONAL OFFICE 

Probably the ha rdest working o utfit in the 
United States is the personnel o·f the Inter
nationa l o ffi ce in Detroit. Michigan, (known 
as the "Hub of H armony" in barbershop har
mony a ffai rs ) . 

C a rroll P. Adams. Interna tiona l Secretary, 
and Bob Hafer, A ssociate Secretary, along with 
severa l fine young ladles in Detroit. burn the 
midnight oil in order to keep up w ith the 650 
chapters a nd the 30.000-odd members that con
stitute the membersh ip of the Society for the 
Preservation and Encouragement of Ba rbershop 
Quartet Singing in America, Inc. 

Part of the hundreds of duties that they per
form, is keeping screwball secreta ries (such as 
the writer) and Presidents of hundreds of chap
ters and dozens of districts all ove.r the United 
States straightened out on the matte rs o f policy , 
rules and regulations and generally pepping the 
boys up to keep chapters and districts running 
in a n enthusiastic and orderly manner. 

Of course, a society comprisin\:J 30,000 and 
more members, requires a colossal amount of 
detailed reports and 11cneral control and direc
tion. Tha t's to keep you guys o ut of some
body's hair and to keep you from running afoul 
of the law. 

The ten International officers and twenty
one International Board members all serve with
out pay and spend a terrific amount of time 
writing letters, attending meetings a nd generally 
beating their brains out trying to improve the 
set-up and continue its success. The only rea-

HARMONOTES 

Probably one of the finest li ttle bi-weekly 
bulletins in the United Sta tes is the HARMO
NOTES sent to the members of the "Heart of 
America" Chapter, a t Kansas City, Missouri. 
T he editors, Don Ja cobson, Ralph L. Cooper, 
and Hans Meisinger seem to know just what to 
pick out of the activities o f the day that are 
most inte resting to barbershoppers. One of the 
111ost important features is the recognition of the 
appearances, pro{:lress, and activities of the 
local quartets. After a ll, this society is for 
the Preservation and E ncouragement o f Quar
tet singing a nd receiving recognition for good 
work done is just the thing that will keep those 
quartets going. 

(Passing Note to D istrict chapters: Recog
nize. Compliment, E ncourage a nd Inspire your 
Q uartets. It will. help to improve all chapter 
act ivities ) . 

Note to Bert Phelps, Austin T hames. Jr., 
Don Thorne, Da n Jacobson. Cla rence Peterson. 
Ra y Strindmo, a nd all members of the Heart 
of America Cha pter- Keep your grand chapter 
running, it's an inspiration to cha pters in the 
whole district. 

son they do it is because they love the stuff 
<ind they want to make it possible for guys 
like you to ha ve the opportunity of enjoying 
it in the future. 

When you stop to consider wha t you get for 
tha t $6 to $ IO or $12 membership you puy. 
it's the biggest bargain you ever had in your 
life. In fact, the Internationa l office is run on 
less money than any o ther International service 
organization I know of. 

O ut of the dues you pay, your chapter sends 
the International office $4.00. O ut of that $'1.00, 
50¢ immediately goes back to the district in 
which your chapter is located and 50¢ is set 
a side for the a nnual Sonq F olio, then $1.00 is 
is immediately set aside. for Lhe cost of sup
plying you with fout' issues of the HARMON
IZER annually. T here is actually only $2.00 
per member thnt is put into the operating fund 
o f the Society. I wish I could get service for 
my business a t th is phenomenal bar?Jain. 

Just consider that talented members of the 
organization arc constantly working on new 
song arrangements and those song arrangements 
<1rc tabulated and arranged for printing by the 
In ternationa l office and the fac t that every bit 
of supplies you purchased a re handled on a 
strictly non-profit basis except for a ver y nom
ina l charge for handling. That goes for song 
sheets. song books, lapel buttons. song folios, 
records, envelopes, sta tionery, and the hundred
nnd-one other things that you need to operate 
your chapter. A lso it is now under study to 
star t mailing the HARMONIZER to each mcm
b~r di rect to his bome so tha t a ll HARMON
IZERS will a rrive in the interested pa rty 's 
hands. They a re comtantl y looking for a bet
ter. more satisfactory way to handle the whole 
set- up. 

H ere are some o f the things that make Car
roll Adams continue to shed his hair: Ma tters 
of policy, P\lblic relations. copyrigh ts. contests. 
correspondence. advertising, stocks and sup
plies, collections, financial records, files, reports, 
memberships, charts, quartet registration, cha p
ter incorpora tion, extension work, equipment, 
qua rtets, chorus. cha pter a nd district problems, 
bulletins, the HARMONIZER, our quarte rly 
magazine of which C arroll is the E ditor. 

If you want to get some first hand informa
tion. drop by the D etroit o ffice the next time 
you are in the D etroit vicinity . The writer 
did just that a few months ago and was 
royally entertained at Carroll 's hom.e and shown 
through the complete opera tion o f the Inter
national set-up. It won' t take you long to see 
why the organization is so successful and what 
a marvelous job one C arroll P. Adams has 
done over the years. I don' t know any man 
who works harder for the money than our ro
tund, genial. honest. and enthusiastic No. 1 
Barbershopper, Ca rroll P. Adams. 

(You can pay m e the q uarter next time 
you see me, Carroll) . 
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COLUMBIA, MISSOURI 

Francis Pike reports the fine Barbershop 
Parade held on December 13 for the benefit 
of the Community Chest. Eight good quartets 
and their fine chorus _performed and the show 
netted $1.000 for the Community Chest. That's 
an honest-to-John contribution to the Com
munity Chest for the Columbia Chapter, and 
the members are to be congratulated on their 
fine work. Also, Columbia is one of that group 
of four fine chapters In Area No. 19 that have 
a real and up-and-coming organization. Keep 
'em singing in Columbia, Francis, it will do a 
lot of MU students a lot of good. 

FORT DODGE, IOWA 

Herb Bohannon. Secretary announces good 
activities for the two quartets in the Fort Dodge 
Chapter. The Chordhuskers and the Skylarks 
sang at the Luther League Bazaar at Narcort, 
Iowa, and at the PT A meeting at Ohta, Iowa. 
Keep 'em sln.iJing, Herb, It's the quartets that 
keep SPEBSQSA going. 

FORT MADISON, IOWA 

Millard Paschal reports that the chorus sang 
at the Legion Auxiliary meeting at Salem, Iowa, 
on November 29th for a gOO<l prOi)ram. The 
Community Chest was donated $25.00 from the 
chapter treasury. Fort Madison and Daven
port, Iowa, cooperate extensively together. 
Millard, it's such things as that that make this 
SPEBSQSA worth while. 

FOUR VERY IMPORTANT THINGS 
TO REMEMBER 

1. Attend the Regional Preliminary Contest 
and Parade at Longmont, Colorado, on Satur
day, May 2. Quartets, start saving your pennies 
to make the trip and enjoy the beauty of 
Springtime Jn Colorado. 

2. F ifteenth annual International Convention 
and Quartet contest lo Detroit on June 11 -14, 
1953. Tickets are going fast, make your reser
vations now. 

3. Deserving a special mention in connection 
with the International convention is the First 
International Chorus Contest. That wlll be 
worth hearing. 

4. Don't let your chapter forget to make 
its contribution to that fine Barbershoppers 
Shrine planned to be built In the near future. 
Barbershoppers have done a lot for other peo
ple, now let's do something for ourselves. 

SAGE OBSERVATIONS 

"People who never do more than tbey are 
paid for, never get paid for more than they 
d .. 

o. 
"Footprints in the sands of time were never 

made by sitting down." 
"Today is the tomorrow you worried about 

ye.sterday." 

WES TUNES 

This official magazine for the Far Western 
District reports the Verdugo Dons Quartet as 
Far Western District champions. Stallings, 
Blackhurst, Plumb, and Strange are the names 
of the champion warblers. Westuoes is also 
proud as punch of those fine San Diego Sere· 
naders, and rightly so. 
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PRESIDENT'S PRIZE A WARDED 
Our swell Barbershopper President, 

Harry Sparrow has awarded 24 copies of Hal 
Staab's SONGS FOR SPEBSQSA in the con
test recently announced to the following chap
ters: Cedar Rapids, Iowa, for being the first 
to sponsor a new Chapter at Waterloo, Iowa; 
to the Spencer. Iowa, Chapter and the Ellis, 
Kansas, Chapter each for increasing their mem
bership JOO.I.> in the time specified. At this 
writing, those are the only three who have 
taken advantage of Harry's generous offer. 

WEA TIIER FORECAST FOR 
CENTRAL STATES DIST. 

Some Snow and freezing weather can be 
expected during February and March. some
what warmer in March if the weather gods 
don't throw the forecaster a curve. 

THE PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
Par-reaching decisions were made at the 

International Mid-Winter Meeting In Boston, 
and these will be reported in the MARCH 
HARMONIZER. As they affect every Bar
bershopper. you are urged to read your HAR
MONIZER for the complete story. 

BUT. I want to mention some things that 
were the highlights for me. 

Those who arrived. Thursday had been in
vi~ed to attend a regular meeting of the Reading 
Chapter that evening. It was a thrill to sit 
in and sing with a 60 voice chorus, directed 
by Cy Thompson of Lowell Teacher's College. 
Here is one of our great choruses, and Director 
who is a thorough musician, and even more, 
one who loves Barbersbopping. and produces 
some great effects with those 60 voices. They 
have a well-set program-H to 2 hours chorus 
rehearsal, then quartet singing, then close with 
the "Evening Prayer" for our Armed Forces. 
After that donuts and coffee. They have done 
this so consistently and so well that they arc 
in demand all over that region for "package 
shows" for Service Clubs, Veteran Groups, and 
other civic bodies. For these they guarantee a 
45-voice chorus and 4 quartets, and have a 
flat fee of $100 plus a percentage of receipts 
over a certain sum. They bad 3 shows ahead 
of them when we were there, and they keep 
busy the year 'round. They always have shows 
ahead of them to prepare for, and this program 
keeps them interested and busy, and keeps their 
Treasury in sound condition. BUT. IBEY 
AR.E REALLY GOOD-Carroll Adams said 

that n:ght, it was about the best chorus and 
director in SPEBSQSA- and I am inclined to 
agree. What struck me was that practically 
every chapter could develop a program like 
this in its own immediate territory. 

The B-oston Chapter did a great job of 
en:ertaining Board Members and their wives
the welcome mat was surely out. And they 
must have some influe.nce with the Weather
man to provide the nice weather in New Eng
land that we had that week end in January. 

The Saturday Night show was tops-wi:h 
the BUFF ALO BILLS, the POUR TEENS. 
the FOUR NATURALS. and the OLD 
TIMERS. and a great Boston Chorus aug
mented by all these quartets for their Grand 
Finale. Symphony Hall was sold out, and the 
applause shook the rafters. 

One thing more-seriousness and sincerity 
of purpose is evident every minute in these 
Intt:rmstional Board Meetings, and If every Bar
ber Shopper could attend and catch some of 
the enthusiasm of these men who GIVE SO 
FREELY of their time, talent, energy and 
ability to make SPEBSQSA great, chapter 
meeting night would be the most regular thing 
in every Barbersbopper's life. Let's each one 
of us resolve right now to make regular at
tendance a habit. and show these leaders who 
do so much and give so much to SPEBSQSA. 
that they can count on our loyal support. 

SEE YOU AT THE RF.GIONAL PRE
LIMINARIES MAY 2nd. 1953, in Longmont, 
Colorful Colorado. Harry Sparrow. 


